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Now all these plans are in Americans hands. 
Pakistan will definitely get it from America. 
All the work we have done in this regard has 
thus been nullified at the cost of the defence of 
our country. I expect, Madam Deputy 
Chairperson, that the Government should 
make a thorough enquiry, not an oral enquiry, 
not just a promise before the House, but a 
thorough enquiry as to why scientists are 
defecting, why they are going to America, why 
we have not been able to detect them and what 
is going to be the impact of it. I shall only 
impress upon the Government, through you, 
that defection of late has become a practice in 
Delhi itself. A Soviet diplomat has defected 
from Delhi and he has also defected to the 
same place, that is, America.. Therefore, 
Madam I believe that the CIA and the 
Pentagon are extending their tentacles and I 
believe that the CIA and the Pentagon are 
making inroads into the defence organisation 
of our country. We feel very much insecure. 
We feel very much concerned. We feel very 
much alarmed. Therefore I expect that the 
Government will take it not just as a Special 
Mention but as an important piece of 
information which they might themselves be 
having and investigate and let the House know 
what the Government proposes to do on this. 
At least I shall request you to request the 
Government to make a special statement on 
this question of defection of scientists one after 
another from Bangalore to the USA. 

REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED 
CRISIS FACED BY COCONUT GRO- 

WERS OF KERALA 

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kerala): Madam 
Deputy Chairman, I would like to draw the 
attention of the Minister of Commerce to the 
serious situation faced by the co,conut farm 
growers throughout the country, especially in 
Kerala. Sir, it is widely known that most of 
the coconut farm growers are either small 
peasants or are marginal peasants.    Now they 
are     in  a very 

     serious condition because the prices of 
coconuts have fallen. For instance, in Kerala, 
the prices have fallen down to 50 per cent, 
and various reasons are attributed to the fall 
in the prices. In this context, I would like to 
point out that the contention that the price fall 
is due to surplus production is not true 
because from  1983  onwards, the pro-  
duction of coconuts has been going down. 
The main reason for the  price fall is not far 
to seek and that is that the copra and oil 
market is entirely controlled by the monopoly 
houses. In addition to that, these monopoly 
nouses are allowed to import large quantities 
of copra and oil from foreign countries like 
Ceylon, Indonesia etc. These are the reasons 
for the fall in the prices. Hence I request the 
Government to intervene and save the 
coconut farm growers by taking necessary 
measures. In this context, I would like to sug-
gest that the import of oil and copra may be 
discontinued. In addition to that, a reasonable 
price may be fixed for copra so that the 
stability of price can be maintained. The 
Government should also give necessary aid to 
the State Coconut Development Corporation 
and ask it to intervene when the prices are 
falling. Now it is a defunct body, but it can be 
revitalised and help can be rendered to the 
peasants. 

The second question is also a very 
important one. Though the Central Coconut 
Board was constituted in 1981, Practically it 
has not been functioning at all, because except 
the Chairman, there has been no Board in 
existence. That is the plight of that Board. In 
this context, I would like to point out another 
factor also. The total annual budget estimate 
of this so-called Central Coconut Board is 
only Rs. 10 million, While the cess collected 
from copra alone will come to mate than Rs. 
lo million. What I am suggesting is that the 
Board must be raised to the level of the 
Rubber Board so that it can get more power 
and more funds to help the coconut farm 
growers. Unless the Central     Government 
im- 
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(Shri N. E. Balaram) 
mediately intervenes and comes to the aid of the 
growers, the situation will become very serious. 
The farms have already been affected by certain 
vicissitudes like windfall, etc A large number of 
trees have already been ruined. And there is no 
regular rain this year. There are irrigation 
problems. These are the problems facing the 
coconut growers. I would request the honourable 
Minister immediately to intereven and help the 
coconut growers. 

DISCUSSION ON THE WORKING OF THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT.—contd. 

 

 


