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New aircraft for Indian Airlines and
Ailr India

261. SHRI SUSHIL CHAND MO-
HUNTA: Will the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment propose to add some passen-
ger aircraft to the fleet of Indian
Airlines and Air India;

(b) if so, what are the details
thereof and the expenditure involved;
and

(¢) to what extent the existing capa-
city in the fleet is presently being
utilised by Air India and how does
the present capacity utilisation justify
buying more aircraft for the two
major airlines?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL
AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK GEH-
LOT): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Air India,
with the aprroval of the Government,
has signed an ‘“reement with M/s.
. Airbus Industries for the purchase of
6 Airbus A. 310-300 aircraft, at a
total estimated cost of Rs. 541.90 cro-
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res including a foreign exchange
component of Rs. 47898 crores, with
a delivery schedule from April, ‘86 to
December, 1986.

Indian Airlines have placeq a letter
of intent on M/s. Boeing Company for
the purchase of 12 Boeing-757 aircraft.
Government have, however, yet to
take a final decision on the purchase
of aircraft for Indian Airlines.

(c) The utilisation of the fleet of
Air India compares favourably with
that of other international operators.

Acquisition of more aircraft for the
two air corporations is necessary for
the purpose of replacing ageing air-
craft and for meeting the anticipated
growth in traffic.
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