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RESOLUTION ON THE PASSING
AWAY OF KHAN ABDUL GHAFFAR
KHAN

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable
Members, with profound gorrow, I
refer to the passing away of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the veteran
freedom fighter.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, affec-
tionately calleq Badshah Khan or the
Frontier Gandhi, passed away on the
20th January, 1988. As the honour-
able Members are aware, the nonage-
narian leader had been suffering from
heart ailment when he wag specially
flown to Indig last year and admitted
in a Bombay Hospital, where after
treatment he got over the .crisis.
When he came to Delhi after his
treatment in Bombay, we had thought
that he had turned the cor-
ner and was on the road
to recovery. But he  suffer-
ed a paralytic stroke and was rushed
to the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences. In August last year he
was flown back to, Peshawar in an
almost unconscious state. On account
of his robust constitution, the aged
leader struggled for monthg to re-
gain consciousness, but the had to
succumb at last,

The news of his death has come
ag a personal blow not only to his
own people, but o vast numbers here
who had developed a mystic bond
with the great leader. His life has
been one of storm and gtres; ang he
has been a symbol of truth and fear-
lessness. He was a man of profound
culture and served those in need
and befriendegd those on whom no-
body would ordinarily bestow atten-
tion. He was gem of the rarest hue
and reflected and radiated light,
kindness, moral stature and purity
wherever he went. We  respected
him; we loved him.

Badshah Khan wag born in 1890, in
a highly religious and respecteg Pa-
than family of the Peshawar Valley.
He had his schooling in Peshawar.
His educational career was cut short
when his mother for whom the young
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7. Pathan boy had deep love and regard,
. did not give her consent to his going
to Englang to study engineering. He,
thereupon made up his mind to serve
_his people. The young Ghaffar Khan
and his friends decideq to organise
the spread of education in his home
province. Along with his passion
- for spread of education he partici-
pated in the Khilafat Movement.
The sturdy Pathan founded the or-
ganisation called the ‘Khudaj Khid-
matgar’. Freedom was their aim and
service their motive. He gradually
drifted towards Gandhiji. Ganhiji's
remarkable way of peaceful action
.. appealed to him the most ang non-
violence became an article of faith
with him. Befittingly he was called
“Frontier Gandhi”’, He had pecome
a true disciple of Gandhiji ang other
national leaders of the day. His
was a life of prolongeq suffering and
more than one-thirq of his life was
spent in jails before ang after the
partition of the country.

The simple but effective Khan
"Abdul Ghaffar Khan has left a mark
on the public life of this subcontinent.
Hig life wag a saga of sacrifice and
simplicity, an embodiment of the
principles of geculartsm ang non-
violence, He treaded on the path
illumined by the Father of the Na-
tion not only for establishing peace
in  thig subcontinent, but also for
bringing about friendly ang amicable
relationship between' Indiz ang Pak-
jstan. India conferred on him the
Bharat Ratna. Indeed in honouring
this gentle Titan of the freedom
struggle, we have reiterated our faith
in the values he stood for, the values
Bapu held aloft for us.

In the panorama of our history
the life and work of Badshah Khan
will inspire generations to come.

.1 now place before the House the
following Resolution which the House
raay adopt unanimously:— ’

“The Rajva Sabha expresses its
profound sorrow on the passing
away of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan,
popularly known as Frontier Gan-

'
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dhi or Badshah Khan, KHKan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan was a true disciple
of Mahatma Gandhi gng fought for
the liberation of the country.
Being an ardent follower of the
Father of the Nation, Badashah
Khan had abiding faith in truth
and non-violence, Till the end of
his life he lived up to these ideals
in the service of mankind., As a
true servant of God, he started the
movement of ‘Khudaj Khidmatgar’
ang converted hig people, the Pa-
thans, to ndn-violence, which in
itself wag a historic achievement.
It was indeed a feat to be achieved.
He alsg fought ceaselessly to bring
about peace and amity in the sub-
continent. In the passing away of
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, man-
kind has lost a visionary and a
Messiah of Peace. To such a man
we pay our homage and resolve to
strive for the high ideals of patrio-
tism secularism ang service 10
humamty tq which he dedicated
himself throughout his life,

This House conveys its heart-felt
condolences to Khan Abdul Wali
Khan and other memberg of the
bhereaveq family as well ag to mil~
lions of his admirers ang followers
in the Indian sub-continent”,

Now, I ghall call upon the Leader.
of the House.

THE LEADER OF THE' HOUSE
(SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI): .
Sir, in all solemnity we join you in
paying our respectful homage to the
last of the Titans who leq the battle
Tor India’s independence,

Sir, you have very rightly and ap-
propriately, in your homage, reflected
the sentiments of this august House,
the sentiments of the people of India.
And as we mourn the demise of the
uncrowned Pathan King ag he was
known ag Badshah Khan ang as we
mourn the demise of ‘Fakhr-e-
Afghan’ ag he was known to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan, ang ag we mourn
the demise of ‘Badshah Khan or
Sarhadi Gandhi’ ag he was known to
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the people of Pakistan and the peo-
-ple of India, we mourn the demise
of an outstanding person, an outstand-
~ ing leader of thig century, who trans-
cended geography, geographica] bar-
riers, by stern adherence to the well-
known principles of non-violence,
of truth, of unity and of secularism.

I hag the privilege of watching
‘SBarhadi Gandhi’ following Mahatma
Gandbj in the Balmiki Colony of
Delhi. He trudged behind his leader
‘6n the path of solidarity. We have
seen him trudging through the dis-
trict of Noakhali fighting communal
funaticism. We have seen him pre-
aching the message of Civil Diso-
bedience. Evén after indepence he
was for 16 yearg in prison for the
sake of unity and integrity, for the
sake of his peoble ang for the sake
of adherence to the principles that
he stood for. Sir, if we all can in
our lives and future generations in-
clucate and imbibe the spirit that
inspired and fireq Badshah Khan
through decades, to stand for princi-
- ples, to stand for the eternal princi-
ples that humanity has stooq for,
then, of course, we can carve out a
bettcr life for ourselves.

2.

Sir, T cannot but repeat what O.F.
~ Andrews stateq about Badshah Khan,
We are all reminded of it.

“A Pathan leader, a king among
and dignity ot
bearing, practising Ahimsa, enjoine
ing it on his followers, and impll=
city taking mstructlons from the
Mahatma...”

It readgs almost as a legend, a
romance. But it is a golig fact ol
medery history. What C.F. Andrews
said many decades ago even today
strikes a respounsive chord in our
hearts who have understood and read
Indian history. The annals of Indian
history will always remember the
immortal name of Badshah Khan.
We are also remined of what Mrs.
Gandhj said in her Welcome Address
to Badghah Khan.

‘colour of our
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“The history of human race is the
history of - martyrdom of man.
Centuries often pass by during which
the human spirit remains stifled and
dormant. Then suddenly a man
rises giving voice to the muted tur-
bulence of the human spirit.
Gandhiji was such a man, Badshah
Khan is another who still walks the
earth beckoning us to remain true
to our heritage.”

Now, Badshah Khan is no more, I

. am sure that all of us in this great

House, whatever might be the hue or
ideology, will stand
together to  uphold the principles
which were dear to Badshah Khan for
the sake of unity of India, for the
sake of secularism, for the sake of
democracy and for the sake of all
those principles which have given
glory to our fight for freedom.

Thank you, - . T

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE (West
Bengal): Sir, I fully associate myself
with the sentiments expressed and the
homage paid through the Resolution
which you have moved and also with
the sentiments expressed by the
Leader of the House. Badshah Khan
has symbolised all the moral values
and high ideals which our freedom
movement has created in India. Today
at a time when all the moral values
are collapsing, his stature comes out
as an object of emulation by those
who want to revive those moral values
and it is very very urgent to revive
those traditions and values in toda¥’s
situation. That is why Badshah
Khan’s life should be elaborated and
developed and taken to the masses
to impress upon them as to how a man
fought against foreign slavery, for the
independence of the country, for
Indian unity and for developing the
country to a higher standard and to a
higher level.

Sir, in 1919, when the agitation
the Rowlatt Bill started under the
leadership of Mahatama Gandhi, he
was arrested and was put in jail in bar
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fetters. Out of revenge, the Britishers
made the bar fetters very smail and
the blood came out from his legs con-
tinuously. So long as he was in jail,
he was in bar fetters. But his morale
did not break -down. On the other
hand, his fighting spirit and morale
further increased. Also, whenever he
was put in jajl, he was put in solitary
cells. We have our experience of the
solitary cells. The British Govern-
ment used to put him in special
torture cells very vindictively,

Badshah Khan was opposed to the
partition of India, He was very much
pained when India was divided on the
basis of religion. He was an example
of gecularism and Hindi-Muslim unity,
When he came to India in 1969 to
attend the centenary celebrations of
Gandhj Ji’s  birthday, he expressed
sorrow at seeing so much revival of
communal riots in India after indepen-
dence. He expresseq it publicly say-
ing that his dream had been shattered
because he wanted that India should
be united with all communities and
all the linguistic people, That was his
dream. That was the objective of the
Indian National Movement. But after
independence, with the situation on
that has developed, all this dreming
have been complely shattereq and
his  heart was ‘broken  because
have been completely shattered and
years he was there. Out of these
18 years, for 15 years he was in the
Pakistan jail, But his morale did not
break down, The Pakistan Govern-
ment tried to purchase him by offering
various luerative posts and concessions.
He totally rejected them. Here is a
man with so much of loyalty to the
ideals, loyalty to the principles and it
requires  emulation by our entire
generation, Sir, when he came to
India, he came with a small bundle,
with some clothes ang a bottle of
honey, and no VIP suit-case, nothing.
Here is 'a man with so simple a life
and modesty and  this modesty and
simplicity symboliseq all through his
life. So, a man of this character is
very rare in our country today. So,
his loss is a very big loss and his life
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deserves to be emulated by the entire
generation. He set up one school in
Pakistan. That was taken over by the
Pakistan Government. He was not
alloweq even to  encourage Iliteracy
there. Then he set up one Ashram
in his own North-West Frontier Pro-
vinee. That was also broken and
taken over by the Pakistan Govern-
ment, Despite that, he was firm in
h:is objectives and principles, So,
India lost such a valuable, outstand-
ing figure. His whole movement and
activities have been a part of our
entire national movement. So, heartily
We pay homage to this immortal
leader. And, I think, the whole House
wil] fully agree with me, and I request
our hon, Chairman to convey our
sentiments to his son, to his relatives
and to all his admirers,

50

SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias V.

ARUNACHALAM (Tamil Nadu): Mr,
Chairman, Sir, I deeply associate my-
self with the sentiments expressed by
you ang the other leaders of this
august House,

Sir, paying homage to the departed
dignitaries of the country is not a
mere customary one but it is a vow to
follow their policies and programmes.

Sir, the sudden demise of Dr. MGR
has come as a rude shock to the people
of Tamj] Nadu, He was an outstanding
artiste, statesman, humanist and
philanthropist. (Interruptions). Dr.
Anna once rightly pointed out, see
God by serving the poor. Being 3 teue
disciple of Anna, MGR proved io the
world that he was always for poor,
weaker sectiors and downtrodden. He
introduced the mid-day meal scheme
with an expenditure of Rs. 300 crores.
By one stroke he abolished farmers’
loans, He established the Tamil
University in Tanjore and Tamil San-
gam in Madurai. He was totally
opposed to the official language policy
of this Government, He was not only
for the autonomy of Tamils in Sri
Lankg but alsp autonomy, more power,
to the States in India.. He was greatly
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inspired by the Dravidian movement,
He was the Dravid Ratna,’

Sir, the message on the first inde-
pendence anniversary by Panditji was
to wipe out every tear from every
eye. Our leader, Dr, MGR carried out
the message of Panditji and wiped out
every tear from every eye.

Sir, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was
one of the outstanding nationalists and
his participation in the struggle against
the British is unigque in history. He
was a close associate of Gandhiji, He
was the symbol of secularism. He was
the symbol of freedom. He was the
symbo] ' of humanist approach. That
is why he has got unanimous appre-
ciation from Cape Comorin to Kagh-
mir. So, the demise of Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan is the greatest loss to the
country. On pehalf of Anna D.M.K,
we pay homage to Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan and other dlgmtames

o ':

SHRI PARVATHANEN] UPENDRA
(Andhri Pradesh): Sir, on behalf of
myself and my party, I pay my res-
pectful homage to Badshah Khan, He
was not only a contemporary and close
follower of Mahatma but he was one
of the few who really practised what
Mahatmaji preached. He was a great
freedom fighter and a nationalist and
he was one who felt great anguish
on the partition of this country and
that anguish and sorrow lingered in
him till his death. He believed—and
truly believed—in secularism and
amity hetween different religions and
The practised it also throughout his
life. He suffered long from illness and
it was his indomitable will and cour-
age which kept him alive so long in
spite of his serious illness. Even in
his own country he was put under
restraints which also caused a lot of
anguish and sorrow in him, And the
only way we can pay real tribute to
this great man is to follow the ideals
which Fe  preached, the nationalist
fervour, the patriotic, secular feelings
and—to these we can add—our conti-
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nuous efforts to [promote friendship
between nations on this sub-continent,

Sir, on behalf of my party, I request
you to convey our heartfelt condo-
lences to Wali Khan and other
members of hls family, .

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY
{Karnataka): Mr. Chairman,
India has producd great men and
these great men, in turn, have made
India great. In this context, I re-
member the sacrifices, the ordeals and
the tribulations of that great sou:
Badshah Khan, Sir, the heights of
greatness cannot be reached by all
people. It is only a rare few who
can reach the heights of greatness.
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan is one-
among them. The history of free
India is not complete without incor-
porating the great efforts and  the
sacrifices made by Badshah Khan, He
stood for one India and a secular
India; he stood for freedom of the
country and the abolition of all vesti- .

ges of colonialism, In sum, he passed .

through baptism of fire to realise these
ideals, Sir, words fail me to des-
cribe the life and achievements of
Badshan Khan. He suffered more than
others for fulfilment of his ideals. I
do not know hat made him to go to
Pakistan after the partition because
his soul and spirit was in India, not
in Pakistan. Perhaps, he went to
Pakistan t{o convert Pakistan agud to

reunite both the countries, in which

he failed. He suffered great anguish
and pain because this great country
was vivisected. Both the Gandhis

suffered great pain because the

country was divided.

Sir, we have lost a great soul, a
great freedom fighter, a great natio-
nalist and a great man. I remember
the famous words of poet Longfellow
which I want to state for the benefit
of the House:

Lives of great men all remind us;
We can make our life sublime, and
departing leave behind us foot-
printg on the sands of time,



53 Re. Passing away

With  these words Sir, I pay my
humble tribute to this great person, to
this great man, who was passed away.
Nt mza fagrd g (wew
gaw) : Garafd o, G wsgd THET
gra #1 afaq fy § wgiakr gata
FIT gX MY Y VEITT HIA F AWA
Tgr g W SOFr §Ad & F fax
GTT EAT E | ;AT 9rEf &7 W R,
goAt M @ ¥ 99 wgw  exfaaca
F sfa @gr & gav sfaq A7 18T
S g\ qRWE T % faum ¥ om 4w
FI W= g AT, WA FT FIATH ¥
SIET JUAT TF WG] AT F 4918
§ garfaer g mar ) gAIR @9 ¥
¥ ux FH FT F7 qaAfan, 99 g IA
FI FT TAAJT, FIX IA I _0 3T
AT AT | TF AT A7ET F, AT 7
rxrsﬁr '(E, gz aEt @ 9@ e oAt
@3, 9g% adaar ¥ fay I8 e
qar:ﬁ F TTEET & fod, AH-awAT
¥ fa¥ s= dad  frar 0 W@
AT gAT, gAY @@IAaT F1 AT
qT1aT, A SIEME @i ¥ Wl
¥ gav 9@ 94 dfeni & @A <
fear 1 ag W@z ASrg gHr wR
UG GIT FT AAET TG fadr
FFg 6 98 9Sd (@, Wia & qmEd
€7 SER Aratr & g Ag A4,
Ha & sﬁargqa?fzgu Ig UF TgIge
9379 9, w@lwa @ver ¥ SR wigar
F1, Wfqqe qOHT F oFgOEE AT
TET AT | IZ AIG-THA FT GEATT
IFL THA GHAT fF AT oud  FqA
Fr =fash s & 2, afew w9
ST favataaTd g SR mOgar
yAE Al aF 3§ W FT WAT
FT FATIT @, FIEAT WIAT | ST
fr aga & Far T 37 fF 7€ qwERWE
g & am @ JF qy F afsa ag
da1 & argurg 9, dyaid wrd, @
qT GET FAT T, rrra?wrra“r% T
qT qAGT FTAT wlqw AT gk i
#§ 93 war | IAFT cafsqa, QAT
wiaea afeaY as g LT a1 War |
g®, Sasr wafa & £ sardy =1 fxar
W, 3@d X F  wshar ¥ famve
FX ) § g9 I7@ Ffq AqwAr MT 79
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3% @IA HAARN, qOA @rAY, YT
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AT TRl /T X IW & AqWl & 17
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gz fqarstT {®AT qw o) @ ATaTaa
faw fqaraT & qearg, W AL
AZTT AATHT FT 3HHT G J ATATH 4T,
&ad FUT WM gaE W FIfE
g1 AR famsta T arg ¥ At 2w Sy
ax &, 4 fm@ 7 @raﬁnzrggmw
F arq & 5 awgdr ma“r T foaa =
aqq % A9 3 faars o Fr AR
FUF AT ASTE F HIF FOFT AN
Tgr, ataard waY, Iad F5 ufew
ax W F, AT F I F qvaE
Wt SR I faeEl wiw 35T
far graatd &d), faad fa¥ s=iv
2o &Y ISET & fodr widist w7 qATAAr
FL Y AT g W

frat agt mfa @mgaar 87 &,
foadY TS @1fw g AT I AT,
qife 7 AW, AfFT fege @ &
Al 9%, ITH QIMAT 9¥  AGHETS

g

S qEAE AT @r g, S fa=ie
g3 ¥ AT ¥ o Ry ¥ o o
fra fowe & fafww =t & o
7ag ) W@ §, 4 AR g
q ITF T A AT FAF F@T 2
& WX 37T G9A Y gl @h @ g
oft a6 & waaA, gifer qqa crg%nar
F OO FIT FL |

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kerala):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, T fully associate

- . .
LT -y
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my self with the sentiments expressed
here on the passing away of Badshal
Khan. Badshah Khan was an  out-
standing leader and his contribution
to our freedom struggle and his en-
deavours to unify our people in this
country will still be remembered Ly
all of us. )

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I had an occasion
to iisten to his speech when I was a
Congressman. If I remember well, it
was in Ramgarh Congress Session
when he was moving a resolution and
speaking on the question of Hindu-
Muslim unity. The content and the
message of the speech is still ringing
in my ears. He stood for certam
high valueg political and moral values,
values like secularism, modesty, Hindu-
Muslim unity ang clean political life.
All these values are still very much
helpful to us if we look at the con.
temporary developments in  our
country. A couple of years back
when he was here, he expressed his
anxiety about the development of
communal tension all over the
country. Throughout his life he pro-
pagated the ideg of unity, especially
Hindu-Muslim unity of the country, 1
think the only thing we can do at this
stage is to follow his ideals. I pay
my homage, tribute to the great de-
parted leader. - -

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, rarely
mankind comes across a magbificent
person like Badshah Khan. He wag a
colossus amongst men, an apostle of
peace and a great disciple of Gandhiji.
Ag our Leader of the House has point-
ed out, he transcended geographical
boundaries in preaching/secularism,
peace and humanism. Sir, we all
know he was a great lieutenant of
Mahatma Gandhi. In fact, to avoid
partition when Gandhiji suggested &
solution that Mr, Mohammad Ali-
Jinnah should be made the Prime
Minister of united India, I think the
entire Working Committee members
rejected it but Badshah Khan slone
stood with Gandhiji. Such was his Jove
for united India. Ag Atalji has

’
.
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pointed out, he wag thrown tor the
wolves. In fact these were the wordg
of Badshah Khan. When India was
divided, when the country wag parti-
tioned, he shed tears .and said:
“Why are you throwing us to the
wolves?  But history has Leen made.
We cannot change it. But it is a
truth that he was thrown to the
wolves. Later he wanteq freedom
for his own nation, In fact, he
wanteq self-determination for Pakh-
toons.

India could have helped hig cauze,
but unfortunately we failed to  help
him. It was for different reasons.
But we recogn'sed his services. We
gave him Bharat Ratna. ’

Sir, as you have said, his ideals are
the beaconlight which should guide
us. I also wish that his dreams shenid
come true. I pay my respectful hom-
age on behalf of myself and on behalf
of my DMK Party.

S w@ TFEW wiwara o (I
WRW) A gt off, @@ wsga
TERIT @A I &A@ T F gEe
faela 9T Sty ST qGT @r W g,
w1 faare omaw gae fFr ¥ Ao
w=d 3T & AqE 7 W fgarT gee
fod & S # WA F H9g F@T
g | Mm7aR, a8 "afafza § f@ e
v w1 gfafq ¥ 99 FTaR I TEA{H
QT &1 AW T § 39 gy v
fad fam ST 9T & FEEr FY
FE FWT AT & & ST AET faaT
afew {wT Y wq g7 g W@ ar
Fgiy qrfeea™ & AT gae fwar
qONT FTOGRAG H 14 A9 TF IeFA
d7 1 F12, FfFT afFa™ F Jo
¥ 15 39 ¥ ufas 9 1 go SEa
Er HET 9T | W ATEY T
FT AT F G HERAT WEY F
Fugz a1 | 7 gfgan, afgsmar, qray
oL wd F @0 F AT "qwA Efaw
SfizT WY TARTF AU TART 4T
g | wEET, 1969 H T fuar
FPWT T T T AT FOHFIAX 9K
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WT W # IR AT gET A7 A
SH M T AW H qH-qua TR
WIEAR & "Gy AT fAiE 39
T N AT F gT AT F wgaar-
T2 [T fa<T § €7 g1 @ F 1w,
9% I #EY € S fagia § #ik
St Fq § SR al@ G 8 g
T AW W TR F ¥Aw §1 or
Fd § )

20

E

T TRl F A # g 0F A
3w 3fq wgd wgiafs wlag s

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATIO
(Jammu ang Kashmir): Sir, on behalf
of my Party, Jammu and -Kashmir
National Conference, and on my own
behalf, T associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by you in the
" Resolution placed before the House
and supported py the hon. Leader of
the House.

Badshah Khan was not only one of
- the greatest leaders of India but he
was also responsible for giving inspi-
ration for the nationalist movement in
Jammu and Kashmir, Sir, I remern-
ber with nostalgia the river proces-
sion in  Srinagar and
Sopore session of the Jammua and
_Kashrair Nationa! Conference in 1940.
I, as a young man, went ang heard
him speak at Sopore. In a very
- characteristic and unassuming man-
ner, he gave a philosophy of nationa-
lism ‘in two sentences. He said that
it was not that the Hindu was oppres-
sed or the Muslim was an cppressor.
It was only that oppression wasg there.
And when oppression was there, it did
not see whether it was a Hindu or a
Muslim. He gave this philosophy of
nationalism in such a way that the
whole audience running into lakhe of
people understood it in that lan-
guage. ] am happyv that he gave us
this inspiration at that time, We are
still burning that light in Kashmir
and will continue to be inspired by
the sypeeches that he made later on
in Kashmir. 1 also remember, when
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he visited Kashmir in 1982 or there-
abouts, he was put in a guest house.
After two days he felt uncomfort-
able and with his bundle in his hand
he went to the MLAs' hostel and
wanteq only a one-room tenement
for his stay. He was a great man
indeed, but the only tribute that we
con pay him at this juncture is that
we must keep the banner of secu-
larism and democracy flying in the
country from XKashmir to Kanya-
kumarj  This is the greatest tribute
that we cap pay to Badshah Khan.

Sir, I associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by you beca-
use Badshah Khan was such a great
personality that it is very difficuit to
say in words how great he was.
On behalf of my party and on my
own behalf [ request you to convey
to Khan Abdul Wali Khan and the
bereaved family our sense of grief
at the passing away of such a geat
leader who hag been the inspirer of
the Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference,

SHRI CHITTA BASU (West Ben-
gal): Sir, with all humility I join
you and the Leader of the House
in paying my mcst respectful and
deep homage to Badshah Khan who
has passed away recently,

Sir, history has it that Badshah
Khan was a legend of our sub-con-
tinent. History also hags it that for
decadeg together he strode the poli-
tical stage of the sub-continent like
a colossus. Badshah Khap lived and
fought for secular ideals and princi-
ples. For him, Indian freedom divor-
ced from secularism meant substan-
tial subtraction of the basic essentials
of Indian freedom, That is what he
meant about Indian freedom. In to-
day’s environment of our sub.conti-
nent—of rising communalism, reli-
gious fundamentalism, revivalism and
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obscurantism—the country would do
well by emulating the principles,
ideolcgy and teachings of Badshah

Khan, who, I say, symbolizes the
hopes and aspirations of the teem-

ing maillions of this sub-continent.
He did not belong to India alone but
the entire sub-continent for the
freedom of which he fought,

Sir, on behalf of my party and on
my own behalf, I request you to
convey our deepest homage to the

departed leader ag also our condo-

lenceg', to the bereaved family,K - °

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI (West
Bengal): Mr, Chairman, Sir, on be-
half of my party and on my own
behali!, I associate myself with the
sentimients that have been incorpo-
ated in the Resolution which you
have moved and ~which have been
supported by the Leader of the
House! and leaders of all the parties
who are present here in the House.

Sir, Badshah Khan was the Last
of the Mohicans of the freedom
strugyle of India, that is, last of a
select bhand of people under whose
leadership this country reacheq the
goal of freedom. But our sorrow
and #nguish at his passing away be-
come g little pointed when we re-
memiber the fact that the realities of
history and politics separated him
from free India, although in spirit he
was in India and was one of the
great well-wishers of India, He
creat:d free India, but he could not
be  citizen of this country. That is
a fact which we had to accept with
sorrow. Anyway, these things will
be forgotten, but the geat ideals for
whiclt he lived and fought will ai-
ways remain alive. And I again pay
homage to the departed soul.

SARDAR JAGJIT SINGH AURO-
RA (Punjab): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
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on behalf of Akali Dal and on my
own behalf, I fully associate myself
with the sentiments expressed in the -
proposed Resolution.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was a
great man in every sense of the
word. He walked tall not because
he was tall of stature; he had 3
stature because he possessed the finest
qualities of leodership. Sincere, ins-
piring, humane, humble and unas-
suming, his whole life was devotegq to
fisht against tyranny and injustice
regardless of odds. Fully committed
to the cause of righteousness, he
fought throughout hig life undaunted
and unmindful of the eventual resuit.
He blazed the trail of secularism and
justice, which, unfortunately, has
not been followed by many of us,
and the country had to be partition-

ed,

He is respected and loveq not for
worldly achievements, but for his
character qualities. His ideals and
principles were more important to
him than worldly achievements. .

I humbly pay my homage to this
great departed soul and request you
to convey my heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved family.

Thank you, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I now request
the hon. Members to rise in their
places in approval of the Resolution
which I have placed befors the
House and observe a two-minute
silence as a mark of respect to the
memory of Badshah Khan.

(Hon. Members then stood in
silence for two minutes)

OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: I also refer to
the passing away of Shri M. G.
Ramachandran, Shri Lakshmi Kant
Jha, Syed Mazhar Imam, Shri C. D.

Pande, Shri V. Venka ang Shri Kal-
poorj Thakur

Shri Marudur Gopala Menon Ra-
machandran, affectionately called
MGR, was the nation’s illustrious
son who was a legend in his life-
time. For nearly five decade MGR hag
‘been worshipped and adored by the
people of Tamil Nadu, first as g stage
and film actor, then as Chief Minis-
ter of the State. Shri Ramachandran
had complete hold over the masses
in his State, who were swayed by
his revolutionary ideag ang charis-
matic oratory and he became their



