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cines easily available in the market;
and

(d) what measures have been tak-
en by Government for its prevention”

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE
YOGENDRA MAKWANA): (a) 225
deaths due to meningitis in Delhij
hava been reported since beginning
January to 9th March, 1985,

(b) There are ng specific or ascer-
tainable reasons for the spread of the
disease during this year. The inci-
dence pattern over the years has ceenr
irregular without following any par-
ticular mode.

N

(¢) Yes.

(d) The following measures lave
been taken to check the spread of the
disease: — -

{1) Constant surveillance is being
maintained, especially in the affec-
ted and congested localities.

(ii) Farly diagnosis and trea:-
ment, even on the basis of presum-
ptive clinical ddiagonsis is being
undertaken.

(iii) Arrangements for adequaie
supply of drugs have been made.
All the hospitals and dispensaries
have stocked sufficient quantities ot
the required antibiotics and suppor-
tive drugs.

(iv) In order to create a general
awareness amongst the public and
to impress upon them the need for
early diagnosis and treatment -the
wervices of AIR and Doordarshan,
end also of the press, are utilised.

(v) The Indian Medical Associa-
tion have initiated action to issue
instructions {o their members re-
garding proper management of
cases.

Avi) The WHO. at our behest, has
~ airlifted Serp for proper typing ot
Y| the causative organisms.
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(vii) The Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research hag initiated studies
on carriens ang their management
in order to provide information on

the epidemiology of the disease for
better control.

(viil) It has been decided to vac-
cinate the identified high-risk
groups.

Rural Electrification

15. SHRI K. VASUDEVA PANIC-
KER: Will the Minister of IRRIGA-
TION AND POWER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the position in regard
to electrification of rura] areag has re-
cently been reviewed by Govern-
ment; and

(b) the steps proposed to be taken ’
by Government for speedier electrifi-*

cation of villages in the Seventh Five
Year Plan? '

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (SHRI B. SHANKA-
RANAND): (a) and (b) The position
in regard to electrification of rural
areas has been reviewed in the ¢on-
text of formulation of the Seventh
Plan Power Programme. The Seventh
Five VYear Plan has, however, not
vet been finalised.

Rational Distribution of Power

16. SHRI K. VASUDEVA PANIC-
KER: Wil] the Minister of IRRIGA-
TION AND POWER be pleased te
state;

(a) whether it iz a fact that 90 per
cent of the available energy is used
for commercial and domestic purposec
in big cities neglecting the rural
areas;

(b) if sa, what steps are propose:
to be taken by Government for =®
rational distribution of the available
energy in the country;

(c) what are the warioug gources
of non-conventional energy which
have, so far, been tapped by Govern-
ment to tackle the power crisis; and
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(d) what efforts have been made
by Government to make use of these
non-conventional sources of energy
in running water-pumps for irrigation
and other purposes?

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (SHRI B. SHANKARA-
NAND): (a) No, Sir. The consum-
ption of electricity in the country by
domestic and commercial consumers
is around 13 per cent and 6 per cent

respectively.
(b) Does not arise.

(c¢) and (d) Presently non-conven-
tional sources of energy such as solar
energy, bio-gas, wind energy, hio-
mass. etc., are being tapped in a com-
paratively limited quantity on experi-
mental basis., The use of non-conven-
tional sources of energy for operating
irrigation pump-sets is also in an ex-
perimental stage.

Introduction of Trams in Delhi

17. SHRI K. VASUDEVA PANIC-
KFER: Will the Minister of SHIPPING
ANDD TRANSPORT be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government propose
to re-introduce trams in Delhi;

(b) if so, what are the details there-
of;

(¢) what were the reasons for the
withdrawal of trams from Delhj some
years back; and

(d) what other modes of transport
are also being contemplated by Gov-
ernment in view of the rapid increase
in number of commuters in the city?

THE MINISTER OF STATER OF
THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI Z.R. ANSARI):
'(a) No such decision has been taken.

‘(b) Does not arise.

‘() The main reason for withdrawsal
of trams from Delhi was that these
were found to be uneconomical and
were also found to be contributing to
significant increase in congestion dur-
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ing the crowded hours particulary
within the walled city.

(d) Apart from the bus transpoi:
system, the Ring Railway with Elec-
trical Multiple Unit was introduced
in Delhi in 1982, Further additional
modes of transport have not so far
been feasible mainly due to cons-
traints of resources. L

Report of the National Commission on
Higher Educaion

18. SHRI SHRIKANT VERMA:
Will the Minister of EDUCATION be

pleaseq to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that the
National Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, which was headed by Shri
Rais Alimed Vice-Chairman of TUni-
versity Grantg Commission, has since
submitted itz report; and

(b) if so, what are the salient fea-
tures thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
(SHRI K. C. PANT): (a) No, Sir.

{(b) Doeg not arise.

Building of Oil Tankers at Cochin
Shipyard

19, SHRI R, SAMBASIVA RAO:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased ito state:

(a) whether Government propose
to build oil tankers at Cochin Ship-
yard; and .

(b) if vo, what are the detaﬂs in
this regard? -

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI Z.R. ANSARI):
(a) and (b) The Shipping Corpora-
tion of India have placed a letter of
intent on Cochin Shipyard Limited
for construction of three oil tankers
of 88000 DWT each. The discussions
for finalisation of the specifications of
these tankers are in progress,



