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[Shri Rajiv Gandhi]
discussions with President Castro on issues of
bilateral and international interest were most
useful. President Castro has heroically guided
his people along the path of national
reconstruction. We were deeply impressed
with the visible progress Cuba has achieved
under his leadership. I accepted on behalf of
my mother, the Jose Marti Award,
posthumously bestowed on her by the
Government of Cuba as a tribute to her
stature as a world leader. I was deeply moved
by the mass send off that I was given by the
population of Havana.

A visit to the Netherlands by an Indian
Prime Minister was overdue. Our relations are
close and cordial. 1 had very useful talks with
Prime Minister Lubbers. We appreciate
Netherlands' very positive stand towards the
developing countries and  North-South
dialogue.

? paid a brief visit to the USSR on the
return journey to Delhi. I had an extensive
and very useful exchange of views with
General Secretary Gorbachev which, carried
forward the discussion that I had held during
my visit there in may this year. We are in
continual touch on matters of common
interest.

My visit to Oman was in response to a
personal and cordial invitation from His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos. From early times
India and Oman have had friendly contacts in
the fields of- commerce and culture. There are
about a quarter of a million Indian nationals
working in Oman in different sectors of the
economy. There are promising possibilities of
further expansion of our relations with Oman.

Tonight [ shall be leaving for wvisits
to Vietnam and Japan. Our relations with
both these countries are close. I am con-
it that these visits will be as fruitful

as those which 1 have undertaken so far.

REFERENCE TO ALLEGED INCREA-
SE IN THE PRICES OF BUS AND
TRUCK TYRES

MR. CHAIRMAN: We resume special
mentions. Yes, Smt. Tla Bhattacharya.
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SHRIMATI ILA BHATTACHARYA
(Tripura): Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1 rise here
to focus attention on one matter, namely,
the continued and irrational rise in the
prices of bus and truck tyres which is
because of their short supply in the mar
ket. *

Sir, a serious situation has arisen in the
country, wherein, the tyre manufactures are
manipulating the supply of commodities and
creating artificial scarcity of tyres in the
market, thus forcing the Government to
increase the price at least two times in the
past eighteen months. Even then, truckjbus
tyres are selling at the rate of Rs. 1600 extra
per tyre over and above the price fixed by the
Government. {Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: I would request hon.
Members 10 he chivalrous and not disturb the
lady Member,

SHRIMATI ILA BHATTACHARYA: Sir,
the Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices was
asked to conduct a study of the price increase.
A decision on the said study is still to be
taken. Meanwhile, the consumers are being
fleeced at the rate of Rs. 1600 extra per tyre.
In the absence of a clear-cut Government
decision, the ivrc manufacturers are creating
artificial scarcity of truck|bus tyres in the
market by short supply of tyres in the open
market.

[The Deputy Chairman in the Chair]

Another method which is being resorted to
by the manufacturers is the low capacity
utilisation of their plants despite demand in
the market. Most of the tyre manufacturing
units are being mismanaged and in the
absence of any competition, these
manufacturers have a tendency to diversify
their activities at the cost of the industry. The
time has come for the Government to deal
with these manufacturers who have taken the
Government for gran” ted. The Government
should nationalise the industry so that the*
consumers are not taken for a ride any more
and the tndutry is saved. (Inrerruptions)

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I would
request the hon. Members not to disturb
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the proceedings. If they like, t hey can go out
and talk,

SHRIMATIILA BHATTACHARYA:
A large number of workers are employed in
this industry. I would, therefore, urge upon
the Government to consider the proposal oi'
nationalisation of all The tyre manufacturing
industries soon. I would also request the hon.
Minister of Industry to make ;i statement in
the House on this matter.

REFERENCE TO DEMAND OF
STATEHOOD FOR DELHI
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REFERENCE TO LEAKAGE OF
POISONOUS GAS IN NOIDA

sft mifs st (A7 9Em)
HEEAT, 21 AL A7 wfF ¥ A
G AN AT FE@Er 7 Rt W
% fort & ot goer 262 w7 wwe
o T OF A W 20 aoimET W\
T OTAs ¥ T g9 W UF
ATZHT AT TET HIT a0 =i o
aafe @ fwwe g | #E,

I ?f%'fﬁl I'W ﬁrrrf* Tfr U

3 erf-n §7 a7 oA
# T E A A 4T AT B
aifd g5 %1 9Ew, ux 9@ A,

AW 09 FE § m—“r 207 FT HTEHT
1 HAiFie fan 4T | R ATAN s
TAT WEHD H1Z W 4 U g
Frarfear &
Rz g1 W 91 4 77 aAF
FAT qgar g ¢ oz =EAar



