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REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED 
GOVERNMENT DECISION TO CLOSE 

DOWN THREE UNITS OF THE HIN-
DUSTAN FERTILISER CORPORATION 

LIMITED IN ASSAM 

SHRI    NAGEN    SAIKIA       (Assam): 
Madam, I am thankful  to you for per 
mitting      me to      raise    the      question 
of      the      fate        of      the HFCL 
factories.. The Central Government's move to 
close down three factories of  the Hindustan 
Fertiliser Corporation Limited, briefly HFCL, 
in the eastern sector i. e. in Namrup, Barauni  
and Durgapur, is 

going to affect 10, 000 direct employees, a 
good number of contractors, which will cross 
a few thousand number, thousand's of families 
of the employees, labourers, huge number of 
daily wage-earners and petty contractors 
badly. Moreover, development for agriculture 
and agricultural production will be slowed 
down, ancillary industries like Assam Petro-
Chemicals will be badly affected. The 
decision to stop the commissioning activities 
at Haldfa project and its associated offices 
also carries the indication of dark future of  
the project. 

Assam, being one of the richest States in 
natural resources and the most backward in 
industrialisation in the country, has enough 
reasons to feel that the Central Government 
always has been trying to keep away the State 
from the industrial map of the country. For 
even a small industry, the people of the State 
are to launch agitational programmes, 
sometimes to lay even precious lives for such 
causes. 

It is also found that most of the so-called 
expertise, of course not all, sent from other 
parts of the country, have least love for the 
State and least commitment for her 
development. They always try to build up their 
own images brightly at the cost of those 
industries or corporations and by showing 
inefficiency of the local people. I apprehend 
the existence of such -evil hands behind the 
decision of the Government to close down 
these factories on the plea that these factories 
are giving much loss. In case, of Namrup, they 
even are trying to show that the long Anam 
agitation was a cause of loss for the project. 
These people can only damage the cause of the 
State. Moreover, the main reasons for 
incurring loss are not spelled out by the 
authorities before the country. The first and 
the foremost reason is of using unproven 
indigenous technology for such big projects, 
while in other parts of the country proven 
technology has been and is being used for such 
projects. For example, Nangal and Bhatinda 
can be cited. But the factories of the HFCL are 
neglected and are denied of all facilities 
rendered to other factories. There is break 
down of unproven and obsolete equipment 
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frequently. This results in victimisation of 
hundreds and thousands of people, and the 
State's industrial life is also affected ad-
versely. 

The second important reason is erratic 
power supply for which the production is 
badly affected. Another important reason is 
faulty pricing of products. The employees' 
Union of Namrup has clearly stated, as it 
c&me out in the Anam Tribune of 24th 
November, 1986, that: 

"Besides various other factors, un-
realistic basis of achievement of capacity 
utilisation is one of the prime factors of 
losses. The rampant corruption at the top in 
collusion with the policy makers is 
contributing a lot to this ill-fate of the 
Corporation. " 

The very objective of establishing the fac-
tories are going to be frustrated jn this way. I 
would like to draw the attention of the House 
to this matter and demand assurance from the 
Government that (1) not a single employee 
will be thrown out; 
(2) the unproven obsolete machineries will be 
replaced by proven and modem ones; 
(3) the factories of the HFCL will not be 
closed down; (4) the people at the helm of the 
affairs will be replaced by unbiased and 
efficient people with genuine love to the 
human and to the country. Fifthly, a thorough 
enquiry should be instituted to find out the 
evil hands. I caution the Government not to 
play with the lives of the people of the State. 
Thank you. 
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