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[Prof. Asima Chatterjee]
if necessary, foreign technology
should he imported and modified to
make it effective with the resources
and other facilities available in the
country.

REFERENCE TO
NEEDFOR(IMPROVING
LPGCYLINDER
SEALS TO PREVENT LEAKAGE
OF GAS AND FIRE ACCIDENTS.

SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA
(Delhi):  Mr.  Deputy  Chairman, I
would like to bring to the notice of
the House and of the Government
the mneed for immediate steps for
improving the value of the LPG
cylinders. Just today twelve people
in Delhi have been hospitalised and
one lady has died due to a fire
accident on account of gas leakage.
The number of fires caused by LPG
cylinders is on the increase. There
is, therefore, need for an improved
value of the LPG cylinders. I would
request the Ministe, to take imme-
diate steps for a leak-proof value to
be installed in ;th)e LPG cylinders.
Secondly, it is also neeessary that
there should be a concerted effort to
train  housewives through a program-
me of education so that greater
safety from this kind of fire accidents
can be ensured and the housewives
know how exactly to handle the
cylinder. This should be done on a
priority basis.

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, may I add a word to
what m, friend has said? 1 would
only like to emphasise the need for
ensuring that the seals on the cylin-
ders aire intact when the cylinders
are supplied to the customers. There
have been so many violations in this
regard and I do not want to elabo-
rate  on this point. But this is
another point that must be taken
note of.
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,THE BUDGET ((RAILWAYS) 1,986-
87—contd.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now,
we shall continue with the discussion
on the Railway Budget. Mr. Sukomal
Sen haldi not conncludled hi|S speech
yesterday and he is to continue now.
Yes, Mr. Sen.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN (West Ben-
gal): Mr*. Deputy Chairman, Sir,
yesterday, while speaking  on the
Railway Budget for 1986-87, 1 had
tried to show  that this Budget for
1986-87 does not indicate any deve-
lopmental programmes for the
Indian  Railways. I do not want to
dilate on this point any more. But I
would only like to draw the  atten-
tion of the honourable Minister to
one more aspect and it is this that
in various parts of the country there
is a constant demand for construction
of new railway lines and, in many
States ateo, the  Government has
undertaken techno-economic surveys
for the construction of new railway
lines and sometimes some  announce-
ments are  also made about the
construction of new railway lines and
this is especially done on the eve of
the elections to catch votes, to speak
the truth. But, thereafter, things are

forgotten. Now, Sir, here I find that
the honourable Minister has made a
provision in the Budget for 1986-87

for the construction of new lines and
it is only for 62 km* In a country

like India, a length of 62 km. is the
additional line that will be construc-
ted in the year 1986-87. So, this is

a doubly disappointing Budget, as it
appears to me.

Now, Sir, T
something about the efficiency in the

would like to say

Railways.  Yesterday, [ was pointing

out about the punctuality of trains.
It ha; been claimed by the Minister
that  the

toring the

Railway Ministry is moni-

punctuality of the trains,
that it is monitoring the punctuality of at
least 200

we the

trains, and so on. But
have a different kind of
experience. We have our own

travellers
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experience in  this regard. Sir. 1
would like the honourable Minister
to listen to tne because he hag to
reply to the points that I am raising,
if at all he wants to reply. Sit, he
claims that his Ministry is monitor-
ing about 200 trains every day with
regard to punctuality. But we have
our own experience with most of the
trains. Most of the trains do not run

punctually and even, the so-called
prestigious  trains are not  punctual
and inordinate delays have become

the order of the day.

Now, Sir, I would Ilike to say
something about the container
service of the Railways. In the
Budget Speech of the Minister, Sir,

there js a mention about the con-

tainer sefrv[Kce. Here also 1 would!
like to draw his attention to one
comment by the Public Accounts

Committee in its 210th Report which
deals with the question of the effi-
ciency of the container services. In
this  Report, the  Public  Accounts
Committee has said that this contain-
er service is not at all efficient in

our country [and unless the transit
time is further shortened and the
service is handled more efficiently,

this service will not be able to com-
pete with the road transport. But,
today'all ~ 'these  paints  have  been
forgotten. But the Minister has made
a  Dboastful statement that the con-
tainer  service is being run  very
efficiently. The only thing that I
find in this Budget is that a huge
amount has been provided for com-
puterisation. Now, Sir, I am not as
such opposed to computerisation in
any sphere. If necessary, things have

to be computerised. It has been
boastfully claimed by the Minister
that computerisation of freight opera-

tions has been taken up at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 520 crores and
computerisation ~ of  reservations  also
has been started in Delhi and is
going to be taken up in Calcutta and
Bombay soon. I would like to know
from the honourable Minister when
he replies—I think he will deal with
this point—whether  the large-scale
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computerisation ~of  freight  operations
and also reservations will not ulti-
mately lead to the retrenchment ot
staff. I would, however, say that tha
staff or  workers rendered  surplus
may not be immediately retrenched.
But, if this computerisation leads to
the redundancy 0" staff ultimately,
it means that it is going to affect the
unemployment  situation in the coun-
try further. The number of unem-
ployed youths runs into more than
two-and-a-half crores. In this country
if computerisation is undertaken in a
massive way, it may lead to further
unemployment problem.

Now, Sir, I would like to draw the

hon. Minister's attention. (Inter-
ruption) Mr. Minister, if you be a
little more attentive, 1 will be very
much thankful.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI ~ MADHAVRAO SCINDIA):
I know. He is talking about compu-

terisation problem.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
Minister is listening.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: He has
htared the word 'computerisation'.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: 1
am listening. My entire Ministry is
listening.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: 1 would
like to give him some other figures
about the vacancies that exist in his
department. As on 1-4-85, my infor-
mation says, that as many as more
than 57,000—to be accurately 57,160
posts—are  lying vacant in  various
Railways.  Now,  with  more  than
57,000 vacancies in the Ministry, if
this computerisation is undertaken in
a big way, I do not know what it will
lead to or what will be the effect.
May be that people will not be retre-
nched immediately, but the potential
of employment will be very much
affected. With that everybody must
agree.

Now, Sir, about the accidents, the
hon. Minister's statement has claimed
that accidents have been reduced and
they are monitoring the system. But
in the booklet the Minister haa
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(Shri Sukomal Sen)
admitted that the number of derail-
ments has increased and that this is
due to increase in the failure of
equipment. The number of cases of
fire in trains also went up.
Fourteen of these cases could not be
established  conclusively. I do  not
want to repeat what [ said yesterday.
If wagons are not replaced, if wagons
which are to be scrapped, are not
replaced, these derailments wil] Con-
tinue to increase.

As 1 pointed out yesterday, in
some trains  passenger trains, there
is no proper lighting and electrical
equipment, wiring, etc they a're so

old and corroded that fire starts and
jn our country so many people die in
fire in the coaches, passenger coaches.
It is a most tragic happening on the
Indian  Railways. 1 hope the hon.
Minister ~ will look into all these
things. Instead of being very self-
satifcFied, he should look into these
incidents and try to rectify so that
passengers can travel in trains safely.

I would like to remind the hon.
Minister' that the previous Railway
Minister, Mr. Ghani Khan Chaudhuri,
raised a slogan: Safety and Security.
But safety and security on the Indian
Railways hag become a far cry. I
feel that this young Minister will try
to bring ce'rtain security to passen-
gers. They will be thankful to him.

I would now like to say something
about the problems in West Bengal
railway undertakings. About the
circular railway, 1 think, it has been
totally  forgotten. ~ The last Railway
Minister, Mr. Ghani Khan Chaudhuri,
stated that he would complete it and
he would relieve the difficulties with
which the commuters in Calcutta city
aire suffering for many years. Now,
what is the actual fact? Only 10 km.
long section from Princep Ghat to
Uttadanga has  been  completed on
single line and some trains hauled
by diesel engines ordinary locomo-
tives, run on the track. The total
circular railway Dumdum to Majehat
via  Karkurgach has been forgotten.
TIli* Budget has provided only Rs. 1.5
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crores for the circular railway. I
find from the newspapers that the
Chairman of the Railway Board made

a statement in Calcutta saying that
only for laying the track between
Pirincepghat and Majirhat, , sum of

Rs. 90 c'rores will be required. If this
amount is required for completion of
the track, how is it going to help the
commutery in Calcutta because only a
sum of Rs. 1.5 crores has been allo-
cated? Now are they going to com-
plete the circular railway in Calcutta?
I would like the hon. Minister to
clearly state as to what is in their
mind about the circular railway. Are
they going to abandon it or complete
it?

About the Metro Railway also, I
find that the track between Esplanade
and Tollygunge would ibe opened in
April.  What about the track between
Esplanade and Shyambazar? The
Minister'  has  visited Calcutta city
several times. What 1is the condition
of the city? Everything is dug “ip ond
because of thi; digging there is tre-
mendous traffic jam which is taking
place every day. In the city of Cal-
cutta, people are suffering immensely.
What is the position about the stage

between  Esplanade and  Shyambazar?
If they are serious about completing
the Metro Railway, the Government

should take wup the issue seriously
and complete it as early as possible.
They should have a fixed target.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 think
you, time is over. Yesterday, you
took 31 minutes.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: I am to get
42 minutes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That
is over.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: I will finish
Within  two or three minutes. It is
stated about labour relations that the
industrial ~ relations on the railways
continue to remain cordial and har-
monious. Sir, I would like to know
what is cordial and harmonious. In-
stead of giving a long speech, I will
simply quote from the -'report of the
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Annual Conference of All India Rail-
waymen  Federation. They say that
uneasy calm prevails i, the railways.
Even the agreements reached between
the Railway Ministry and the Federa-
tion were not implemented in time.
Then they go on saying that the
employees are  victimised. Only in
one railway, 1100 employees have
been thrown out of employment for
the last 3 yea'rs. They have got an
injunction from the High Court. But
they are not getting their salaries.
This is, the behaviour of the Railway
Ministry  towards  their own emplo-
yees. 1100  employees  have  been
thrown out of employment because
they ceased work on the question of
ten-hour duty for the railway runn-
ing staff, loco staff, etc. This rule of
ten-hour duty has not been imple-
mented in the railways. They went
on agitation and for that 1100 emplo-
yees have been thrown out of service.

About  recognition of  trade unions.
I would say that trade unions which
work according to the whimg and
caririces of the Railway Ministry are
being recognised. If they don't toe
the line of the Railway  Ministry,
they are not recognised. I think the
Railway Minister will look  into  this
question of recognition of trade
unions. The railways employ 16 to
17 lakh people and if they remain
disgruntled, dissatisfied and discon-
tented, it is not good. This is the big-

gest public sector undertaking  of the
country. If the employees suffer,
ultimately the public Js going to
suffer and ultimately the national

economy is going to suffer.

While concluding, 1 would only say
that instead of making so many tall
claims and instead of trying to befool
the people, they should try t° see
thalt in order fo give relief to the
people they withdraw the fare hikes.
They should stop victimisation. Tbey
should try to have congenial indus-
trial relations in th, country.

[ 6 MAR. 1986]

(Railways)—1986-87 230

Sir, my last point is about the
dictates of the world Bank ,nd the
-ntern atonal Monetary Fund. [ know
that the Railways are very much
under the dictators of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund.
What is the effect of the dictates cf

the World Bank and International
Monetary ~ Fund? Many  developing
countries have suffered because of

the dictates of these two oiganisa-
tions. 1 feel that the Government
should try to avoid those dictates and
they should follow an  independent
policy, whatever th, World Bank or
the International Monetary Fund may
say. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI P. N. SUKUL (Uttar Pra-
desh):  Mr. Deputy  Chairman, £
rise to welcome and support the

Railway Budget for the year 1986-87.
And at the very outset I wish to con-
gratulate ou, young Railway Minister
who is sitting her, and his senior
colleague, the Transport Minister,
Shri  Bansi Lalji, for presenting a
Very good and a very balanced Bud-
get in the existing circumstances.

Sir, after the recent price hike m
petroleum  products, including  diesel,
almost all the people were expecting
a much harder Budget and they
were  expecting  that  ther,  would,
perhaps, be , hike in fares and
freight charges at all levels. But it
is a very good sign t™t it has not
bee, so, and it is rather a soft Bud-
get. And it iz because of the soft-
ness of the Budget that, perhaps, my
Opposition friend has called it stale
and colourless. Had there been con-
siderable hike in fares and freight
charges, he would hav, called it
black. But, I am sure, even if this
nominal increase had not been there,
m, friend would have found it equal-
ly colourless. So, 1 think, the, is
something wrong with the vision of
my friends sitting ove, there.

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA
(Andhra Pradesh): Has it derailed?

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: Sir, the hike

in th *¥ is very paltry and it is
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meant to affect only the affluent sec-
tions of the pociety. It had to be
there to some extent. Why? It is
because, as we all know, in a deve-
loping economy prices generally do
not come down. They go wup. If the
prices of essential commodities go
up, if the prices of petroleum pro-
ducts go up, then naturally the
transport charges have also to go wup.
But % I way congratulating the
Minister, § is indeed very good that
he has been able to contain this in-
crease in fares and freight charges.
Sir, my friend has also called the
Budget s stale. I do not know why
he has called it stale. Perhaps, Bud-
get making is a routine exercise and
that is why he has called it stale.
Or, perhaps, there were not many
strikes and all that and that is why
he callg it stal, and colourless. But,
if my friend had looked into the
higher allocations for various deve-
lopmental activities pertaining to the
Railways, he should not have called
it stale and colourless. Sir, as re-
gards investment under Plan  head,
the revised estimate in 1985-86 pro-
vides for Ks. 70.54 crores for con-
struction of new lines. And in the
Budget for 1986-87, there is a provi-
sion of Rs. IOO crores, a, increase of
Rs. 30 crores which is an appreciable
increase. ~As  regards  doubling  of
lines, in 1985-86, the revised estimates
had been Rs. 70.32 crores while in the
new Budget, the amount is Rs. 110
crores which is still more appreciable
rise. For rolling stock, the revised
estimate for 1985-86 is Rs. 763.87
crores whil, in th, Budget Estimate
for the next year, it is Rs. 893.40
crores. Sir, my friend t"¢ ® ?
trade unionist and he was referring
to the staff matters. Now, [ thus

take th* 8 case ot staff_ For stap
quarters, in the current year, there
has been a provision of Rs. 13.009
crores. As P the revised estimate,
for the next year, it is Rs. 25 crores,

almost double. As regards the ame-
nities for staff, in the current year,
the provision is Rs. 8.82 crores. For
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the next year, it iy Es.
almost double.

17 crores,

As regards the passenger amenities,
in the current year it fe Rs. 6.13
crores, next year it will be Rs. 8.90
crores, an appreciable change, but if
still  my opposition friends fail to
see the colour in th, Budget, t"y
do not find any change in th, Budget
and they want to call it as my friend
just now called it, a colourless Bud-
get, I think ther, is no remedy to it
or there is something very seriousdy
wrong with th, glasses that "y are
putting on. That is why they cannot
distinguish be-ween the colours.
They will call th, Budget red only
If you lower dow, the fares. If you
lower the freight charges then they
may call it pinkish, but, *s I said, in
a  developing economy like  ours,
there is not going to be a fall. The
best thing is that ther. is no appre-
ciable increase. If that iy there, then
for us it is a pinkish Budget; for
them it may not be a pinkish Budget.

There fe no doubt about it, Mr.
Deputy  Chairman,  Sir, that our
railways  form  the  biggest public
sector enterprise in the whole of Asia
because ours fe the biggest railway
in Asia, about 1.7 million workers
are employed therein and the capital
investment also ig of the order of
Rs. 9,500 crores, and the importance
of the railways is that they are the
backbone of our economy.  They
provide the basic infractructur, for

our economy. They move essential
commodities including foodgrains,
coal, steel, cement, fertilisers, ores,

petroleum products and in fact these
itemg constitute 80 per cent of the
total movement of goods by raily and
they are all essential commodities.
So, the responsibility of the railways
in a developing economy becomes
really very important. But we find,
Sir, that in spite of this importance
th, Plan allocations made to the
Railways ar, not sufficient, are not
adequate, and year after year there
has been this inadequacy in Plan al-
locations for the railways. As re-
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gardy th, allocation fo, the railways,
1 will mention that in the First Plan
Plan it was 1543 per cent of the

total Pla, expenditure, in the Third
Plan it was 1546 per cent. In the
Annual  Plans  between 1966  and

1969 the average was 7.69 per cent.
But then the downward trend start-
ed in the Fourth Plan and this per-
centage came down to 5.92 per cent.
In the Fifth Plan it wag 5.97 per cent.
In the Fifth Plan, according to the
original provision of Rs. 5100 crores.
it was 5.23 pe, cent but as the actuals
come to Rs. 6573 crores,
the percentage rose a little
and it became 6.7 petcent.
In the Seventh Plan, Sir, the
tion, the Plan

alloca-
allocation is 6.8 per
I think that with
with thes,

inadequate and
cient allocations, the

cent only. And
these provisions, alloca-

tions, rather insuffi-
railways may
to fulfil all
ments and may not be able
to the needs of the people as best
as they want to do. No doubt, natu-
rally, therefore, much more funds
are needed ior the improve-
of the rail-
wayis. In terms of the  originating
tonnage th, annual average growth
in freight traffic during the last 35
years of Plan Development i our
country has been of th, order of 3.1

per cent only. And, I think that a

not be able our require-

to cater

desired

ment in the performance

larger number of wagons, better lines
and more lines are needed ana this
figure could have been improved
upon further but for paucity of funds
we are not able to do that. I, th®
Sixth Plan Document, railway freight
traffic was originally fixed at around
309 million tonnes; it was reduced to

280.5 million tonnes and it had to be
further reduced to
for want of capacity.

70 million tonnes

This capacity

could not he increased  as required
due to paucity of funds only, other-
wise, it could have been increased

and if this requirement of funds for
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the Railways is not met squarely t
the Planning Commission, [  think
thig situation has to be perpetrated
further for a number of year, where-
as we want to change it overnight.
So, we have to be realistic in our
approach to the functioning of ths
Eiailways, to the performance of the

Railways.
As regards the capacity, at the end
of the Sixth Plan, ity capacity to

Harry freight traffic was 275 million
tonnes and at the end of the Seventh
Plan, it i, supposed to be of the

order of 340 million tonnes. It means
roughly 65 million tonnes mor, is
going to be added in our -carrying

capacity and I don't think with the
present Plan allocation, Railways wiH
be able to achieve this target. As
in the case of the Sixth Plan it had
to be reduced, this may also have to

b, reduced in the Seventh Plan.

Sir, the Seventh Plan
this connection says:

scarcity of  resources and. priority to
be accorded to freight traffic, it will
be necessary for the Railways to con-

document in
"Given the

tain demand for passenger traffic
with the aid of an appropriate pric-
ing policy." Further it says: "The
Railway's ability to  generate their
own resources for growth and re-
placement has not shown any im-
provement. In fact, increasingly
higher operating ratios are a matter
of concern." So her. we find what

ig the view of our Planning Commis-

sion vis-a-vis the Railways. On the
one hand the Planning Commission
suggests that demand fo, passenger
traffic  increase  should be  contained
and Secondly it  suggests  that  the
Railways should generate their own
resources, much more than what they
are able to do today. It means they
do it by upward revision of freight
charges or th, fare, which the Gov-

ernment has not done this time but

they may have to resort to in future
if things do not improve. And as
regards containing  passenger traffic,

1 I think in accordance with the sug-
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[ShrI P. N. Sukul] I But it i; not so. In th, Seventh
gestion or th, guidelines of Plan- Plan, for electrification, there is a
makers, th, Railways have tried to provision of only Rs.!' 830 crores.
do things thig time also. But this is With this amount of Es. 830 crores
not what has Thappened, since our and with the rise in prices, I do not
Independence  or  since we  started think we will be able to do much

with th, Plan, ther, has been a lot of
expansion; our population has mine
than doubled and it is going to be
trebled by the turn of the century,
if not earlier. So, our requirement
of railway wagons, railway coaches
and other facilities extended by the
Railways has also doubled and is
going to be trebled but when we sse
the progress during the Plan perio
in the Railways before th, planning
started, the capital at large with the
Railways wag Rs. 827 crores.

At the end of the Third Plan, it
was Rs. 2,680.3 crores. Cm 3lst
March, 1985, it was Rs. 8,285.65
(crores. In the case of route Kms.,
before the Plan period, it was 53,596
kms. On 3Ist March, 1985, it came
to only 61,850 kms. This shows, we
have not been able to increase our
route kms. as per th, requirements
Jjoi the country.

No doubt, we hav, also done some
good work. For example, in regard
to electrification, before planning be-
gan, it was 388 kms. It was only
around Bombay, Calcutta and Mad-
ras. Today, it is 2423 kms. But
even this is not sufficient. 1 wouid
say, at least, all our trunk routes
should be electrified. We know that
the cost of electric traction is much
lower than that o'f steam traction or
diesel traction. In the case of elec-
tric traction, it has been worked out
to be Rs. 3 per km. for a thousand
tonne train. In the case of diesel
traction, it is Rs. 6 per km. In the

case of steam traction, it is Rs. 12-
Therefore, as compared to  steam
traction, electric traction is one-fourth
cheaper and it is just one-half of the
cost of diesel traction. That is why,
it ig all the more neeessary that we
should try to electrify all our trunk
routes ag early as possible and "
this, sufficient amount should bay/'

beer, provided in the Seventh PI""

in regard to electrification of routes.

For new lineis, there iy a provision
of only Rs. 350 crores. This is very
very inadequate, because we hav, to
take new lines to all our backward
areas. This i ou, social obligation
If we do not act accordingly, if we
are not able to cater to th, needs of
backward areas of the country, ii
are not able to extend our transport
systems t, develop these areas, then,
naturally, railways will be failing
in one of their most important dutie
which they should otherwise render
to the society.

Now, Sir, in the Seventh Plai
period, there is a provision of Rs. 2"
crores for research in the railways.
Ther, has to be research on so many
counts, in the field of designs, wagons,
coaches, signalling equipment and so
many other things. Out of thi; amo-
unt of Rs. 25 crores, i/ find that in
the next year's Budget, there is a
provision of only Rs. one crore. It
should hav, been at least Rs. 5
crores when you consider that Rs. 25
crores is the amount provided for the
entire Plan period. If we want to
have research done ag early as pos-
sible, useful research, meaningful re-
search, then, 1 think, the amount of
Rs. one crore provided in the next
year's Budget will prove to bo gross-
ly inadequate. =~ For track renewals
also, there ig a provision of only
Rs. 2500 crores for the whole Plan
period. 1 do not think, we will be
able to implement the track renewal
programme with this amount in hand.

Now, Sir, in the end, I will come
to a few suggestions. No doubt, as
I said in the beginning, a very good
and a very balanced Budget has been

presented.

Still therp is much room for
nrovement and towards that I want

irr>-
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to draw the attenion of the lion.

Minister.

I was just talking of the (research.
It is very important for th, railways.
I come from Lucknow and the RDSO
is hi Lucknow. I have been able,
Pff and on, to see a number of offi-
cers and people working iy the
RDSO and so I know their problems.
The first and foremost problem of
those officers who are engaged in
research work is this. If their pro-

motion becomes due they are trans-
ferred immediately from RDSO to
other place, to som, other zonal rail-
way in some other  capacity. That
transfer hampers the research work
that that man wa, carrying on or wag
supervising. The new man will take

his own time in
ing or doing it.

starting or appreciat-
What 1 suggest in

such cases is, wher, our officers are
involved in  research work in the
RDSO, when their promotion becomes
due they must be given the higher
Bcade there in the RDSO itself. Even
if they ,re to get increased emolu-
ments by way of promotion, why
can't they be allowed to remain in
the RDSO itself? Naturally, tlie

suffer. This aspect 1
kindly take

work wiil not
hope the Minister  will
into consideration.

Now it has been said that 350 trains
have been Speeded up. My ow, ex-
perience shows that e'en the speed
of Rajdhani has been lowered down.
I do not know what other trains
have been speeded up. If the trains

run late your claim of speeding up
the trains % reduced to , naught.
In that case, you need not. charge
surcharge for the co-called
superfast trains. If a superfast
train runs late and reaches late at
its destination by a number of hours,
woiild it be a jus* approach if the

surcharge for superfast train is reim-
bursed to the public because you have

failed in vour duty? That can hap-
nen onlv if you take a just view of
the +hings.

StimHwriy. there is the problem of

overcrowding in trains. Reportedly
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our Members have been talking about
this. Our population has doubled and
trebled. Our people have also become
more active and mobile than 30 or 35

years back. In fact, e want more
passenger traffic, ~ whereas  our plan-
ners sa, that passenger traffic must
be contained. It is a paradox, it is
an anachronism in fact. So, it is a very
serious aspect of the whole. problem.
In fact, passenger traffic is increasing
due to population growth, due to
developmental  activities.  People  have

to move about more and more. If you
do not add up more trains and if you
tiy to contain passenger traffic a se-
rious situation wil have to be faced
not very long after, in the near fu-
ture. So, more trains should be provi-
ded.

New lines |0 the backward areas
should be provided. Sixty to sixty-five
districts of the country have not seen

the railhead even after 35 years of
our planned development. These areas
should have new rail lines.

As regards other things, accidents

pose a big problem. The other day

our Minister had to rush to South
to Kerala and almost everyday make
than one train accidents are taking
place at one place or the other.

1 P.M.

And for these accidents, so many

factors are responsfble—personal  fac-
tors, machine factor, equipment fac-
tor, this factor, that factor. But the
20,000 wunmanned level crossings pose

a grave threat to our property and
life. So many time accidents take
place at unmanned level crossing.
What happens is that these leve -cros-
sings are deemed to be manned by
local bodies concerned in whose area
they fall. But they do not do it for
want of funds and so many other

railways are
earning the

facilities And since the
running the trains and
revanue, it becomes the bounden duty
of +he railways themselves to ensure
that each and every level crossing is
manned so that there are fewer ac-
cHf>rit« or no accidents, if possible.
So I would like to suggest to *he Mi-
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nister to try to men as many level
crossings as possible in the next year
and to complete this work, if not
within this plan period, than at least
in the next Plan period—and not be-
yond that.

I have found some personal pro-
blems also while traveling in trains.
Our friend, Comrade Sukomal Sen,
was yesterday complaining about the
quality of food that is served in trains,
but I think there has been some
change, there.

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: Really.

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: That -contai-
ner service is good. You get better
food because the same quality of food
you get in the aeroplane also.

SHRI JAGESH DESAI
shtra): It is very good food.

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALA-
VIYA (Uttar Pradesh): 1 support you
on this point.

SHRi P. N. SUKUL; At least Oppo-
sition has supported me on this. So
I find quite an appreciable change in
the quality of food where that pack-
ed hot food is provided. Where it is
not provided, naturally things must
be lingering on like that and they
need to be looked into and improved.

(Mahara-

I would also suggest that when Raj
dhani Express was introduced, it used
to stop at Allahabad. Now it does not
stop at Allahabad. Allahabad is not
an  ordinary  town.  Allahabad and
Varanasi—Prayag and Kashi—they
are the tw, oldest townships in the
world. Tn the early Rigvedic literature
we find direct references to them—
not to Lucknow or Delhi but to Pray-
ag and Kashi. And the religious sen-
timents of the majority community
of this country have much to do with
Prayag and Kashi. So my suggestion
is that Rajdhani Express, as it was
stopping when it was Introduced,
should be made to stop at Allahabad.
I am not talking from the religious
point of view only; Allahabad has
piroducedj fouf Prime Ministers
Jawaharlal Nehru, Shastri Ji.
Indira Ji, and now . of course Rajiv
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Ji. A town that. can  produce
four Prime Ministers of a country

how can we ignore it? My
suggestion is that the hon. Minister
may kindly have Rajdhani  Express
from Delhi to Howrah stop at Allaha-
bad also—maybe for a few minutes
but it should stop. It stops a Mughal-
serai for technical reasons. It is a
technical  stoppage there. Instead of
Mughalsarai, it could be Allahabad.
The Division remains the same; ths
Division does not change; the zone
doe; not change. But it wiH be better
if somehow Rajdhani Express it al-
lowed to stop at Allahabad.

Then in many trains ACC 2-tie
sleeper coaches have been provided.
I will suggest that in certain very im-
portant trains which are old and pres-
tigous trains, where these ACC 2-tier
sleeper  coaches are not  provided,
these should be provided. For exem-
ple, 1 will take the name of Upper
India, 13 Up and 14 Down.

For example, 1 will take the name
of Upper India—I13 Up, 14 Down— a
very old train which traverses the
longest route also. So, anybody going
by that must not be deprived of the
facility of at least AC  two-tier.
(Interruptions).

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: The
train is older than me.

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: Much older
than all of wus. Similarly, the Delhi
Express—11 Up, 12 Down. In that you
provide AC first class and that too
during three days in a week and that
top up to Kanpur only. So, at least
an AC two-tier coach can be provi-
ded in the Delhi-Howrah Express also.
Similarly, the Toofan Express, Just
by the name people know it. There is
no AC two-tier coach in the Toofan
Express. So, in all these prestigious
trains it must be ensured that AC
two-tier coaches are provided.

Now, from here to Gorakhpur or
beynd there is no direct train where
in there is a fist class compartment.
By "beyond" I mean Bihar also. There
is only one Jayanti Janata. It is very
much crowded. There is only one AC
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two- tier sleeper coach but no first
class coach. So, either some first
class compartment should be provi-

ded in the Jayanti Janta and its name
changed or another train with first
class and AC first class must also be

rim from here t, Gorakhpur, if pos-
sible.

In Uttar Pradesh the most back-
ward region is eastern Uttar Pradesh.
There people are being put to a lot

of inconvenience because of the non-
conVersion or non-completion of the
conversion from metro gauge to broad
gauge of the Bhatni Varanasi section.
People who come from Allahabad get

down at Varanasi, have to board an-
other metre gauge train, then get
down at Bhatni, board another broad
gauge train and then 20
to  Gorakhpur. There was one train
running  from  Gorakhpur to  Allaha-
bad. In the eastern region a lot of
people go to Allahabad for religious
reasons and also because the High

Court is there and the Public Service
Commission is there. So. this work of
conversion on the Bhatni-Varanasi
section should be expedited.

In the end I will be a little selfish,
for the MPs, and 1 will make one
suggestion. The spouses of the MPs
are allowed to travel by plane
(Interruptions).

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI SITARAM
KESARI): Spouse means?

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: Husband or
wife-not companions, not attendants.

SHRI PARVATHANENI
DRA; Not spice.

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: Spouse.

UPEN-

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1t is
spouses or spouse?

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: i 1i5 spouses
of M.Ps, I said.
SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-

DRA; He is using plural.

SHRi P. N. SUKUL; They are allo-
wed air fare during the Parliament
session period from permanent resi-
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dence to New Delhi but they are not
allowed to travel in AC first class. It
is an anachronism. It means, if I have
to come with m, wife from Lucknow
to Delhi, I will come in AC first class
and she will come in AC two-tier or
first class o'r whatever it is.

(Interruptions).

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-
DRA: You run the risk.

(Interruptions).

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: I think one
should be left according to his needs
and requirements.

SHRI SITARAM  KESARIL:  Espe-
cially in a journey.

SHRI P.N. SUKUL: Our needs for

spice may not be as much as that of
the hon. Minister himself.

So, I request the Railway Minister
kindly to consider this aspect also and
allow the MPs' spouses also because
they come only once in a session and
go Dback. Against air fare you can
allow them to travel in AC first class.

With these words, Sir, I
the railway budget.

support

Thanfc you very much,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
House is adjourned till 2,00 P.M.

Tlie House then adjourned for

lunch at ten minutes past one of
the clock.
The House reassembled after

lunch at three minutes past two of
the clock, The Vice-Chairman (Shri
M, P. Kaushik) in the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
P. Kaushik): Mr. V. M. Jadhav.

SHRI PARVATHANENI
DRA; No. I have to speak.

(SHRI M.

UPEN-

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV (Mabharashtra): Opposition
or Congress?

SHRi SITARAM KESARI; You see,

because we have been allotted double the time
of th, Opposition, two from this side and one
from that side I  will speak.
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SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV  (Maharashtra); Mr.  Vice-
Chairman, Sir, i would like to support
wholeheartedly  this  Railway  Budget
which has been presented by the hon.
Railway Minister.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; (Tamil
Nadu); Where is the Railway Minis-
ter?

SHRI PARVATHANENI
DRA: Where is the Railway Minister?

SHRI SITARAM KESARIL, He is
just coming.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; Mr. Kesari
has taken over the charge.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV Sir, this is one of the beat
budgets presented so far by ou, Go-
vernment.

PROP. C. LAKSHMANNA; (Andhra
Pradesh); The train is always late.

SHRT VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV; This, Budget ca, fulfil the
demands of the common people of our
country. Sir, the railway is one of the
anajo*  public  undertakings of our
country. It is the common man's vehi-
cle. Ou, poor man can travel from

UPEN-

this corner to that corner
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir,
by the railways. Our hon. Minister,

by not raising the fares for the com-
mon man has made a great contribu-
tion for the new aspirations of the
common people of ou, country.

There are some highlights of this
Railway Budget. Railway has given
its best performance in the year 1984-
85. The Railways were able to clear
about 236 million tonnes of revenue
earning traffic compared to 230 mil-
lion tonnes in 1983-84. The yea, ended
with a net revenue of Rs 270 crores
as against Rs 209 crores. This is a
great achievement of the Railways.
Unfortunately, our Members from the
Opposition do not have the habit of
taking into account the positive side
of the working of our national insti-
tutions. They just look to the other
side and point out that this is not
working  properly. They will always
sav that this has come into a toss.
They, in fact clos, their eyes and do
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not see progress or development

of our national institutions,

Th, Railways have been shown a
good efficiency. In the current year
ie. 1985-86, the record of leading

efficiency indicator, the net ten kilo-
metre Per wagon per day was broken.
This is the achievement of the Rail-
ways and the functioning of the Rail-
way  Ministry.  Although in the cur-
rent year—1985-86—there was a sharp

increase  of freight traffic clearance
target to 14 million tonnes as com-
pared to 1984-85, the freight loading

in the first nine months of the cur-
rent year has been 16 million tonnes,
more than the corresponding  period
of the last year and four million ton-
nes above the target set for this pe-
riod in the current year. Similarly,
th, gross profit receipts of the Rail-
ways during 1985-86 are expected to
go above the Budget level by about
Rs. 188 crores and the working ex-
penses are likely to go up by Rs. 178
crores over the budgeted level largely
on account of the post-Budgetary fac-
tors, such as payment of second in-
stalment of Interim Relief. This i. a
great achievement of the Railways- [
am proud of our hon. Railway Minis-
ter, Choudhary Bansi Lal and his
Minister of State, Shri Madhavrao
Scindia since they have put a certain
type of discipline in the functioning
of the Railways. The common man
of our country is very happy that
the largest industry of this country
and the second largest railway in
the world with more than 61,000 kilo-
metres network in this country has
got a good efficiency. The good effi-

ciency can be obtained only with
the proper care and management not
only by the Ministry but also with
the cooperation of the employees
working in the Railways Departments

and their divisions.

The passenger services were also
equa®y good. We have already sanc-
tioned Rs. 180 crores for setting up a
new coach factorv at Kapurthala In
due course it will improve the availa-
Witv of passenger coache* in which
there i? a great  shortage. We have
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given a promise to the people of
Punjab.  Accordingly, a large public

sector industry is coming up in Pun-
jab at Kapurthala. It can employ
more than ten thousand people and
produce more than one thousand pas-
senger coaches per year. That is a
great promise given by our Prime Mi-
nister and th, common man there has.
got a great relief in getting this type
of industrial development.

About 350 trains have also been
speeded up during the previous year.
My griend was saying that there was
no speeding up of trains. But if you
look at the television data every night
you will find that the delay in he
running of trains has been consider-
ably reduced. In the same House, I
had raised a question last year say-
ing that the Jhelam Express from
Poona to Delhi normally comes two
to three hours late. This year, 1 find
its ~ working has been  considerably
improved.  Now, it comes  hardly
fifteen minutes or half-an hour late.
Because the Poona people are one
of the most conscious people of the

country, even if there is a fifteen
minutes delay in the running of a
train, they shout to such an extent

as if sky had fallen down. But it is
a fact that the type of delay in he
running of trains that was there
earlier has been removed.

Our previous Railway Minister had
given a slogan-safety ~ security and
punctuality. 1 am sure th, authorities
are paying special attention to the
punctuality of over 200 mail and ex-
press trains. Their running is being
monitored round the clock by a spe-
cial cell in the Railway Board.

Sir, the accidents are compara-
tively less this year. 1 agree that
much more work is to be done to pre-
vent such accidents. There is no
magic wand in the hands of the
Government to reduced accidents to
a zeTo within a period of one year.
The Railways are trying their level
best to ‘"reduce accident's in the fast
and passenger trains.
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Sir, 1 want to congratulate the Go-
vernment for providing an outlay of
Rs. 12,334 crores during the Seventh
Five Year Plan. The plan envisages
more than 50 per cent of the resour-
ces being generated internally by the
Railways against an average of about
42 per cent in the Sixth Plan. Sir, the
Railways are planning to  procure
6970  passenger  coaches/950  Electri-
cal Multiple Units and 1.235 diesel/

electric ~ lecomotives  during the  Se-
venth Five Year Plan. The Railways
are also planning to undertake ap-
proximately 20,000 kilometres of

track renewal and about 3.400 route
kilometres of electrification. Sir, this
is actually a very major plan. I think
the plan outlay this year is 60 per-
cent which is more than the last year.
Actually the initial plan outlay was
about Rs. 1.650 crores for the current
year. They have realised the impor-
tance of increasing the allocation to
Rs. 2,050 crores for this year. Now,
they have allotted 33 per cent more
than the initial plan outlay. 1 feel
this is the greatest allocation for
improving the railways.

Sir, acquisition of new wagons i's

proposed to be stepped upto 20,000
four-wheeler units as against 12,500
four-wheeler units in 1985-86. Now,

it is 60 per cent more than the last
year. I think this wiH cater to the
growing demand of traffic movement.

Sir, regarding electrification  about
430 kilometres are likely to be com-
pleted during the current year. In

1086-87 about 730 route kilometres
are likely to be energised.
The Integral Coach  Factory is

likely to produce 825 coaches during
this year and they are proposing to
step it un to 850 coaches in 1986-81.
This shows that the plan outlay which
we have fixed for this yealr is very
good.

Sir, another important thing done
by the Rai'ways 1is the introduction
of modern technology. You may be
aware that the Railways have intro-
duced computerised system for re-
servation of seats at New Belhi rail-
wav station. I am very happy that
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[Shri Vithalrao Madhavrao In Japan railway lines are welded
Jadhav] ) ) up to two to three kilometres. I, our
they have introduced this modern country it has gone up to 10O metres

technology. A few day, ago the NTC
mills  workers  delegation came to
Delhi to meet the Commerce Mini-
ster. Afte, they met him they went
to  their  destinations  without  any
difficulty. They got reservation of
thei, tickets within one day. This has
never happened before. Earlier they
used to linger for two OT three days
for getting their reservation done.
I was very happy when they got re-
servation within one day. I am proud
to say that this was possible because

of introduction of computer system in
the reservation of tickets at the New
Delhi railway station. Earlier there

were some  malpractices and  cor-
ruption at the railways station. Now

with  the introduction of computer
system  for  reservation of tickets
these malpractices can be eliminated

to a large extent. I request the Hon-
ourable  Minister to introduce this
computers system for reservation of
tickets in the fa, off places of our
country so that all common people
can travel comfortably.

Now, the Railways have also under-
taken some technological improve-
ments. It is a welcome step that they
have taken. In the speech of the Rail-
way Budget it is mentioned that the

technological improvements include
new design of freight bogies, high
speed light-weight coaches with
latest features in suspension, braking,
corrosion  prevention and  passenger
comforts, thyristor chopper control

equipment on Electrical Multiple Units
high horse-power diesel and electric
locomotives,  digital radio  equipment
and fibre optic cables, heavier rail
sections with concrete sleepers, elastic
fastenings  and  continuous/long  wel-
ding of rails and  micro-precessor
based track monitoring. I am sure
with tlie introduction of these tech-
nological improvements in the rail-
ways they can provide good cus-
tomers service. [ understand that the
elastic fastenings and continuous
long welding of rail is very impor-
tant for the quick servicing of the
railways.

or so. This is not a small achivement
because our problems are more our
railways system is very large and our
resources are limited. In spite of that,
w, are doing , fantastic job in the
introduction of new, modern science
and technology in the railways.

Sir, I am gure we are going to take
this country, this oldest country into

the 2l1st century. And the railways
are a very important component in
bur modernisation process. Unless

We are able to modernise the rail-
ways, the common man's aspirations
cannot be fulfilled. So it is very im-
portant to speed up the modernisation
process in the railways. In moderni-
sation, computerisation is not  the
only thing. There are so many factors
like the working of the railways,
signalling and so on.

Sir, 1.8 lakhs of employees of vari-
ous categories have been  benefited
during the current year through pro-
motions, and cadre reviews were con-
tinued. This is very important. A
man is working in the railways must
feel contented. Unless the man who is
working in the railways feels that
it is national property, that it is his
properly and that he must serve it,
there can be no development.
So from that point of  view,
there has been a change in the at-
titude of the railways people and
mostly the credit goes to our Railway
Ministers, both Mr. Bansi Lal and
Mr. Madhavrao Scindia.

Now, another important aspect is
that when we are fighting in our day-
to-day life fo, the ecological factor,
the Railways also have not lagged be-
hind In afforestation. In 1982 the
Railways planted 57 lakh trees; in
1983, 107 lakh trees; in 1984, 1S2
lakh trees; in 1985; 145 Iakh trees; and
during 1986-87, they plan to plant 160
lakh trees. Thix is a very great con-
tribution. But I would like to ask a
small question in this connection, we
are planting lakhs of trees every
year and we give those figures. But
how many of them survive? It is not
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merely a question of planting oi
trees; it is question of thei;, survival
also. So we must also give figures as
to how many trees have survived,
and a, standing by the side of the
railway line.

Sir, we have got , public sector
undertaking, IRCON, which has sec-
ured contracts outside the country.
In Iraq this company has completed
the prestigious Rs. 398-crore Samawa
railway project.- This i a great hon-
our to our Railway Department.

The gross traffic receipts at the exi-
sting level of fares and freight rates
for the budget year are estimated at
Rs. 6,743 crores;. And they are higher
than the anticipated receipts for the
current year by Rs. 404 crores. Sir,
they hav, increased the passenger
fares of the wupper classes. In this
budget presented by the hon. Railway
Minister and in the General Budget
presented by the hon. Finance Mini-
ster, only the rich men have been
levied more taxes. As far as tlie Rail-
ways are concerned, the passenger
fares for the first class, A.C. first class
have been increased more. We .need
not worry for them. As the Prime
Minister said® the Opposition party
Members are more worried because
the interests of th. rich people have
been effected.

Now, coming to. some of the pro-
blems of my area, the hon. Home
Minister is also sitting here. He also
comes from Nanded in Marathwada.
There is one demand of our area and
1 have made this demand every year,
whenever 1 spoke on the Railway
Budget. But the allocation is not in-
creased beyond Rs. 1 crores. This has
been a demand for the last 35 years.
Though we have a total population of
one crore and an area equal to one-
thircl of the geographical area of
Maharashtra, we are not having a
single broad gauge line. There is only
one metre gauge line from Manmad
to Kacheguda which goes through
Marathwada. Last year there was a
provision of Rs. 1 crores. Then our
people protested and so many dele-
gations met the Railway Minister.
Then there was some increase in the
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outly, Sir, this project costs about
Rs. 29 crores. Till today we have
spent Rs. 9 crores.

And yet we are gorng to provide
only Rs. 1 crore every year. It will
then take another 20 years to com-
plete and by that time the prices will
again go up and it will then cost
about Rs. 60 crores. In this way the
demand of the backward region is
not being fulfilled. I would like the
honourable Minister to tell us clearly
that he is going to complete this pro-
ject in the Seventh Plan Period or
in five years or ten years or fifteen
years. Please don't play with the feel-
ings of the poor people of the back-
ward areas of Maharashtra. This js
the just demand of the Marathwada
region. The people are demanding an
increase of mere Rs 10 crores. Ywii
complete this project at least in the
Seventh Plan period The honourable
Shri Chavan is also sitting here. lie
knows the problem; so many people
must be coming and complaining to
him. At least assure us that it will be
completed in the Seventh Plan.
This region is the most agriculturally
potential area. The Minister ol State
for Railways also comes from Maha-
rashtra though he hails from Gwalior.
He knows, h, understands, the pro-
blems. ShivajiMaharaj, the great
ruler, the great emperor, who was
a real democratic king of India, also
comies  frtom  Marathwada.  Gyanesh-
war comes from Marathwada. Nam-
dev also comes from Marathwada. In
spit, of that, his agriculturally poten-
tial but economically backward area
is not getting justice at the hands of
Railways. Please declare in your re-
ply at least an increase of Rs. 5 crores
for  conversion of Manmad metre
gauge to broad gauge.

Another thing is for Adilabad to
Purna only half a line was sanctioned.
Only one lakh of rupees is sanctioned.
"What is the cost of that project?
Rupees eighty crores. And the Bud-
get provision is just Rs. 7 iakh. If
you provide Rs. 1 lakh every year,
how many hundreds of years will
it take to complete this project?
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Therefore, Please be realistic. You
have already said in your written
reply to a question of mine that earth
work will be taken wup wunder the
Employment  Gurantee  Scheme.  Ple-
ase do take up this Manmad- Adila-
bad under th, Employment Gurantee
Scheme. You are doing it in the other
Bombay region. You give economic
justice to our economically backward
areas.

We require som, trains. We are
liot having any express trains during
the clay time. I come from Nanded.
Our people want one dayexpress from
Kachiguda to Manmad. There is one
train from Adilabad to Purna. Nor-
mally a train has 9 to 12 bogies. But
this  unfortunate train has only 3
bogies. And then, if it is scheduled
to arrive at 9 am today, sometime."! it
arrives at 9 am tomorrow. This s
how this Adilabad-Purna line is look-
ed after. This is a tribal area, an eco-
nomically backward area, T request
you to attach 9 or 12 bogies to this
train and extend it from Puma to
Manmad.

Another thing is we want more
quota for Delhi from Manmad on
the Jhelum Express and Punjab Ex-
press. There are at present only IC
to 15 berths from Nanded. We need
at least 5 to 6 AC sleeper berths and
first class bogies on th, Jhelum and
Punjab Expresses. Some people come
to Delhi by Andhra Pradesh Express
al60. For that also our quota should
be increased to 10 or 12. Another
thing is there should be one com-
plete second class coach for Nanded
passtengers. Then there are only i
first class berths for us on the train
which goe, from Nizamabad to Man-
mad. This is quite insufficient. Please
give us two first class bogies. Then
the Panchavati Express from Man-
mad to Bombay enust have two first
class compartments for wus. There is
no reservation for S.C. Railway. One
complete bogie should be there for
iSouth Centi’al Railway. Another
thing 1is one additional train should
be started from Nasik to Bombay so
that there will not be overloading on
the Panchavati Express.
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Another thing is it was decleared
that there wiH be one division at
Nanded.

I do not know where it has gone.
I say this because the people are
saying that it has been declared by
the Railway Minister. Smsy  he had
publicly declared that there will be
a Division at Nanded and yet it. has
not come into existence. Because of
this, the Maharashtrian people who
are living in that area are not getting
justice in terms of employment and
other things and in terms of many
other facilities. Mr. Minister, please
create this Division at Nanded which
hag been declared by you a long
time ago.

Now, Sir, there is another thing to
which I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the honourable Railway Mini-
ster. There is a passenger train com-
ing from Manmad to Nanded and it
is a fast passenger train. It comes to
Nanded at 10-30. It halts at Poorna
because  there is no  arrangement
here. But there are two small stat-

ions in between and th, vegetable
vendors and the milkwallahs  stop
the train at these two  places.

These people stop the train
at Chudwah and at another station.
I would like to request the
honourable Minister to see that this
train stops at these two places just
for two minutes.

Sir, I would like to congratulate
the honourable Railway Minister who
has presented a very good Budget
and I would like to say in on, sen-
tence that the honourable Railway
Minister has made three S's, in his
Budget-"this is not a slogan—and
these three S's stand for Sense, Ser-
vice and Sacrifice , and, Sir, with
these three Sir, I am sure, the hon-
ourable Railway Minister, Mr.  Sci-
ndia, will definitely succeed and V*R
go ahead. Thankyou, Sir.

SHRI MADHAVRAO
Sir, I stand for the fourth 'ff.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
M.P. KAUSHIK); Yes, Mr. Upendra.

SCINDIA:
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Sir before I go into the details of
the Railway Budget, I would like to
offer my heartfelt sympathies to Shri

Madhavrao Scindia becaus, over-
night his domain has been reduced
from a Ministry to a Department.

Sir, this is not a joke, but this is a
very serious matter. Sir, it is , Mini-
stry which as existed for a long time
and it is one of th, premier public
sector  undertakings in  this  country
and it has now been reduced to this
status by an executive order just
overnight. It may satisfy the ego of
Mr. Bansi Lal because he is presiding
over a larger empire today. But I
' feel for the Railways, particularly Ior
Mr. Scindia. This is unfair. There is
y Ministry which is in existence now
called th, Ministry of  Programme
Imiplementation. But the Railways are
no longe'r a Ministry now but they
are a Department today. Therefore,
Sir, 1 feel that it is the most thought-
less and impulsive decision which the
Government has taken recently and
I do not know whether we will have
tins  opportunity  of  discussing  the
Railway Budget for many mure
years to come because once it has
been reduced to the status of a De-
partment, f do not know  what
justification is there for a
Department to present a separate Bud-
get for itself and whether it can con-
tinue  with this Practice for long.
Therefore, I feel it is high time that
the status of the Railways is restored
and the Department is converted in-
to a Ministry as in the past.

Sir, 1T have no hesitation in saying
that the Railways are on the right
track and 1 compliment th, Minister,
the railwaymen and the managerial
cadre for having achieved significant
results during the last one year. These
are reflected in the Net Tonne Kilo-
metres per Wagon pe, Day which
have increased by more than ten per
cetnt within one year. Tlie production
units also, almost all of them, either
exceeded their targets or have ful-
filled their targets. The financial re-
sults are also good and they have been
able to meet their dividend liabilities
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and also to provide a bigger amount
for the Depreciation Reserve Fund.
Their Annual Plan provisions have
also been increased by about Rs. 600
crores for 1986-87. 1 again compliment
the railwaymen for that. But it is a
curious thing, Sir that in par, 3 of lhe
Budget Speech, the honourable Trans-
port Minister has said: "The leader-
ship of our Prime Minister, Shri
Uajiv Gandhi, evoked a mnew enthu-
siasm and zest throughout th, length
and breadth of our country. Railway-
men too felt inspired and put their
shoulder to the task with an added
sense of dedication and purpose."

I do not grudge tlie Minister and
the ruling party giving credit to the
Prime Minister. They can speak in
public meetings and give thg credit.
But when you present the budget, it
is not neeessary because the Prime
Minister is the head of Government
and all the achievements and failures
ures are his achivements and failures.
It is not necessary particularly to as-
cribe to him the success. Tomorrow
if there is a railway accident, will
you ascribe it to him? If there is a
failure of the telephone system, will
you ascribe it to him? Therefore, it
is a departure from the usual proce-
dure and 1 hope this will not b, re-
peated next year.

Sir, I compliment the Railway
Minister for good financial manege-
ment. But [ am surprised why, in
spite of that, he was tempted to bur-
den the railway wusers with additional
fares. On the one side, you are claim-
ing a dramatic increase in efficiency
and utilisation of assets and you have
showed a deficit of only Rs. 7 crores,
but to make it up you have burdened
the railway wusers with as much as
Rs. 76 crores. 1 felt that probably the-
-Minister of Transport was tempted
to ais. these resources, having seen
the Finance Minister's performance a
few days earlier when he increased
the administered prices. There was no
necessity, and it was just a tempta-
tion to raise the fares, just without
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[Shri Parvathaneni Upendra] we hav, been supporting you. Tlie
any rationale. Just 12.5 pe, cent in- Railways are bearing social burden
crease. Wha,t is the rationale for that? to the extent of Rs. 1120 crores as
What is the justification for that? It per you, ow, estimates. That should
was simply , temptation to raise as be offset. A portion of the dividend or

much money as possible. It was un-
called for. I, fact, it wa, unpolitical
also. I told the Minister also on that
day. There was no need for the
Minister to spoil a good budget with

this kind of impost. Probably the
Planning Minister and the
Finance Minister must have
prevailed over the Railway
Minister. That is their usual
tendency. Every tim, they say: you
raise more resources, you raise fares
and you raise freight rates. Thank
God, he desisted from raising freight
rates, otherwise it would have got a

cost push inflationary tendency. To
that extent they saved the people. But
even fare increase was not justified,

particularly  the 2nd class fare in-
crease even up to 250 km. You say
that this will dissuade people from
travelling on the Railways. 1 think
that no man who has got work will
ever be desisted from travelling, be-
cause you have raised the far, by a
rupee o, sq. It is a definite burden,
and your results will show. Who are
these people who travel less than
250 km? These are the people who ,go
to State headquarters, who go to hos-
pitals, who go to colleges, etc. And
these are the people whom you have
"burdened. It is very unfortunate that
thi; has been allowed in the Budget.
I also ask the question, where is the
necessity for paying the entire divi-
dend of Rs. 590 crores in a year?
Why are you in such a hurry to pay
up thiy dividend? No othe, public
undertaking, no other department, no
other Ministry, is eager to pay back
even the interest on what the Govern-
ment of India invest in them. But you
are burdening the people further, Tf
you had got the surplus with you, by
all means pay back. But for that only
you have got the Deferred Dividend

Liability system, and you could have
added to tliat few crores of rupees
without raising additional resources.

We have been pleading with you and

all th, dividlend must be offset against
this social burden. Why should the
J Railways be compelled to pay this
amount? When the Finance Minister
can show a deficit of Rs. 3650 crores,
heavens would not fall if a few hund-
red crores were added to that.
It is not neeessary fo, the Railways
to contribute to that extent and throw
additional burden on the people.

Sir, another thing that I find in the
Budget is that there is no indication
of any expansion or any development.
Not a single new line has been pro-
posed. No additional passenger ameni-
ties have been proposed. The Railways
are expected to carry 340 million
tonnes of originating traffic by the end
ol the Seventh Plan. By the end of
the century it is going to be 350 mil-
lion tonnes of revenue earning traffic
Fo, that, you have to provide assets
today. You canot just keep quiet.
You will be caught in the net at the
end of the century or at the end of
tlie Seventh Plan. How will you meet
this additional traffic without creating
additional assets today? On that point
you are not thinking at all. You seeck
to construct Only 62 kilometres of rail-
way track next year. In the entire
Seventh Plan, you are going to ac-
quire only 9600 wagons. I am sure
you will be in trouble at that time
when the traffic overtakes you.

On electrification also, we have been

repeatedly  pleading that you  must
give more emphasis on electrification
because this is the cheapest mode of
traction. Fo, 1000 TTkm steam today
j costs as much as Rs. 126.54. Diesel
costs Rs. 18.75. Electricity costs Rs.
13.84 only. It is the cheapest traction.
Of course, your initial investment is
high. But you must invest more on

this for the long-term benefit. But
that iy not being dome. Tn 1986-87, you

are going to electrify only 730 route
kilometres. In the entire Seventh Plan,
you are going to energise 34.0 kilo-

metres which is completely inade-
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quate. In this year's budget, I find
that the allocation for electrification
has been reduced from 212 crores in
1985-86 to 180 crores. In fact, there is
a reduction. You should have in-
creased that. Instead of increasing,
they have reduced the allocation for
electrification. The National Transport
Policy Committee, the Secretaries
Committee of th, Government of In-
dia, all committees have rightly em-
phasised that the railways must elec-
trify at least 1C00 kilometres a year.
It is not being done. The average is
very much less. Therefore, they have
to give additional stress n this. They
have rightly taken a decision to elec-
trify the trunk routes. It is good. But
even among the trunk routes, there is
no planning to electrify the Madras-
Bombay line or the Madras- Calcutta
line which are trunk routes. You
should also plan for them. They
should announce that at least in the
8th Plan they will take up this elec-
trification work.

In the entire budget, I find that
passenger traffic has been relegated
to a very less inporfcant position and
it is deliberate. Th, Minister him-
self admitted that in the interest of
freight traffic, etc, in th, interest of
economy, we are giving less import-
ance to passenger traffic. If you look
at the statistics, the passenger traffic
is coming down gradually because
there are no adequate facilities. The
non-suburban originating passenger
traffic was only 144& million at the
end of March, 1985. That was for
less than what it was at the end of
the Fifth Five Year Plan when the
passenger traffic was 3503  million.
That means that passenger traffic is
.going down every year because ade-
quate facilities are not being given,
the number of trains is being reduced,
new trains are not being introduced
and new coaches are not being put
This is a very serious situation.

SHRI JAGESH DESAIL; Mr. Upen-
dra, are th, statistics correct?

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEND-
RA; Yes. These ar, from the rail-
way's  book. Sir, you will find
that is most of the Rail-
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ways, the overaged coaches are being
run. Th, railways themselves have
admitted that they are not producing
enough coaches to replace the over-
aged coaches and to put additional
coaches o0, th, trains. For the en-
tire 7th Plan, they are going to ac-
quire only 6970 coaches. Sir, the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee, 1985-86, in
its tenth report, on the Coaching Ser-
vices 0:n the Railways have mention-

"As per the prescribed norms, 14
pe, cent of coaching stock remains
out of traffic use being unde, POH
repairs and another 12.5 per cent
are kept as spares. However, as
pe; the actual census taken by the
Railway = Administration, the actual
percentage of coaches under repair
was 20.5 per cent to 22.5 per cent
for 2nd class coaches and 23.9 per
cent for Ist class coaches which is
6 to 8 per cent more than the
norm,"

And the Railways justified that by
telling;

"Such coaches are maintained
thoroughly and even though some
decline in amenity standards and
some inability to measure up to
passengers'  aspirations is  inevitable,
it s certainly possible to ensure
safety and reasonable  trouble-free
service with these."
That means, they are admitting that
they are devoid of passenger com-
forts, they are not measuring up to

precribed standards. But these coach-
es are still being run leading to more
dissatisfaction among the travelling
public.

Sir, some friends made a reference
to the catering. This disposable alu-
minium casseroles system which The
Railway have introduced is a good
system. They are good and they have
been welcomed. And 1 also fee! that
the food supplied on th, Railways
must be standardised in all the trains,
not only on the prestigious trains
because this mossy business of sup-
plying liquid food curries, sambar and
rasam and all mixed up into one, I
think, should be discouraged. A man
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who is. tra veiling in the train 24
nours must bear with whatever is
supplied. It should be neatly packed
food, just packed food, dry and hv-

gienically packed. It is bette, we
make th, people accustomed to such
kind of change because as long as
you supply, people continue to eat.

But even there you cannot satisfy
everybody because Punjabi curry s
different from the South Indian curry.
A South Indian curry fe different
from the Maharashtrian curry. And
the Maharashtrian curry is different
from the Bengali curry. Therefore,
you cannot satisfy everybody. But
a standard packed food, most proba-
bly, will be welcomed by all.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; Tt
is difficult to satisfy Members beca-

use all the curries ar, represented
here.
SHRi PARVATHANENI = UPEND-

RA; Sir, there is another aspect which
I would like to mention here. As I
mentioned, it is good that th, Rail-
ways have provided Rs. 1250 crores
fo, depreciation reserve fund. But I
find the allotments for track renewal,
signalling and telecommunication and
replacement of rolling stock are not
adequate and they must be increased.
As regards modernisation, it is good
computerisation is going ahead in re-
gard to the passenger reservations.
But the initial idea was to extend it
to central wagon movement. Unless
you know where the wagons are
struck up, how many and on which
Railways, wagon movement will not
be improved. Therefore, it should be
extended to cover the wagon move-
ment also.

And here, 1 would like to
refer to one recent decision of the
Railways to import high power elec-
tric locomotives of 6,000 horse power.
They are going t, import three varie-
ties of these locomotives, 18 in num-
ber, from Japan and Sweden at con-
siderable cost. As per their own ad-
mission  the  proto-type  locomotives
will arrive at the end of 1987-88 and
after that, the proto-types will have

IRAJYA SABHA |

{Railways)—1986-87 260
to be tested. After that, you get ti
spare js arts. Probably, by the thr
ybu Mart the production in yoi

workshops, it will be 7 to 8 year
Probably-, b, that time this  mod.
will be outdated and some mor, p(
werful focomotive might come. 1 hav

had th, occasion to visit the Chittt
ranjan  Locomotive Works. And
have be tn told that the Chittaranja

Locom.oli.ve Works itself iy i, a pos
tion to Hprate ou, electric locomoii-,
at least to 5,000 horse power imm*
diatelv or even to 6,000 horse powt
gradusillir.  Therefore, 1 do not kno
why th, Railways have decided tc in

port tl'iif kind of thing. Maybe, it
a part of the pressure from the ir
ternatioral financial institutions 1
thrust upon us some models and i

make “£'- dependent on foreign sur
pliers, for long. It will lead to dt

pendence  on them which is again:
the policy of self-reliance which th
Railways) are following. When yo

have got a production unit, you coul
do with a lesser horse power locoinc
tive than import a complete "protc
type and become dependent on th
suppliers. Therefore, I would like th
Minister to review this thing, and
you are 'getting the locos and if yc
have placed a firm order, you stc
with that. You copy them in whal
ever manner you like and you nee
not go into the import of further 10Cc
motives and spare parts of these.

Then, another thing is about  tl: Calcutta
Metro. I have recently go* round the Metro,
already opened. must congratulate the
Metro Author ties for maintaining it neat
and cleai

There were apprehensions earlier b< cause
of the general conditions Calcutta, that
the Metro will be mi used for various
purposes and it wi be made dirty in no time.
But it very spick and span and we are rea ly
proud that this is being maintaine as such.
But I find that for the ei tire metropolitan
projects again tl allocation this year is less
than Ia

year. It was Rs. 91.45 crores. In 19: 86. In
the next year's Budget yc have provided
only Rs. 90j80 eron' and if you want to
Complete it i
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quickly as possible, you have to in-
crease the allocation for the metro
projects substantially.

Then, there is the intra-city problem
of traffic and traffic in other cities
also. Now you have got electric loco-
motives, EMUs in four major cities.
But there are cities like Hyderabad,
Bangalore and other where also there
is traffic congestion. You had got one
idea earlier, I do not know why yaj
are not pursuing it. The intra-city
transport is not the sole responsibility
of the railways. You are correct in
that. The railways need not be bur-
dened with that responsibility. But
there should be an organisation in

which the railways, the State
transport, the State Government,
the urban development au-

thorities the Municipal Cor-
porations and also the public sector,
the private sector and major indus-
tries in the area, they must be made
the partners, they must contribute
to the corporate fund and through
that organisation the intra-city trans-
port must be handled and that should
be pursued. That should be th, joint
responsibility of all these organisa-
tions, not alcne the railways.

Mr. Sukul pointed out about the
inadequate allotment for research-
Only one crore of rupees you have
given in this and you are talking
about the 21st century and modern-
isation and research and all that. Ru-
pees one crore is absolutely inade-
quately  inadequate. = You must in-
crease this allocation fo, research 1
also find that this. RDSO is not corn-
ing up to the mark. It is only small
minor things that they ar, attempting
Most of the research relating to pro-
duction units is being done in the
production units themselves. It is bet-
ter to strengthen the research organ-
isation in the production units itself
and I do not know what th, RDSO
is doing. It is high time to review the
functioning of the RDSO in all its as-
pects.

Sir, the industrial relations hi the
railways are good and I am happy
with that. But you have to devote
more attention to staff amenities. You
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have psro laded Rs. 25 crores for rail-
way quarters. It is good. But even with
that only six Iakh railway employees
are provided with quarters out of
eighteen lakh employees, or out of
16 lakh regular employees only six
lakhs are provided. You know in
what circumstances they live, out of
the way places, remote places, where
they cannot get even a house on rent.
Therefore, you should increase the al-
location and build more railway quar-
ters. Similarly, last year I made a
suggestion that the number of mo-
bile dispensaries in the railways must
be increased because at the out of the
Way places, the staff who work" at re-
mote places, they are not able to go
to the divisional headquarters  and
nearby important ~ towns. Therefore,
mobile medical vans must go along
tlie track, wvisit various stations so
that the need for the staff to go to
the  divisionl  headquarters  will  be
obviated.

Then, at several places where I
went there is a constant complaint of
inadequate  educational  facilities  for
the railwaymen's children. You
know in  what circumstances they
work, how many times they are
transferred from one place to
another. Therefore, there is need for
more  Central schooly in  important
railway headquarters and railways
can provide land, they can give the
buildings also, they have, got all the
infrastructural facilities like water,
sanitary arrangements, etc. There-
fore, the Ministry of Human Resour-
ces must be pressurised to open more
Central schools in the railway colo-
nies and railway centres. And Chit-
aranjan i; one amongst them which
badly needs tha Central School.

You referred to sports but I find
the achievements of your Railway-
men in sports have been gradually
going down. I do not know the rea-
son for it. Therefore, this aspect
should also be examined.

We hav, been talking about an
amendment to the Railway Act. We
have been talking about it for more
than a decade and you have assurec
thatit is coming. I do not knov
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when it is coming and I suggest that
it should be introduced as quickly
as possible.

There is a great scope for economy
in the Railways in regard to fuel.
You know hoy, much of coal is sto-
len. There is scope for economy in
electricity  consumption, use of cars,
stationery, = TA/DA  etc. and: also
there is * big leakage in revenue
through sale of scrap. We have
found at several places scrap is not

properly stored and that is stolen;
proper accounts ar, not maintained.
Therefore, through scrap alone you
can get several crores of ruppees,

and you should take care of that.

About operating ratio, also, it has
come down as compared to 2 or 3
years ago but it is going to 3e static
at 913 per cent next year. .There
is scope for improvement in this res-
pect. 1 am also worried about in-
crease in wagons' turn-around time.
That als, you wiH have to see.

Then, th, whole exercise in regard
to the additional levies, will be fet-
ching Rs. 76 crores only which you
have admitted it equivalent to 1.2
per cent of the gros, revenues of
Railways, and for -this paltry amount,
I don't think you should have gone in
for increase i" fares. I suggest and
request you to withdraw this additio-

nal levy on second-class passengers
strainghtaway and also withdraw in-
crease in  sleeper  charges.  because

only middle-class and lower middle-
class passengers wiH be subjected to
thi; increase. Here 1 also want to
say that todasy your air-conditioned
first-class fare is more than the air
fare. [Except the Ministers, the M.Ps
and probably the honeymooning cou-
ple, nobody else travels by that class
by paying that much amount because
in on, or two hours, one can go by
air and need not spend 24 hours or
36 hours in the train. M.Ps may be
dissatisfied with it but I suggest, you
abolish  altogether thiy first-class  air-
conditioned clas, and replace it gra-
dually by second-class A.C. two-tier
sleeper. It is desirable, i, the long
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run, to have only two classes, that is,
ordinary second class sleeper and air-
conditioned  two-tier  second-class  sle-
eper. You may standardise so that
you have only two classes and those
who can afford to pay more, can tra-
vel by A.C. two tiers. That will be
a classless train.

Before 1 conclude, I will take a
few minutes to speak about my State
Andhra Pradesh otherwise 1 may be
misunderstood. 1 am happy that you
have provided Rs. 5.5 crores for
Nadivude-Bibinagar ~ line. ~ You  have
also acceded to our request to provide
Rs. 5 crores for  Guntur-Macherla
conversion. We wiH be pleased to
see that next year also you would
give as much as possible to complete
this line because thi; will reduce dis-
tance to Madras by about 80 kilo-
metres. For Balharshah-Vijayawada
electrification, you have given suffi-
cient amount and I am grateful to
you for agreeing to electrify Guntur-
Tenali section which is very essential.
But you have given only Rs. 50 lakhs
for this which is not sufficient. Please
see this project is completed in the
next two years' time.

You have got an organisation at
Vijayawada for railway elecTrification.
With the completion of Vijayawada-
Balharshah  electrification,  this  orga-
nisation has to be disbanded because
there is no other work. You have
already approved because there is no
other work. You have already ap-
proved Sanatnagar-Kaizpet electrifica-
tion project and you may take it up
by the end of the Seventh" Plan or
you may say you will take it yp in
the Eighth Plan. But we would like
to persuade you to start this work
during the Seventh Plan itself be-
cause you will have to set up another
organisation....

SHRi V. GOPALSAMY; You are
the happiest man; you have got lion's
share.

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-
DRA:  Therefore, 1 suggest before
disbanding this organisation, you start
the work on Sanatnagar-Kazipet sec-
tion. That organisation will continue



265 The Bud8et

and the work wiH also progress. You
please decide on this.

There is another suggestion which
I would like to make. You are going
ahead with the Koraput-Raigad line.
When 1 examined that, I found that
it involves the construction of SO
many tunnels and many people have

told me that it will be a very
costly proposition  and it will
not serve much purpose. There is an
alternative route. By connecting
Dantewara with Bhadrachalam and
Kovvur, you can avoid Waltair and
you can move the iron ore from the

Kakinada Port or even to Visakhapat-
nam Port via this new line. This will
be less costly and more useful.

I would like t, make two more sug-
gestions. One is, you are going to
introduce , train, a direct train, to
Visakhapatnam. You have announced
this, you have agreed to this, after
a long time. But ultimately, you
have ,given such an unpopular train
that nobody will board it. The whole
grace is gone you are bifurcating the
Southern  Express at Kazipet, which
involves two days and two nights
journey. Nobody wiH make use of it
they would prefer to change
train at Vijyawada and go qui-
kiy.  Therefore, if you want to
giv, a train, give a good train. In this
connection, I would suggest that you
can increase the frequency of the
Andhra  Pradesh Expres. At present,
it runs only on four days. The track
iy available, you can have the train
for two more days. You can bifur-
cate the train at Kazipet and you can
take o'e part of it to Visakhapatnam.
This wiH be a popular train and by
this you will be earning the gratitude
of the people in the southern part of!
the country.

Then, we have th© Lalaguda work-
shop of the South Central Railway.
Other zonal railway worshops
have been modernised or are
going to be modernised. You are
already doing it. But this work-
shop has not been moder-
nised, it should have been moderni-
sed. It is not going to be modernised.

t6 MAR. 1986 ]

{Railways)—1986-87 266

I dy not know the reason. I would
request Mr. Scindia to visit this zonal
workshop of the South Central Rail-
way. | have wvisited this workshop
as a member of the Railway Conven-
tion Committee. It is in such an awful
condition that it i; a shame to call it
a zonal workshop. You should imp-
rove it, you should modernise it and
see that it serves the purpose for which
it has been set up.

Lastly. We write so many letters
te the Ministers. In th, case of Mr.
Bansi Lal, it is very difficult to
find ©°ut his reaction. When we say
anything, he just listens. But we get
more positive replie, from him. On
the other hand, Mr. Scindia is a
very pleasant and smiling man. But
when we write to him, we get only
negative replies from him. Therefore,
I would request him to be more posi-
tive in his replies and meet our point
of view half way ,t least.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: It
is a good combination.

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-
DRA; Having said this, [ wish the
Railways every success in the years
to come. I welcome the good features
in the Budget. But I would again re-
quest the Minister to withdraw the
increase in the second class fares and
the increase in the sleeper charges.
I hope, there wiH be a positive res-
ponse when he replies. Thank you.

SHRI KAMALENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE  (Assam); Mr.  Vice-chair-
man, Sir, we have got to admit
that the Indian Railways is not
only the principle mode of trans-
port ~we havte, but it is the
nation's lifeline in regard to
passenger and  freight traffic. From
a very humble begining in 1953, it has
grown inty a gigantic railway system
and has attained commanding heights.
Sir, the Indian Railway? have played
and are playing a very important and
vital rofe in the social and economic
life of the nation. They have every
reason to be proud of their achieve-
ments during the year 1985-86. If the
Railways have everyreason to be proud
of their achievements, I feel, we all



267 The Budget [RAJYA SABHA ] {Railways)—1986-87 268
[Shri Kamalendu Bhattacharjec] trains. It has been a wise decision
all have very reason to be proud of not to raise freight rate; at a time

the Railways' achievements, during
the year that i; ending because the
Indian Railways are the nation's pro-
perty and every Indian owns it-
Sir, the Railway Budget reveals a
very positive picture of the state of
the nation's main carrier. It seems
God is i" his Heaven and everything
is fine with the world. The single

biggest piece of g0od NEWS iS ......coveveervrvrenee.
in the current financial year the rail-

ways will most likely exceed
3 PM. the target of loading 250 mil-
lion tonnes of revenue earn-
ing freight traffic. And mind
you, this originating revenue

earning freight  traffic  is the  bread
and butter service of the railways.
An all-time record of 1220 net tonne
kilometre per wagon per day has been
achieved.' A great achievement indeed
and this achievement is all, the more
creditable in view of the fact that this
record has been achieved largely
with the same rolling stock. Now this
record has been achieved not through
fluke but through the dedicated ser-
vice of the railwayman through a basic
upturn in efficiency and honesty and
for that the railway men deserve our
applause and appreciation and that
too in rich profusion. It is creditable
for the Railway Minister that
he has been able to put his
account book in the black with addi-
tional resource mobilisation of Rs. 76
crores. And mind you, this Rs. 76
crores form only  1/6th of the hikes
imposed last year. It is also a great
satisfaction that a 10 per cent rise has
been achieved in the net revenue,
even after providing for a 31 per cent
rise for appropriation to the Depre-
ciation Reserve Fund and the money
allotted for depreciation reserve fund
is utilised just to replace the over-
aged rolling stock and enable faster
clearance of the arrears of the traffic.

It is also a welcome sign that the
railways acknowledged the pre-emi-
nence of freight traffic and have re-
sisted the temptation of introducing
superfast, luxurious and prestigious

when the road transport operators
will have to hike their rates at least
marginally just to pay for the -costly
diesel and 1 am confident, thi; deci-
sion will act to the competitiveness
of railways as a mode of transport.
Now 1 feel that the railways should
take up the much more daunting
problem  of pilferage of the goods
booked on the railways. They should
make all-out efforts to book the cri-
minals. If there is perceptible im-
provement in this regard, I am sure
the future of railways—to quote the
words of Mathew Arnold—is 'im-
mense'. If we can achieve something
tangible in  thi; regard, I am  confi-

dent, for the railways it will be
rose, all the way though physically
it is steel all the way. Ther, has

been a declaration of a concession of
25 per cent on the passenger fares
in II class for youth between 13 and
33, if they travel in a group of 10 or
more for distance over 1000 kms. Now
this is a very good decision. The
youth wiH see India. They will
come to know about India. If T re-
member aright, Madhavraoji, while
defending last year's railway budget,
spok. of railway compartment, how
it symbolises the basic and funda-
mental unity of India. Unity in diver-
sity in a railway compartment is
truly depicted. We find people from
the south, from the north, from the
east and from the west. They belong
to all party; of the country and these
people will truly know about India.
Immortal poet Tagore had said:

unknown

You make the known,

Accommodate countless as your own

You make the distance near,

And make the stranger dear.

I understand that the hike i, the
fares of express and mail trains will
pinch but in all probability not un-
bearably so, because this hike has
bee, restricted to classes ordinarily
used by, I should not say well-up
but definitely better people and it
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may seem, and som, of the Opposi-
tion Member, hav, been very vocal
against this, that thig hik, in fares

has bee, unfair, but I would like to

say that the railways have really
chosen the harder option anj instead
of camouflaging the fund shortage—
ie. by replacing overaged rolling
stock—they have decided just to re-
cover the amount from tlie persons

who are in , better position to pay a
little more and it has been pointed
out that the ordinary second class
passengers and  suburban  commuters
have been left out of the purview of

the far, hike and these two sections
together  constitute about 90  percent
of the travelling public.

Now, hon. Mr. Sukomal Sen from
the Opposition Benches, pointed out
and with his jugglery of statistics

tried to prove that this is just a sort
of denying to the public. 1 would
like to say that what is true is what
T. S. Eliot, a modern poet, comment-
ed that it ig a matter of interpreta-
tion, not a matter of explanation. If
there is just a glass of water and
there iy half water in th, glass, if a
perso,' i a pessimist he will say the
glass is half empty, but if the person
is a, optimist, he will say the glass
is half full. So I would Ilik, hon.
Members of Opposition to just look
at th, Railway Budget from the
point of view of an optimist and try
to And good things in it.

There ha; been a 7.5 per cent hike
in the case of journeys upto 250 kms.
and 5 per cent rise beyond 250 kms.
I understand this has been done just
to discourage short journeys by long
distance trains. But on this 1 have
got something to say. I do not have

much  experience of other mail/ex-
press trains, but so far ag Tinsukhia
Mail and Assam Mail are concerned,

in these two trains particularly, dur-
ing the day time, no reservation is
maintained and the hooligans, jgoonda
elements and undesirable elements
have their way. The passengers who
form queues and after undergoing so
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much  strai, book thei, reservations
much in advance by one or two
months, become  helples;  spectators.

|The, do not just enjoy the bliss of
reservation. I would like the hon.
Minister, Shri Scindia Ji to give his
sharp and pointed attention to this
particular matter.

While expressing his reaction to the
Railway Budget, one hon. Member
from Opposition said that the rail-
ways hav, behaved like , leech
which sucks more and more blood of
the poor passenger. Thi; was the
reaction of an hon. Member of Oppo-
sition. I would just say that this is
a false analogy. Railways cannot be
likened to a leech; Railways should
be likened to a cow, the most respect,
ed animal of India and should be
given better fodder to get better and
wholesome milk from th, railways.

It is indeed a matter of great pride
inot only for the railwaymen but for
Indians at large that RITES and
IRCON are providing technical con-
sultancy services and executing pro-
jects not only in India but i, many
countries  abroad, earning  valuable
foreign exchange.

These public sector organizations are
doing works in Algeria, Cuba, Ethio-
pia, Ghana, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Mo-

zambique, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia,

Zambia and Zimbabwe.

I belong to the north-east and 1
would like to highlig'ht some of the
problems of the north-east with
regard to the railways. There
are certain States like Meghalaya,
Manipur and ~ Mizoram which have
not yet found their place on the

railway map of India. It is true that
the railway, have started projects for
laying lines from Lalbazar to Bhai-
ravi; and from Silchar to Jiribam. The
projects have been started but I am
constrained to say that most likely
due to financial constraints, pro-
gress of these projects is not very
satisfactory. For many many years
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we have been ftrying to impress upon
the railway administration that the

existing railway line which is known
aa hill section, which runs between
Badarpur and Lumding, just cannot
stand the wear and tear of time; it
has become overaged. A survey has
already been conducted for an alter-
native line connecting Lanka and Ba-
darpur. Now, there ar, certain  se-
rious  problem. Thi; particular  rail-
way line, this hill section, is a serpen-
tine line running through the whole
terrain of the Barail hills and for
four to five months in a year almost,
there i, dislocation. There are 100
bridges on this line which have been
constructed by the Britishers, and
37 tunnels, and due to incessant rain-
fall or landslides or due to the move-
ment of the hills, in a year many

times thi; connection gets dislocated.
And what happens? Passengers suf-
fer a lot. Sir, you will be as'.unish-
ed to know that during th, monsoon
the railway is not the mainstay for
carrying goods. Road transport is
the mainstay and railway is the
stand-by. Just as in West Bengal the

generator is the
supply is , stand-by,
ing the monsoon, in this particular
line road transport becomes the main-
stay and railway i, the stand-by  This
position has got to be changed. Now
a gigantic paper mill, the biggest'in
Asia, is coming up in Panchgra.n in
Cachar  district, very near Silchar,
and this particular paper mill pro-
ject wiH have to be looked after by

mainstay

1

and power
in Assam dur-

the railways and the railways will
have to cater to the needs of this
particular paper mill project because
there will be movement of wagons
and other things. Very recently we
made a representation to the honour-
able Transport Minister and he has
written back to us that funds haye

been placed for strengthening the hill
section. But this strengthening alone
won't do.  Through you Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir 1 would request Ma-
dhavraoji to give his sharp and point-
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Something has got to be done ioi this

particular  section and  unless and
unti  this is  seriously taken up,
peoples misery will always  boggar
description. They are really
suffering especially during the
monsoon. Only last year there
was disruption for .about a month.

I  for one believe that if it
is my duty to criticize, it ia also my
responsibility to praise, and 1 have
gone on record and I have written

letters to the Prim, Minister of In-
dia and the Transport Minister ap-
preciating  the yeoman servico ren-

upred by the railwaymen during thi«t
month. But there are also certain fac-
tors which cannot be overcome just
by efficiency, and 1 would like hon.
Scindiaji to give his sharp and point-
ed attention. I am repeating i' even
at the risk of repetition I am saying
it again and again, that something
hats got to be done about finding out
an alternative to this existing hill
section. Otherwise, when Mizoram
and Manipur, these two places will
b. connected by railways, what wiH
happen? This line cannot stand this
pressure, and ihe-? wiH be some sort
zt serious dislocation. Befw it
comes, advance planning has got to
be done. I am confident that laying
of a broadgauge line between Lanka
and Badarpur is the only alternative.

Once again, there are certain pro-
blems relating to my State. [ would
request the Railway Minister to see
to it that the broadgauge line from

Guwahati to Dibrugarh is completed
and that sufficient funds are released
for the second and the third railway

bridges over the Brahamapulra.

Now, Sir, if my understanding is
not incorrect, I would like to say
that the railways fiav, already ap-

pointed or are contemplating to ap-
point agents for sale of tickets and
for makins -tservations. I thinV this
will be fciviog ind'dgence to nla sk <
marketeer’, and som. unset urulous
elements will just tck. advantage of
that situation. Mt'&t of the railway-
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men are good, but all are not alike.
I will tell you a very funny story
that at a certain big railway junctions
a man approached the ticket collec-
tor from behind and said, "l want a
reservation, first class reservation
up to Delhi." The TC said, "Rs,
100." The man shouted and told
him, "Don't you know whom you are
speaking to?" Th, TC asked, "Wno
are you?" Then the man said, "I
am the Railway Minister." Tne TC
said, "Thab the 50 rupees." Th, story
goes like that. There are certain
undesirable  elementc. But 1  think
most of th, people are torwret I
would say that they giv, dedicated
service to the nation also, 1 admit.
But there are some unscrupulous ele-
ments. By introducing this  agency
service, | think, indulgence wiH be
given to  those  unscrupulous ele-
ments.

Now the Railway Minister has  sought
the support and encouragement of Ihe
Members. I think, w, should, irrespective
of our party affiliations, extend our sup-
port and encouargement to the railwaymen
to spark them on to overcome the stiff
challeges and achieve even greater
heights. Jawaharlal Nehru said and |1
quote;

"To hell with the men who can-
not work fast. We ivam no slo-
gans. I want \vo»-k and work and
work."

I believe and I am sure tha: ihe
railwaymen v.-iil work re®-j tipssly
and prove equal to the nation's ex-
it? tation of !fe*3>.

With these words, Sir, 1 support
the Railway Budget.
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SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, I extend my gratitude
to you for the opportunity I hav, got
to speak on the Railway Budget. Sir,
the people who are holding the reigng
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of power i, th, seat of Delhi most
often they preach sermons that the
Bharat from Himalayas to Cape Co-

morin igone. All right. But at the

same time very often they forget Tamil
Nadu is also i, the map of India.
That is why when allocation of funds
are made, Tamil Nadu is totally neg-
lected. 1 can substantiate my charge.
Every yea, we are levelling th, same
charge. If we go through th, Expla-
natory Memorandum on the Railway
Budget for 1986-87, we ca, see how
much they hav, alloted for Karur-
Dindigul Project this year? It is Rs.
3.80 lakhs. The balance of sanctioned
cost is Rs. 43 crores. We have been
demanding for completion of this pro-
ject fo, decades. But only after convin

cing the then Prime Minister, Madam
Indira Gandhi sanctioned the project.
We Members of Parliament represent”
ing all political parties met her and
we expressed our agony and anguish
over the discriminating attitude of the

Government.

When Mr. A. B. A. Ghani Khan
Choudhry the then Railway Minister
visited Madurai he had a reception
by the Ramnad Maduria Chamber of
Commerce. It was represented to him
that funds so far allotted were very
meagre. The progress was only at a
snail's pace. Then Mr. Choudhry an-
nounced sanctioning of Rs. 10 crores
immediately. But what happened?
That assurance was not at all honour-
ed. Now, what will happen? It wiH
take many years, many decades. You
are not serious in completing th, pro-
ject. That is why you are not allot-
ing more funds.

Sir, so far Es. 23.63 crores had been
spent on this project. Thi; is a P™-
ject that has th, broad gauge line
from Karur to Dindigul 72.9 Kms. and
then parallel broad gauge line from
Dindigul to Madurai 64.32 Kms. Then
conversion from metre gauge to broad
gauge from Madurai to  Maniyachi
127.25 kms. and parallel broad gauge
line from Maniyachi to Tuticorin and
from Maniyachi to Tirunelvel 60 Kms.
Sir, I am very much pained to point
out that this project which was plan-
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ned by the experts is the most idiotic
and ignorant plan ever designed by
the experts in the Department of Rail-
ways. There is a construction of broad
gauge line from Dindigul to Madurai.
This is all right. Then again from
Karur t, Dindigul is also all right.
The, there is construction of broad
gauge line that is , parallel line from
Dindigul to Madurai, but there is no
parallel construction between Madu-
rai and Maniyachi. There is only
coversion  of metre gauge to broad
gauge. What wiH happen if people
from Tirunelveli or even from Kanya-
kumari want to travel towards Madras
via Trichy they have to get down at
Madurai if his project is implemented,
because there is no parallel construc-
tion. That is the metre  gauge will
be converted to broad gauge, if at all
it is  constructed. Then they would
hav, to get down at Madurai; then
they would have to go by the metre
gauge train via Tiruchi to Madras.
They will be subjected to hardships
and  sufferings, unbearable  sufferings.
This ha, already been pointed out to
the Minister during the railway budget
discussion last year. But that has not
been considered by the Ministry. Thig
is a serious error committed by the
Railway Department.

Sir, as far as the Mass Rapid Transit
System for Madras is concerned, this time
also they have allotted only Rs. 4 crores.
This is also very meagre. Therefore, I
would request the hon.
Minister to kindly try to allot at least Rs. 20
crores for the Karur-Dindigul
project and Rs 10 crores for the Mass
Rapid Transit System. Of course, you
have made two Minister, of State
from Tamil Nadu. I am happy that
two promising youngsters have been
given berth

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; 1
have not made. Our leader has made.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Not you.
Th, Prime Minister, the Government.
But as far as allocation of funds is
concerned, as far a's new projects are
concerned, we are totally neglected.
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SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: One
is sitting there.

S....1 'V, GOPALSAMY; He is burn-
ing m his heart, I know, but h, can-
not say. Sir, there is one project,
Karur-Cochin via Idukkl and Bodinai-

kanur. A survey has already been
made. Definitely it will cater to the
needs of the people of both Kerala
and Tamil Nadu. A survey hay al-
ready been made. If th, Minister
kinaly consider* my request and in-
cludes the project next year, it will

be definitely welcomed by all sec-
tions. Sir, Mr. Gurupadaswamy was
also telling m, that this time Karna-
take has also been totally neglected
because for the broad gauge line bet-
ween Mysore and Bangalore, only an
amount of Rs 49 lakhs has been al-
lotted. That is also very meagre.
Of course, Mr. Upendra is the happi-

est person, I know. They have got
the lion's share because you want
to win them over for political rea-
sons

SHRI It. SATYANARAYAN RED-
DY (Andhra Pradesh): No that is
not cor set

SHRI |~ GOPALSAMY; 7w is my

opinion. I am also happy. But the

problem is, Tamil Nadu 1is neglect-
ed, totally fleeted by tbe Railway
Ministry.!  This is a  discriminatory
attitude, a  slap-motherly attiude of
of the Central Government.

Sir. because the tim, at my dis-

I will draw tlie
Railway  Minis-
burning problems of the
employees. First and . fore-
attention of  the
plight
Railways. Re-
recruitment  of  Khalasis,
certain  serious  anomalies.
would like to point
Minister. In the recruit-
Khalasis in  Perambur and
Rock workshops o, the Sou-
1983, about 500 in

very* short,

the Khalasis in the
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Rock out of the
to be given

selected lot are yet
appointment and  as
many of  them happen to be
sons of retired 1 serving railway
employees, their  non-recruitment  has
been  causing! great  disappointment
and mental agony among the parents.
The reason for such non-recruitment
of the selected persons is attributed
to the latest Railway Board letter
prescribing  ITI/CTI  qualifications  for
the post of Khalasis. The selection
was made in  1983. Therefore, I
would request the Minister that such
qualifications need not be insisted
upon for the recruitment drdered in
1983. 1 request the Railway Minister
to give appointment orders for the
abovementioned left-over people.

Sir, I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Railway Minister to the
plight of thousands of worke'rs who
have put in a number of years of
service in the Engineering  Depart-
ment on the Southern Railway and

who are still serving as CPC/RSP
Khalasis without being absorbed
against  regular  vacancies and  are
thus  denied the  statutory  benefits

applicable to -employees in regular
employment. In a number of cases,
such CPC/RSP  Khalasis have even
been terminated from service  with-
out  benefits. Therefore, I  demand
that such CPS/RSP Khalasis in the
Engineering  IDIepartment  should not
toe allowed to continue in their pre-
sent status and should be immediately
absorbed against regular vacancies.

To cite an instance, there are about

250 CPC  workers  serving  under
Inspector of Works, Southern Rail-
way, Madras Egmore in various capa-
cities as carpenters, Gangmen, Brick
Layefcs,  painters,. ~ Blacksmiths,  etc.

and have put in service ranging from
six to twenty years. But their ser-
vices are yet to be regularised. There-
fore, it is a very serious matter. I
request the Railway Minister to look;
into this problem so that these 250
people be immediately absorbed
against regular vacancies.

One more serious problem [ would
like to bring to the notice of the hon.
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Railway Minister in Golden Rock and
Tiruchi. In Golden Rock, 20 casual
labourers of RSP with about 7 years
of service have been 'retrenched from
service and are waiting reengagement
fo, the last so many years. At the
same  time, casual labourers  have
been engagied wunder IOW/B aboutl
8 months back which seems to be in
contravention of the Railway Board's
orders.  Therefore, 1 would request
the Railway Minister to look into this
problem and to issue orders for the
reengagement of these poor labourers,
these casual labourers, in the vacan-
cies said to be available in the same
sub-division.

Sir, T would like to draw the
attention of the Railway Minister to
one more problem of the railway
employees in Madras city. A section
of railway employees who are having:
their work places in Madras city but
who are residing in areas far off from
the city have submitted an appeal to
the hon. Minister of Railways in
March, 1984, requesting him to con-
sider their case for issue of residen-
tial card passes up to IOO kilometres
treating it as free zone and for a
further distance of 50 kilometres at
one-fourth of the public rate.

I have been informed that the Rail-
way Board has, in December 1976,

issued certain guidelines, which':
specified that the distance limitation
existed as on 14-12-1953 should not

be extended, while on the other hand
distance limitation in respect of
season ticket holders was exempted
with effect from Aptil, 1979 in terms
of Board's order in March 1979.
Besides, it is also seen that from
September 1980, the non-railway com-
muters were permitted to avail of th,
season ticket facility up to 150 kilo-
metres. It is very unfortunate because
when concessions a're availed of by
others, your Department people are
not given this facility. Therefore, it
is not fair on the part of the Railway
Administration not to extend  suih
generosity to its own  employees
who are not an exception to the pre-
vailing hardship and inconvenience
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so far as journey to and from work
place . is concerned.

Sir, before I conclude my speech, I
would like to draw the attention of
the hon. Railway Minister to another
serious  problem. The railways em-
ployees, particularly in Tamil Nadu,
particularly in Madurai Division, are
compelled to attend their Hindi
classes and they are compelled to pass
the Hindi examinations and then only
they will be given increment. I raised
the issue on the floor of this House
during the last year Budget discus-
sion. I received a letter from Mr.
Scindia saying that we have nothingl
to do with this. We are only imple-
menting the policy of the Govern-
ment. Sir, the point which I raised
on the floor of the House was thdt
that the assurances as given by
Pandit  Jawaharlal Nehru are  not
honoured. Those assurances are not

at all implemented. That was my
point. And what was the assurance
given by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru?

Nehru gave the assuVance that Eng-
lish shall also continue along with
Hindi as the official language of India
as long as non-Hindi speaking people
desire. So, an option was given to
the non-Hindi speaking people. That
iy why, I raised the issue on the floor
of the House. But some bureaucrats
prepared a draft and that draft has
been forwarded to me by the hon.
Minister.  Sir, you don't realije or
understand the disadvantages er the
hardships to which our own people
are  subjected  particularly in  the

non-Hindi  speaking areas and in
Tamil  Nadu. Therefore, are  you
going to honour the issuance?

(Interruptions) Mr. Kalpnath, have
you heard the name of Pandit Nehru?

s wwaTgTa (397 9aW)
T FIHAET REaw, TR i
fody #ir fexr w 9w w8 TnfAm
Fadl AT 2 1§ 48 FTE T 2AI
g f& 5% 43 397 F 09 7 I
FA o A 3 mEz f@r ¥ oA 6s

= e

FIE F GEAT TR & AT MIA

TP ST 16 WFT ¥ AFTE & FHNY
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[+t wewia 1y
W om wOw fgr g 0 gEA At
gar few 8 1 e ol 1 %ac
forar & AT RAIT F1 B o fral & 5
# T WA A F IS AMHCE |

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: I have to
put on the earphones.

o FEUAIg Ty F AORT GnEny
FRAAT § wiwA w1 1 feat HIT A
fru rn'q’v‘-l Til 'Tl q"‘l e ‘:1' ﬁ?
SR R i (T T 3 HATAR
¥ fzar & Wiz foed fm ST
qIT TAET R AGE ww fame @

H, has favoured non-tlmcu spea-k-ing
people.
SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Mr. Kalp-

nath Rai does mnot understand any-
thing. "When you get a chance, you

speak. You would not understand!
our hardships, you would not wunder-
stand our difficulties. ~That is the

problem with you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
M. P. KAUSHIK): Don't address him.
Address the Chair.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: He has not

read even the Budget papers. That
is why he is blabbering something.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
M. P. KAUSHIK): He 1i; also right
and you are also right.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: This is the
forum where we have to express our

own difficulties. That is why I  draw?*
the attention of the Minister.
SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:

They are ¢ both 'right. But both are

pulling my ears.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY:
I  would request the hon. Railway;
Minister to give instructions to his
own Department people not to impose
this type of thing, particularly in
Tamil Nadu. If you thrust more, we
will oppose and you cannot achieve
your goal. If you want to encourage
unity, this is not the way. Putting
the people in the non-Hindi areas to
hardships and sufferings will not yield
the  results. Compulsion will not

Therefore,
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yield the results. If you compel more,
then you will be sowing the seeds of
disintegration. ~ That means, you are

sowing the seeds of disintegration.
This is the forum where I have to
express our own agony and anguish

because we have received lots of com-
plaints from the employees and I
have already  forwarded the com-
plaints to you. I have received a
letter from you. And in that letter,
you have justified what action your
Department  has taken. Mr.  Scindia
has written a letter in which he has
justified the action. That is why 1
am telling this thing this time.

SHRI MADHAVRAO
There is no compulsion.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: You try to
change you'r attitude. You have for-
warded that letter which was drafted
by some bureaucrats.

AN HON. MEMBER: He says that
there is no compulsion.

SCINDIA:

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; But the
compulsion is there. 1 have proved
it. 1 have sent the letter already.

Alongwith thg circular, 1 have sent
the letter. 1 have already proved @it.

Therefore, 1 request the hon. Minister
to allot more funds for Karur-Dindi-
gul and MRTS and thus render
justice to Tamil Nadu.

SHRI KALPNATH RAIL: You should
love Hindi. (Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
M. P. KAUSHIK): Now Shri Chan-
drika Prasad Tripathi.

ofy wfmer s fwrsy  (wsw
92W) : REGTL ITTHECE FY, RAAT

ﬁn’aﬁwmamf‘mﬂ?m-
86-87 Seae famr 2 & sawr gwdqw
wﬁ.ﬁifwmmi"u“rrmw
Fodn FT @ g fv oang 1950 #
T W iﬁwmnaﬁﬁ o1 gqTa
ft ¥ ® &, fetwr w3 gaTe A
mwmr%nwa.nmw
ard & Forel st & ogdr 3o # ar-
amt &t g ) fwt o ¥ fak wy
fade 2ot #gr o & oF @ qar
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78w ar, @w wil # gAEeT ¥
Hiww wew fgdrg AR 0w o e
# 4-4 T 6-6 TEI ¥ TTEAT
& iy 2 1 9@ faaar qeE w@EE
gt i w feam s ar o -
#41 H§0 a7 HqT 12-12, 13-13%F
w1 yeh wdr 4 faw ue q3wT
gAAT A’ gyar 41 HiEw Wi
ufy faqm ¥ fao g 9o ad 7
eqT FT AR, 7 b

& afew 3@ Fwa amy
aﬂ’r Sreek ot A W g
2, B9 WE WA W WOW A @i
aryE )

T 4T
a1 Fp T
W E

i # gare fpar may, qErE AW
5iqeqT F1 T | 4 HAT A 4.

a8 ) fa aw & fAw 1w Aa an
sara fyar wr fs & 98 @9 2,
agt w.fedt wEr qwsae @ i g
AT STEEAT TN AN, GAT G AT
aerg #r W osnA fagr Ao

AW & G=Tar AT,
alqardt won zgﬁ: qa & f5 el
¥t g o wd wan v Gdy O
WA AN T T sgARATHT F WO
wi® @AY TS BT WITR A
w§ ¥ 5 owma Faw dwr, W ogaa-
fmm;m T 91, A AR A

oA wiwfat & faw 93 Tz
# 20 whama wﬁmm w1 gEH
R R A7A T AMA A 1 Glaar
Fr uFTAT ¥12 AhwA Wiﬁlﬁ'ﬂ
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femr g f& sAmr wmRw 37 g9
fwar g o
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it sy o w0 4 ok g,
W1 wug qrm at & fear W faer
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& wiak fdzw o wgEr £
T T AR & 999 H- - AT
Wi Wz gnq @4 wAd § g,
Fi'ﬁﬁ' T AW AUAT FA Hewd { |
; 1 T
wifed o% T-‘-inr w5 am"r 3-

ar

Zw it wgd &, Wi A wEa £ fr
fareras agman wrar g, § & sz g o
foomr wd &Y o7, ww W g #
T F40 UF GVNF ¢ WA B2 §a
% wrEw faar e £a 0 Swqr 2,
10-25-50 1 100 fR&HET s
g, = go 8 o 5@ s
£ 0 W o sl o,
Wt Wt weaT wga &, et W o
=1gd & fe ste-sere @ T S Wi
AT AR EWG T A, A 0w
%, g BEY
1 TeewT wifEar
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T e WA W weer fawm @,
WM WIEr WA, wAA 7T WisAT 99,
W W T F, weAEl § g 7l
statfas aTA Wi, FF AT STl
S, At wrafas @ fr e fao dan
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O ST THAT qEATE awe Al HIE-HTS
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Hrrdt A, wdr TmT W 9
@ &, 70 W 9 v fogmm & B
T AFGEAT & WATE 9C, FEH AT
w7 9T R AT g o7 & fr fory
qritz it % wraear, faad foar-
drz7 ¥ gf 8, Afyw wg Fmw A
mrrﬁaurf«mnmg’fm
@12 2, wmEr o faer 8@
FAT ST AN EY, A AT H ST
mmrﬁ?

wer gEer i o FeAs & Fear
A A A A0Sl S 0
IR F ZIAr, AT WA e S A
WA GA W A FEL, AT’ oA
At &t & w d frdaw A g s
oA F oy ufegr w1 osf7 dEr
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®TATH ETATE )\ WG g W A
gar s fa Faw gare wAMATEA A
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waré waw wie gew & fyogane et
A @ E oA A ow @
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FAR WA F T T AT 9T !
at el Ao A7 o qfer I | g
AT F TATE FAT q0ied & a9 o

q% i 07 Twd F wetast w7 o
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WETT FE AT HIAFT FIH1 TIATE | T
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LG S A o B T L
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S ar gara @A gaer faoAg
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# gaaar g fa 72 727 Arqard @I )|
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FATE | o7 TEAT Sqfw F04,
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51 C et WWHG’W&UW'}
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AT G- SgE q gl
TR G & A gy & ATy 3o
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¥ 1 zgfad ol
o e gm& s Az WY & swoEw
T & 7T § A wdawiw f-afe
m-a'rtwaﬁr?rgzrafnamqga%r
#1 Aga wear qun WA ¥, A i
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agt & faadt r &, fozarer o1 2, aoeay
o1 8, T aeg & af fodr saw araz
gr g § v ¥ faselt md & fay
Ty uw agr ey gfar o et &
@it &t faa sor |

wira, diftg aaqi & @y g
AT i wrafwdt a7 faqr E5q s
w97 4z 91 a9z 9637 faar 2, foaw
gt ; @t &y grom 4t fa adwe
EFAY &7 WU FT WA WA F I F
ST GATAILTAT 7 AT v @av A
of, IAFT wraw  Har o] faur g
W A gAreT waw faaar awg
AATIT A1 | 1985~86 AT, IF 75y
H AT aRwT WA FHAA0 q9rf § wiw
Frrfamrg & fn 1986-87 @1 o
ST Wr9W wEF awrar #3999 s
qFFT ET W17 FEAar qran it e
frmar ot §maardT & o ¥ AT @
§, agaaer @I IE U SWEHT
W g F wraaad o #7199 gag @
nfimma wwar § fa s adEt ar
T AT ZA AITATT AG ATAF

s W, SEAYT & AWl F, A
Fae ST & @i 11 76w arang
F foreff & eyt & ag aft Wi &
f Srewr agt @ a9T a9 TArar
sird wYT T gfar S 9 faw &
fort o wios wfe gwr qar Wi,
gaar feaas &< g0 & arawy wfegfe
quraT ST B IH AW AT WAHNRA
T §, HHAH H@AT E

SHRI R. MOHANRANGAM (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, really,
I am very glad that our young Minis-
ter of State for Railways along with
ways along with his senior Minister
has brought in a very fine, surplus,
Budget. But at the same time, I am
unhappy that sufficient funds have
notbeen  allotted for the southern
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part of the country. But this is not
a  parrot-like talk. Whenever  we
speak on the Railway Budget or any
other discuissiom, we usually speak
about the southern part as well as
the northern part. But as far as the
Railway Budget is concerned, this is
the eighth time [ am speaking. On
the last seven occasions, I have men-
tioned so many things which I am
going to repeat now. My friend, Mr.
Gopalsamy, has very cleverly narra-
ted about the Hindi circular and
about the new schemes which are to
be implemented in the southern part
of the country.

As 1 said in th© beginning, 1 am
unhappy  that sufficient amount has
not been allocated as far as the
southerly  pantt is concerned. Now,
Sir, as you know, Madras is a very
important city of our country. It can
be called the Gateway of South India.
The population of Madras city is 65
lakhs. When 1 started speaking about
Madras city seven years before, the
population of Madras was only 40
lakhs. Today, it is 65 lakhs. The
geographical  division of Madras city
is such that it is divided into two
equal parts the north and the south.

A substantial part of the population
ic living in the suburban area, the
Guindy-Tambaram area. Now, our

hen. Minister, Mr. Chidambaram, is
h«re. He will have the full statistics
about Madras city. In fact, to a
certain extent, he will be knowing
better than me about Madras city
because he is a resident of Madras
cityy I am a person who comes from
the suburban part of Madras city. As
I said, Madras is divided equally into
two  parts. People from one pa'rt
have necessarily got to cross the
railway track when they go to the
other side. It is divided into two
parts equally. On the one side, the
number is about 30-35 lakhs and on
the other side, it is about 30 lakhs.
The people have necessarily to cross
the railway track to go to theft
offices, colleges and so on. There
are a numbe, of railway gates on the
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track. As [ said three or four years
ago, a women who was in an advan-
ced stage of pregnancy was forced to
deliver the child in the motor car.
This is the situation in Madras city
today. When this is the situation, I
do not know why they have allocated
only Rs. 4 crores for the mass rapid
transport system. We want to have
a track from Madras city to Luz. So
far, they have been able to implement
only one-sixth of the total target. So
far, a sum of Rs. Seven crores has
been spent. In this year's Budget,
they have provided only Rs. 4 crores

for the implementtation of the mass
rapid  transport  system. My  Chief
Minister wrote a letter to
the Minister for Transport.
4-00 p M I hope Mr Scindia may
have noticed it. In this

letter we have said that we
needed Rs. 23 crores for the imple-
mentation of the entire scheme. They
assured us that we would be getting
50 per cent- of this but in this 'budget
we have been given only Rs- 4 crores.
I do not know what exactly they are
trying to do. With the allotment of
his meagre amount of Rs. Four or
Five crores per year it will become
a ten-year plan and not a two-year
plan. By the time it is completed in
1996, the population of Madras city
will be reaching one crore. Not only
that, we will have to think of new
schemes. This is a very good scheme
but it is badly treated. It is an
excellent scheme but proper allot-
ment of fund, is not made. Unless
and until they allot more than 15 to
20 crores of rupees, I do not think
the scheme will be successful. We
have to look o the total influx of
population. And  therefore, 1  would
like to request the hon. Minister to
take some effective steps in  this
regard. I would request the Minister
of Transport to allot more funds o'r
give special grant for effective imple-
mentation of the scheme.

Then, the father of the
Dindigul scheme, Shri K. T. Kosalram

Karur-

has since died. No railway budget
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was passed without the interference
of Shri Kosalram who used to come
from that particular area. Dindigul
is a very famous area. Our young
Minister! Mr. Chilambaram is here,
he belongs to Madras city, but when-
ever he contested elecition he used
to stand from southrn part of the
area. He is well aware of the fact
that Karur-Dindigul scheme is com-
pletely neglected for the past 10
years. Even the amount allotted for
this scheme is not so big. It is very
meagre and with that amount 1 do
not think Krur-Dindigul scheme will
be implemented in time. So, suffi-
cient amount has to be allotted for
this purpose.

There are 23 bridges from the
heart of Madras city to Tambaram.
Even though, as 1 said, Madras city
is only up to Guindy, now it has been
officially or practically extended up
to Tambaram. More than 95 lakhs
of people are staying in Madras city
as well as in its suburban areas. They
are completely dependent wupon jobs,
schools, colleges and everything in
Madras city. Until and wunless we
have three to four underground or
over bridges especially at Pazhavan-
thangal, Guindy and Chromepet you
cannot expect proper transportation
for all these people coming from that
side of the railway track to this side
of the railway track. So, that is an
important matter for you to consider.

Fourthly, there 1is the question of
Arakonam-Katpadi and Jolarpet-Kat-
nadi lines. These are the small lines
I hope our friend will look into these
things. What about your wasteland,
worth about Rs. 8 to 9 crores in Mad-
Tas city? This question was raised by
me two months back. Nearly 180
acre- of wasteland is available in
Madras and suburban area. It 5s worth
more than Rs. 8 to 9 crores. All these

places are  occupied by  antisocial
elements and you can find
unaut.hoiised construction there.

Whe I brougbht this
matter to the notice of the hon. Min-
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ister, he said that he will take neees-
sary steps t, check all these persons.
But till today I find BO many per-
sons are constructing small hut, very
near to the railway line. Within a
month they do the fencing and they
sell these huts to each other. I do
not know how they sell these huts to
other person® when the property be-
longs to the railways. These railway
persons do not feel concerned about
it. When they see wunnecessary con.
structions coming up on the railway
property, they just keep quite al-
though they travel from Madras to
Beach, to Tambaram daily. 1 have
already intimated about this to the
Railway  Minister. Only after these
persons are removed from there we
can have broad gauge railway line.
A time will come; I warn the Railway
Minister through you, Sir. when these
anti-social elements who are cons-
tructing huts now would claim com-
pensation. I '"had brought this mat-
ter to the notice of Shri Madhu Dan-
davate. Probably this is ‘'he first
time when I am telling you that they
are constructing huts on railway pro-
perty worth crores of rupees, from
Madras city to Chinglepet side. You
should consider this matter very se-
riously. That you have to consider.
Also from 1947 owards, even though
my State was continuously ruled by
the Congress Party till 1967 and after
1967 some other party and after 1972
by m, own party, [ personally feel
that not even a 'single meter gauge
line has been converted into broad
gauge. | do not know what -exactly
ig the reason for this decision about
not  converting meter gauge  into
broad gauge. When we asked the
same question in 1978, the answer
that was given by the then Minister
was that if we coverted meter gauge
into broad gauge, then we had to
change every thing, for which we
had to go for wagon., and wagons
wtere not available. I hope the same
answer I will not receive from our
Minis-r  now  because he  knows
something of exactly what they have
to do for converting the meter gauge
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into broad gauge. I hope that he
will take neeessary steps to  convert
«

These are small things minor
things as far as my State is concern-
ed. T am not asking for gigantic in-
dustries, I am not asking you to start
the Integral Coach Factory there,
which  was already refused. After
all, these are small things and I hope
the Minister will take responsibility
for these and give some allocations
for the MRT system as well as the
Karur-Dindigul lin, and also for the
other small items, especially the con-
struction of underground bridges.

Before 1 conclude, I would like to
intimate one particular  thing.  There
is a place in the heart of the city of
Madras, called Saidpet. They have a
very big bridge there. They them-
selves have erected a bridge there.
The people of that area said; "No,
e no, we do not want this. We cannot
climb hundred feet and go down
hundred feet". So they have comp-
letely demolished and removed  that
and placed it in my place called Pal-
liathangal. Now in my area people
are of my size. When people who
are GO lean and thin like our Minister
are not able to climb the Stairs how
do you expect people like me to climb
up and go down the stairs? And one
thing more. They have  sanctioned
an  underground  bridge  there  but
afterwards they have changed from
that place to another place. I have
raised, an objection. Again they
have changed it. For the past one
year, even though a provisional am-
ount for the construction of an under-
ground bridge has been given, noth-
ing is done, i do not know exact!"
at whet stage the matter stands. If
the hon. Minister does not know thf
spelling of that place, mv friend
Mr. Chidambaram can definite"v tell
h?m the correct spelling because it is
a Tamil word and T do not expect our
Minister to know all the Tamil words-
I hope and expect that the bridge
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will be constructed there. There are
very small things and 1 hope every
thing will be implemented within a
year. If it is not implemented, next
year 1 will definitely again talk about
these  things. Hoping  that  every
thing will be implemented, I con-
clude my speech. Thank you very
much.

SHRI SUBAS MOHANTY (Orissa):
Sir, I must thank you for giving me
the opportunity to take part in ihe
Railway Budget discussion.

fThe Vice-Chairman (Shri  Santosh
Kumar Sahu) in the Chair.]

It is an admitted fact that over the
years, Railways hav, played a major
role in the socio-economic growth of
the country. That is why the pre-
sent Budget, in which efforts are
sincerely being made to lessen the
burden on economically weaker peo-
ple of the country who mostly de-
pend on Railways as an inexpensive
means of inland transport, is most
welcome.  While  taxing the  upper
class, the Minister has been consid-
erate  enough to spare the second
class passengers and commuters who
from the major portion of the travel-
ling public. And the wise decision
of not increasing the freight charges
could avoid the possible rise in prices
of transported goods which otherwise
would have affected the entire eco-
nomy as a whole.

Sir, it is a general practice to cri-
ticise any amount of increase in pas-
senger fares without considering the
other aspects of such a step. To dis-
charge its social responsibilities effec-
tively, as a public utility system. Ra-
ilways have to generate resources
within. To meet th, growing de-
mands of the people and to meet the
challenges of the coming years. we
have to tolerate the marginal rise in
fare. But, at the same time, we
should also demand and exoec* gre-
ater efficiency of the Indian Rail-
ways.
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Sir, I am happy to note that the
railway  production units have  been
geared up io their capacity ar.d some
have even exceeded the target itself.
The performance of the current year
raises hope for the future. But tnere

are certain points which
been given more attention.

should have <

So far as the electrification of rail-
way track 1i; concerned, [ think the
Government should have gone in a
big way as it happens to he cheaper

than diesel and coal. In the matter
of track renewal, th, target fixed hy
the Government is much less in com-

parison to the total
which needs to be replaced. As the
old track which needs immediate
replacement happens to be .one of the
causes of railway accidents, stress
should have been given on this track
renewal.

length of track

The amenities to the passengers as
mentioned in the budget are yet to
be enjoyed by common passengers.
The standard, though not deteriorat-
ing, has been maintained somehow.
Considering the fare hike, ihe Gov-
ernment should pay more attention
to th, passenger amenities also.

Besides, attention should also he
given to the safety measures in order
to avoid railway accidents. The dec-
rease in the number of accidents
should not make one complacent. The
number of accidents might have de-
creased, th, casualtics may be less
in number, but why should we not
try to ensure a safe journey on the
Indian railways? Therefore, it should
be of great priority for the railways
to minimize the role of human ele-
ment by greater mechanization and
provision of safety devices.

Sir, the honourable Minister, in in-
vestment planning has laid stress on
acquisition of new wagons to en-
hance the carrying capacity. Besides,
he has rightiy concentrated on new
lines, railway electrification, survey
and pro&uction units, etc. In this-
context I would like to invite the
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attention of th, honourable
to certain vital problems of m, State,
Orissa. Sir, we ar, ashamed to look
at tme position of Orissa in the rail.
way map of India. With vast reso-
urces in that State the railways could
have provided the necessary infras-
tructure for the healthy economic de-
velopment and industrialization of the
state. But due  consideration  has
not been given over the years for
which we are lagging behind. There-
fore; I request the 'Honourable Minis-
ter to look into the following urgent
needs of the people of my State.

Minister

Construction  of  the  Takher.Samb-

alpur rail links is a sanctioned pro-
ject. The budget provision for the
current year is much less than the
required amount. Since it is a long-
standing demand and since it wiH be
the only link to connect western Or-

issa with coastal
to  provide
funds  for

project.

Orissa,
substantial
early

I request him
amount  of
completion of the

Same is the case with the railway
division at Sambalpur, the foundation
stone of which was laid by the Prime
Minister, Rajivji. But it is yet to
come into existence.

The Jakhpura-Banspari rail link
which was sanctioned a decade ago
is yet to complete its second phase
from Daityari to Keonjhar Garb! No
adequate budget provision has been
made though Vae State Government
has  constantly been  pursuing the
matter with the Railway Minister.
Sir, it is really surprising to note that

for the projects and proposals relat-
ing to Orissa State exclusively, na-
mely, (a) Talcher-Sambalpur rail

link, (b) Koraput-Rayagona rail link,
(c) Jakhapura-Banspanirail link,
(d) Mancheswar  Railway = Workshop
and (e) Sambalpur Division, they are
having their headquarters at Waltair,
Bilaspur and Calcutta. 1 do not un-
derstand how effectively and efficien-
tiy these projects can be managed b?
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[Shri Subas Mohanty]
officers residing more than 500 km.
away. Unless these officers are shif.
ted and transferred to Orissa, there
will be no sense of direct involvement
in the projects.

Sir, regarding survey of new lines,
I request the hon. Minister to undei'
take  Malkangiri-Jeypore and  Bona-
garh-Raipur  for which  detail have
been given by the State Government.
I hope- the 'hon. Minister will give
due consideration to all these de-
mands of Orissa.

Before 1 conclude, I once again
welcome the Railway Budget.

Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANTOSH KUMAR  SAHU): Dr.
Shanti Patel, Shri Hukmdeo Narayan
Yadav, Shri Kailash Pati  Mishra,
Shri  Kaiyanasundaram,  Shri ~ Satya
Prakash Malaviya not here.

SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MOHUN.

TA (Haryana): Sir, Mr. Satya Pra-
kash Malaviya is to apeak on the 10th.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

SANTOSH KUMAR SAHU): Mr.
Satya Prakash Malaviya will speak
on th* 10th. Mr. Dhusia.
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re. serious threat posed to of Nicaragua by certain
Hostile powers
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[t cowarafa i gq 1] W
g 4 o UFo fiwet g SHORT  DURATION  DISCUSSION
T €|gq- q’g&qﬁ'%%qﬁr 20TTIT Serious Threat posed to Freedom and
ST FerFAT 3 ‘ﬁ“iﬁ_{ TF urr & Sovereignty of Nicaragua by certain
AT TGS qF 2 7 & HT. & Hostile Powers
T 9 E ) g ¥ 7 dEw g fF e SHRi DIPEN GHOSH  (West Ben-
arfeat % A% faug 9 39 gf- gal):  Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, at
forifes a5 E a1 :-]'-5':1 EE a'- \ the outset and before 1 raise a discus-

sion on the serious threat posed tc the
freedom and sovereignty of Nicara-

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now there is a gua by th, US imperialists, 1 must
short duration discussion. If the hon. congratulate  through  you, the Chair,
Member is going to conclude within man and also the leader of the ruling
one or two minutes it is all right. party for having agreed to allow me
Otherwise you can continue your to raise this discussion in this august
speech tomorrow. body because, Sir; when we ar. in

session, when the Indian Parliament
is in session, from yesterday the US

i fast 7 faselt o< AT g‘f Congress has started its session and
T‘

T giﬁraﬁﬁ' Th‘rﬁ' g9 T q9g ¥ there is a motion before tne US cong-
"TE' g A “ﬁﬁ—{r 1 ey ress brought by the Reagan adminis-
T @_ i % Eqﬁﬁ'r{ TEl 9% tration, seeking sanction of 100 mil-

< ~ 7 3 o . lion dollars for aiding the counter-

TAET g.ik” s | & Sl ' revolutionary  forces under the name
/T & AM ‘f"f’-ﬁ CEANREAN "Contras" based in Honduras and
Casta Rica to destabilise the entire

— o aTeT political ~ situation, the economic situ-

Td FAEE | farereft of ation, of Nicaragua and also to threa-

ar o B Cr i ) S II.E[ ten the sovereignty and freedom, of
A HrEwmT a'a.?rr e E AR the Nicaragua” people.
firdt wr s T e T W




