125 Written Answers

(c) if mot, what are the reasons
threfor? , i

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THR
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECH.
NOLOGY AND IN THE DEPART-
MENTS OF OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENTS, ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE AND ELECTRONICS (SHRI
SHIVRAJ PATIL): (a) Yes, Sir. The

Advisory Committee for Space Scien-

ces (ADCOS) of Indian Space Re-
search Organisation, based on the in-
terest shown by the scientific commu-
nity, is studying and coordinating the
evolution of a programme for distri-
buting at nominal cost 1000 three inch
telescopey in  schools, colleges and
amateur astronomy clubs, ADCOS i3
closely working with Department - of
Science and Technology, the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics. etc. Some
protolypeg are being evaluated from
the view point of optimum telescope
design, ease of production, gte.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) Does mot arise,

Vessels chartered for Ocean
Development

285. SHRI M. BASAVARAJU:
| SHRI M. MADDANNA,

Will the PRIME MINISTER. be plea-
sed to state:

(a) what are the reasons for char-
tering ships from abroad to continue
with programmes relating 1o  ocean
develepment;

(b) the number of ships chartered
from abroad during the last three
years along with the names of the
countries gnd foreign exchgnge invol~
ved; and

(¢) by when Government iz likely
to become self-reliant in manufactur-
ing such vessels?

+ .
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECH.

NOLOGY AND IN THE DEPART-

MENTS OF OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENTS, ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE AND ELECTRONICS (SHRI
SHIVRAJ PATIL): (a) Because
of limited availability of ships and
urgency in carrying out work on deep
Sea nodules within a time bound pro-
gramme ships have been chartered
from abroad for survey and explora-
tion work in the Indian Ocean area;

(b) During the years 1982-83, 1983
84 and 1984-85, three ships were char-
tered, the details of which are given
below:

—

Name of ship Name of Foreign
- ' - the Exchange
countrv  involved

P

1. M\v.  Skand:
Surveyor charter -
endedin Jon.84 Norwav 215.

2. M.V, Farncila
charter ended in
Jun, 84 . UK. 169

3. M.V. GA REAY
charter from May
October, 1985. U.K. 100

(¢) Manufacture of gpecialised

oceanographic ships wil involve a
huge capital outlay and efforts are
being made by some of our existing
shipyards to enlarge their ship-build-
ing capabilities to build sophisticated
oceanographic vessels within the coun-
try in the near future.

. . Census of Wild Lions
286. SHRI M. BASAVARAJU:
SHRI M. MADDANNA:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) the total number of wild lions
in India, particularly in Gir Forests,
according to the census as conducted

-in March, 1985; and

(Rs. in lakhs)



