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THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI JANARDHAN POOJARI):
No reasonable estimate of the quan-
tum of synthetic fabrics smuggled
into the country is feasible as smug-
gling, being a clandestine activity,
does not by its very nature lend it-
self to any quantification, However,
reports received and gselizures made
indicate that synthetic fabrics conti-
nue to be sensitive to smuggling,

The drive against smuggling has
been intensified. The preventive and
intelligence machinery of the Customs
Department remain vigilant against
dmuggling activities in general and
commoditiegs including synthetic fab-
rics, sensitive to smuggling. The
frends and seizures made are kept
under constant review for taking ap-
propriate remedial measures in close
co-drdination with the wconcerned
Central and State Government
authorities, as warranted,

Strengthening of Inspectorates of Ex-
plosives and Factories

1031. SHRI MURLIDHAR CHAND-
RAKANT BHANDARE: Will the Mi-
nister of LABOUR be pleased to state
what steps are being taken to gtreng-
then the Inspectorates of Explosives
and Factories to ensvre the safety of
workers ard members of the public?

THE MINISTER OQF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI
T. ANJATAH): In sc far as Factory
Inspectovates are concerned, the State
Governments have becn advised to
increase the strength of factory ins-
pectors so that every State has got
one Inspecter for 150 factories, They
have alsn been told {0 have adequate
number of gpecialised Inspectors, na-
mely, Chemical Inspectors, Medical
Inspectors and the Iike so that the
provisions of the Factories Act are
effectively enforced. Information in
Tespect of the Inspectorate of Explo-
fives is being collected.
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Generation of black money by Sugar
mdustry

1092. SHRIMATI RATAN KUMARI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state;

(a) whethey the Indian Sugar Mills
Assoclation has brought out g booklet
to refute the conclusions contained in
ihe report on black money prepared
by the National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy regarding genera-
tian of black inCome in the gugar in-
dustry;

{b) if so, what are the details in
ihis regard; and

(¢) what i1s the reaction of Govern-
mecnt  theretu?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
JANARDHAN POOJARI): (a) Yeos,
Madam,

(b) and (c¢) The points raised in
the said booklet will he kept in view
while framing the long term fiscal
policy.
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Performance of Steel Industry

1094. SHRI O. J, JOSEPH: Will the
Minister of STEEL AND MINES ho
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
performance of the gteel industry in
the country is wnot satisfactory;

(b) if 50, what zre the
therefor; and

reasons

© (0) whatl remedial] measures have
been taken so far by Government to
save the vital and basic industry?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI K. C. PANT): (a) and
(b) There is scope for improvement
in the performance of the steel in-
dustry in the country. The predomi-
nant features of the integrated steel
plants in the country is their high
cost of produciion due to low capacity
utilisation, high eneigy consumption,
deterioration in the quality of raw
matcrials, inadequate power gupply
from public utilities, obsolete techno-
logy. ageing of equipment, high la-
bour component and the need to bring
about a change in the work culture in
the industry.

The installed capacity in the mini
steel sector 1s also under-ulilised: in
the lagt 2.3 years, the average capa-
city wtilisation of the working electrie
arc furnace units has been betwecn
65—175 per cent largely on account of
inadequate gavailability of power,

(¢) Schemes have peen drawn up
for better maintenance of public sec-
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tor steel plants, their modernisation
and for removal of boltlenecks. Efforts
are also being made to ensure cor-
dial industrial pelations and to incul-
cate a mew work culture in the steel
fraternity, The various schemes for
plant modernisation will help in pro-
viding better blending of raw mater-
ials, reduction in energy consumplion,
improved productivity and better ca-
pacity utilisation—all measures which
should enable the Indian gteel indus-
try to contain the rising costs of pro-
duction.

Steps continue to be taken to ensure
adequate gavailability of 'raw material
and power to the minj steel sector and
the re-rollers.

Hours of work for industrial workers
7

1095. SHRI O. J. JOSEPH: Will the
Minister of LABOUR be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is’ a fact that there
is no uniformity in the hours of
work for the industrial workers;

(b) if so, what are the details the-
reof; and

(¢) what stepg Government propose
to take to bring about uniformity in
the hourg of work for all industrial
workers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI T.
ANJAIAH): (2) to (¢) Hours of work
have been specified in the respective
labour laws concerning workers in
fac'ories, mines, plantations, transport
undertakings, shops and commercial
establishments, etc. The normal work-
ing, hours are 8 hours a day and 48
hours in a week.

Indian Labour Conference in Delhi

1096. SHRI CHATURANAN MISH-
RA: Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased {o state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian
Labour Conference has been called in



