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Need to amend the lawg relating to
copyright for the benefit of the
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Rise in prices 0of essential commodities
affecting ordinary consumerg

SHRI CHIMANRHAI MEHTA
(Gujarat): Madam Deputy Chairman,
7 thank you for allowing me %o
raise a burning issue, j.e. the price
rise. Unfortunately some other issues
are being projected, but this vital
issue is not attracting the attention of
the distinguished representatives of
the people. Therfore, I have
raised it here.

The prices of wholesale goods have
gone Up during the last one year, ie.
from June 1986 to May 1987, The in-

[7 AUG. 19871

Mentions 286

dex was 350 in June 1936, It has
gone up to 392.5 i:n May thls year.
It means that it has gone up by more
than 40 points during the last one
vear, Thig is very much alarming, .

The cosumer price index for indus-
trial workers has also gone up like-
wise, It was 100 in 1960 and it has
gone up to 703 thig year. It means
that during, the last 25 yearg the
Priceg have gone up seven times. Re-
cently, the prices of consumer goods
such as tea, milk, milk products, sugar
and other products have also gone up.

The Vice-Chairman (Shri Jagesh
Desai in the Chair) About in-
dustrial items, raw materia] for
industries, newspaper bprint, cotton
and other things, the prices
are also going up. It is being feared
on the basis of newspaper reports that
steel prices are likely to be Thigher.
Therefore, an alarming situation ig de-
veloping on the price front and the
middle-clasg people, the working class
and the poor people are suffering more
and more under the drugs of the price
increase, Industrial production also
hag suffered during the last ane year.
In the year 1984-85, the rate of growth
was 8.6 per cent, in 1985-86, the rate
of growth was 8.7 per cent and in 1986
87, the average for the ten months of
the year is 7.7 per cent which means
1 per cent less. Now, when we look at
the alarming situation, the near-
famine gituation and the drought
situation—the drought situatiop, we
discussed here yesterday—we feel
that agricultura! production will go
down and alsp the industrial raw
materials that are required from the
agricultural front like cotton oilseeds
jute, etc. will be iy short supply and
the industrial goods, the wmanu-
factured goods, will alsg be in
short supply and consequently, the
prices will go up. This being a very
alarming situation, I repeat, a very
alarming situation, this House should
discuss this issue and I would like to
draw the attention through you, nf the
Finance Ministry and other concerned
economic Ministries to have g5 full
debate on this issue of price rise. Let



