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REFEFENCE TO THE ECONOMIC 
BACKWARDNESS OF TRIPURA AND 

THE NEED FOR EXTENSION OF 
RAILWAYS AND SETTING UP OF 

PAPER MILLS AND OTHER 
INDUSTRDES IN THE STATE 

SHRI NARAYAN KAR (Tripura): Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, Sir, I rise to draw the 
attention of the House and, the. Government 
of India to the longstanding demands of the 
people of Tripura through this Special Men-
tion. 

Sir, yesterday I have received a telegram 
from Tripura. The telegram stated that in 
Tripura thousands of people led by various 
mass organisations have been staging the 
whole day a "Mass Dharna" on 8th November, 
1986, in front of all the Central Government 
offices to raise their long standing demands 
for extension of railways, setting up of gas-
based fertilizer industry, spinning mills and 
jute mills, etc. 

You know that Tripura, as a part of the 
North Eastern Region, is facing unprecedented 
crisis. It is unfortunate that this region remains 
most backward after 39 years of indepen-
dence, though major part of the population is 
either tribals or refugees; 



 

from Bangladesh (erstwhile East Pakistan) . 
This under-development is a fertile ground for 
imperialist forces who are using all divisive 
forces to disrupt our unity. To meet this chal-
lenge, what is the most important is to build 
up an infrastructure for rapid economic 
progress. Extension of railways not only to 
Tripura but to other States of this region is 
most important and vital from this aspect. We 
are proud to claim that the democratic forces 
in Tripura have mobilised the people since 
long for extension of railways, to break the 
isolation of this land-locked State which is al-
most surrounded by Bangladesh. Tripura has 
rich raw materials plenty of gas and forest 
products which if utilised properly, can offer 
employment and living to 23 lakhs of its 
population of whom 70 per cent are refugees, 
29 per cent are tribals, and 80 per cent are 
below the poverty line. 

Sir, after the lunfortunate June 1980 riot in 
Tripura, even the Dinesh Singh Committee set 
up by the Central Government to go into the 
causes of the riot, observed that economic 
backwardness was the main cause of it. They 
recommended, among other things, extension of 
railways setting up of paper mill and other 
industries. - But the Central Government quietly 
ignored these recommendations. 

Sir, Tripura has at the moment only 34 km 
of M.G. railways. Though all the three survey 
works upto Agartala, the capital town of the 
State, have been completed, it is difficult to 
understand why the Central Government could 
rot include this extension work in the Seventh 
Central Plan. This extension brooks no delay. 
Therefore, in order to emphasise the high 
importance of this work and to mobilise the 
broadest possible public opinion in favour of 
this extension and in setting up of gas-based 
fertilizer industry, spinning mill and jute mill 
In Tripura, 220 students and youth from 
Tripura belonging to 10 organisations had 
undertaken a long jour- 

ney of about 2700 km from Agartala to New 
Delhi on the 7th May, 1986, carrying with 
them 1,08,000 signatures, and a deputation 
has met the different Ministers, including the 
Prime Minister, who had assured that the 
matter had been taken up for sympathetic 
consideration. But, Sir, six months have 
already passed and nothing was heard from 
the Central Government in this respect. Sir, 
the Tripura Legislative Assembly,. on no less 
than half a dozen occasions, adopted a 
unanimous resolution in favour of these 
demands. In the Parliament itself and outside 
the Parliament, all over the country, democra-
tic-demand people pleaded for extension of 
railways to all the States in that region. 

Therefore, Sir, I would like to draw the 
attention of the House and demand that the 
Prime Minister may come forward with a 
statement about the demands of the people of 
Tripura so that the long-standing demands of 
1he- Tripura people can be solved.    Thank 
you, Sir. 
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