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are provided to farmers for use of high yielding varieties of seeds,
application of integrated pest management, propagation of scientific
watecr management including micro irrigation and improved farm
implements. In addition field demonstration on farmers holding
including training of farmers and farm labourers are organised for

cffective transfer of technology.
Declining prices of Coconut

2017. SHRI A. VIIAYA RAGHAVAN:
SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN:
SHRI K.C. KONDAJAH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have taken any measures to arrest
decline in prices of coconut and its products;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) furnish the details of copra prices from 1995-96 to
2000-2001;

(d) what are the steps taken by this Government to assist the
coconut farmcrs to come out of economic losses arising from this

fall in prices;

(e) whether Government have imported coconuts from Colombo
and Phillipines; and

(f) whether Government would reconsider the policy of
importing edible oils so as to protect the interest of coconut
farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
- AGRICULTURE (SHRI S.B.P.B.K. SATYANARAYANA RAO):
(a) and (b) To protect the interest of the copra growers, the
National Agriculture Co-operative Marketing Federation of India

Ltd. (NAFED) undertook price support operation of copra and as
on 07.08.2000 purchased a total quantity of 77329 tonnes of milling

copra in the copra growing States. Further purchases are continuing.

(¢) The month-end wholesale prices of copra are given in the
Statement enclosed. (See below).

40



{11} August, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

(d) The following steps have been taken by the Government to
assist the coconut farmers:

(1) The Minimum Support Price (MSP) for copra have been
raised as under:

(Rs./Quintal)
Commodity 1995 2000
Copra Milling 2500 3250

Copra Ball 2725 3500
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(ii) NAFED continues to act as a central nodal agency for
undertaking price support operation of copra.

(iii) copra has been treated as an oil seed.

(iv) Under the present EXIM Policy, copra is in restricted list
and attracts a basic import duty of 35% Coconut oil is canalized
through State Trading Corporation (STC) and Hindustan Vegetable
Oils Corporation (HVOC).

(v) Coconut oil has been recogmsed as an edible oil. The
standards of quality have been laid down under PFA and Rules
therecunder and Coconut oil has been allowed to be used in the

manufacture of vanaspati.

(¢) There have been no imports of coconut from Colombo and
Phillipines during the years 1998-99 and 1999-2000 (upto May, 2000).

(f) In a span of six months the Government has already raised
the duty on edible oils twice—first upward revision on 30th
December, 1999 and the second upward revision on 12th June, 2000.
The duty on Crude edible oil, now is 27.5% (basic + surcharge)
while duty on refined oil is 44.04% (basic + surcharge + SAD). For
other oils not specified for example, coconut oil, the total duty is
50.8% (basic + SAD).
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