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Deployment of Chinese sub-Marines in 
the Indian  ocean  and  the   Arabian   

Sea 
222. SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS: Will 

the PRIME    MINISTER    be    pleased 
state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that China is 
deploying nuclear submarines in the Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea; and 

(b) if so, what steps the Government of 
lndia propose to take in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE TN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRl KHURSHID ALAM KHAN): (a) and 
(b) Government have no information on this. 
However, Government continue To maintain 
a constant vigil over the induction of outside 
naval force into the Indian Ocean area. Our 
defence plans are updated from time to time 
to meet emerging situations. Government 
also fully support the concept of the Indian 
Ocean region as a Zone of Peace. 

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS; Sir, from 
what the honourable Minister has stated, it is 
there. It is not only that. I do not say that 
China will deploy nuclear submarines in the 
Arabian Sea with a mini to destory our 
offshore osl installations, but it will be very 
much an encouragement for Pakistani and Sri 
Lankan frogmen to enter our Bombay High. 
Wiil the honourable Minister please say what 
steps the Gov-ernment is taking to prevent 
this type of activities'? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN; Sir. I 
have already stated that we believe ir. the 
indian Ocean being a zone of peace. But, as 
far as the question of Chinese submarines is 
concerned, there is no positive indication 
available at present that China has deployed 
any of its available submarines in the Indian 
Ocean or in the, Arabian  Sea. 

SHRIMATI MONIKA DAS: My second 
supplementary is, I want to know whether in 
this regard the Defence Ministry has sot any 
special committee to keep a watch from time 
to time over these activities which are goihg 
on for the last many years. So, sir, about 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, if is a well-known 
fact,    everybody knows, 
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SHRI H. L. KAPUR: What I want to know 

from the Government is whether a watch is 
being kept and whether the navy is being 
built up to the strength to counter all this, the 
presence of the foreign navies, particularly 
the Chinese navy in case an unfortunate 
situation arises because the lndian Navy is 
not equipped today. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; Please sit down. 
SHRI H. L. KAPUR: I would like to 

know, Sir, what action is being taken to 
counter such a thing because we have got a 
very large coastal line. 

MR. CHAIRMAN. Please sit down. You 
have put the question. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
the hon. Member will not expect me to 
disclose all the secrets of our navy. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; You do not have the 
information on this. It is the Defence .VI 
inister who can give it. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: But, 
certainly, I would like to assure the hon. 
Member that the Indian Navy's and Army's 
acquisition and construction plans are 
suitably updated to meet any situation that 
may possibly arise. 

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY; Sir, 
the Hon.  Minister just now said that he 
believes   firmly   that  the   Indian      Ocean 
should  be        zone      of      peace.      May I      
say      Sir,    that      his      belief        in this       
concept   that   the   Indian      Ocean should  
be      a   zone  of  peace,  is    dead as a dodo.    
And many communiques have been issued 
between the    Government of india and other 
dignitaries who visited our country ia the past 
about this mater.   But there has been    
increasing    escalation of naval vessels fitted 
with very sophisticated weapons in this area. 
What fresh initiatives have been taken   by   
the   Government of India to stop this?    
Apart from the submarines deployed by 
China, there has been increasing     
movement     of     naval  forces by    super    
powers    in this zone.   May I know. Sir, 
whether any fresh initiative or new effori has 
been made in the United Nations or 
elsewhere to stop this menace? 

SHRI KHURSHID  ALAM KHAN: 
Sir, we are pursuing the matter regarding 

declaration of Indian Ocean as a zone of 
peace. The ad hoc committee which met 
recently has unfortunately postponed the 
Conference on Indian Ocean to 1986. As 
soon as this Committee meets, its 
recommendations will be placed before the 
United Nations for further necessary action. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN.     Mr.     Ramanand 
Yadav, 

 

MR.   CHAIRMAN:       Not      relevant. 
Next, Mr. Kalmadi. 

SHRI  RAMANAND YADAV.    Why, 
Sir?   This is related to the foreign office. 

MR.   CHAIRMAN,   Please   sit  down. 
This is not relevant. 

SHRI SURESH KALMADI. I am 
surprised when the Minister said that the 
Government 'has no information about 
deployment of Chinese submarines in the 
Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea, on the 
15th October, 1984, Mr. K. Subrahmanyam, 
who is the Director of the Institute of 
Defence Studies, has stated that China is 
about to deploy t'ne new generation nuclear 
missile submarines. The present range of 
nuclear missile submarines is 1500 KMs; and 
t'ne newer generation is much more. They 
•want to come to the Arabian Sea to start 
second fornt on Russia. They also need a base 
in the Indian Ocean which is more disturbing.    
The     Minister    has 
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also stated that the defence plans are being 
updated. But, I am very much surprised to 
find that in the defence  the allocation for 
navy is only Rs. 600 crores.  allocation was 
11 per cent. But this time instead of 
increasing it they have brought it down to 8 
per cent. In view of our long coast line and 
Shri Lankan pioblem the allocation for the 
navy should have been more. Of course, the 
Southern Navy Command is coming up. lt is 
a good thing. I think more money must be 
pumped into navy. I specially request the 
Prime Minister to look into this  vital  aspect. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: lt is a very good 
suggestion. 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI- Sir, we will 
definitely look into it. But, I would also like 
to 'have a suggestion from the hon. Member 
where we should cut that money from. 

SHRI SURESH KALMADL  You can 
cut it from the Army budget. 

MR. CHAIRMAN. Mr. Jaswant Singh. 
SHRI JASWANT SINGH. Mr. Chairman, 

Sir, the question is about the presence of 
Chinese nuclear submarines. My gallant 
colleague, Air Marshall H. L. Kapur, spoke 
about an 'axis'. I would like to ask, Sir, what 
information the Government of India has on 
the Sino-Pak nuclear axis, about which in the 
U. S. Foreign Relation, Senate Com mittee, 
Mr. Howard Scheaffer. before his posting to 
Bangladesh, gave a closed door secret 
testimony. Actually he indicated in this secret 
testimony that there are reports of an existing 
Sino-Pakistan nuclear axis. How far has it 
been established? How do you intend 
containing it? Have you taken up the question 
with the Republic of China or with t'ne 
Government of Pakistan? And. finally, have 
you sought an official comment on Sino-Pak 
nuclear axis from the U.  S. Government? 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN: Sir, 
this is entirely a different subject. It needs a 
separate question. Then, we will answer  

MR. CHAIRMAN,. Notice is to be given. 

 
MR. CHAIRMAN; Not relevant. 
SHRI   B.   KRISHNA     MOHAN.    ... 

will be construed as a proxy war. 
MR. CHAIRMAN; No. no, you must ask  

only   about   Chinese   submarines. 
h 

SHRI  B.  KRISHNA  MOHAN.     The 
first part is about that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; The first pa,t will be    
answered. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN; Sir, I 
would like the hon. Member to repeat his 
first question. 

SHRl B. KRISHNA MOHAN; I wanted 
to know whether this patlicufar aspect of 
concentration of submarines of super powers 
in the Indian Ocean would be taken up for 
consideration by t'ne Foreign Ministers' 
Conference in Delhi. 

SHRI KHURSHID ALAM KHAN; The 
Bureau meeting is being held for an entirely 
different purpose and this subject  will   not  
be  discussed. 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, in his reply the Minister has stated that 
the Government is keeping vigil on the 
induction of naval forces in the Indian Ocean 
region. The five-year US Plan for Strategic 
Development has provided an enormous 
amount of 25,000 million Us dollars for 
strengthening its naval forces in the Indian 
Ocean region. They are already having 25 
military installations there. They are having a 
military b:,se in Deogo Garcia and getting 
operational facilities at Trincomalee in Sri 
Lanka. I am afraid that Trincomalee may 
become another base for the United     States.    
In     that  case,    will 
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