Re. reported closure of
rubber mills in  Pondicheiry
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REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
CLOSURE OF RUBBER MILLS IN
PONDICHERRY FOR THE PAST
MORE THAN A YEAR CAUSING
HARDSHIP TO THE WORKERS

SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY (Nomina-
ted): Mr. Deputy Chairman the Anglo-
Textile Milly or the Rubber mills asitis
otherwise called with a labour strength of
8,000 worekrs stands closed for the past
15 months. It is the biggest imdustry
in Pondicherry and plays the role of the
breadwinner for at least 15,000 families.
In fact it serves as a guardian for the
lower middle class and the poorer sections
of the gsociety in and around Pondicherry
town, The closure of the mill has resulted
in driving out 15,000 families to the
streets. At least five or six deaths have
taken place because of poverty. The main
source of income having beem blocked, the
economy of the town hag been affected.

Sometime back the Lt. Governor anno-
unced the setting up of the Pondicherry
Textile Corporation to make the mills run.
But it is yet to come into existence and
the mill is yet to start work, In view of
the gravity of the situation and the
human problem involved, 1 may be per-
mitted to draw the attention of the Hon’
ble the Finance Minister to see to it that
a formula ig evolved to reopen the mills
and to set right things,




