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on improving the sports facilities In

thf schools after sometime.

SHRI NIRMAL CHATTERIEE:
When?,
SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO:

After sometime. We are working out
the thing. We will be taking you in-
to confidence as and when figures are
ready. (Interruptions) It is not a
question of a tirne-bound programme.
This is being looked into as an
integrated scheme for the first time-.
It wi'4 take time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you
should address the Chair and not the
Member directly. Mr. Salve.

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE; We may appre-
ciate the limitations of the hon. Minister in
the realm of sports, culture etc., *here she
says that all that we can do is to finance,
ind  help the State = Governments.
But I ara a little confused at what the hon.
Minister his said about a very limited
scheme of identifying ISO sportsmen and
ali that. What is the objective? Does she
think that she is going to produce world-
beaters with these 150 children being hand-
ed over to five coaches, and by building in-
frastructure. This happens to be a typical-
ly bureaucratic scheme, to be implemented
in selected aras. The question is. do wc or
do we not want to produce wecrld-beaters?
I do not know whether anybody has any
idea of how they are produced. Each
athlete is picked up at the age of four or
five or six and each one is put in charge
of one or two or three coaches exclusively
and it will also be laid down what should
be their diet, what should be the number of
calories which one should take when
he or she gets up, what he or she
should eat what he or ?he .should drink
and so on. I would like to know  whe-
ther we wi'l be able to produce
world-beaters. It Is an eternal
shame that in a country of 70—75 crore
population, we have not been ."We to pro-
duce even one world-beater and this is only
bcause the Government is not taking ap-
propriate steps in the right direction. Tn
Russ<"a and Czecholovakia. Rumania and
Hungry, they are producing world-heaters
for th" single reason that their approach
is right. Way [ know of the hon. Minister,
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firstly, whether they will be able to pro-
duce world-beaters with the help of the
scheme which they have and, secondly, if
this is not an adequate scheme, is there
any thought being given to the fact that we
need to produce world-beaters?

AN HON. MEMBER; Including circket.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: Sir,
we all have the same approach and vision
which Mr. Salve has , Not that we do not
have this.  All we said is that there has not
been a systematic effort to tap  talent at
a sufficiently  young age. Therefore, it
was felt that we should concentrate and
pick up children at a young age and give
them the necessary facilities which do net
exist today and that is why a new scheme
has been thought of. Of course, there is
r improvement. Bui given
the existing financial limitations ...............

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: Sir, is it an
answer?

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA; ..the
b:-st we can do is to make the maximum
use of tlie facilities which are available
and then plan for whatever expansion we
may have in view.

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: Sir, if ya\
satisfied, we are satisfied.

(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.

Conversion of the State Highways into
National Highways
24. SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAV-
RAO JADHAYV |
SHRI RAOOF VALIULLAH:

Will the Minister of TRANSPORT be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under
Government's  consideration to convert
State highways into National Highways in
different parts of the country;

(b) whether Government have received
any proposals from Maharashtra Govern-
ment in this regard; and

TThe question was actually asked on
the floor of 'he House by Shri Vithalrao
Madhavrao Jadhav.
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(c) by when they are likely to be accep-
ted and implemented?

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
(SHRI BANSI LAL); (a) Except Ahme-
dabad- Vadodra sector, which is effect is
a new alignment of National Highway
for World Bank assisted Expressway, no
other State Highway has been declared as
a National Highway.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. However,
to severe financial constraints in the cur-
rent Plan, i; is not possible to make any

new additions to the  existing  National
Highways system, at present.
SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO

JADHAV: Sir, this is a very important
question. In my State, as pr the
road development plan of Maharashtra, a
length of 5,133 Kms. of national highways
needed, but, the present length is
only 2,869 Kms. The existing national
highways do not cover al! the areas of my
State. As per the Central Government's
policy, twelve new roads were proposed
by the Maharashtra Governmens with a
length of 3,561 Kms.; and upgradation of
State highways i".to national highways
The Public Works Minister of the Maha-
rashtra Government sent a letter to the
Central Government in this regard.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no, Mr. Jadhav.
You must put the question in relation to
the answer. The Minister hr;s said that in
view of the financial constraints it is not
possible for the Government to make any
new additions to the existing National
Highways system, and you are going on
asking for so many other things. He has
no money.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: It is always said that  there
is no money and still  for the  develop-
ment of the backward areas the Govern-
ment has always given very high slogans
that we must make more expenditure on the
develoment of dackward areas. So froml
that point of view I would like to ask,
are there any proposals from the Maha-
rashtra Government to convert the State
Highways into National Highways and  if
so, what action is being taken on that?
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SHRI RAJESH PILOT; Mr. Chairman,
the hon. Member
that even after independence we have

been able to add hardly 10,000 kms fo the

Sir, I do agree with

National Highways system. But. Sir, as
I have mantioned in my answer, financial
constraints arc there. A; for Mabhara-

shtra and the hon. Member has used the
word  'Backward’, I may mention that
Mabharashtra is the highest as per the kilo-
2800 odd kms.

and this is the highest for the whole coun-

metres. They have got
try. Even out of the six projects which we
have taken up with the World Bank assis-
tance one is  strengthening Thana-Nasik
section to National H nbway No. 3. So,
Mabharashtra is getting full attention of the
Government and 1 do appreciate his
to increase the kilometers on the whole

National Highways system.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: Sir, Maharashtra State as a
whole might be having the highest kilo-
metres, but our Marathwada region which
is having
MaharasMi
len?th of National Highways. We arc noti

13rd geographical areas of
having only 79 km.

broadgauge, we are not
mil High
new National Highways, the Government

having Nat-
Whenever we ask for the
come, forward with typical answer
that there i", a constraint of funds and
fiat it is not -ossible to do so. So, my
question is in relation to the Marathwada
region. They are having four proposals
about the conversion of State Highways

to Nationtl Highways and they are:

1. Sholapur - Osmanabad- Auraneabad-
Jalgaon-522 kms;

2. Kalyan - Malshajghat- Ahmednagar-
Nanded - Bhokar - Jagdalpur- Vishakha-
patnam-652 kms;



31 Os al Answers

3. Nagpur - Wutdha - Nauded - Osma-
nabad - Uolapur - Sangli - Kolhapur-
Ratnagiri-801 kms.;

4. Aurangabad - Nanded - Hyderabad-
201 kms.

Sa, tthose are four proposals suggested
by the Government of Maharashtra to
lay in th« Marathwada region. I would
request the hon. Minister to remove the
backwardness of this region. Marathwada
region is most backward economically,
though it has a good agricultural potential.
So, the Government should give the
highest p prority to this.

SHRI 11AJESH PILOT: I have noted
the su."ge tion of the hon. Member. When
ihe State Government projects are taken
up. this time we will use our discretion

I help the Marathwada region to re-
move the backwardness of the region.

SHRI RAOOF VALIULLAH: Sir,
,other thai the Ahmedabad-Vadodra seeiion
which tlie Minister has mentioned, I want
now whether there is any proposal for
construction of Express Highway or Auto-
bahn in tlie country and where. What will
he the totol cost and what will be the share
the State Governments and the Union
Government? Is any financial assistance
from the World Bank sought for th
projects?

SHRI ItAJESH PILOT: T have already
mentioned that this is from the World
Bank assistance. We got 200 million dol-
lars for Dome projects which have been
cleared by the Indian Government and the
World B«mk has given the assistance. As
for Ahmadebad-Vadodra Express in Guja-
rat, the :cost is roughly about Rs. 328
crores.
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SHRI PRABHAKAR RAO KALVALA;
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I want to know, how
many State Highways in the Andhra Pra-
desh have been proposed for conversion
into National Highways and what is the
decision of the Government of India?

SHRIRAJESH PILOT: Sir, ifhe
wants full details as to how many State
Highways have been projected by the Cen-
tral Government, I can supply the informa-
tion to the hon. Member separately. At
the moment I have said that there are
constraints of funds. We have taken up
with the Government the recommenda-
tions of the Working Group to increase
the Seventh Plan allocation. The moment
this is approved, we will certainly consider
that.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr.
swamy. I am sorry. Question Hour is
owr. Now papers i0 be laid on the Table.

Gurupada-



