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RESOLUTION ON THE PASSING
AWAY OF KHAN ABDUL GHAFFAR
KHAN

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable
Members, with profound sorrow, | refer to
the passing away of Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, the veteran freedom fighter.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, affec-
tionately called Badshah Khan or the Frontier
Gandhi, passed away on the 20th January,
1988. As the honourable Members are
aware, the nonagenarian leader had been
suffering from heart ailment when he was
specially flown to India last year and admitted
in a Bombay Hospital, where after

treatment he got over the  crisis. When

he came to  Delhi  after his treatment in
Bombay, we had thought that he had
turned the  corner and was on
the road to recovery. But he

suffered a paralytic stroke and was rushed to
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences.
In August last year he was flown back’
to Peshawar in an almost unconscious state.

On account of his robust constitution, the
aged leader struggled for months to re-
gain consciousness, but the had to

succumb at last.

The news of his death has come as a
personal blow not only to his own people, but
to vast numbers here who had developed a
mystic bond with the great leader. His life has
been one of storm and stress and he has been
a symbol of truth and fearlessness. He was a
man of profound culture and served those in
need and befriended those on whom nobody
would ordinarily bestow attention. He was
gem of the rarest hue and reflected and
radiated light, kindness, moral stature and
purity wherever he went. We respected him;
we loved him.

Badshah Khan was born in 1890, in a
highly religious and respected Pa-than family
of the Peshawar Valley. He had his schooling
in Peshawar. His educational career was cut
short when his mother for whom the young
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Pathan boy had deep love and regard, did. not
give her consent to his going to England to
study engineering. He, thereupon made up his
mind to serve his people. The young Ghaffar
Khan and his friends decided to organise the
spread of education in his home province.
Along with his passion for spread of
education he participated in the Khilafat
Movement. The sturdy Pathan founded the or-
ganisation called the 'Khudai Khid-matgar'.
Freedom was their aim and service their
motive. He gradually drifted towards
Gandhiji. Ganhiji's remarkable way of
peaceful action appealed to him the most and
nonviolence became an article of faith with
him. Befittingly he was called "Frontier
Gandhi". He had become a true disciple of
Gandhiji and other national leaders of the day.
His was a life of prolonged suffering and
more than one-third of his life was spent in
jails before and after the partition of the
country.

The simple but effective Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan has left a mark on the public
life of this subcontinent. His life was a saga of
sacrifice and simplicity, an embodiment of the
principles of secularism and nonviolence. He
treaded on the path illumined by the Father of
the Nation not only for establishing peace in
this subcontinent, but also for bringing about
friendly and amicable relationship between'
India and Pakistan. India conferred on him the
Bharat Ratna. Indeed in honouring this gentle
Titan of the freedom struggle, we have
reiterated our faith in the values he stood for,
the values Bapu held aloft for us.

In the panorama of our history the life and
work of Badshah Khan will inspire
generations to come.

. I now place before the House the following
Eesolution which the House may adopt
unanimously: —

"The Rajya Sabha expresses its profound
sorrow on the passing away of Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, popularly known as Frontier
Gan-
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dhi or Badshah Khan. KEan"Abdul Ghaffar
Khan was a true disciple of Mahatma
Gandhi and fought for the liberation ot the
country. Being an ardent follower of the
Father of the Nation, Badashah Khan had
abiding faith in truth and non-violence. Till
the end of his life he lived up to these ideals
in the service of mankind. As a true servant
of God, he started the movement of 'Khudai
Khidmatgar' and conveted his people, the
Pa-fijhans, to in itself was a historic
achievement. It was indeed a feat to be
achieved. He also fought ceaselessly to
bring about peace and amity in the sub-
continent. In the passing away of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, mankind has lost a
visionary and a Messiah of Peace. To such
a man we pay our homage and resolve to
strive for the high ideals of patriotism,
secularism and service to humanity to
which he dedicated himself throughout his
life.

This House conveys its heart-felt
condolences to Khan Abdul Wali Khan and
other members of the bereaved family as
well as to millions of his admirers and
followers in the Indian sub-continent".

Now, | shall call upon the Leader of the
House.

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI
NARAYAN DATT TIWARI): Sir, in all
solemnity we join you in paying our
respectful homage to the last of the Titans
who led the battle for India's- independence.

Sir, you have very rightly and ap-
propriately, in your homage, reflected the
sentiments of this august House, the
sentiments of the people of India. And as we
mourn the demise of the uncrowned Pathan
King a5 he was known as Badshah Khan and
as we mourn the demise of 'Fakhr-e-Afghan'
as he was known to the people of
Afghanistan, and as we mourn the demise of
'‘Badshah Khan or Sarhadi Gandhi' as he was
known to
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th, people of Pakistan and the people of
India, we mourn the demise of an outstanding
person, an outstanding leader of this century,
who transcended geography, geographical
barriers, by stem adherence to the well-
fcnov.'n principles of non-violence, of truth,
of unity and of secularism.

I had the privilege of watching 'Sarhadi
Gandhi' following Mahatma Gandhi in the
Balmiki Colony of Delhi. He trudged behind
his leader i n the path of solidarity. We have
seen him trudging through the district of
Noakhali fighting communal fanaticism. We
have seen him preaching the message of Civil
Disobedience. Even after indepence he v/as
for 16 years hi prison for the sake of unity and
integrity, for the sake of his people and for the
sake of adherence to the principles that he
stood for. Sir, if we all can in our lives and
future generations in-clucate and imbibe the
spirit that inspired and fired Badshah Khan
through decades, to stand f°r principles, to
stand for the eternal principles that humanity
has stood for then, of course, we can carve out
a better life for ourselves.

Sir, | cannot but repeat what O.F. Andrews
stated about Badshah Khan. We are all
reminded of it.

"A Pathan leader, a king among men by
stature and dignity ot bearing, practising
Ahimsa, enjoining it on his followers, and
impll-city taking instructions from the
Mahatma..."

It reads almost as a legend, a romance. But
it is a solid fact of modern history. What C.F.
Andrews said many decades ago even today
strikes a responsive chord in our hearts who
have understood and read Indian history.' The
annals of Indian history will always
remember the immortal name of Badshah
Khan. We are also remined of what Mrs.
Gandhi said in he, Welcome Address to
Badshah Khan.
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"The history of human race is the history
of martyrdom of man. Centuries often pass
by during which the human spirit remains
stifled and dormant. Then suddenly a man
rises giving voice to the muted turbulence
of the human spirit. Gandhiji was such a
man. Badshah Khan is another who still
walks the earth beckoning us to remain true
to our heritage."

Now, Badshah Khan is no more. | am sure
that all of us in this great House, whatever
might be the hue or colour of ou'r ideology,
will stand together to uphold the principles
which were dear to Badshah Khan for the
sake of unity of India, for the sake of
secularism, for the sake of democracy and for
the sake of all those principles which have
given glory to our fight for freedom.

Thank you.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE (West
Bengal): Sir, | fully associate myself with the
sentiments expressed and the homage paid
through the Resolution which you have
moved and also with the sentiments expressed
by the Leader of the House. Badshah Khan
has symbolised all the moral values and high
ideals which our freedom movement has
created in India. Today at a time when all the
moral values are collapsing, his stature comes
out as an object of emulation by those who
want to Vevive those moral values and it is
very very urgent to revive those traditions and
values in today's situation. That is why
Badshah Khan's life should be elaborated and
developed and taken to the masses to impress
upon them as to how a man fought against
foreign slavery, for the independence of the
country, for Indian unity and for developing
the country to a higher standard and to a
higher level.

Sir, in 1919, when the agitation the
Rowlatt Bill started under the leadership of
Mahatama Gandhi, he was arrested and was
put in jail in bar
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fetters. Out of revenge, the Britishers made the
bar fette'rs very small and the blood came out
from his legs continuously. So long as he was
in jail, he was in bar fetters. But his morale did
not break down. On the other hand, his
fighting spirit and morale further increased.
Also, whenever he was put in jail, he was put
in solitary cells. We have our experience of the
solitary cells. The British Government used to
put him in special torture cells very
vindictively.

Badshah Khan was opposed to the partition
of India. He was very much pained when
India was divided on the basis of religion. He
was an example of secularism and Hindi-
Muslim unity. When he came to India in 1969
to attend the centenary celebrations of Gandhi
Ji s birthday, he expressed sorrow at seeing so
much revival of communal riots in India after
independence. He expressed it publicly saying
that his dream had been shattered because he
wanted that India should be united with all
communities and all the linguistic people.
That was his dream. That was the objective of
the Indian National Movement. But after
independence, with the situation on that has
developed, all this dreming have been
complely shattered and his heart was broken
because have been completely shattered and
years he was there. Out of these 18 years, for
15 years he was fin the Pakistan jail. But his
morale did not break down. The Pakistan
Government tried to purchase him by offering
various lucrative posts and concessions. He
totally rejected them. Here is a man with so
much of loyalty to the ideals, loyalty to the
principles and it requires emulation by our
entire generation. Sir, when he came to India,
he came with a small bundle with some
clothes and a bottle of honey, and no VIP suit-
case, nothing. Here is a man with so simple a
life and modesty and this modesty and
simplicity symbolised all through his life. So,
a man of this character is very rare in bur
country today. So, his loss is a very big loss
and his life
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deserves to be emulated by the entire
generation. He set up one school in Pakistan.
That was taken over by the Pakistan
Government. He was not allowed even to
encourage literacy there. Then he set up one
Ashram in his own North-West Frontier Pro-
vince. That was also broken and taken over by
the Pakistan Government. Despite that, he
was firm in ,his objectives and principles. So,
India lost such a valuable, outstanding figure.
His whole movement and activities have been
a part of our entire national movement. So,
heartily we pay homage to this immortal
leader. And, | think, the whole House will
fully agree with me, and | request our hon.
Chairman to convey our sentiments to his son,
to his relatives and to all his admirers.

SHRI ALADI ARUNA aliasV.

ARUNACHALAM (Tamil Nadu) Mr.
Chairman, Sir, | deeply associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by you and the other
leaders of this august House.

Sir, paying homage to the departed
dignitaries of the country is not a mere
customary one but it is a vow to follow their
policies and programmes.

Sir, the sudden demise of Dr. MGR has
come as a rude shock to the people of Tamil
Nadu. He was an outstanding artiste,
statesman, humanist and philanthropist.
(Interruptions). Dr. Anna once rightly pointed
out, see God by serving the poor. Being a true
disciple of Anna, MGR proved to the world
that he was always for poor, weaker sections
and downtrodden. He introduced the mid-day
meal scheme with an expenditure of Rs. 300
crores. By one stroke he abolished farmers'
loans. He established the Tamil University in
Tanjore and Tamil San-gam in Madurai. He
was totally opposed to the official language
policy of this Government. He was not only
for the autonomy of Tamils in Sri Lanka but
also autonomy, more power, to the States in
India. He was greatly
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inspired by the Dravidian movement. He was
the Dravid Ratna.

Sir, the message on the first independence
anniversary by Fanditji was to wipe out every
tear from every eye. Our leader, Dr. MGR
carried out the message of Panditji and wiped
out eve'ry tear from every eye.

Sir, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was one of
the outstanding nationalists and  his
participation in the struggle against the British
is unique in history. He was a close associate
of Gandhiji. He was the symbol of secularism.
He was the symbol of freedom. He was the
symbol of humanist approach. That is why he
has got unanimous appreciation from Cape
Como-rin to Kashmir. So, the demise of Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan is the greatest loss to the
country. On behalf of Anna D.M.K. we pay
homage .to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and
other dignitaries.

SHRI  PARVATHANENI  UPENDRA
(Andhrn Pradesh); Sir, on behalf of myself and
my party, | pay my respectful homage to
Badshah Khan. He was not only a
contemporary and close follower of Mahatma
but he was one of the few who really practised
what Mahatmaji preached. He was a great
freedom fighter and a nationalist and he was
one who felt great anguish on the partition of
this country and that anguish and sorrow
lingered in him till his death. He believed—
and truly believed—in secularism and amity
between different religions and the practised it
also throughout his life. He suffered long from
illness and it was his indomitable will and
courage which kept him alive so long in spite
of his serious illness. Even in his own country
he was put under restraints which also caused a
lot of anguish and sorrow in him. And the only
way we can pay real tribute to this great man is
to follow the ideals which (re preached, the
nationalist fervour, the patriotic, secular
feelings and—to these we can add—our conti-
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nuous efforts to [promote friendship
between nations on this sub-continent.

Sir, on behalf of my party, | request you to
convey our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Wall
Khan and other members of his family. ,

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY
(Karnataka); Mr. Chairman,
India has produed great men and these great
men, in turn, have made. India great. In this
context, | remember the sacrifices, the ordeals
and the tribulations of that great soul Badshah
Khan. Sir, the heights of greatness cannot be
reached by all people. It is only a rare few who
can reach the heights of greatness. Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan is one among them. The history
of free India is not complete without incor-
porating the great efforts and the sacrifices
made by Badshah Khan. He stood for one
India and a secular India; he stood for freedom
of the country and the abolition of all vestiges
of colonialism. In sum, he passed through
baptism of fire to realise these ideals. Sir,
words fail me to describe the life and
achievements of Badshan Khan. He suffered
more than others for fulfilment of his ideals. |
do not know hat made him to go to Pakistan
after the partition because his soul and spirit
was in India, not in Pakistan. Perhaps, he went
to Pakistan to convert Pakistan and to reunite
both the countries, in which he failed. He
suffered great anguish and pain because this
great country was vivisected. Both the Gandhis
suffered great pain because the country was

divided.

Sir, we have lost a great soul, a great
freedom fighter, a great nationalist and a great
man. | remember the famous words of poet
Longfellow which | want to state for the
benefit of the House:

Lives of great men all remind us; We can
make our life sublime, and departing leave
behind us footprints on the sands of time.
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With these words Sir, 1 pay my humble
tribute to this great person, to this great man,
who was passed away.
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my self with the sentiments expressed here on the
passing away of Badshah Khan. Badshah Khan
was an outstanding leader and his contribution to
our freedom struggle and his endeavours to unify
our people in this country will still be
remembered by all of Us.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | had an occasion to listen
to his speech when | was a Congressman. If |
remember well, it was in Ramgarh Congress
Session when he. was moving a resolution and
speaking on the question of Hindu-Muslim
unity. The content and the message of the
speech is still ringing in my ears.  He stood for
certain high values political and moral values,
values like secularism, modesty, Hindu-Muslim
unity and clean political life. All these values are
still very much helpful to us if we look at the con.

temporary ~ developments  in  our country.
A couple of  years back when he was here, he
expressed his anxiety about  the development
of communal tension all over the

country. Throughout his life he propagated the
idea of unity, especially Hindu-Muslim unity of
the country. 1 think the only thing we can do at
this stage is to follow his ideals. | pay my
homage, tribute to the great departed leader.

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN  (Tamil Nadu):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, rarely mankind comes
across a magnificent person like Badshah Khan.
He was a colossus amongst men, an apostle of
peace and a great disciple of Gandhiji. As our

Leader of the House has pointed out, he
transcended geographical boundaries in
preaching/secularism, peace and humanism.  Sir,
we all know he was a great lieutenant of

In fact, to avoid partition
a solution that Mr.

Mahatma Gandhi.
When Gandhiji suggested
Mohammad  Ali-Jinnah  should be made the
Prime Minister of united India, | think the entire
Working Committee  members rejected it but
Badshah Khan  alone stood with Gandhiji. Such
was his love for united India. As Atalji has
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j pointed out, he was thrown to the wolves. In
fact these were the words of Badshah Khan.
When India was divided, when the country
was partitioned, he shed tears and said: "Why
are you throwing us to the wolves? But
history has been made. We cannot change it.
But it is a truth that he was thrown to the
wolves. Later he wanted freedom for his own
nation. In fact, he wanted self-determination
for Pakh-toons.

India could have helped his cause, but
unfortunately we failed to help him. It was for
different reasons. But we recognised his
services. We gave him Bharat Ratna.

Sir, as you have said, his ideals are the
beaconlight which should guide us. | also
wish that his dreams should come true. | pay
my respectful homage on behalf of myself
and on behalf of my DMK Party.
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SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO
(Jammu and Kashmir): Sir, on behalf of my
Party, Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference, and on my own behalf, |
associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by you in the Resolution placed
before the House and supported by the hon.
Leader of the House.

Bad shah Khan was not only one of the
greatest leaders of India but he was also
responsible for giving inspiration for the
nationalist movement in Jammu and Kashmir.
Sir, | remember with nostalgia the river
procession in Srinagar and the historic
Sopor e session  of the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference in 1940. I, as a young
man, went and heard him speak at Sopore.
In a very characteristic and unassuming
manner, he gave a philosophy of nationalism
'in two sentences. He said that it was not
that the Hindu was oppressed or the Muslim
was an cppressoi. It was only that oppression
was there. And when oppression was there, it
did not see whether it was a Hindu or a
Muslim. He gave this philosophy of
nationalism in such a way that the whole
audience running into lakhs of people
understood it in  that language. | am
happy that he gave us this inspiration at that
time. We are still burning that light in
Kashmir and will continue to be inspired by
the speeches that he made later on in Kashmir.
| also remember, when
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he visited Kashmir in 1982 or thereabouts, he
was put in a guest house. After two days he
felt uncomfortable and with his bundle in his
hand he went to the MLAS' hostel and wanted
only a one-room tenement for his stay. He was
a great man indeed, but the only tribute that
wo con pay him at this juncture is that we must
keep the banner of secularism and democracy
flying in the country from Kashmir to Kanya-
kumari. This is the greatest tribute that we
can pay to Badshah Khan.

Sir, | associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by you because Badshah Khan was
such a great personality that it is very difficult
to say in words how great he was. On behalf of
my party and on my own behalf 3. request you
to convey to Khan Abdul Wali Khan and the
bereaved family our sense of grief at the
passing away of such a geat leader who has
been the inspirer of the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (West Bengal) : Sir,
with all humility | join you and the Leader of
the House in paying my most respectful and
deep homage to Badshah Khan who has
passed away recently.

Sir, history has it that . Badshah Khan was a
legend of our sub-continent. History also has it
that for decades together he strode the political
stage of the sub-continent like a colossus.
Badshah Khan lived and fought for secular
ideals and principles. For him, Indian freedom
divorced from secularism meant substantial
subtraction of the basic essentials of Indian
freedom. That is what he meant about Indian
freedom. In today's environment of our sub-
continent—of rising communalism, religious
fundamentalism, revivalism and
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obscurantism—the country would do well by
emulating the principles, ideology and
teachings of Badshah Khan, who, | say,
symbolizes the hopes and aspirations of the
teeming millions of this sub-continent. He did
not belong to India alone but the entire sub-
continent for the freedom of which he
fought.

Sir, on behalf of my party and on my awn
behalf, | request you to convey our deepest
homage to the departed leader as also our
condolences, to the bereaved family

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI  (West
Bengal: Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of my
party and On my own behall', | associate
myself with the sentiments that have been
incorpo-ated in the Resolution which you have
moved and which have been supported by the
Leader of the House and leaders of all the
parties who are present here in the House.

Sir Badshah Khan was the Last of the
Mohicans of the freedom struggle of India,
that is, last of a select band of people under
whose leadership this country reached the goal
of freedom. But our sorrow and Jinguish at his
passing away become a little pointed when we
remember the fact that the realities of history
and politics separated him from free India,
although in spirit he was In India and was one
of the great well-wishers of India He created
free India, but he could not be a citizen of this
country. That is a fact which we had to accept
with sorrow. Anyway, these things will be
forgotten, but the geat ideals for which he
lived and fought will always remain alive.
And | again pay homage to the departed
soul.

SARDAR JAGJIT SINGH AURORA
(Punjab): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
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on behalf of Akali Dal and on my own
behalf, | fully associate myself with the
sentiments expressed in the proposed
Resolution.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was a great
man in every sense of the word. He walked
tall not because he was tall of stature; he had
a stature because he possessed the finest
qualities of leodership. Sincere, inspiring,
humane, humble and unassuming, his whole
life was devoted to fight against tyranny and
injustice regardless of odds. Fully committed
to the cause of righteousness, he fought
throughout his life undaunted and unmindful
of the eventual result. He blazed the trail of
secularism and justice, which, unfortunately,
has not been followed by many of us, and
the country had to be partitioned.

He is respected and loved not for worldly
achievements, but for his character qualities.
His ideals and principles were more
important to him than worldly achievements.

I humbly pay my homage to this great
departed soul and request you to convey my
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family.

Thank you, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: | now request the hon.
Members to rise in their places in approval of
the Resolution which I have placed before the
House and observe a two-minute silence as a
mark of respect to the memory of Badshah
Khan.

(Hon. Members then stood in silence For
two minutes)

OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: | also refer to the
passing away of Shri M. G. Ramachandran,
Shri Lakshmi Kant Jha, Syed Mazhar Imam,
Shri C. D. Pande, Shri V. Venka and Shri
Kar-poori Thakur.

Shri Marudur Gopala Menon Ra-
machandran, affectionately called MGR, was
the nation's illustrious son who was a legend
in his lifetime. For nearly five decade MGR
had been worshipped and adored by the
people of Tamil Nadu, first as a stage and
film actor, then as Chief Minister of the State.
Shri Ramachandran had complete hold over
the masses in his State, who were swayed by
his revolutionary ideas and charismatic
oratory and he became their



