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WRITTEN     ANSWERS     TO     QUES-
TIONS 

U.S. Grant for Development of Agriculture 

"363. SHRI DHARAM CHANDER 
PRASHANT: Will the Minister of 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has recently given 
grants to the extent of Rs. 63 lakhs to Indian 
Scientists who work with American 
counterpart from U.S.D.A. and U.S. 
Agricultural Universities and the Centre for 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement; 

(b) if so, what are the reasons that the 
Ministry are not taking tse assistance from the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture to develop 
Agriculture and Horticulture in Punjab to help 
the farmers of Punjab rather than depending 
upon a Soft drink company (Pepsi Cola) to 
develop our agriculture; and 

(c) how many Research establishments 
are there in Punjab to develop agriculture and 
horticulture? 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI G. S. DHILLON): (a) Yes, Sir. 
However, the grant agreements are strictly 
bilateral bet ween the Indian Institutions and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
and do not include any funds for the Centre 
for Internaltinal "Maize and Wheat 
Improvement. 

(b) The imputation that the Mm-istrv is 
"depending upon a Soft Drink Company 
(Pepsi Cola) to deveop our agriculture" is not 
correct and is at variance with the factual 
position. The Ministry is taking assistance 
from the US Department of Agriculu-e 
(USDA)  develop Agriculture and 
Horticulture in Punjab, as is evident from the 
fact that seven out of a total of 75 Research 
Projects in India funded by the USDA are in 
operation in Punjab. 

(c) There are 21 Regional Research 
Stations/Centres/Institutes  in   Operation in the 
Punjab State   to develop agriculture  and 
horticulture. 

 
Introduction     of     Crop      Insurance 

Scheme 

*366. SHRI LAL K. ADVANI: 

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR; 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state. 

(a) the States|Union Territories which 
have not yet introduced the Crop Insurance 
Scheme; 

(b) the estimated damage that the farmers 
have suffered in each of these States|Union 
Territories during     the 


