[24 November, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

has completely been destroyed; more than 40 people died; 3.5 lakh livestock
lost; 80,000 houses were totally or partially damaged and hundred of villages
cut off due to overflowing of several rivulets and streams and breaches in
tanks and canals. Almost all Mandais in these districts were under waist-
deep water for several days and made the lives of the people agonizingly
ordeal. The State Government could do very little due to the magnitude of
"OGNI". Just to give an example, 273 mm of rain has been recorded in just
two days. The State Government has requested the Centre for assistance.
The Union Government sent a Central Team which had vnsuted the afected
areas on the 9th November, 2006, and submitted its report to the Gol for
assistance. But, so far, nothing has been released by the Gol.

Hence, | request for immediately deciaring “OGNI" as a nationai
calamity and releasing Rs. 1,100 crores as relief to the State. | also request
the Gol to help the State in getting Rs. 5,000 crores from the World Bank
to repair the drainage system in the above districts. Thank, you, Sir.

Demand for inclusion-of Gorkha Darjeeling Hill Council in the
sixth schedule
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' THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri Pyareial

Khandelwal, not here; ShriAjay Maroo, not here; Shri Thanga Tamil Selvan,

not here; Shri Rudra Narayan Pany, not here; ShriR. Shunmugasundaram,
not here; and, Shri Mahendra Mohan,not here. .

The House stands adjourned to meet at 11.00 a.m. on Monday, the
27th November, 2006.

The House then adjourned at twelve minutes past five of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Monday, the 27th November, 2006.
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