;19 Re, need to take up work [RAJYA SABHA] to enable Boeing aircraft 20

at Peelamedu Airport,
Coimbatore
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SHRI VISHVANIT PRITHVIIIT
*SINGH: (Maharashtra). Mr, Chairman,
the point raised by the hon, Member has
got ramifications which I would like to
bring to the notice of the House. There
are thousands of poor Bangladeshj Mus-
lims living in Pakistan in very very indi-
gent circumstances, They are  being
misused by the security forces of Pakistan
and they are the one who ar€ being sent.
When the extremists have to enter our
country to dy actions in Punjab, taese
Bangladeshis are upto in front to  see
whether there is any border patrol to try
and gauge the situation at the border to
see whether they will be stopped. If
- they will not be stopped, then the eXtre-
mists follow behind and if they are
stopped, extremists stay back. They are
actually theoretically citizens of Pakistan
who are being used for this purpose, for
nefarious purposes of the Government
of Pakistan. This js the ramification
which we must bear i mind. We cannot
blame the BSF ‘for firing upon individuals
of another country trying to enter this
country for whatever purpose they are
entering

REFERENCE TO THE NEED TO

TAKE UP WORK AT PEELAMEDU

ANRPORT, COIMBATORE, | TO

ENABLE BOEING AIRCRAFT TO
LAND AND TAKE-OF

SHRI G. VARADARAJ (Tamil
Nadu); Mr, Chairman ... (Interrup-
tions),

to land and take-off

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 think you must
carry op the debate in the lobby,

SHRI G. VARADARAJ: Mr. Chair-
man, Sir, very rarely I gpeak. I get an
opportunity to speak. But I am being
interrupted by vociferous Members,

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is because,
you are not here, You are not accust-
omed,

SHRI G. VARADARAIJ: Sir, Com-
batore has been connected by Boeing air
service from 14th January, 1984, by it
is being operated from the defence air-
strip at Sulur which js about 30 kms.
away from the city. At fnat time, when
the service was inaugurated. an assurance
was given by the Civil Aviation Ministry
that work at the Peelamedu airport
would be taken up soon. It was assured
that work will be taken up so that the
airport can receive Boeing aircraft But
unfortunately, since 14th January, 1984,
even though so many Tepresentations
have been made through the Chambers
of Commerce and public, no action has
been taken to take up the work,

The second which I would like to point
out ig that this is the only airport in the
country, in fact, in the whole world,
which never operates on Sundays. Sir,
when you were the Defence Minister, we
requested you. At that time, you
persued this and said that it was mnot
possible but that it can be considered at
a later date. Subsequently, many repre-
sentations have been made, Still, there
are No services on Sundays and there are
also po services after 2 p.m. jp the after-
noon. Very recently, this has again been
taken up. The Chief Ministe; of Tamil
Nadu and the Transport Minister also
took up the matter with the hon. Minis-

ter of Civil Aviation. When the hon.
Minister of  Civil Aviation cam, to
Madrag to inaugurate the new inter-

national] complex at Madras, he assured
us that he will visit Madras along with
a team of officials from the National
Airport Authority and the Directorate-
Genera] of Civil Aviation, He said that
he will personally visit Coimabatore and
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see that some action is taken in regard to
taking up the work at Peelamedu airport.
Even after this assurance, no action has
been taken up so far. The position is
very bad, Farmers who have to send
jasming flowers and other  things to
varioys cities of the country like Bombay,
Bangalore etc. are suffering a lot. The
trading and business community are also
put to g lot of difficulties.

Therefore, Sir, I would earnestly
appeal ty the Civil Aviation Ministry, to
the hon. Minister of Civil Aviation in
particular, to jmmediately send a team
there {o See that some work js taken up,
Otherwise. the general public will be put
to great difficulties ‘and they will be
compelled by circumstances to resort to
boycott of flights frog, the 15th Septem-
ber, Thank you very much.

REFERENCE TO THE LETTERS
RECEIVED BY IMAMS OF VARIOUS
MOSQUES IN DELHI
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