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RAJYA SABHA 
Thursday, the 2nd May, 1985112 Vai-sakha.   

1907    (Saka) 
The House met at eleven of the clock, Mr.  

Chairman in  the Chair. 

ORAL   ANSWERS  TO     QUESTIONS 
Visit  of  British  Prime  Minister     to 

India 
*41. SHRI     MUKHTIAR     SINGH 

MALIK:f 
SHRI F. M. KHAN; 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 3ritish 
Prime Minister visited India in  April,   1985;   
and 

(b) if so, what was the nature of 
discussions held and with what outcome? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN):   (a)   
Yes, Sir 

(b) The Prime Minister of India and the 
UK discussed bilateral and international 
matters, including anti-Indian activities of 
extremists in Britain, the situation in Sri 
Lanka and international economic situation. 
The British Prime Minister appreciated 
India's concern at the activities of anti-Indian 
elements in Britain and said that Britain 
would not allow its hospitality to be abused 
by extremist elements. 

SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH MALIK: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, may I know from the hon. 
Minister whether while discussing the anti-
Indian activities of the  extremists  any 
reference  to the 

+The question was actually on the or of 
the House by Shri Mukhtiar 

agh  Malik. 

violent activities of the Jammu and Kashmir 
liberation front and the protagonists of 
Khalistan was made, what steps have been 
taken by our Government against these forces 
of extremism, especially with reference to the 
impending visit of our beloved Prime 
Minister to that country; and whether these 
forces are likely to pose a threat to the safety 
and security of uor hon. Prime Minister? 
What was the reaction of the British Prime 
Minister, whether she had given any 
assurance to that effect to our Government? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
when the two Prime Ministers discuss 
bilateral or international matters, all matters 
that are under review come up for discussion. 
In these matters relating to the extremist 
elements, whether Khalistanis, or Jammu and 
Kashmir or any other place were discussed 
and, as I have already mentioned, the Prime 
Minister of the U. K. had given an assurance 
that they will not allow their hospitality to be 
abused. As regards the security of our Prime 
Minister, surely it is a very important matter. 
Naturally, the Prime Minister of U.K. is also 
very anxious. We are quite confident and sure 
that all possible efforts will be taken, all 
security measures will be taken to safeguard 
the life of our Prime Minister when he is in 
that country 

SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH MALI1 I 
would like to ask the hon. Ministei whether 
any reference was made to the miserable 
plight of the Tamils in Sri Lanka at the hands 
of the Sri Lankan army, as a result of which 
there was heavy exodus from Sri Lanka of 
Tamils seeking refuge in India adding fuel to 
the already agitated sentiments of our people, 
and also about the request of the Sri Lankan 
President to the British Prime   Minister  for   
sending  military 
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troops to that country. I would like to know 
from the hon. Minister, what was the reaction 
of the British Prime Minister to that request? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: 
When discussions took place, all 
these matters      were      discussed. 
Certainly the Prime Minister of 
Britain gave her account of her visit 
to Sri Lanka and all these matters 
were      considered.       As regards 
asking for British troops, the Sri Lankan 
President in a speech given at the banquet 
referred to this only by saying that British 
troops were stationed in several other 
countries. He did not ask specially for sta-
tioning troops at Sri Lanka. However, the 
hon. Member can draw his own inference. 

DR. SHANTI G. PATEL:   Will the 
Minister  be pleased  to  say  whether 

during   the    discussions   our    Prime 
Minister conveyed the strong feelings 
of  disappointment  and  anger of the 

Indian    people    against the    British 
Government's   lenient   and   lukefarm 

attitude  towards  elements who  have 
indulged    in violent     activities    for 
achieving their objective of Khalistan. 
These people are even today carrying 
-«i their activities without any abate- 
nent. I would like to know what was 
he response    of the British    Prime 

{mister,     was it helpful     and what 
.rther steps    are proposed    by the 

Indian  Government? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, no 
doubt, the question of the extremists to whom 
over-indulgence has been shown was 
discussed and as I have already menioned, the 
reply of the British Prime Minister was that 
they will not be allowed to abuse the 
hospitality of the U. K. 

 

 

SHRI SURESH KALMADI: I would like 
to know from the hon. Minister whether there 
were discussions with the Prime Minister of 
U. K. on the 65 million pound aid which 
Britain is to give to India? This aid was 
specifically given to India for the purchase of 
21 Westland helicopters. The trial of the 
helicopter took place in January of last year. 
By June, the Government of India placed a 
letter of intent and suddenly, during De-
cember-January, the Government of India is 
not thinking of it any more. Following the 
visit of the Prime Minister of U. K. the 
Minister of Overseas Development, Mr. 
Raison, came to India and when he went back 
he said that 45 million pound, which is the 
first year's aid would be cancelled if these 
helicopters are not purchased. I would like to 
know 
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from the hon. Minister whether this purchase 
was off on technical grounds. Our Prime 
Minister is a former pilot. I would like to 
know from him whether there is something 
wrong with the helicopter. Or, is it for 
political reasons? I would like to know 
whether we are going to lose the aid if we do 
not purchase these helicopters. 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
the hon. Member is very we]) informed about 
this particular issue, but unfortunately, is not 
well-enough informed. Firstly we have not 
placed a formal letter of intent or Commitment 
as such. Secondly, it is a question of whether 
the helicopter is suitable for India or not. 
There are two aspects of this. One is, whether 
it meets the original requirement as laid down 
in the paper. This particular helicopter does 
not meet this requirement. It is short in one 
very crucial area. which affects safety. Apart 
from that, in the areas which were not 
specified in the particular document there are 
other helicopters which are superior to it in 
many ways. Specially, in the coastal areas 
where it will be operating, if it has to operate 
under bad weather conditions, the single 
engine requirement and the fuel requirements 
are such that the other helicopters become 
much better than this helicopter. 

In regard to the specific question, whether 
we will lose the aid or what will happen to the 
45 million pound aid, even if we consider 45 
million pound, our assessment is that, after 
something like six to eight years, the 
helicopter will start losing money even if we 
get no aid for the other helicopters. So it is a 
losing proposition even with the aid. And we 
have tried to ask them to give us some aid for 
other purchase. But they are not willing to 
change the aid. For exam- 

ple, we are buying Harriers from them. We 
wanted them to divert this into things like the 
Harriers. They are not willing to do it. One 
thing we must bear in mind. Many times 
when aid is given, there is a motive behind it. 
Why can't they give for things like the 
Harriers and why will they give for 
Westlands? You might like to consider why 
they gave it for those medical vans which 
were bought when the Janata Government 
was in power. 

SHRI DINKARRAO GOVINDRAO 
PATIL: I do not want to go back to the 
previous role that the British Prime Minister 
played against India and whether it was 
Khalistan's voice or London's choice for the 
traitor Jagjit Singh Chauhan, the self-styled 
President of Khalistan. I want to ask the hon. 
Minister whether it is a fact that immediately 
after and. immediately before the visits of the 
British Prime Minister to India and to 
Colombo and after her discussions with 
President Jayewardene of Sri Lanka in 1985, 
British millitary help to Colombo is on the 
rise. Six gunboats have been despatched to Sri 
Lanka from U. K. and more are to follow. If it 
is so, I would like to know whether 
Government of India has protested against 
such instigation to the ethnic violence in the 
peace area of Hind Mahasagar which has 
already been converted into an American lake. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: 
Sir, it is a fact that generous aid has 
been provided to Sri Lanka for buy 
ing helicopters, patrol boats and 
some other equipment. But this is 
between those two government3 on 
the basis of an understanding or 
agreement arrived at between them. 
Naturally India does not come into 
the picture at all. >. 
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SHRI B.       SATYANARAYAN 
REDDY: Most of the questions that I wanted 
to put have already been covered by others. 
But I want to ask the hon. Prime Minister 
whether during the British Prime Minister's 
visit to India, her attention had been drawn to 
the fact that Mr. Chauhan, the self-styled 
President of Khalistan is giving interviews to 
BBC in which he is saying all sorts of things. 
As a matter of fact, he has also said that a 
government in exile has been formed and that 
government is functioning in Britain. He has 
also given interviews to several magazines. I 
would like to know whether the attention of 
the British Prime Minister had been drawn to 
these and where the issue was discussed with 
her. If so, what was the reaction of the British 
Government and what action the Govt, is 
going to take and what action the Government 
of India has suggested to them   to take? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: It is a 
fact that Dr. Chauhan had given a few 
interviews to the BBC which were not really 
very desirable and we protested against them. 
The BBC has apologised and no more such 
interviews are being allowed to Dr. Chauhan 
on BBC. 

As regards the statements given to various 
newspapers or magazines, it is a matter which 
has already been brought to the notice of the 
British authorities. But naturally they have to 
take action in accordance with the laws of 
Britain. 

SHRI        B. SATYANARAYAN 
REDDY: What about the government in 
exile? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: We do 
not acknowledge any government in exile. 

SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA: The 
question of exaggerated accounts 

of happenings in India being published in the 
Western newspapers in general and in the 
British newspapers more particularly, is well 
known. Now the point is we bring this matter 
to the notice of those authorities again and 
again, but I want to know specifically 
whether this matter of the newspapers was 
brought to the notice of the British Prime 
Minister. If so, what her reaction was, or she 
just said that it was a nlatter of free press in 
Britain, because they are helping these 
Khalis-tani elements activities in a big way in 
our country. 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Sir, all these 
matters were brought to the notice of the 
British Prime Minister including what the 
non. Member raised in the last question, and 
they have taken some steps to counter these. 
But she did raise the question and said that 
their laws were such that they were not able to 
do more than certain things. Certain things 
were beyond their jurisdiction, so to say, and 
we have pointed out to the British Prime 
Minister that a similar thing occurred in the 
United States when certain items were being 
tried to be smuggled out of the U.S.—these 
Kryton triggering devices for nuclear 
weapons and the United States, we believe, is 
looking into the amendment of the laws to see 
that it doesn't happen in the future. So, we 
have brought this  to her notice. 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; Mr. Chair man, 
Sir, the non. Minister of State stated that Mr. 
Jayawardene, in his banquet speech, referred 
to the stationing of British troops in some of 
the countries and not made any specific 
request for Sri Lanka, and he also stated that 
the Members could draw their own inference. 
But State terrorism is perpetrated in Sri Lanka 
to   decimate   the    Tamil    population 
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there, and the Minister of State has just now 
stated  that  even  if     they are       getting    
military    aid    from Britain, it  is for those two 
Governments  to settle the matter and it is their  
own   business.     Then   I   would like to know 
from the hon. Minister on what    grounds  this    
Government has   advocated   sanctions   
against  the racist   regime   in  South-West   
Africa regarding  the  problem     of  Namibia 
whereas  the  same  thing  is  happening in Sri 
Lanka where    genocide is going on. So, is it 
not the duty of the Government to draw the 
attention of the Prime Minister of Britain and 
say that whatever aid they are getting— SAS 
personnel or millitary aid—will only    
strengthen    the hands    of the racist regime to 
wipe out the Tamils and  decimate  their  
population?     So, what is the attitude of this 
Government, whether it wag brought to the 
notice of Mrs Margaret Thatcher    or not? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, I 
mentioned that all these matters were brought 
to the notice of the Prime Minister when the 
two Prime Ministers met when she visited 
this country. 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY- No, no. Mr. 
Minister, you stated that it is their own 
business, between Sri Lanka and Britain. Is it 
the policy of the Government that if any 
country supplies arms to another country to 
commit genocide, they will keep mum?    I 
want    a reply    from    the 
Minister  ____(Interruptions)   ...I am 
putting the question from his own answer. 
Will he reply or not? I seek your protection, 
Sir. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
what I said is that if Britain has supplied them 
boats and some helicopters, this was done on 
the basis of the loan    that they   have given   
to 

them just as they had given a £151 million 
loan to India also. 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Then why 
advocate sanctions against Namibia? It is a 
dual policy, policy of double standards. 

 
I want to know whether the treaty of 
extradition between the two countries also 
figured during the discussion between the two 
Prime Ministers. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Whether the question 
of extradition was taken up. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, all 
the matters were discussed but then a treaty 
could not be signed (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAMANAND YADAV: You 
cannot say this... (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, the treaty of extradition was as such not 
discussed but the extradition  was  generally   
discussed. 

SHRI M. KADHARSHA: If the hon. 
Minister of State could not see the ulterior 
motives behind the re-mbling references of 
the Sri Lanka President referring to the 
presence of British Navy in the Indian Ocean 
and lending of British army to more than 35 
foreign countries and British legacy to the 
democratic set-up, lean not help him. Sir, 
even from the UK Government an advice was 
given to the Sri Lanka President that the 
should seek a political solution rather than a 
military solution. There were not only 
reference to the military assistance but there 
were virulent attacks also by the President in 
the 
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ranquet speech against India and novement 
of terrorism in the Indian erritory. I would 
like to know vhether it is a fact that the 
Indian ligh Commissioner in Columbo has 
ailed to send a copy of the text of he 
President's speech to the Govern-nent and 
hence the Government is inaware of the text 
of the speech nd hence this kind of reply 
from he Minister. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
our High Commissioner sent all the  
necessary   information   to   us. 

SHRI KAPIL VERMA: We are jlad to 
hear that the British Prime Minister has 
given an assurance that he hospitality of 
Britain would not >e allowed to be misused 
by the ex-remists. There has also been a refe-
rence to the BBC. Generally, as you enow, a 
very large number of people n India listen to 
the BBC and I am me of them. They carry on 
a system-itic propaganda against us, particul-
irly in the Hindi and the Urdu bul-etins. So, 
this question has to be ;one into in depth. 
They might have feeir own rules. It might be 
a corporation. But we are a friendly :ountry 
as far as Britain is concern-id. They should 
care for us. We care 'or our friendly 
countries. So, has his question been 
discussed in lepth? And if it has not been dis-
:ussed in depth, will you take it up hrough 
other channels so that the ystematic 
propaganda that is being carried on against 
us is stopped? Sven if a small incident takes 
place; he BBC blows it up out of all pro-
)ortion9 and a very large number of people 
listen to it. So, in our countrys' nterest, 
something should be done. Will the Prime 
Minister look into his matter? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
every time, when any such probanda is 
reported to us or comes  our notice, that has 
been always 

taken up with the British authorities in 
London as well as the British High  
Commission in this country. 

SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias V. 
ARUNACHALAM: It is a fact that the 
Government of Sri Lanka is trying to get 
military assistance from the Government of 
Britain. In his welcome address to Mrs. 
Thatcher, President Jayewardene states and 1 
quote: 

"You have sent troops to such and such 
countries to protect democracy. Now in our 
country too democracy is being destroyed. 
You say that in future too you will meet 
your responsibility in defence of 
democracy." 

These are the words of President Jayewardene 
in his welcome address to Mrs. Thatcher. He 
has indirectly asked Mrs. Thatcher to give 
military assistance to his country to suppress 
the Tamils. 

Then, Sir, in his welcome address she has 
reminded about the defence agreement of 
November 11, 1947, to get military help from 
Britain. Has our hon. Prime Minister 
discussed about the defence agreement of 
November 11, 1947? It is not a dead letter. It 
can be revived at any moment. Has he taken 
steps to prevent military assistance from 
Britain to Sri Lanka? What is the reply? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, as 
I said, about military assistance and stationing 
of troops in various countries, a mention was 
made in the banquet. I have also said that no 
specific reference was made on stationing of 
British troops in Sri Lanka. I leave it to the 
hon. Members to draw their own inference of 
what they mean b ythat. 

*42, [Transferred to the 10th May, 1985]. 


