149 Written Answers [17 NOV. 1986] to Questions 150

Defective LPG Cylinders

1307. SHRI SUKOMAL SEN:

SHRI MOSTAFA BIN QUA-
SEM:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS be pleased to state-.

(a) whether the attention of Government
has been drawn to the news which appeared
in the News Time of 20th October, 1986
attributing LPG cylinder blasts to welding
defects;

(b) if so, what is the correct position, in
this regard and what is the reaction of
Government thereto; and

(c) what measures Government pro
pose to take to prevent such blasts?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS (SHRI BRAHM DUTT);
(a) Yes, sir.

(b). and (¢) LPG cylinders for oil marketing
companies are required to be manufactured
according to ISl specifications and are purchased
by the companies after suitable quality control
checks. Before filling at the LPG Bottling
'Plants' , cylinders are visually inspected for de-
fects. Also periodical statutory pressure tests of
LPG cylinders are conducted to ensure safety.
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Use of Hydrogen Fuej

1309. SHRI TALARI MANOHAR:
Will the Minister of ENERGY be pleased to
state:

(a) whether hydrogen promises to be the
fuel of tomorrow as reported in the Economic
Times of the 29th October, 1986; if so, what
are the details of recent developments in this
regard in India 'and abroad; and

(b) whether R&D effort has made pro-
gress in this direction towards practical trials
and use of this fuel and if so, what are the
details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI

VASANT SATHE): (a) and (b) Hydrogen has
the potential to play the role of a fuel for
common use in the long term future. R&D,
particularly for transport uses, involving
modification engines to run on hydrogen,
development of new methods of storage and
proto-type vehicles is in progress in various
countries such as USA, West Germ'any,
Japan, Canada and India.

R&D programme covering production of
hydrogen based on solar energy, storage of
hydrogen in the form of metal



