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The House met at eleven of the
clock, S .

Mr. Chairman in the Chair.

HOMAGE TO THE MEMORY OF
LATE MR. OLOF PALME, PRIME
MINISTER OF SWEDEN

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon Mem-
bers it is with a heavy heart that
I report to the House the demise of
Mr. Olof Palme, the Prime Minister
of Sweden an eminent statesman and
a friend of India. The House would
like to pay its tribute. Now, I give
the floor to Shri Vishwanath Pratap
Singh.

THE LEADER OF THE
HOUSE (SHRI VISHWANATH
PRATAP SINGH) : Sir, I rise with
a sad heart and a sadness which we
all share. The assassin’s bullet has
taken away another moble soul from
amidst us. Perhaps the ways of history
are strange that some of the noblest
souls, be it Gandhi, be it Shrimati
Indira Gandhi, be it Olof Palme, they
have spilt their blood on this earth,
this planet, which they served. Not
that they have passed away, because
we are accustomed to what death
is and we are psychologically prepa-
red; but we are not prepared for
it when someone is snatched away
from ws. This is the shock that we
received. But the blood spilt by
these martyrs leaves a  question
mark on this earth the question mark
that we have all addressed ourselves

to , about the future, what should be .

our response? Will history be conti-
nued to be shaped by violence or are
there any other alternatives to which
we can rise? The manner and the
circumstances in which Mr Olof
Palme died were the same as the
circumstances of Gandhiji and Indira-
ji in so far as trust and trusting are
concerned. He was coming back
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home with his wife on foot, walkin
back in total confidence and total
trust of all, when the assassin’s
bullets pierced the silence and took
him away from us. He was one of the
most admired leaders of the world,
a fearless advocate of equality and
peace. When it came to taking sides
on causes that should be supported,
it was testified that he was fearless
and he carried the conviction of his
faith. The Vietnam episode is ample
testimony of the same. He was trusted
by the people who are at war with
each other, Iran and Irag; both
accepted him as their mediator. And
so far as the future of humanity is
concerned, he saw beyond the struc-
tures of the state, of the boundaries
of the nation, of the contemporari- -
ness of present problems and issues.
He saw much beyond in time and
also in the total context of humanity
apd in this context his initiative of
peace and disarmament is of great
significance.

Recently, the initiative taken by
him and our Prime Minister in the
Six Nation Meet and the movement
for the world peace, I think, was one
of the greatest contributions, where
both countries have come very very
close to each other and in him we
have not only lost a great friend of
our country but humanity has lost
a great soul.

With these words, Sir, T express
my sorrow and sadness at his demise

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWA-
MY (Karnataka): Mr. Chairman,

. Sir, what has befallen Sweden cannot

be measured in words, It is a great
tragedy that a man of peace, a man
who was wedded and committed to
disarmament, world security and
more than anything else to democra-
tic socialism has been assassinated
by the dastardly hand of an assassin,
Nobody believed that in a country
like Sweden where comparatively
peace prevailed for more than a
century, such a ghastly tragedy would
occur, We have to draw a lesscn from
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this Sir, that in the modern world,
the leaders of nations, the leaders
of various countries had to face very
great professional hazards. It also
means that no country can be taken
as aland of peace any more. Sir, Mr.
Palme was in his middle age with a
great future. He was the  Prime
Minister of a small but one of the
most advanced countries of Europe.
He has contributed, as the Leader
of the House hassaid to the cause
of world peace, to the cause of dis-
armament, and to the cause of resol-
ving international conflicts. He was
a patriot, he was a nationalist and he
was a socialist. He was a man among
wen i his country wha  was liked
by all, even by the Opposition.

Therefore, Sir, we mourn his
assassination  very deeply and we
share the grief of that country also
very much. We , on behalf of the Opp-
osition, will remember his services
always and we convey our deep sense
of grief to the family of the breaved.
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SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-
DRA (Andhra Pradesh) : Sir, the
whole world mourns the tragic death
of the great statesman who was killed
in the most horrifying fashion. He
was one more victim of the politics of
violence. He led his country remarka-
bly well. He was a great leader, a gr-
eat soctal democrat and very liberal
in his outlook. A great believer in
peace, freedom and equality, he
contributed much to Sweden’s devel-
opment. Particularly bis contribution
in the world affairs in the field
of nuclear disarmanent is worth me-
ntioning. He joined India in several
joint moves particularly in regard
to nuclear disarmament and also
in the move for peace. India has lost
a great friend because lately we have

* been establishing very good relations

with Sweden in terms of transfer of
technology and also several joint moves
in the international field, in  world
affairs. I, on my own behalf and on
behalf of my party, pay our humble
homage to this gieat departed leader.

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHU-
NTA (Haryana) : Sir, a great tragedy
has befallen the world. A man of peace
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a crusader for nuclear disarmament
a friend of all peoples has fallen a
victim at the hands of some mis-
guided persons. They have robbed the
world of a great man. He was
a very great friend of India. He
steered his country even in European
politics to a very neutral and noble
stand and was champion of the
underdeveloped  countries. Espe-
cially with our country, he had deve-
loped the most cordial relations.

I join my other friends in paying
my homage to this great martyr,
Throughout the century we have seen
that the greatest men of peace have
been fallen victims to suchlike acts,
It has happened with him also,
It is so sad. I only wish that the
world could be rid of such terrorist
acts and we would all realise the futi-
lity of such dastardly actions. It
brings gain to nonc but it makes the
world poorer for all. I on behalf of
my party once again pay my homage
to him and join this House in sending
our heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved people of Sweden and to
the injured wife of this great leader,

SHRI MOSTAFA BIN QUASEM
(West Bengal): I on behalf of myself
and on behalf of my party, the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) join
the honourable Leader of the House
and the other honourable Mem-
bers who have expressed their
concern  at the dastardly,
assassination of the Swedish
Prime Minister, Mr. Olof Palme.
In the death of Mr. Olof Palme the
world has lost one of the foremost
champions of the world peace and
disarmament and his loss is not a case
of loss for Sweden alone but for the
entire world, a world which is being
conatantly threatened by imperialist
war. I on behalf of my party and my-
self pay my homage to the departed
statesman and leader.

SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias V.
ARUNACHALAM (Tamil Nadu)
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I share the deep feelings expresse
by the Leader of the House on th
assassination of the Prime Ministe
of Sweden. Mr. Olof Palme. On
behalf of the Anna-DMK we strongl
condemn violence and terrorism fo
political ends. The Prime Ministe
of Sweden was noted for him simpli
city and humility. That he was not
even identified when he was in the
theatre shows how simple and unas-
suming he was. Sweden is the altar
of democracy. Most of the democracesi
have derived their basic principles
from the Swedish Constitution, apart
from that of the U.K. Mr. Palme
stood for world peace and world soli-
darity, The demise of this great leader
is a great loss not only to all the demo-
cratic countries but the entire huma-
nity. On behalf of the All India Anna--
DMK we pay our homage to the
departed leader. Cos '

SHRI SURESH KALMADI .
(Maharashtra): The news of the
assassination of the Prime Minister
of Sweden came as a deep shock to-
the people of this country. It is indeed-
a sad day for peacc in the world and :
it is very sad that forces of terrorism
are gaining an upper hand in all
parts of the world. Sweden  especially
was known as a zonc of peace. In the
last over two hundred years there
waé no assisination of anyone in
Government in Sweden and that it
should have happened there now
reflects the state of affairs in the
world today. I think the most fitting
tribute that we can all pay to the
departed soul would be to take up
his cause of disarmamcnt and also
the peaceful use of nuclcar energy.
I on behalf of my party, the Congress
(S), would like to pay our homage .
to the departed Primc Minister of
Sweden. '

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL
MATTO (Jammu and Kashmir):
I join the Leader of the House on
behalf of myself and on behalf of
my party, the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference, to pay tributces
to the dcparted soul. He was a man
of peace. It reminds me of the specch
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he made at the six-nation summit
mecting last ycar in Delhi when 1
had occasion to be present. He was
a man of peacc and, above all
of a very amiable nature. It also re-
minds me of the interview Mr.
Palme gave only five weiks ago to
a school-girl, Miss Mathur, in Delhi,
the predominant factor of which is
pcace and disarmament. '

A man of peace and a man who
believed in nuclear disarmament has
gone from our midst. As Mr. Advani
has said, it was in the year 1772
that the last assassination took place
in Sweden and, after more than 200
years, this terrorism has come to a
county which is known for peace.
This, indeed, is a very bad trend and
what is disturbing is that there seems
to be a nexus between some powers
and the assassination of those of the
Western countries who join the
neutral nations and the disarmament
campaign in the world because they
are the targets for them. This has
to be understood as all those leaders
of the Western countries who show
an inclination in disarmament and

peace are the victims of this type of
terrorism.

Again, Sir, on my behalf and on
hehalf of my Party, T associate myself
in sending our condolences to the
great people of Sweden and the peace-
loving countries of the world. Thank
you, Sir,

MR. CHAIRMAN : I associate
myself with the sentiments expressed
by the Leader of the House as well
as the leaders of the Opposition.

The tragic assassination of Mr.
Olof Palme, the Prime Minister of
Sweden, has causcd a shock of dismay
and grief throughout the world.
Coming so soon after the assassina-
tion of our own bheloved Prime
Minister, the late Shrimati Indira
Gandhi with whom Mr. Olef Palme
had developed a close association
in international affairs, our sorrow
iseven greater,
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Mr. Palme was a man of peace
and compassion and was assassinated
in a country in which violence was
unknown. That he was a man of
peace and that he had no enemies
to fear from gave him confidence to
move about freely without even
bodyguards. In his passing away
India has lost a very close friend
who tried and strove along with India
to create a peaceful world to live in
for present and future generations. '

Mr. Olof Palme was Sweden’s
best-known statesman after the Sec-
ond World War. Though born and
brought up in an upper-class family
of Sweden, he was a socialist at heart
and belonged to the labour movement.
He became know to the outside world
in the late ‘sixtics’ as a major critic
of the US role in Vietnam was though
still in the Swedish Government.

Mr. Palme was a man committed
to peace and disarmament and for
a world free from strife and tension.
A Social Democrat, Mr. Palme was
active in the international labour
movement and disarmament negotia-
tions and served on the Commission
to narrow the gap between the rich
and the poor nations. He served as
the Prime Minister of Sweden from
1969 to 14976 and returned to power
again in 1g982. .. .. . .

Mr. Palme strongly condemned
the policy of apartheid of the Govern-
ment of South Africa and, in order
to set an example to the other West~
ern countries, he imposed a frecze
on Swedish business investments in
South Africa. Because of his identical
views and approach to the problems
facing the world. Mr. Palme had
become a close friend and had develop-
ed a special rapport with our late
Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira
Gandhi and, thereafter, with our
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

We would remember him in India
as one of the signatories to the Six-
Nation New Delhi Declaration of
Peace and Disarmament. In the
World in January,1985, Reccntly, he
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made a number-of attempts to1nedia-
te in the Gulf War between Iran and
Iraq. About two months ago, he was
awarded the “Beyond the War Award”’
alongwith our Prime Minister, Shri

* Rajiv Gandhi and He ads of four otl.cr
States which was televised throug!-
out the world. He bad the distinction
of delivering the first Indira Gandhi
"Memorial Lecture in Jamuary this
year.

) It is a matter of great sadness
- that such a man was felled by the
bullets of hatred. India has lost a
close and a good friend and the world
one of its wisest and noblest states-
man. He has left an indelible mark
- on the history mankind. Though dead,
his lifc: which was saga of devotion and
dedication to mankind will continuc
to emit light and inspiration to all
those who are in quest of peace.

His example will ive on in the
Learts of generations to come.
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Personally - had the privilege
of knowing him and have had the
privilege of discussing many issues of
international importance. And 1
have lost a personal friend.

We decply mourn the passing
away of Mr. Olof Palme and join
the friendly people of Sweden in their
hour of sorrow.

I request Members to rise in their
places and observe two minutes’
silence as a mark of respect to the
memory of the departed leader.

[Hon. Member  then
silence for two minutes.)

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Housc
stands adjourned till 11 A.m. on Tues-
day, the 4th March,1¢86, as a mark

of respect to the memory of Mr. Olof
Palm-.

slood in

The House adjourned at
twenty-seven minutes past
eleven of the clock, till eleven
of the clock, on Tutsday, the
4th March, 1986.



