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Supply of Pig Iron and Steel by SAIL

1744. SHRI PAWAN KUMAR
BANSAL:

SHRI ANAND SHARMA:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Steel Authority of India Ltd. has de-
cided to supply pig iron and steel at
the basic price only at the four
Centres of Bombay, Calcutta, Madras

and Dethi; and

(b) whether the withdrawal of the
system under which these commodi-
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ties were sold at uniform price all
over the country by equalisation of
freight, is not likely to affect the
small scale industries located at places
far from these four centres?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI N. K. P. SALVE):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) In its report to Government
(May 1980) the National Transport
Policy Committee (Pande Committee)
observed that the freight equalisation
has had little effect on generating
employment activity in backward
regions. It further observed that
freight equalisation in industrial com-
modities does not meet the desired
objective of dispersal of economie
activity, but can lead to non-optimal
location of industries and, therefore,
recommended that freight equalisation
should he phased out. This recom-
mendation was accepted in principle
by the Government. The modalities
and time phasing of the withdrawal
of this scheme in resvect of iron and
steel under whirch iron and steel is
supplied at wuniform fo.r. rail and
head nrices are being worked out in
consultation with Ministries/Depart-
ments concerned.
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Nuclear Fuel

1745. SHRT T. THANGABALU:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state:

(a) whether India has succeeded in
developing any nuclear fuel indigen-
ously for its fast breeder reactors; and

- (b) if so, by when the fuel is hke-
ly to be available?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC
ENERGY, SPACE. ELECTRONICS
AND OCEAN DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
SHIVRAJ V. PATIL): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The fuel will be available in
time for the commissioning of the
Fast Breeder Test Reactor in Decem-
ber, 1984,



