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(b) whether it is also a fact that some 
k»est machines are lying idle in Calcutta 
Mint; and 

(c) whether it is also a fact that the 
workers are against installing modern 
machines to Mint small coins? 

THE. DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JA- 
NARDHANA POOJARY)-, (a) to (c) 
The three Mints at Calcutta, Bombay and 
Hyderabad have been in existence for a 
long time. It is true that some of the 
machinery in the three Mints are old and 
require replacement. Higher productivity 
is possible with modern machinery. Steps 
have been taken already to install modern 
equipment in a phased manner. 

There are no reports of latest machines 
lying idle in Calcutta Mint. 

By and la'ge the industrial situation in 
the Mints is cordial and there is no resis- 
tance of the part of the workers to install 
modern machines for minting small coins. 

Agreement with USSR for the supply   of 
sophisticated defence equipment 

2136. PROF. B   RAMACHANDRA 
RAO: 

SHRI T   THANGABALU; 
Will  the  Minister of DEFENCE      be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have entered 
into any agreement with U.S^S.R. for the 
supply of sophisticated defence, equipment; 
and 

(b) if so, what are the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRi K. P. 
SINGH DEO); (a) and (b) As part of 
the continuing programme of modernisa- 
tion of our Armed Forces, agreements for 
import of various sophisticated weapons 
and equipments are concluded between 
India and USSR from time to time. Fur- 
ther, disclosure regarding details of the 
agreements signed will not be in the 
public interest. 

Construction of Calicut Airport 

2137. SHRI C. HARIDAS; Will tlie. 
Minister of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION  be pleased to  state-. 

(a) whelher the construction of Calicut 
Airport is progressing according to tha 
project report; 

(b) if not, what are the reasons there- 
for; and 

(c) what amount has been spent in this 
project so far? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRj KHURSHEED ALAM 
KHAN); (a) The time schedule, envis- 
aged completion of the project in four 
years from the date of commencement. 
The project is to be implemented in two 
phases comprising levelling and grading 
of the, site in the first phase and construc- 
tion of runway, pavements, terminal build- 
ing, etc. in the second phase. Work on 
the first phase was awarded on 15.3.1984, 
and the progress has so far been mor© 
or less on schedule. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) An expenditure of Rs. 170.69 lakhs 
has been incurred till March,  1984. 

Volume of air traffic between Imphal and 
Silchar and between Imphal and Gauhati 

2138. SHRI R. K. JAICHANDRA 
SlNGH; 

SHRI BUOY KRISHNA 
HANDIQUE; 

SHRI HUSEN DALWAI; 

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state: 

(a) what is the volume of air traffic 
between Imphal and Silchar, and Imphal 
and Gauhati during the last three years, 
year-wise and month-wise; and 

(b) what steps Government contemplate 
to ease the heavy air traffic between Im- 
phal and Silchar and Imphal and Gauhati? 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM 
KHAN); (a) The requisite information 
is incorporated ia the attached statement. 

(b) The capacity provided by the daily 
B-737 service between Imphal and Silchar 
and Imphal and Gauhati is considered ade- 
quate to meet the existing traffic demand. 
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