133 Written Answers

Indian Council of Agricultural Research
have been requested to intensify their
research programme in respect of sugar-

cane.

Fertiliser shortage

2601. SHRI KALPNATH RAI: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
te:

(a) whether the fertiliser industry is
able to meet the needs of the consumers
ia fee country;

(b) what is the estimated shortge, if any;

(c) what steps are being taken to meet the
shortage; and

(d) what (teps are being taken to increase
the production of fertilize” in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND CO-OPERATION (SHRI
(YOGENDRA MAKWANA): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) and (c) The gap between the
requirements and indigenou, availability B
adequately covered through imports.

(d) A major programme has been taken on
hand for augmentation of fertilizer production
capacity in the public, private and cooperative
sectors. With the implementation of thig
programme, the installed capacity for

production of fertilizers would increase from
the present level of 5.9 million Tonnes of

Nitroge* and 1.57 million Tonnes of P.O. to
about 9.5 Milllion Tonnes of Nitrogen and 2.9

Million Tonnes of P|O s by end of Seventh

Plan (1989-90).
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to Questions 134.
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