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REFERENCE TO THE SCARCITY OF
POTABLE WATER IN GUJARAT

SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA {(Guja-
rat): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, due to suc-

“cessive failures of the monsoon in Saura-

shtra and other parts of Gujarat, the pro-
blem of drining water has assumed the
form of acute crisis. During last year, the
potable water crisis was so acute that
water had to be transported in trains run-
ning over the distance of 200 kms. This
time because of second successive failure
of the raing in Saurashtra, ground water
resources tapped last year mostly, are no
longer mobilisable, either the underground
waters have gone further deep or turned
saltish or have dried up. Gujarat Govern-
ment ig preparing a mastar plap to make
potable water available to the people but
the technical and the financia] resuorces
of the State have beep overstrained dur-
ing last year's scarcity and it is going to
be extremely difficult for the State Gov-
ernment, this year to further shoulder
the burden of the water crisis spread over
the larger parts of Gujarat compared to
last year’s scarcity conditions,

The delayed clearance of Rs. 6000
crores Narmada Irriagtion Project of
national importance has to an extent added
to the problem of water-crisis, The Minis-
try for Environment and Forests has held
up the clearance of the Project for the
proposal of diversion of about 13,000 hec-
tares of forest land of Gujarat,” Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra for the Sardar

Srovar Project in Broach district of Guja~ . .

rat is since long under the consideration

.of the Central Government and if is also





