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cities, the concept of putting dished antenna 
in multistoried buildings for direct reception  
is  catching  on. 

Beaming Madras programmes through 
satellite is technically feasible because: 
Original INSAT programme provides for 
permanent as well as portable earth stations at 
Madras. 

Therefore, once the Government 'decides to 
permit Madras TV to relay programmes 
through satellites and release one channel in 
INSAT for this purpose, this could  be 
effected almost immediately. 

I strongly condemn the callous attitude of 
the Central Government to the urgent need of 
Tamil Nadu and request steps to fulfil the 
demand. 

OUTBREAK AND SPREAD OF EN-
CEPHALITIS IN TAMIL NADU AND 
ANDHRA PRADESH 

SHRI T. R. BALU (Tamil Nadu): Madam 
Deputy Chairman, I rise en an important issue 
which is persistently threatening the country 
particularly Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, 
i. e. the brain fever, otherwise called as the 
Japanese B. Encephalitis. This vira] brain 
fever has so far claimed the lives of J 85 
children in Tamil Nadu. The districts of South 
Arcot, Tanjone, Chingleput, North Arcot, 
Trichi, Ramanathapuram, Tinneveli, Salem 
and Dhaxanvpuri are the most affected areas. 
In all 386 children in 277 villages have been 
affected. As far as Andhra Pradesh is 
concerned, the dreaded disease has claimed 
360 lives of children in Kurnool, Guntur and 
Prakasam districts. 

Madam, the disease carried by mosquitos is 
marked by fever which grows in intensity, 
pain in head and back, stiff neck, 
unconsciousness and even paralysis or sudden 
death. The virus, carried by qulex mosquitos 
multiplies in the blood of pigs after the 
animals are bitten by the mosquitos. The 
preventive vaccine available in Japan which 
costs Rs. 30 per vial, would be supplied only 
by orders and that too, due to ban order of the 
Indian Government  the  drugs could  not 

be imported. This state of affairs has to be 
viewed rather seriously and     the ban order on 
import of medicine    shall be removed 
immediately, so that the lives   of the children 
could be saved in time. In, November   1978, the     
epidemic      swept through the States of Assam, 
West Bengal Uttar Pradesh. Bihar and     
Madhya  Pradesh, and as many as 1300 fatalities 
were recorded. In  1981  again in the month of 
November parts of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and     Karnataka     came  under the kthal 
influence of the viral fever. A high incidence   of 
the   disease   was      reported from Anantapur, 
Kolar, Tumkur, Tirune-lveli  and Tirichirapally     
districts   in the three  States  of  Andhra  
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Hence  I 
request the Treasury Benches t0 kindly look upon 
this situation  and     the danger that    has been  
posed  to   this  country   due  to this disease  
since   1978. Nearly   nine   years have passed. It 
is rather unfortunate that neither the Central   
Government  nor the state Government have 
made serious efforts •to fight the disease. That 
shows the careless attitude of the Government. I 
request the Health Minister, through you, 
Madam to make a statement on th, s steps taken 
to eradicate encephalitis   Thank you. 

REFERENCE TO THE NEED FOR 
PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF BODH STUPAS IN MADHYA 
PRADESH 
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REFERENCE TO THE DROUGHT AND 
FAMINE CONDITIONS IN SOME PARTS 
OF RAJASTHAN 

 


