5 Oral Answers [ 19 MAR. 1987 ] to Questions 6

cussion. As the hon. Member is aware, there

is no firm decision on this. In fact, this subject

has beea referred by some States to the
Sarkaria Commission because it concerns
Gentre-State relations as to who controls the
second channel.
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SHRI ARUN SINGH. Sir I hav, no doubt at
all that there is no reason to advertise unless it
is to promote the sales of a product. Therefore,
it is entirely logical that advertising increases
sales and' sales by definition means number of
consumers. The problem that faces Govern-
ment and Doordarshan is to ensure that this
process by which revenues are earned by

Doordarshan is not at variance with the.

national policy. In order to ensure this the

Audience Research Unit has been established.

They have not only their own capability but
also market research agencies and so on to

keep a check on this.

SHRI BIR BHADRAPRATAP

SINGH. Sir, the basic question still remains

and that is, what should be depict-

ed and what should be- the scope of adver-
tisements. The hon. Minister has said that the
the Board controls them and the Board is
provided certain prohibitions. But what
should be the posilive side of prohibition is
one aspect. It has come to show that certain
Members of Parliament do not know that
there is poverty in the country. Somebody
remarked that probably he did not know that
he had two legs to stand on. The whole
question is, what is the positive aspect? At
least, the Members may not be ignorant of the
poverty amd the poor man's culture. There-
fore, since the Government is revising the
policy, will the Government take this aspect
into consideration? -

MR, CHAIRMAN. Probably that Mem ber
is standing on four legs..

SHRI ARUN SINGH. The hon. Member
has expanded the scope of the ques-tion far
beyond what is contained in the maim
Question.  The  question relates to
advertisements on  Doordarshan and the
Member has actually raised the question of
policy on Doordarshan and what should be
depicted on Doordarshan. May I request him
kindly give separate notice for this?

*303. [The questioner {Shri Prpmod
Mahajan) was absent. For answer, vide cols.
34 infra

*304. [The questioner {Shri Jagdambt
Prasad Yadav) was absent. For answer vide
cols. 34-35 infra],

T. V. Centre at Gadehiroli In Maharashtra

*305. SHRI NARESH C. PUGLTA* Will
he Minister of INFORMATION AND
BRAODCASTING be pleased  to
state:

(a) what is the number of T. V. centres
proposed to be opened in Maharashtra in
1987-88;

(b) whether it is a fact that demands have
been made from time to time for the setting
up of a T. V. centre at Gadehiroli in
Mabharashtra; and

(c) if so, what decision Government
have taken in thig regard?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE MINISTRY
OF DEFENCE (SHRI ARUN SINGH): (a)
Four new TV transmitters of 100 W power
are expected to be commissioned in
Maharashtra during 1987-88.

(b) Yes, Sir.
(c) One of the four new transmitters to

be commissioned in Maharashtra during
1987-88 will be located at Gadchiroli:

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: It is like a
proxy. Where is the Minister? (Interruptions).

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: It has become a
law college.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 8
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MR. CHAIRMAN: And you have nothing
to say about Naxalites.
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SHRI JAGESH DESAI; Sir, Gadchiroli is
the most backward district in Maharashtra.
Adivasi people are staying there. There are no
cinema theatres in that area and there is no
entertainment for them and information
education is also not provided to them. I
would like to know whether the Minister will
take personal interest and see that such
stations are put in Adivasi and backward areas
so that they can get some type of entertain-,
ment and education.

SHRI ARUN SINGH: It is exactly for that
purpose that these stations are being
commissioned in 1987.
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SHRI ARUN SINGH: Sir, the question of
excise duties and tax on television sets has
nothing to do with th, I & B Ministry, But |
will pass on the Suggestion...

MR. CHAIRMAN; Whether you would
use that money to subsidise development.

SHRI ARUN SINGH: So far as advertising
revenues are concerned, the position is that in
fact almost one per cent of the total
expenditure in the Seventh Plan on
Doordarshan is coming out of the revenues
earmed by Doordarshan. What I would leave,
through you, Sir, with the hon. Members is
this question whether we should allow
advertising revenues to be the sole and whole
purpose of Doordarshan.

SHHRI DHARANIDHAR BASUMA-
TARI: There is no doubt that TV is the most
important ifiedia of instruction and our late
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi

had a dream that unless and until. TV coverage
spreads to the whoir of India, education cannot
be spread. I want to know from the hon.
Minister what plans he hp. s in view for the
realisation of that dream of Smt. Indira
Gandhi.

MR. CHAIRMAN; What plans have, you
got to reach all the remote corners of the
country?

SHRI ARUN SINGH: Sir, there are two
problems. One is the question of transmission
signals itelf and the other is tht Question of
television sets, which will receive those
signals. So far as transmission signals are
concerned, as I said, by the end of the Seventh
Plan nationally we hope to cover
approximately, plus] minus a few per cent, 80
per cent of tht total population of India.

So far as television sets are concerned, I am
afraid I have no information on that. By and
large this is a subject which is handled by the
State Government.
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SHRI ARUN SINGH; Sir, it is clear that
there is a process of learning involved. A 100-
watt transmitter will, no, doubt, over a period
of time, require to be replaced selectively by
one kilowatt and 10 kilowatt transmitters. This
process has begun.

+

We haven't yet covered India from the 100
KV point of view and, therefore, it is a
gradual process. I assume by the eighth or
ninth Plan all these things will be taken care
of.

*306. [The questioner (Shrimati Renu-ka
Chowdhury) was absent. For answer vide
col. 35 infra].



