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Development of Air Serviceg in thy North-
Eastern Region o

%82 SHRI NAGEN SAIKIA; Will the
Minister of TRANSPORT be pleased to
state:

(a) the number of recruitments made
by the Indian Airlines for its stations In
Assam during the year 1985;

(b} the number of local persoms from
Assam recruited during the year 1985;
ang the poreentage of the Assamesg em-
ployees in the Indian Airlines;

(¢) whether it is a fact that the Vayu-
doot services meant for the North-Fastern
Region are going to be managed from
Calcutta; and -

(d) what specific proposalg are under
Government’y consideration for develop-
ment of Air services in Assam and other
States of the North-Eastern Region?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION (SHRI
JAGDISH TYTLER): (a) Six,

(b) Indian Airlines does not maintain
state-wise|region-wise statistics of its em-
ployees|recruitment,

(¢) Vayudoot has ong of itg Regional
Headquarters at Calcutta and stationg in
the North-Eastern regien are connected
from its Calcutta bas:.

(d) During 1986-87 Vayudoot pro-
poses to operate *o  Agartala, Along,
Daparizo, Kzilashahar and Kamalpur in
the North-Eastern region subject io the
availability of capacity and the necessary
infrastructure,

Indian Airlines also proposes to intro-
duce a five-time weekly B-737 gervice on
the Delhi-Guwahati-Dibrugarh and a daily
B-737 service on Calcutta-Tezpur-
Jorhat route after acquiring additional
leased aircraft capacity,

-

SHRT NAGEN SAIKIA: Indian Airlin-
o8 do not maintain statistics State-wise,
as the Minister hag esaid. But it seems that

the people in the North Eagtern region
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get a lesser share in the matter of recruit-
ment. In 1985, when in Guwahati an in-
terview was held, it was held on a day
which was being ceieb-aled as the Magh
Bihu festival day and, therefore, the local
candidates could not turn up. It is also
found that for reciuitment to Indian
Airlines, no  advertisement is  pub-
lished in the local papers and, therefore,
the local candidates do not get a chance
to apply for the posts in the Indian Air-
lines. Will the Minister sc2 as to how his
department can create 1 gense of belonging
in the minds of the local people by in-
volving them for local employment and
to see that no inequality takes place in
this regard?

SHRI JAGDEH TYTLER. Indian Air-
lineg does not have that feeling. Recruit-
ment of persons like helpers, loaders and
drivers is always done frcm the local peo-
ple at the station where they are to  be
posted. But for technical pusts like air-
craft maintenance personuel, engincers,
etc., we do it from the regional base which
is Calcutta for the eastern bage and we
advertise in the loca; newspapers as well
as in all the national dailies. Now, 1
would like to inform the hon. Membe:
that we have taken a decision thay for
these posts in future when these are avail-
able, we will inform the State Govern-
mentg of N.E. region if they can fill up
these posts in case some young boys and
girls want to join.

SHRI NAGEN SAIKIA; Vayudoot
service is very much essentia] for  the
north-eastern region because there are
seven States in that vegion and  cnly
Vayudoot can connect =)l these States if
we have an office at Guwahati, Therefore,
if a full-fledged office of Vayudoot is
opened at Guwahati, it can connect all
the seven States in the region, This way,
Vayudoot service will be available to the
people of thig region in a grester measure.
I want to know if the Government has
any proposal in view to establish one full-
fledged office of Vayudoot in Guwahati.

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: The pate-
way to north-eastern rzgionn st present is
Calcutta. Vayudoot is expanding and we
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are acquiring new aircraft. Next month,
a team of Ministers, after the Prime
Minister’s visit and the officers is going
there, We are trying to sce how best we
can do this, At least, my Ministry may
be of use there. If there is enoueh traffic—
I think, in Guwahati, there is going to
be traffic—we will do our best 10 see that,
Guwahati becomes one of the headquar-
ters,

SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA:
Mr. Chairman, Sir, [ would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether there is
any proposal for operating air taxes in
the North-Eastern Region? 1 would also
like to know from him whether in  the
proposal of development of aero sports,
he is including this Region for the purpcse
of development of aerc sports for the
Nine Sisters?

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir. as far
as the operalion of air taxis is concerned,
in the first week of September, we will be
cOming up with guidelines, §, this, North-
Eastern Region, will also be considered
like the rest of the country, As far  as
aero sportg is concairned, we have ot
thought of it, But we will give jt due con-
sideration,

.- . .

SHRI SUKOMAL SFN: Sir, One of
the difficulties faced in tha North Eastern
Region is that there are no repairing faci-
lities for Boeing and  Airbus aircraft.
There are occasions when for almost 24
hours, sgircraft remain grounded because
of lack of repairing facilities and the spure
parts had to be brought from either Delhi
or Bombay. Tt is welcome if the Govern-
ment establishes an engineering unit for
repair of aircraft at Guwahati airport, But
already, there is an cngineering unit at Cal-
cutta airport. Most of the flights to the.
North-Eastern Region originate from the
Calcutta airport. But even then, Calcutta
airport lacks facilities for repairing Boe-
ing and Airbus aircraft. I would like to
know from the hon,  Ministe; whether
the Government ig thinking of providing
repairing facilitieg at the Caleutta airport
for Boeing and Airbus aircraft? This  is
very much necessaiv, :

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER. Sir, facili-
ties of this kind are very expepsive in
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nature, We have such facilities in our
country. we have got this engineering de-
partment, It is very difficult for us to .
change that thimg to Calcutta.

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: I
would like to kmow from the hon, Minis-
ter whether the Government has any pro-
posal to set up a rcgional office of Indian
Airlines at Guwahati?

SHRT JAGDISH TYTLER: I have al-
ready answered thig question.

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA:
That was about Vayudcot, I am asking
about Indian Airlines. e

DR. (SHRIMAT() SAROJINI MAHI-
SHI: Sir, the North-Eastern Region has
a difficult terrain. Therefore, spare parts
and other things and other installations
and equipment like the Instrument Land-
ing System etc. are necessary. [In the
Guwahati airport, the ILS in respect of
Category-II} is working jn  Category-I
condition ag a result of which it cannot
work, Wil] the Government tfake into
account all these things and instal the
necessary equipment like the ILS in some
of the important airports in the North-
Fastern Region?

Secondly, I would like to know about
he concessional sirfares which are avai-
lable in this Region, T would like 1o
know whether there has been any change
m the concessional airfares available in
the North-Eastern Region and how do
they compare with the concessional air-
fares available in other parts of the coun-
try?

= tore

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Ag far
as the first question is concerned, the
National Airports Authoritv which came
into being on the Ist June, is looking at
all the facilitfes, ground facilities, navi-
aation etc., availabls in the various air-
ports. As far as concessional airfare is
concerned, it is 17 per cent lower than the
other parts of the country. There
has been no reduction in the last
three: years. I would like to inform
you, Madam. that, .
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MR, CHAIRMAN: Inform the Chair,
not the Madam directly. »

SHR1 JAGDISH TYTLER: I wouid
like to inform you, Sir, that the Indian
Airlines’ fare is the cheapest in the world,

. DR. (SHRIMATI) SAROJINI MAHI-
SHI: Has tnere been any change in the
last three years?

-

MR. CHAIIRMAN: He says 'No’,

. SHRT NIRMAL CHATTERIEE: My
question is, since, Vayudoot is g short-dis.
tance service, is it possible to reduce the
reporting time to less than faif-an-hour?

* SHRI JAGDISH _.’TYTLER: we will
consider that. i

" MR, CHAIRMAN. Next question,
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