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for the first time. We know it had
broadcast tMe death news of Shri
Jayaprakash Narayan and the House
stood in silence. We also know that
All India ‘Radio ‘had broadcast the
death news of Shri Jagjivan Ram.
Therefore, I would like to know-how
long this imporfant news media con-
trolled by the Government of India
shall be alléwed to cofifinue in such
irresponsible way which brings dis-
grace, not to the Government alone,
but to the country ag a whole?
Therefore Madam, with your kind
indulgence, I shall seek that the Gov-
ernment takes immediate measures,
proper measures, so that news without
proper corroboration is not broad-
cast. Thig ig one. Secondly, people
who are responsible for guch false-
hood being carried on in the news
bulletins, as part of the political cam-
paign of the Americans and the
South Koreans, are brought to books
immediately. Thirdly, Madam. I re-
quest the hon. Minister concerned to
make a statement and send an apo-
logy to the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Xorea be cause we
have broadcast a false news about
the murder o the Head of the coun-
try.

REFERENCE TO THE AGITATION
- BY WOMEN VENDORS OF IMPHAL
AGAINST THr DEVELOPMENT
PLANS OF THE STATE
GOVERNMENT

SHRIMATT ELA RAMESH BHATT
(Nominated). Madam Deputy Chair-
man the news-item which appeared
in the ‘Indian Expréss’ on 16th Nov-
ember, is quite distur¥ng to all of
us. About 6,000 woémien vendors of
Imphal in Manipur are on vigil to
protect their little gpace in the mar-
ket. For the last seven months, these
women vendors are stdnding there
day and night in the market. As the
deport says, it all started on the 8th
January this year when the news
came to the wormen that the Govern
ment is going 4o demolish their vend.
ing sheds in the market ang build 2
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new multi-sioreyed complex in its
place. Only ten days back, other
sisters in the fruit market adjoining
this market were evicted from their
vending - stalls. Therefore, the fear
of the market women of Imphal is not
ili-founded. The Government have
decided to construct a four-storeyed
market eomplex on the site with the
assistance of HUDCO. The market
women do welcomZ¥his improvement
in thei» market place. They are not
registing it totally. But they do net
want to sacrifice the traditional iden-~
tity of the Manipuri market. They
do not want wallg in between. They
do not want high-rise structures.
Obviously, all retail sales of vege-
tables and fruits and such products
have to be open, accessible and visi-
ble. It cannot be in a multi-storeyed
building. There should he a direct
combact between the  seller and the
buyer. Madam, the women fear loss
of their business 3s I hag been the
experience of tha handloom market
women of Lakhi Bazar which is ad.
jacent to the present market which
we are talking of. The women also
fear that in the proposed new market
building, looking to the high price of
the stalls, it is the men who will re-
plate them. A continuous dialogue
is going on befween the market wo-
men representatives and the Govern-
ment of Manipur. Even
1.00 .M. the Chiet Minister has
been met twice but no
solution has yet been reached. 1
learn, some three monthg back the
women have also given a memoran-
dum to the Prime Minjster. Yet, there
i no solution. It is gbout 7 months-
and according to the latest informa-
tion that I have, there is a tetal stale-
mate and an atmosphere of mistrust.

Madam Deputy Chairman, this
battle is not limited to Imphal, and
that is why T want to make special .
mention about the plight of the total
vendors in our big cities. A gsimilar
battle between the municipal goverti-
ment officials and police is going on
everyday in all the major cities of
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the countfy. On behalf of the self-
employed women with whom I have
been connected for a long time I
wish to state thit we have been fight-
ing such battles for space of 2 tokri.

‘We had a conference also in Delhi in

last April where the Prime Minister
himgelf had given strong support to
the women vendors. At that time
the Prime Minister had also announc-
ed setting up of a Commission for
the self-employed Women, which we
are very éagefly looking forward.

So, I appeal to the Government to
show positive attitude towards ven-
dorg of the cities, not to treat them
as nuisance oOr as criminals, They
should decide what the status
of vendors and hawkery in big
cities and in our markets js.
Lastly., 1 aptal to the Govern-
ment to core forward with a
solution to this problems and not to
make it a matter of party or political
fight.

SHRI JAGESH DESA] (Maha-
rashtra): Madam, I support this. We
all support this. Recently I was in
Imphal. This is the only women
market in India and I associate my-
self with their issue.

AN HON MEMBER: We all sup-
port i,

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA
~ (West Bengal): Madam. I also sup-

port this. I have been representing
the case to the Prime Minister. On
a number of occasiong the women
vendors have come here. They have
met the Prime Minister and the
Prime Minister, in front of these
women, has sald that something con-
crete will be done.. So, let there be
unanimous support of the House on
thig issue. Let the Minister of Par-
Hamentary Affairs take note of this
‘angd send it to the Prime Minister so
that something concrete could be
done for them.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRA-
VARTY (Assam): Something posi-
tive must be done for them. I also
-associate myself with their issue.

[ RAJYA SABHA]
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