129 Wiilten, Answers

(b) what is the number of T.V
stations opened during the last three
years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI V. N.
GADGIL): (a) A statement contain-
ing the norms observed in the matter
of setting up of TV Stationg is attach-
ed. -

(b) During the last three years
(effective from August 15, 1982), 154
new TV Centreg in the country were
coOmmissioned,

The criteria for setting up of 3 TV
transmitters include factors such as
extent of coverage to rural and urban
populatioh; service to backward re-
mote and sensilive border areas; cov-
erage of working class|industrial popu-
lation; availability of programme pro-
duction and programme linking facili-
ties and other infrastructure. The
needs of places of cultural, historical
and industrial ijmportance are also
taken 'into account. Efforts are also
made to give priority to areas which
are not yet covered by TV signals.
While choosing the site for a particul-
ar transmitter, the peculiarities of the
lacal terrain are also considered so as
to maximise the area that will be cov-
ered by the transmitter, This is fur-
ther subject to availability of resour-
ces and relative priorities.
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