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30. Shri M. Palaniyandi   (Tamil 
Nadu) 

31. Shri G. Swaminathan (Tamil 
Nadu) 

32. Shri M. Vincent 
(Tamil Nadu) 

33. Shri Ajit Singh (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

34. Chowdhary Ram Sewak 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

35. Shri Satya Pal Malik  (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

36. Shri Rasheed Masood (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

37. Dr. Ratnakar Pandey 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

38. Shri Kalpnath Rai (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

39. Dr. Rudra Pratap Singh 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

40. Shri Narayan   Datt Tiwari 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

41. Shri Bekal Utsahi (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

42. Shri Kapil Verma (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

43. Shri Ashok Nath Verma 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

44. Shri Sharad Yadav (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

45. Shrimati Ela Ramesh Bhatt 
(Nominated) 

46. Shri R.K. Narayan 
(Nominated) 

SECRETARY-GENERAL : I 
am calling Hon. Members who have 
not taken their oaths: 

1. Shri Ram Awadesh Singh 
(Bihar) 

2. Shri Jaswant Singh 
(Rajasthan) 

3. Shri M.F. Husain 
(Nominated) 

4. Pt. Rabi Shankar 
(Nominated) 

MR.     CHAIRMAN     :   Hon. 
Members, just now the newly elected 
and nominated Members have taken 
their oath and their seats in the 
House I would like to extend to all 
of thema most cordial welcome. 

Some of you are veterans who had 
long experience in both the Houses 
and no word of advice is needed for 
them from the Chair. 

So far as the newly elected Mem- 
bers are concerned, I would like 
to remind them that they have been 
elected to one of the highest forums 
in the country and that they should 
rise to the occasion and discharge 
their duties not only to the best 
of their ability but also in a manner 
that will redound to their credit. 
Now, there are Constitutional pro- 
visions; there are Rules of the House; 
there are also various conventions 
and also certain unwritten rules of 
etiquette. All these, you will learn 
very soon and very quickly when 
you see other Members observing 
them. I am sure you will have a 
very fruitful and a very useful mem- 
bership in the House and contribute 
your best to the country and to the 
respective parties from which you 
have come. With these words, I 
would again welcome these Members 
and now proceed to the next item. 

OBITUARY   REFERENCES 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. 
Members, it is my melancholic 
duty to refer to the passing 
away of one of our great national 
leaders, Babu Jagjiwan Ram, in 
New Delhi on the 6th of July, 1986. 
I think the House would like to 
express to their tributes to the 
great leader and I would, therefore, 
call upon the Leader of the House 
to start. 
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SHRI DIPEN GHOSH (West 

Bengal) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I join 
the leader of the House in paying 
homage to the departed leader, Babu 
Jagjivan Ram. Hailing from a very 
humble background, for over half a 
century, he played a very important 
role in the freedom struggle of our 
country and also in the post- Indepen- 
dence era of our country. He was 
a very prominent figure in our In- 
dependence struggle and also in 
the Post-Independence era of our 
country. He always sided with the 
downtrodden and the socially- dis- 
criminated sections of the society 
and his memory will be cherished by 
all those who are engaged in the 
battle for the welfare of the down- 
trodden people. 

With these words, ou behalf of 
my colleagues, I pay homage to the 
departed leader, Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. 

SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias 
V. ARUNACHALAM (TamilNadu): 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of the 
All-India Anna DMK, I share the 
sentiments expressed by Hon'ble 
leader of the House and from the 
Opposition by Shri Dipen Ghosh, 
on the demise of Shri Jagjivan Ram. 
The demise of Shri Jagjivan Ram is 
the greatest loss not only to the 
country but also to the weaker sec- 
tions. Shri Jagjivan Ram was a true 
disciple of Gandhiji and a good 
friend of Pandit Nehru and a success- 
ful Minister of a democratic country. 
As a freedom-fighter, his service to 
tlie nation was unique and as a 
Minister holding various portfolios 
for more than thirty years, his service 
to the nation was remarkable. Even 
in Opposition, his role was historic. 
While he was in the Congress, when- 
ever Parliament debated any No- 
Confidence Motion or any Adjourn- 
ment Motion, Shri Jagjivan Ram was 
preferred by the Congress Party to 
reply to the allegations of the Oppo- 
sition because of his political  saga- 
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[Shri      Aladi       Aruna       alias 
V. Arunachalara] 

city and debating capacity. Sir, 
on behalf of the All-India Anna DMK 
I express my heartfelt condolences to 
the family of the departed leader and 
the public at large. 

SHRI M.S. GURUPADASWAMY 
(Karnataka) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
in the passing away of Babu Jagjivan 
Rim, We have lost a leading piller 
of the nation and a leading light of 
the old guard. Bubu Jagjivan Ram 
symbolised himself four historic 
periods of our history. He repre- 
sented pre-Independence, Indepen- 
dence, post-Independence and 
post post-Independence periods of 
our national life. 

Sir, some of us were very actively 
associated with him in the Past. 
We remember him, firstly, as a great 
patriot. As a patriot, he stood for the 
freedom of this country and fought 
for it along with other luminaries. 
Secondly, he was a great leader. As 
a leader, throughout his life he re- 
mained friend of the progressive 
forces of the country and fought 
reactionary forces. Certainly, Sir, 
he was an administrator per excell- 
ence. As an administrator he brought 
efficiency and excellence in all the 
positions he occupied in the Govern- 
ment and country. I often remem- 
ber his remark that he should not 
be called a Harijan leader. He des- 
pised it. He was not a leader of the 
Harijans only, he really worked 
and played a role of a national leader. 
He_ always Worked for the emanci- 
pation of the down-trodden. He was 
born in    the     down-tordden 
Community    and  worked for their 
upliftment and progress. 

His passing away is a great loss. 
On behalf of the Janata Party I asso- 
ciate myself with the sentiments 
expressed by the leader of the House 
and others here and pay my humble 
homage. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN- 
DRA (Andhra Pradesh) : In the 
death of Babuji we lost a giant of 
our freedom movement, an astute 
politician, a great statesman and an 
excellent administrator. He played 
a great role in shaping the destiny of 
this country for half a century. He 
was a ray of hope for the poor and 
the downtrodden sections of the 
community. Mahatma Gandhi 
hoped that one day a Harijan and a 
man from the lowest rungs would 
occupy the highest office in this 
country. If there was one who 
could have fulfilled Gandhi's desire 
it was Babuji, but unfortunately his 
desire could not be fulfilled. I do 
not want to go into the past history 
but there are many who believe that 
had he been assigned that great 
task in March, 1977 or in August, 
1979, perhaps the course of events 
in this country would have been 
different. 

Sir, on behalf of my party, Telugu 
Desam, I offer my sincere condolence 
to the bereaved family and pay my 
respectful homage to the departed 
soul. 
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MR.   CHAIRMAN :   No, no, 
please. 

(Interruptions).

. .Sir, I am not 
raising any controversy... .(Interrup- 
tions) .. . 

AN HONOURABLE MEM- 
BER : You have already raised a 
controversy. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ- 
PAYEE : But I am within my 
rights to raise that question which 
is related to Babuji's death... 
(Interruptions).. . 

MR.   CHAIRMAN :   You all 
[     please keep quiet. 

i SHRI   ATAL   BIHARI   VAJ- 
j     PAYEE :   I am   perfectly   within 
|     my rights. 
i 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Chair 
is on its legs. All of you will please 
resume your seats. Please, please, 
please, all of you. (Interruptions)... 
I am sorry that Atal Bihariji has 
raised it in this meeting. He could 
raise it in any other meeting. I, 
therefore, request him to conclude 
his speech. 
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Sir, I accept your ruling, but I am 
not a new Member to this 
House... .(Interruptions) lam not 
a new Member to Parliament. 
.. (Interruptions).. .They have commi- 
ited an impropriety. They should 
have made a public statement on 
that question. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : T agree 
with you, Mr. Vajpayee. But my 
point is, this is not the occasion to 
raise it. If you wanted to raise it, 
1 would have given you another 
Opportunity. That is all I am 
saying. 

 
MR.    CHAIRMAN  : Now he 

is concluding. Please sit down. 

 

MR. CHAIRMAN : These 
things will not go on record. Now, 
Mr. Vajpayee. 1 would request 
you to please   conclude. 

 
(Interruptions)... Sir, I am ready 
to face any interruption but, as 
per convention.... 

SHRI    A.   G.      KULKARNI 
(Maharashtra) : When he is conclud- 
ing, . he should not be disturbed. 
You have opposed a convention 
just now. He will conclude. Why 
should they disturb him ? It is not 
at all necessary,  my dear  friends. 

 

MR. CHAIRMAN : No ex- 
planations. This is not the time 
to make a complaint or give an 
explanation. 

 

 

SHRI    SURESH    KALMADI 
(Maharashtra) : ... (Interruptions).., 
A maiden speech should not be 
interrupted. 

 
MR.    CHAIRMAN :    Please, 

please. 

SHRI  LAXMI NARAIN (Delhi) : 
* * * 

***Not recorded. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : This is not 
the occasion to indulge in this kind 
of cross-talk. Please. He is conclud- 
ing and I would request all the Mem- 
bers just to allow Mr. Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee to conclude his speech... 
(Interruptions).. . 

 

 



13 Obituary [ 17 JULY 1986 ] References 14 
 

 
SHRI MURASOLI MARAN 

(Tamil Nadu) : The colossus among 
the contemporary Indian leaders 
and a statesman is no more. Mr. 
Jagjivan Ram, popularly known 
as 'Babuji' has endeared himself 
in hearts and minds of all the Indians 
right from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. 
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[Shri Murasoli Maran ] 
Very few political leaders   could 

rival his distinguished record as the 
Central Minister with his versatile 
knowledge and understanding of men 
and matters. When we made a break- 
through on the food front,   he was 
presiding over the Food and   Agri- 
culture Ministry,  when we won the 
great    Bangladesh    war and made 
signal history, he was our Defence 
Minister.     Whether     it  is in the 
establishment    of Food    Corpora- 
tion of India   or   modernisation of 
Railways  or  the  conduct   of war, 
Babuji showed a rare farsight and 
administrative     capability.     More 
than anything else, he was a symbol 
of hope and beacon of light for the 
depressed   and   the     downtrodden 
people.   He was  a     champion who 
stood for social  justice and fought 
against the atrocities and casteism. 
In fact, he was one of the few leaders 
on this side of Vindhyas who under- 
stood correctly the genesis, growth, 
relevance  and      dynamics   of   the 
Dravidian     Movement     and   the 
'self-respect'   movement of  Fariyar 
E.V.   Ramaswamy  and Dr.   Anna. 
In fact, in his demise we have lost a 
great friend, philosopher and guide. 
With his loss the whole era has come 
to an end—the era which    linked the 
freedom  movement  of the  contem- 
porary  India. 

I pay my respectful homage on 
my own behalf and on behalf of my 
D.M.K. Party to the departed leader. 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL 
MATTO (Jammu and Kashmir) : 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, on my own 
behalf and on behalf of the Jammu 
and Kashmir National Conference, 
I pay my tribute to the great leader 
who has just departed. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram was one of the last 
leaders of the freedom movement 
and by his passing away we have lost 
a great personality. He was for the 
down-trodden whether they lived 
in Kashmir or Kanya Kumari and 
he worked for their cause. I remember 
that after the 2nd June, 1984 episode 
in Jammu and Kashmir,    he called 

us over cup of tea and exhorted us 
to have patience and told us that you 
should not bother about it. After 
all the truth will prevail. 

I also remember that he had a 
very alert mind in spite of his age. 
He was a great administrator, there 
is no doubt about it. Whether he was 
in the Agriculture Ministry or in the 
Defence Ministry or wherever he 
was, he acted as an able adminis- 
trator. 

To my mind, the job started by 
Jagjivan Babu will remain un- 
accomplished till every person be- 
longing to the backward classes, 
minorities and others are brought 
at per with others in the country. 
Let us all join together and, besides 
paying tributes to him, work 
for the cause that he has espoused. 

With these words I again asso- 
ciate myself with the tributes paid by 
the Leader of the House to the de- 
parted soul  and hope and pray that 
God will keep his soul in peace. 

SARDAR     JAGJIT     SINGH 
AURORA (Punjab) : Mr. Chairman 
Sir, I would like to pay my tribute as, 
a soldier to  Babu  Jagjivan Ram 
the  departed     brilliant     Defence 
Minister.   It was during 1971 that 
in the Bangladesh    Operation we 
looked up to him as the Defence 
Minister.    He met our needs. He 
was full of understanding.   He had 
a very sharp mind and a very quick 
grasp   of the    situation.      Apart 
from being a great   administrator, 
he   was also a great leader.   Any 
time any one achieved    anything 
during the 'Bangladesh   Operation' 
could depend on him to be given ring 
in the evening and he congratulated 
for it. There is no doubt in my mind 
that he was one of the ablest ad- 
ministrator we had.   There is also 
no doubt in my mind that he was a 
person who had the cause of the 
downtrodden and the minorities at 
heart.   During the long era that he 
was at the helm of affairs—whether 
as a   Congress man or as a non- 
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Congress man he did his duty to the 
country    selflessly and brilliantly. 

I like to pay my homage to him 
both as a soldier as well as belonging 
to a minority and Akali Dal party. 
Thank you, Sir. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU (West 
Bengal) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to join the Leader of the House and 
other distinguished colleagues of 
mine in this House to pay my 
respectful homage to Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. The very name of "Babuji" 
by which a countless followers 
and admirers were very much 
pleased to call him flashes before 
our eyes—a life profile of a man 
who struggled right from the begin- 
ning in the face of the defenceless 
and    under       privileged. With 
him   the concept of high and   low 
caste was not    derivative   of any 
sectarian  or  communal     or    any 
ill-feelings,    but from the   inherent 
social   contradicton   in the   feudal 
society that India has now even today. 
This advocacy for the  cause of the 
Low caste was the result of this deep 
understanding of the social realities 
obtaining  in our country.   An  able 
administrator,   a farsighted    states- 
man.he bent all his energies to create 
a new India,    an    India    without 
caste,   without      class    distinction. 
In the  Indian    political    scene he 
strode like a colossus.   He  was   an 
embodiment    of Indian ethos   and 
culture. The light has gone out, but 
it  continues  to    radiate.     Let  us 
follow  the    foot-steps      which  he 
has set before us.  In this way alone, 
Sir, we can pay our true respect to 
the great leader who has departed 
from   us.    I   request you,    Sir, to 
convey the condolences to the mem- 
ber of the bereaved family. 

 
MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon.   Mem- 

bers, I rise to associate myself with the 

 



19 Obituary [RAJYA  SABHA ] References 20 

[ Mr  Chairman ] 
sentiments expressed by the Leader 
of the House and Leaders of various 
groups in the House on the passing 
away of a great national leader 
Babu Jagjivan Ram. In his death 
the country has lost one of its sur- 
viving links with the veterans of the 
pre-Independence era. In his public 
life, that spanned more than five 
decades, Babuji was a key partici- 
pant in most of the changes and deve- 
lopments that took place in modern 
India. Babuji was a Champion of 
the down-trodden and Harijans, an 
able administrator, a successful par- 
liamentrian and an astute politician. 

Born at Villege Chandwa in Bhoj- 
pur District of Bihar in April, 1908, 
Babuji passed his matriculation exa- 
mination in 1926 and that year, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya who 
happened to visit Arrah town was 
much impressed by the nationalis- 
tic zeal and invited him to join the 
Banaras Hindu University for higher 
studies. He graduted from the Cal- 
cutta University. Born in a poor 
family and having suffered the pangs 
of poverty and untouchability, the 
plight of the Harijans and down 
trodden deeply moved him and he 
took up their cause to get them a 
rightful place in the society. Babuji 
played a very active role in the free- 
dom struggle and was detained in 
December, 1940 for a year for 
offering Satyagraha and again for 
more than a year during the Quit 
India Movement' in August, 1942. 
In 1946 he was invited by the British 
Cabinet Mission to present before 
it the views of the Scheduled Castes. 
He was inducted into the Interim 
Governmnet in 1946 as a Minister 
of Labour and thereafter he was a 
Member of the Union Cabinet for 
nearly 33 years. During this period he 
ably presided over the afTairs of such 
important Ministries as Labour and 
Employment, Communications, 
Railways, Food and Agriculture and 
Defence. Shri Jagjivan Rain's stint 
in the Labour Ministry was, in many 
ways, his golden hour. Particular- 
ly notable was his trend-setting role 
in   tbe   unionization   of plantation 

workers who had, until then, been 
regarded as. outside the scope of 
organized labour. His piloting the 
Minimum Wages Bill and Employees 
State Insurance Bill will also be 
greatfully remembered. He was also 
elected the President of General 
Assembly of the International Labour 
Organization. Under his steward- 
ship the working in Railways improved 
perceptibly. Air Transport was na- 
tionalised , the country achived self- 
sufficiency in food production. Under 
Smt. Indira Gandhi's dynamic Lea- 
dership during Indo-Pakistan war 
in 1971, Babu Jagjivan Ram as 
Defence Minister provided quiet 
guidance to the armed forces. To 
his ministrial responsibilities Babuji 
brought his inborn shrewdness and 
infinite capacity for work and pro- 
fessional competenece of high order. 

Babuji was one of the senior- 
most parliamentarian in India, 
starting his career in 1937 as a mem- 
ber of the Bihar Legislative Assembly 
and therafter of the Constituent 
Assembly, the Provisional Parlia- 
ment and all the eight Lok Sabhas 
till his passing away. A gem among 
parliamentatarians, Babuji, with his 
debating skills, tactful handling of 
Parliament, down-to -earth approach 
to problems and high sense of humour 
could disarm many a strong opponent 
during the debates. Babuji was 
respected and loved by all his 
views and counsel on many a cru- 
cial matter were always sought, 
whether he was inside the Government 
or outside it. There is no doubt 
that Babu Jagjivan Rain's services 
will find a place of pride in the annals 
of modern India. 

I have also to refer with a deep 
sense of sorrow to the passing 
away of Shri Shrikant Verma, one 
of our colleagues from the State of 
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Nanda Kishore 
Das, a former Member of the Rajya 
Sabha from the State of Orrissa, 
and Shri Chandra Shekhar Singh, 
Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 
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In the passing away of Shri a 
Shrikant Verma, We have lost one 
of our valued colleagues, a dedi- 
cated and devoted worker and an 
able perliamentarian. The Hindi 
literary world has lost a poet and a 
writer of great eminence and stand- 
ding . The cruel hand of death has 
snatched him away from us at a 
comparatively young age. Shri Verma 
was not in good health for some 
time and had undergone treatment 
in India and abroad. We had hoped 
that he would soon rejoin us in full 
health, but it was destined other- 
wise. 

Shri Shrikant Verma was born in 
Bilaspur in Madhya Pradesh in Sep- 
tember 1931 and got his education 
at Bilaspur and Nagpur Universities. 
A journalist by profession, Shri 
Verma edited "Dinman", a Hindi 
publication of the Times of India 
group of papers, from 1964 to 1977, 
gave talks and recited poems from the 
All India Radio, B.B.C.and also from 
the Delhi Doordarshan Kendra. 
Shri Verma was a prolific writer in 
Hindi and had many literary works 
to his credit, for which he received 
several awards from the Central and 
State Governments. With his lucid 
and modern creative prose and 
poetry, Shri Verma had carved a 
place for himself in the domain of 
Hindi literature. The writings of 
Shri Shrikant Verma were translated 
in several European and Asian langu- 
ages and received recognition in those 
places. Apart from that, Shri Verma 
had himself translated into Hindi a 
number of works of Western poets 
and authors. Shri Verma was also 
associated with several educational 
institutions and served of many offi- 
cial committees with distinction. 

Shri Shrikant Verma had endeared 
himself to one and all with his pleas- 
ing manners during his membership 
of the House from 1976. 

Shri Nanda Kishore Das was born 
at Gopariasahi in Balasore District 
of Orissa and got his higher educa- 

tion in Calcutta. Shri Das started 
his career as a teacher of English but 
was soon attracted by the freedom 
movement and joined the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement and suffered 
imprisonment on three occasions. 

Shri Das has a long parliamentary 
career spanning five decades. Shri 
Das served as a Member of the Bihar 
and Orissa Legislative Counsils from 
1927 to 1929 and was also a Member 
and Speaker of the Orissa Legislative 
Assembly. Shri Das served as a 
Member of the Constituent Assembly, 
the Provisional Parliament and this 
House from April 1960 to April 1966 
A selfless social worker, Shri Das was 
a person of very simple habits. He 
made valuable contribution to the 
deliberations of this House during 
his term of membership. 

We received with shock the sad 
news of the demise of Shri Chandra 
Shekhar Singh, eight days back. 
Shri Singh was born in August 1927 
at village Bangrahata in Samastipur 
District of Bihar and had his educa- 
tion Monghyr and Patna. Shri 
Singh served as a Member of the 
Bihar Legislative Assembly from 1952 
to 1962, 1969 to 1977 and again from 
1983 to 1985 and was a Minister in 
the Bihar Government from lg69 to 
1975 and Chief Minister from 1983 
to 1985. Being an agriculturist, Shri 
Singh had a deep knowledge of the 
problems of agriculture and worked 
steadfastly to improve the conditions 
of agricultural labour. In the Central 
Government, Shri Singh held inde- 
pendent charge of th; Ministries of 
Textiles Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

A person of calm and quiet nature 
and soft of speech, Shri Singh served 
the country with earnestness and 
dedication. In his untimely demise 
we have lost an able administrator. 

We deeply mourn the passing away 
of Babu Jagjivan Ram, Shri Shrikant 
Verma, Shri Nanda Kishore Das and 
Shri Chandra Shekhar S ingh. 
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[Mr Chairman] 
I now request Members to rise in 
their seats and observe two minutes 
silence as a mark   of respect to the 
memory of the departed. 
[Hon. Members then stood in silence] 

for two minutes,] 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary- 
General will convey to the members 
of the bereaved families our sense of 
profound sorrow and deep sympathy. 

As a mark of respect to the de- 
parted-leaders the House will stand 
adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow, the 
18th July. 

P 
The House then adjourned 

at twenty-seven minutes past 
twelve of the clock,till eleven 
of the clock, on Friday, the 
18th July 1986. 
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