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SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY: In conse-
quence of Mr. Chitta Basu's question,
I want to know from the hon. Minister
what is the difference between starva-
t on ang malnutrition. We.e there any
deaths at Kalahandj and Koraput in
Orissa? What were the reasons for
those deaths? Has the Government
instituted an inquiry into those deaths?

SHRY SUKH RAM: Sir, I have
already answered that I am not aware
about the deaths at Kalahandi, So,
the question of instituting an inquiry
does not arise at all. And the hon.
Member should know the difference
between starvation and malnutrition,
(Interruptions).

SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY: You
explain. .. (Interruptions) .
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

JAGESH DESAI): Question No. 243.

Loss to Crops and Plants cause by
Birds

*243, SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that ten per
cent of the Indian bird species are
depredatory to agriculture;

(b) whether it is alsg a fact that the
extent of economic loss caused by
birds is very high: and

(c) if so, what steps Governmen|
propose to take to reduce the loss tc
crops and plants due to such birc
menace?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI HAR] KRISHNA SHASTRI):
(a) to (c) A Statement is placed on
the Table of the Rajya Sabbha.

Statement

(a) Yes, Sir, Nearly 10 per cent of
the bird species are presently known
to feed on agricultura] crops in India.
However, only one per cent of these
are considered to be the serious de-
predators and are of concern to us.

(b) At times, birds do cause loss to
the crops, mainly to those that are in
isolated patches near their breceding
places, or to the off-season and late

sown Crops.

(¢) The Government is fully aware
of the situation and in order to carry
out stud.es on birds important to agri-
culture, the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research had in 1982 initiated
an All India Coordinateq Research
Project on Economic Ornithology. The
major objectives of the project include
investigations on birds, pests and their
peneficial role in 1nsect pest control,
The project has five cenirese, »iz.,
Andhra Pradesh Agricultural Univer-
s,ty, Hyderabad; Gujarat Agricultural
University, Anand; Rajasthan Agricul-
tural  University, Bikaner; Punjab
Agricultural University, Ludhiana and
Indian Agricultural Research Institute,
New Delhi, As a result of these
sutdies, effective measurcs to repel and
avoid damage by the birds have been
evolved and recommended,

1. Physical and mechanical
measures.

9 Control through Agricultural
practices,

3. Use of medicines.

SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO: Sir,
our country is basically an agricultural
country. And you know Very v.vell,
Sir, an all-out support has to b.e given
te the  agricultural community 1

[ RAJYA SABHA ]
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India. And this House is also aware
that recently about 20 farmers have
committeq suicide in Andhra Pradesh
because of white fly disease in Andhra
Pradesh for the last three years.

AN HON. MEMBER: White fly?

SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO: It is
not exactly a bird. That 1s also a
part of it. 20 people have committed
suicide because of this. I would like
to know from the hon. Minister
whether any pesticide .or anything has
been developed to control this disease,
Secondly, what is the total loss caused
by birds? Has it been reduced in the
last five years?

SHRI HARI KRISHNA SHASTRI:
Sir, this question which he has asked
about white flies does not pertain to
this question. ‘This has been answered
earlier by the hon. Minister.

As far as damage caused to the
crops by the birds is concerned, it
ranges from ‘zero’ {o ‘ten’ per cent,

SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAOQ: Sir,
our hon, Minister is also in charge of
agrciultural research, I would like to
know whether any effort has been
made, any development—ha®taken
place in the field of scientific research
to control this white fly disease.

gfe @t (st wwm  @w)
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Fe ST FgE FT O AATT FA
g 4g 9AFT @IT ¥
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frer w7 &, T oAmva g
S8 gmAt & fraww oww @wd
g & 3 Aga@rd ax& g7 ofdrdr
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T, Sg qw T w &
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FT AT 3AF MU ST AT IF
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SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA:
Si-, I thought the question was limited
to brds only. I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether he is
aware that birds are menace not only
to standing crops hut also to airplanes,
I would like to know whether some
action has been taken in this regard.

However, the question which I would
like to ask of the hon. Minister is, in
view of the Prime Minister’s decision
to undertake a district-wise survey of
agricultura] crops, whether birds are
‘alo included  in this district-wise
T would also
like to know whether remote sensing
by our satellite which are now able
to give a picture of the crops, even
district-wise, would be considered for
getting more information in regard to
birds and crops.

Mt WA AW TTAATEH T
weres, s @ Ay w0 §
uF @17 gz F4r v 3w oo
g W ¥ uIHEEg § oo
AFAT  FAT E | ST A F
¥ gAAT g gt g fE S guny
gard we2 &, 9T 9T A qal¥
¥ O gawrw AT Sifge fw awl
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gErE T | Fgi W1 SrAET R g
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FgT ¥ oHWR qT. | .
(sTFgiR). .. 98 TAYGR ¥ gL =
gar g, .. (smaww ). ..

TR MAAT IR SIESTEe
TEIEA, HIT FART AHATF |

st WWA A Agigd, § TAF
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gfa  famfegrem, NFmz (4)
qora Ffy  fawfaarrey, sfraEr
M (5) wATT FT g geor,
7t feeeflt | 2 FFT qT g Sim
F OHW 1982 7 A g 1 gH
I qTT FT oag 7 Trod F w9
IFATH FF g7 AFAT ¥ W AT
L% FIT T g FI A |

WELCOME TO PARLIAMENTARY
DELEGATION FROM PALESTINE
NATIONAL COUNCIL

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI): Hon. Members, 1
have an announcement to make,

{ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questions 28

We have with us this morning,
seateq mn the Special Box, Members
of a Parliamentary Delegation from
the Palestine National Council which -
is currently on a visit to our country
under the distingu'shed leadership of
His Excellency Sheikh Abdul Hameed
F}-Sayeh, Speaker of the Palestine
National Council. The other members
of the delegation are:

1. Mr. Khaled El-Hassan, Chairman
of the Parliamentary and Foreigr
Relations Committee.

2, Mr, Abdul Latif Othman, Member-
PNC.

3, Mr. Abdul Rahman Hourani,

Member-PNC.

4, Mrs. Intisar Al-Wazir, Member-
PNC. o

On behalf of the Members of the
House and on my own behalf, I take
pleasure in extending a very hearty
welcome to the Leader and other
membe-s of the delegation and wish
our distinguished guests a very enjoy-
able and fru'tfu]l stay in our country.
We hope that during their. stay here,
they would be able tg see and learn
more about our Parliamentar system,
our country ang our'meir
visit to this countr will further
strengthen the  friendly bonds that
exist between us, Through them, we
convey our greetings and best wishes
to thc members of  the Palestine
National Council and the friendly
people of Palestine.

ORAL, ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS—.
Contd.

Decline in the Number of Placements
for Jobs

*244. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Wil] the
Minister of LABOUR be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that while
the number of job seekets has been



