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for the, Railways. The maintenance aspect

_ is peglected, The Railway workshosp and
the running sheds are not doing their jobs
properly.

. THE VICE-CHATRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Will you please take

- -your seat for a minute? I will ask the hon.
Minister of Finance to lay the Punjab
Budget.

A {

THE BUDGET (PUNJAB), 1983-86

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JAN-
ARDHAN POOJARI): Sir, with your per-
.mission, | beg to lay on the Table a state-
ment (i English and Hindi) of the esti-
mated receipts and expenditure of  the
Government of Punjab for the year 1985-

. 86,

*SHRI LAL. K. ADVANI (Madhya Pra-
desh): When are we expected to discuss it?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): It is being taken up
on Saturday,

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI. We are not
_sim'ng on Saturday. :

1HE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): T will find out.

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 198586
Contd,

PROF. (MRS.) ASIMA CHATTERIEE:

The inspection of the Railway tracks is .

not done regularly in order to cxamining
whether the tracks have good life and can
wope with heavy traffic density and also
ior fast moving trains. The life of tracks
- ‘being fatigued due to strain and stress be-
comes useless, Modernisation of the rol-
ling stock and tracks, and other  equip-
naents for efficiency, for better service, etc.
1> a4 necessity. The repair work must be
talten up in time for avoiding unnecessary
recurring expenditure. Metallurigal and
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chemical investigation of all equipments is
necessary as this will help to prolong their
lite span and thereby will effect savings in
sespect of a number of components. Effi-
orts are being made by the Railways to
improve the situation, but not to the desired
extent. For higher revenue, it is necessary
to promote tourism and to open Railways
hotels with modern amenities which will
be well patronised by tourists.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): There has been a
slip. The'Finance Minister has to lay down
the Supplementary Demands’ also.

v

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR
GRANTS FOR ExPENDITURE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB FOR THE
YEAR 1984-85

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JAN-
ARDHAN POOJARI): Sir, I beg to lay '
on the Tuble a statement (in English and
Hindi) showing the Supplementary Deman-
ds for Grants for expenditure of the
Government of Punjab for the year 1984-
85.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): I understand that the
discussion is being taken up next week.
Prof. Asima Chatterjee.

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS), 198586 '
Contd,

PROF. (MRS.) ASIMA CHATTERJEE:
The number of Railway hospitals, Railway
dispensaries and Railway schools is to bo
increased. These facilities should be exten-
ded to the local people other than the
Railway employees. This will add to the
existing revenue of the Railways.

The Budget this year lacked any new
thrust in the investment and development
perspectives essential for expanding ~and
streamlining the Railways. There was no
indication of any technological or admin-
istrative innovations to ensure safety. Saf-
ety on Railways depends on efficient main-
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tenance and modernisation of signalling and
telecommunication systems. This is the high
time that the radar and microwave comm-
unication systems shoulq be introduced.

In the age of eclectronics, it would b2
possible to arrange a system of warning to
the driver to jmmediately stop the train.
The system of “Alarm Chain” was a good
idea a century ago. In certain areas, due to
improper use of “Alarm Chains” these are
put out-of-action deliberately by the Rail-
ways. Tn some cases. they just go out of
order and become ineffective. Some elect-
ronic device would be far more reliabe
for informing the Driver, the Guaid and
the Raiway Security force, if any, in the
train. This would be of help also in cases
of robberies in trains and in cases of fire
hazards. In this context, it deserves men-
tion that the electric lines in the coaches
need frequent inspection to take precault-
jonary measures against electric short cir-
cuit which in many cases is  responsible
for fire hazards with disastrous results. It
1s gratifying to note that modern electronic
device is being implemented and steps are
being taken to replace the machanical s;s-
tem of signalling by route-relay interlocking
service, but not to the desired extent.
Modernisation of signalling and telecomm-
unication equipment, as T mentioned ear-
lier, is a2 must and this would minimise
the number of human failures responsible
for uccidents on the Indian Railways. Hu-
man failures and equipment failures are
major factors for train accidents, for colli-
sions and derailments. However, equipment
failures can be avoided by replacing in
time outdated rail tracks, rolling stock, lo-
comotives, coaches and wagons. Not only
modernisation is neceded for achieving these
objectives, but also proper maintenance.
timely repairs of the equipment and fre-
quent inspection of the railway  tracks.
rolling stock, engines, etc. are a must. To
ensure safety at level crossings, necessary
measures have to be adopted as  many
accidental cases occur at level crossings
which are being reported. These can  be
traced, on many occasions, to negligence,
ignorance, lack of alertness and a sense of
responsibility and also callousness on the
part of the railway stafi who are on duty
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at the level crossings. To check negligence
in duty, it is suggested that supervisory
staff must be there to watch them aad it
is further suggested that this staff should
be trained and they should have a regular
revision and refresher course including co-
urses in modern technology and methodo-
logy. The back-breaking load of mainten-
ance of what is already there should be
reduced in order to increase efficiency i
performance and reduce the accidents
which are causing not concern, but consger-
ration and also the alarming cost of run-
ning the Railways. That would enable the
Railways to have substantial profits which
could be utilised for the security of passen-
gers, for employing more security forces
and also for passenger amenities and for
improving the catering service. Additional
revenus could also be utlised for providing
more amenities to the railway staff, for
running more. Railway hospitals and Rail-
way dispensaries and schools.

It is desired that more modern work-
shops are to be opened in various places
with adequate expertise. It is gratifying to
note that the Railways have undertaken a
massive plan to ensure overhaul of electrict
Jocomotives. Frequently g¢hanges have been
made for having periodic overhauls of elec-
tric locomotives. 4000-HP and high-power
diecel locomotives are under productioa for
running 20-bogies goods trains at 100 km,
per hour. This, of course, necessitates mod-
ernisation of the tracks.

Now., Sir, coming to the end of my
speech, I must say that we are very much
concerned about the air pollution  from
the steam and diesel locomtives. We  are
now very much concerned about the en-
vironmental pollution. That is why I would
like to mention this particular point. The
bituminous coal used for the steam loco-
motives which emit smoke contains carbon
particles and carcinoganic  hydocarbons
which poliute the atmosphere. How to con-
trol this environmental pollution? We
should give serious thought to this question.
The only way is to replace the steam lo-
comolive by electric locomotives and also
to grow trees for absorbing the pollutants
all along the railway track. I would like to
suggest that with further international co-
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opcration, it would be possible for the Rail-
ways to incrcase the revenue through mod
crnisation, through eflicient operation and
through the achievement of self-reliance in
the feld of research and  standardisation.
This will provide a great relief 1o the in-
dustries, to the common man and to the
country in general and mo price hike will
be neccssary.

With this hope, Sir, | support the.Bud-
zet. Thank you.

(SHRI R.
M. R

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
RAMAKRISHNAN}:  Now,
Mohanarangam.

SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM  Tamil
Nadu)- Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, while go-
g through the Budget, 1 found so muany
similarities between last year’s Budget and
this year’s Budget. They have very str.ctly
followad what exactly they submitizd 'as’
year in the form of a Budget excepting
a few changes. They wanted to follow the
previous vear's Budgets for the past three
or four years and this year thcy have in-
creased the passenger fares and ihe fizight
rates and also the season ticket fares and
they are going to get a revenue of Rs.
495 crores. They have increased it by
Rs. 495 crores by increase of 4.5 per cent
in passenger fares and 10 per cent in fre-
ight rates, and season tickets from Rs, 3
to Rs. 12, especially in sub-urban areas
where actullay they have mcntioned that
only persons belonging to higher strata,
especially in suburban areas will be travel-
ling. As far as T am concerncd, Sir, T am
coming from Madras City where ~ctually
T find only persons belonging to the lower
strata are residing very near to Madras
City and suburban area. Likewiss, in a'.nost
all suburban areas only the middle class
as well as persons belonging to low-income
group are residing. T do not know how the
hon. Minister has mentioned that especially
in suburban areas persons belonging to the
higher strata or persons belonging to upper
middle class families will be travelling in
suburban trains and that is the reason they
have increased the rates especially of pas-
senger fares and season tickets. Sir. T per-
. sonally feel that because of increase  jn
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season tichet rates as well as increase in
the cost of living, persons belonging to the
middle class families and persons belonging
to the lower income groups are sufferng
and they have to spend more money. And
pecause of that the Government has to
spend more money in the name of dearness
allowance for the employees. Government
employees, as well as employees belonging
{o major concerns. And thereby they are
cutting the major shares from our revenues
and especially they have given more reliets
in the General Budget. As far as I under-
stand, for giving more reliefs in the General
Budget. they have increased the rate  of
season tickets. passenger fares and freight
1ates in the Railway Budget, whereby they
have an increase of Rs, 495 crores.

I would Jike to muke certain suggestions
to th: hon. Raiway Miinster who is here
pow. Instead of increasing the rates of
season tickets and freight rates. they can
send some groups or they can appoint some
who can travel throughout the length and
breadth of this country and see how the
vacant lands belong to the Railways are
simple encroached and are lying vacant,
withot being used by anybody. You ‘g,o to
arv State and vou will see lakhs and lakhs
of ac'=s of land, belonging to the Railways.
lying vacant, encroached by unauthorised
.persons. Tf you seli this lakhs and lakhs
of acres of land, youa can get more than
R~ 2700 cr Rs. 3000 crores very easily.
] <ont a letter last vear. and I have rece-
iv d 1 letter from o General Manager
staving that thcy have gone through my let-
ter ard th~v are checking up how much
vacant land is being used by unntuthorised
persons and how tbey are eoing to solve
thi~ nroblem. T do not know how many
yerrs they will take to solve this problem.
Each and every time the hon, Minister, at
the time of the Budget, says on the floor
of Pailiament that they are going to con-
sider ihis matfer. And it is the same scrial
numb-r—256, 257 or 258 They say
that Dbridees will be constructed at
a cost of Rs. 258 Iakhs, and so
on. Tt is  mers repllica or a copy

Budgets T the
Minister to take the entire responsibility

of the previons want
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to see thut everything is solved in a proper
way.

Not only that, it is seen that Rs. 80
crores have been spent for giving com-
pensation f{or loss due to railway acci-
dents, Rs. 13 crores for compensation due
to the victims of the accidents and Rs. 22
crores for compensation for loss of goods.

But you can solve that by cutting away
losses by improving the standard of effi-
ciency of the Railway administration,

I have discussed something general. But

as far as my position is concerned. I have
lo say that whenever any new Minisler
comes, as far as the Railway Ministry
1s concerned. if any person comes from
Madhya Pradesh—I do not know from
which Sfate this Minister comes—if any
person comes from Madhya Pradesh, some
major things are sunctioned for Madhya
Pradesh. If anybody comes from Kar-
nataka—'ast year two persons represented
Karnataka—they have spent crores and
crores of rupces for Karnataka. Before
that a gentleman came from West Ben-
gal. He sanc'ionea thousands and thou-
sands of crores of rupees for West Bengal
Likewise, if any persou comes from a par-
ticular part, he is giviny that much atten-
tion and showing that much interest only
to that part of the country, thinking that
he is the Railwav Minister only for that
portion of the countiry.

I want ouwr Ruailway Ministers to think
that they are the Union Ministers, Minis-
ters for the Government of India and
Ministers for the Indian Union, Let them
not think that we are the United States of
India. We are the Indian Union. We are
not having any porson from Madras so
far. No person from Madras has been
appointed so far in the Railway Ministry.
That is reason why no' a single mile of
railway Yime has been converted. We do
not have any new line as far as the State
of Tamil Nadu is concerned. We have
been asking for our Karur-Dindigul line.
So many Members representing Tamil
Nadu have sent representations. They
have sent memoranda. They have repre-
sented to your predecessors. They are
goine to represent to your successors also.
Every time they will mention Karur-Dindi-
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rul line in their memoranda for which you
have sanctioned 49 crores of 1upees. So
far, you have spent only 2 crores. This
year they have sanctioned only 4 crores.
If it goes on like this, it will take more
than one and a haif decades to implement
th: scheme. namely the Karur-Dindigul
scheme. [ do not hknow at what stage the
mitter stands at present and how much
they are going to spend in the coming
year, | understand that only 4 crores
have been sanctioned for the Karur-Dindi-
gul schemie.  As 1 said in the beginning,
they have to speed up this work for
which they have to sanction more money.

Take 1he Madras  Beach-Tambaram
broad-gauge line. There are nearly 70
miles from Madras Beach to Tambaram.
Unlik> the other States, if you have akeady
gone to Madras vou will find that it is
segregated by a railway line. In Calcutta
and other cities, railway will go at the
edge of the area whercas the railway line
segregates the Madras city in two parts,
South Madras and North Madras. For the
last so many years. we have asking for
over-bridges and underground for proper
access 1o South Madras and North Madras.
Th: Ministers have already said that they
have sanctioned so many over-bridges and
undergrounds. Last year, thcy sanctioned
tv.o lakhs of rupees for an overbridge
ncar Meenambankam where Madras  Air-
port is situa'ed. They say that they are
going to spend two lakhs for that under-
ground, 1 d» not know what has happen-
ed to this. They have had a survey and
they were quite satisfied that they should
spend the money in that particular place.
Now they have snddenly changed the
location. When T wrote a letter to the
Railway Minister, he said that they had
noficed that thev are going to change it.
They had intimated to the proper autho-
rity saying that they should not change it.
De=finite action witl be taken against the
persons who arc responsible for all these
things, Still the work is going on in a
different place. T wrote another lefter to
our Railway Minister {5 days back stating
that work is going on against the will of
the people and against the wishes of the
residents of that particular area. I do not
know what are the reasons for it and what
vour General Manager (Southern Region)
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is doing for this. 1 wrote more thag half
a dozen letters. He has not given a pro-
per reply. They are changing the location
without your permission.

There is a village, Palavanthangal, 16
kilometres away Madras Airport. We are
told that 46 lakhs of rupees have been
sanctioned for the construction of an
underground, But they are spending the
money 1% miles away from that place.
We are spending that much of money in
some place where we do not have any
project. It will not be useful for anybody.
You can write a lefter to your General
Manager. T want to know at what stage
exactly the matter stands at present. Not
only that,

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil Nadu):
Let them call for a report on this.

SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM : We
have got broad gauge upto Central Station.
Except that particular place, not even a
single kilometre of metre-gauge has been
converted into broad-gauge railway line.
After 1947. ie. 38 vyears after, except
in one place, we have not tried to convert
metre-gauge into broad-gauge because no-
body is representing our area in the Rail-
way Ministry. Thal must be the reason
for that. You are a youngman dedicated
to integration and unification, That is the
slogan, T know.

You can come to ow aréa or you can
send your representatives. Let them
check up almost all the places, [ am not
asking that you should spend the entire
amount only in my place. 1 am asking
you to spend it without any discrimination.
We are not getting a proper share. Every
year we are asking for the same thing. If
you go through the earlier Budget, we
were asking for the same thing. Every
yvear we have been asking for the same
thing and it has not been properly respon-
ded to. As I said earlier, we should have
a double line from Thambaram to Ching-
leput. Now, we have got a single line.
Moreover, with one single line we had a
population of 10 lakhs. Now, our popu-
lation in the Madras city is 16 lakhs. Still
we have a single line. If a train goes on
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this line. another train has to siop at one
of the places. After that train crosses
that place, this train can move on, There-
fore, unless and until we have a double
line upto Chingleput from Madras Beach,
we will not be able to solve this problem.
With the increase in population, the prob-
lem will be more serious, specially for the
citizens of the Madras city. Now, there
iy another thing. 1 am encroaching upon
the other States also. There is the Banga-
Jlore-Pondicherry ling connegting Hosur,
Krishnanagar and Thiruvannamalai. This
is a very important line, This will be
helpful to more than 18 lakhs of people.
This line between Bangalore and Pondi-
cherry. connecting Hosur, Krishnanagar
and Thiruvannamalai is an important linc
and it should be given due consideration.

Then, Sir, we have got the Rapid Tran-
sit System for the Madras city. Last year,
I wrote a letter to your predecessor, Mr.
Ghani Khan Chaudhury, I used to com-
sider him as my brother, not because of
my size but because he used to speak to
me very often. 1 asked him, “Why don’t
you consider this Rapid Transit System?"
He said that he was going to consider it.
Afterwards, when I come to see the Budget
I found that he gave it not to Madras
but to Calcutta. I am telling you. Sir.
that this Rapid Transit System is very use-
ful. 1 told you just now that the popu-
lation which was 10 lakhs earlier has now
grown to 16 lakhs, But you are spending
only Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 lakhs every year or
this scheme. 1 would request you, Sir
that this transport system should be imp
lemented within three years. Unless anc
until we complete this scheme within thres
years we will not be able to solve the
transport problem in our Madras city
And we hope, Sir, that you will discharg
this responsibility of implementing thi
scheme within thtee years,

Another thing, Sir, is the railway lin
from Rameshwaram to Ramanathapuran
You know, Sir, that Rameshwaram ha
got a cultural link. Whenever anybod
says that he had been to Kasi, he als
says that he had been to Rameswaram
That means, he has travelled throughou
the length and the breadth of this coun
try, from Kasi fo Rameshwaram. Rames
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waram has got a cultural link and it 1
segregated by the sea water. Even our
{ishermen were attacked by the Ssi Lankan
Army and the Si1 Lankan Navy. These
fishermen aie now unemployed. They are
all staying at Rameshwaram and Ramana-
thapuram. We have unemployment prob-
lem. especialiy in Rameswaram after the
atlack of our fishermen by the Sri Lankan
Navy, We huave mentioned about the pre-
carious position of our fishermen so many
times on the floor of this House, Our
Minister also said that they would solve
this problem. Tf you just Inik this
Rameswaram with  Ramanathapuram, it
will just be a boon to these fishermen who
are now unemployed. [ personally ap-
peal 10 you. Sir, to take up at least this
yesponsibility of creating a new line from
Ramzswaram to Ramanathapuram, And
that will give some employment to our
fishermen. And also, Sir, from Vijaya-
wada 10 Arakkonam, we have got the
broad gauge line. After reaching the Cen-
tral, which is the heart of the Madras city.
you will find only metre gauge to the
south of the Madras city, For nearly 500
miles, you have got the metre gauge in
the southern part of the State. To which-
ever corner you go from the Madras city
towards the southern part, you will find
only metre guage. Unless and until we
have the broad gauge line throughout the
southern part, we cannot improve indus-
trially. For the industrial development of
my State, 1 request you, Sir. to see that
the entire metre gauge line from Madras
Egmore to the southern part be converted
into a broad gauge line. Then only there
will be a scope for development industrial-
Iv. I have also mentioned about the
vacant land there.

From Beach if you travel up to Tamba-
ram, we have surveyed last year, more than
250 crores of land are lying vacant. One
acre of this land costs nearly Rs. 20 to 25
lakhs. You just calculate how much it
comes to, Instead of increasing the
freight and fare rates, if you sell this land
after valuing it properly. you can get thou-
sands and thousands of crores by selling
this vacant land, These are very impor-
tant things. You can enhance your reve-
nue on the one hand and also reduce the
cost of scason tickets and railway fares.
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Then, Sir, what I want to say is that we
have given some relief in the general fund.
But we have increased our rates, as far
as the Railway Budget is concerned. But
out of this fund you are not spending
throughout the country but only in one
part of the country, wherever you like or
where the interested parties bring pressure
upon you to spend. They do it with the
help of our Ministers. I want to request
you onc thing, since vou are new to tnis
portfo’io and Ministry. On behalf of my
pally and on behalf of my State, I would
1equest you to come to our State Tamil
Nadu, especially the southern part of the
country, and see whether anything has
been developed for the past 20 to 25 years
as we have done in the rest of the coun-

try. 1 do not want to mention any areas
specifically. But our part of the country
has bsen completely ignored. We have not
taken interest to develop as much this
part of the country, [ request you, Sir,
to hindly look into this problem. We
should get our proper share. I am not

asking for more. We are coming from a
distance of more than 1500 miles away.
We represent the people living in that part
of the country, We represent our State,
We have to work for our constituencies.
1 have to ask you to give a proper share
lo our State by spending more amount
and by implementing more schemes and
provide us the money that is due to us and
creat: a fine and colourful atmosphere in
our State and we will definitely say that

our Minister is responsible for all these
deveiopments, Kindly ensure the responsi-
bility for implementing these schemes.

sft A FE WG STEWNT
LS, & s set & fordr afiage &1
qGH TIT A § WK AT A &
fl SEF1 IwEm g mEws &
777 ag fragw a1 @ avey # fe 59N
AAAET T AEEFA T 3@ W
4E TV AL AT R Wqrer agwr A,
¥z ag W fR - #
oY &, T iRt €1 6F w0 FY
A W g, 7% avsAl w1 fawmr #y
AT AT oW W @ 9§ A
arfeR wiT 49 =nfgd 7 99 7 wream
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T q7 {A77A0 qg0 gMr @9 a® A
ol €1 47 9T qT¢T 773 47 12 93z
qTT & IT T FH T} I FT47 g |
@ &1, f3fqa #1 o @i ;M
gaTe w1 CET fROAT F704T, TqF 47
Y foerar @z T qr A s1E fE 4w
8 F7 gRd g AW qEr fa=re w14,
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I {eFz &1 A7 F T4T AT T 340
Ty gad {5 AT 5o & fadz wFT
fra ag & draw fesz T @ wed
F1q sﬂr simagiaa fzsai ¢ grEr
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qfeRT g1 AT g ST & ¥ A fowz
A il snﬁ 2 W AW FT gHEAT
HfoFT FLIF Z 1 AT A LA -
aeq AET &1 AFAT 5w g AW

aratR(a feAl § & o oy fewe
qHT A A% ¢ H A9AAT§ fx IAg

AT g Al &Tfaufa &l Hﬁr g7
ATATFT ATq 2 AT H I8 & geey H
FAT AEAT &

Tq § AT T F( WL T qa]
FT A1 ATHIA FIAT ATGAT 3 | 48
~afafeq g f& fagr o7 fawer  gan
s 31 fagre #1 ag A g 2
3IqF OF Ty, FAMaF v wAy 7T
g & At gg A ARE (v ¥ fE
fage % fax #dy 35 w& 71 297
Fife Tt 7 WA ® fage § sa
RIS U EA F faaga van
gt £ & o1 FT o3 A 7 owaw
¥z wrcrﬂr T wgr o1 & zad faze |y

94 {Twer gur ARl ...

SHRI MADHAVRAQO SCINDIA: If
the hon. Member would allow me, I
would like to clarify. Bihar has the
highest ratio in Tadia in regard to route
Kms. 1o land area.

W WwTE WIRETS
¥ fadga #T a0 91 5 3gg w=xl
1§ F ag 99w ¥09 9T F1 AT AT
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A @ § AT W AT wa“m
Ffasafel #t a FF I g
ot aifsamde fearg 3@ & /a ﬁé_
afear 787 2 @wdr wifs Sgt W™

qT=I9Y,
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[t vz W]
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& 1 gn o {5 | At agT ae |
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a1 a1 IR wg or fe damEr Wik
TATRE & dra dfy  arzd @
STl | 3% St ¥ 9Ed AW,
@i Al W WY, 98 F;
et TS ? FEN gAwIA Wifer #
ag Wit wwamd fzar gt fw s
w9 & @ | Ag 9T FG W@ I,
HA 94T € & | agt & i & A

q ST IO FT &Y a1 @
o & o9y vy T gk g AT
fragT § f& swar wer Qo
ST |

g fragT ag & fo 9 ® oS
@ A g A S a| dgA @y
139 W qF AW I FFE
IAFT QA F AiE 0 fag §
gfaw fagm &1 v F fau S
dTdt @A qe SreAr 9w g )
o 30 fer AR cfaelt fage
I NRT & JIFT fgedl F1 I gTar-
ara & dryr grE g0 AW G 3w
cfar &1 faF@ & 93T | W q1a
ST #¥ AA FE W AnE awie
wTqu g ofY g, AArETT T ey aga
F grenas st fem ar @ S
e 7 fore dex A & ag )
w5 fEor 1 ag g § fr dauw fage &
Sg € | F8t arg st ¥ ¥ uw
fafn & 1 dgAry wErRw 1 aEr
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s g T 9fT A W g, aee F
TN H 15T 20 AT ITET A E
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gfe a@aT ¥ 1

st (AT WRGW . T 0
agh awr & A g AfEEr wlen
g, st st &Y, W AW o §
TFT @ @A g0 gH 48 Jrfey
a7 fF I AT gH T A T
¥ o | #UWl & 997 H odn g fx
FAFAT A AR FATT g7 M7
YT &F q AT NERAT 9 gewT
e A g, AGIR AR aguw FeX
AR [@9T7T @ F7 719 Tl AT
AT F AT ATAT & ) sA AW J
ST sEear &t Y ag #g A F
a9 ¥ S #Y g dr #%
el SFmE feaeae s femi |
fmst 8 [qUT F oF AT FE
TS AR HH FI0A [SFerdT FT
faar |\ fwaar § g9 agaw & a9
93, 9ETT &1 FgTE g, Igi U W M
Trae FT AT FT & | AT G AT
g F agl #wuAT AW § 9gq HT
IAEW F | TG AT WAT 9T A
AW @1 F CHIHW 9T Igd | QY
TEEAT AT qF AT AT @R )
g X § FUIT AN 9 F FR

Y SHHT WE ATEA 9T @1
SaT g arfe @i gt @ 3T
7 SRR LECER
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2 o frder @ f& oow 9X faE
FEAT = |

faedy =T gzAT &1 SIET AT
T & ddg ¥ fAded FCA AR
qeef At a gy e ag A A
F BT 9T TE@T g g TS TAEH
F1 gz WA @ gx 9@ A A
qEar & ar foar firear § faFAdTE
s fem WO @ & A WA
3% F1 5 o gy eer af fF A
waade faah afer giar fazanal
forgr ga1 & | g1 ag & & WX
¥ fawelte wmdr § 37 gz ¥ §iE
R AT F1 e FT A w57 3§ F ag
sTREE 37 2, 9g agd Squwr gl |
Tir ag ¥ fr e qr fagaelEn
frar gan g1 2 ag fegar #& FT
WNAGE ¥ WA W@ @ AR '
foq av faar glar & g 93 A
T @ § 1wy & A fed 0F
gay ¥ Wax & devgw § 1 W7
AqE gqT & GAY A ]A g AN
szfor afgm 47 @ & &, § W
Yarx ¥ gAaR 3 g fE g
wfr mw #r @we w7 A A
Fzfor afaw g8 T & ) W A
yafar qfae d@ifag @ S g ag
a% S&f a% Arg 2 | & @w@ @r
TgT 9T | WF AAF A qEW A}
#3 w9 a¥ ¥ ¥ar o s Awd Aried
dt S w7 WA &1 d5 & fawrenar
¥ ) A Gra SRR W W @
gq&,a‘r%i%%rﬁm%ﬁm
FFAT 1 W ©EH I, FF T
3IqT FT A (g54 F & FT AT
UF HE aF A @ F FFC &3 TEar
a1 #37 M9 giaT | a9 &4 fad) anE
F @y gmr | of & fesi AT
gea 1 fesat av ¥y gow g fF
uyTFeAmrT aF a1 2% g, A
T T FAE AT AT w0 AT
gz feafr & f 7 a1 S fagh AW
wEy §HIT A & qrATE A W
FT T § | 93y Wi ¥ gwE AW
q W w3 9, afeT qw o wE
0 &1 74T &, 98 NAT HU GACA T
& wE T Ty @y & A e
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F1 T @ FLE af AT gIFt
gfra #1 sl gaAd g, w1 a4
TO TEAT & T 2 AT A § JaHy
qq FIE GAAT & | @ET & G A
W IEET A AT WY AE ATAA
& 1 g8 FATT FAT [YAT A AT
@I} | 37 g9 qunfal # gw A
FT ZJA FEAT 9397 § | ZHTC 79
TS HAY S 43 wzem @fad 1§
FAT FTH gATE & Ranfrat 1
F¢ AT IgHT quy fruffa 37
gl # W AMFT AE F qE q@AT
¥ fam o™ AR gag A9 FTW 9%
EF AX1 FE A AT A A AT
g AT qifqmHe & 9w a@%
qdr FarT o F7T AT, 78 4G
fraza &

qur dfaw fraeT wwer ¥ Fga
grral fagy & oW & et =)
T § A FET AWRAT § 1| AT AL
fea AT ZHFI GEEE & | gH
dnl F1 ag gfagr s 4§ gma
sarfqge off gaR Qe ST S
ar| s g A Rmr o g fv @
d1 To &0 dro § T FFy &, AfFa
AT FFATAT F7 §7 A7T FTCH AT
T T FATH H FIAT AT Jahee FATH §
AT | F AL A1 TG AT AEAT 8 |
HIT AT § 5 Fealqus weqfavq §
aT% ATZE 2 | ag | AT 919 F&T A1
HEAT & aY &0 ITET 5y F g wX 7
qg UF T T T AT AT G & !
qg ITAT a1 FH AE & fF ;g @Ay
gIRT A0 FT aFd 2 | BT gH U
gfaam wre o, foeer @ @9 w@E A
ag gfaar w1 &Y 7% & 7 WA gA TR
qTg LN AT T T gH FEE FATT ° FT
FEAT Y ? an QY 717 gt fog off o
FATE FC AFAX a7 IqF (AL |t Te dro
dro #Y gfaar w7 Afser 1 7g T
FAT & | gg AT9=IT ¥ FraT AT AR

. TAT T2 EIHT @ AUT & )

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO
(Jammu and Kashmir): I have paid Rs.
160 for my companion just now.

ofY Tt wvege . §oag weal
wgm § fo ¥ oy S A
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[ U =g AT
2 HiT @F gdu T AWl 7 F,
ZOERl AT iF T AT )

SHRIMATI KANAK MUKHERIJIEE
(West Bengal): [ have al.o paid,

SHRI JAGESH DESAI (Maharashtra):
You can aftord. [ cannot afford.

SHRI MADHAVRAQ SCINDIA : Just
one clarification I want to bhave. Is he
talking about the companion or his wife
spouse?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): He is talking about
both.

SHRI RAMCHANDRA BHARADWAI:
There are bachelors also

SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM : Spouse

or companion. Let it be both.

SHRIMATI KANAK MUKHERJEE :
I have paid Rs. 320 today.

SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM: Spouse
and companion will not fravel simultane-
ously. Tt is better to have one.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA : I am
reminded of what Mr. Jagjivan Ram said
when he, was the Railway Minister. He was
asked whether this pass would be restric-
ted only for the wife or also for the com-
panion. Mr. Jagjivan Ram answered:
“The pass is for the spouse, not for the
spice”.

SHRIMATI KANAK MUKHERIJEE :
What is this? There is a different bet-
ween the two. We have (o pay extra.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (R. RAMA-
KRISHNAN): That is what the hon.
Member is making a request,

SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM : “Spi-
ces” are not expected 10 pay.

st TRETE  WRETSH AT,
¥ AEAT T Fdr STy g7 frae
TR A fF oo g owwT @
TR AT fa=me 71X 30ife o9 2w
AR FY AGT FT A W g
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WY AW gmd o Aw Al FT
AT 1

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKPISHNAN): It is a Jong-stan-
ding demand of all the Members and [
am sure the Minis'cr is seized of it

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV (Maharashtra): Now the Chair
also agrees with us,

St raEsE WS ¥ afta fagas
7g HIA( FAFAT 3 (Fmecdve)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (R. RAMA-

KRISHNAN) : Yes, Mr. Bharadwyj,
please proceed,
o GHETE  WITRS L]

i gz frdgA 4w GwA
fF F3T g St & W 6f43 w7
F AT ATA aF wre W Feaaafem
FHEY 7 g1 T TS AEA F A7
g g Wk T A0 g| Fgd aEd
F gag ¥ oAdr | A EAT wa F 3
™ S aE I9 fa & ansr wafaai
F AT F AT F W IqHT fEC T
T E T HN WMEF F ANF T W
T Sy 9T @\A 9rgg & g6y w
FeaAZfza FHE q9: | qieEAT A
T T S Va4 A FALT ¥ AT
¥ dEar 91 f&@ oqd st W
fgerm ST F®Y & aE0 a|r ar g
ST &8 | @fay & fAgaw s
Jgar § f5 = wafeat @ fafgam
& A FT & WIS | Fugwtemer
T, AT qA S ZIAT gAY foun
ad AT § WO weAaE &4 E
3 WET % qTa § I¥ g9 FT AN
FAT E

=t wwx fag ardan ([E) ¢
IYAATETRT HRISH, TS EHTL AT AT
ofermr Y g9 937 Y99 argd HiR
famm @ @ W *1 g@q N g,
39 qfiqd §wT deEfFEr F aifas
gl W T WT INF AT 47T
IVE IT AW FI AT § a1 arew
T a8 &9 g fwosw A &
I 39T 31 A, foFaAr rer



245 The Budget

TZqr, fFA7  TAG AN ¥ 47d
agir, TA4T fWRr § oW e @
Histr ¥ s ¥ 5w oqw @
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df ;T 25-40 A & am dqr
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oM aQr Gl @ 1 ¥ast 7 swiEy
TAFT HAT A @1 g1 FuifE 78
FATE AT AT | ¥qa I A v
LT FATE FT T AT 1 AT 2UTIT
ifegm Y@q 7 N wATE A A
“r?ferﬁ-sﬁmagwracr EN S
aEr G a7 T F 0 zgfa¥ Io-
AT e ﬂ'{razr § agm g &
¥MG g F TN T YW 7 FA
3T JACA a9 F A4 TEHET ATARA
faarar oA 1w HfEfgr wreAfAw
WE d FT & o A g9 &
Atq Y Y@@ Fewe Fr Y grsd #
93¢ AT Arfgy, oy w4 feRis
2 a9e W T F AT H OAEA
F1 qrerder 4 fasmr I1r Ty ot
aF 2 @F far b ogrm gt
ST gATY FW AT HAT SF T AT 3L,
UF{AT, AGFAL AT AT F ﬁrr
i, g9 fedi gF IRl qa F9
HIT AT g9 FIUF g9 TA AT
AT § A KT ATRT | AW Tq
#T ZFH gad d  fad ;@™ H
FEN T B omAEr W A
TET Y g € 1w T ;AT
TAFH FEAT &1 Al W & W ¥
aad Ffa @ FEl T FEEd
Ffer oT Y 39FT ¥ W AT Gl
& == AT gE FS AT
ga% & R # FT mq%w“rarar%?
o & WA e = @
& % ¥, foay ww 96t ¥, oy
mrtrra*(aqamﬂ%'aw gq
utas & mfas W faer 3 FHT
19T qﬁﬁfamﬁ F AT 7 O 'a* ?
d1 FAArg FE FW FE g, I
g% &M & (¥ SAR xr*“r
gfgard & aifd 3 oAy wwar 4
nfad TTH &% q& X TOH 7@
§ gart @ AT W WE FT T
g 4 Fg T A F S A

b
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Tar #H € | WX 4T LF F
AFEAl 81 A1 39 ¥ TAFA A A4
fFaT T SFAT € 0 TUSH ¥ TEG H
aifzal F1 9@9 FT 9T gRU A
§.30 T, 9 TN AT 10 aF 4T
FE7 TEY UTT 36—10 AT FE S
Fad T, ¥ W THY TET FH
9y AEE uT 7 mfm sSadr §

1T 7 ORAT WM IR w F ar
arsr R @iT ¥ Jqh A} 9g
W 92 F ANE 9D Y2 § moq
™A T 9T WOAT 1 3wE W
43 FT §HE &9 S famd g@Er
TEl AR A FT OAHT fgq gwAc
g\ ®T agE ¥ ArEr &7 SRy
aﬁr%mw&ﬁ#gﬂ%&rw
& s F fau g FwG fzue &,
F2l 97 T feuie @1 5 wew faar

nu, Y
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W WAy q TE SFT T IT
FIOEHET 321398 f&7 4 | 7w
agr @fw f& wm s qTET g
g a1 W | W WY TH 7 A

%aﬁmgqnmar e q
—znaT g  ITHT FWEHZ ITIIUE
FX qUE T SART & AT aw
e S O A o 1 B
wureT AW freem sarEr gfaar @
AT TE AT s"ﬁﬁa’éf%ﬁm
g FrEHT MEY § Avy aanr §
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Ty WY ww Ifew FW FT gEa §
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[+t @i fug agaT]
T TG Al uNOH FPeaE o
FL I AT AT FT F I8 F9 T
GEr

oA AW § W@ FUT 7 50
fFarEx aF a@r F9 qEt F
{m fFogr @gm@ #1 T B 1 2
oI fFEATET g% df 9§ @@ g,
FEIA | 3T AOAT | 98§ A TN
g, 9rRaT FHFwew W &, €T @R
T JAT AT, IHT 2 agam *
arg-gr  afadt 1 O waw gy
gyl & ) wafan A Fgm AR g fE
gt fFerieT & I9™@ IFHE 100
fraleT  § SuET @7 FET FEl
w1 fEar awem =fgr ar | m@oe
%2 ¥ Wt g @t frerfe @y 9|
B & 2 | AU 7 FEar g fF qi=
|1 f‘ar—r\mﬁ?( aF a1 IH & FIIA Y
A F ST AFT € | ]I ar ST
AufRfoady g, IR ST awelw
it & TEF T A W3 BT &7
TIF T BT I F TEAT @AW
T F9d gt g 81 feames
Ffaw @1 % gra s F A
FFAIFE G 9T £ | TEiEw ¥
Fgar wg g f& wmowy qiwal & s
15 & fFeniEy g% we 9T g
T ggen Afgy | AR F owed wdE
FLATE |

99 ¥ gaTk &M sfawl § @
HATHT FT FEWNX AT g aF
4 TR 9g@ 9T g9 @9 &
M AR "Hew W F gU § |
fredr 6 wEWI &1 fgama =T A0
Q?tréﬁr q 70-75 GRS FAq
A W9 fafree 9@ mg owE-
fafier € | TRidT  fafaex
gF ¥ FUY 10 wWIEE SWM &
mﬁ%n FH T 10 @R
g ? SH AR fampfe), da=asEy
FTIT 10 AT 7 F1S @Rz A&
81 agga & 5 owm gEE
UF O arEz 0% FT &, Ig Her o
FLETEAE | o F gy o
TR WA &) G fgamr g

‘qal A gy,
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ok ArRe fwdiafase gar afgy
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0T ¢ HAT UAHEE F STCAT, AW
amiy A fafaeee gediwr 200

oiq W@ GgH w@NT AN od
q Wy &1 MEe ¥ fAu o & =
gy F< e g ) garlr 3T & afd
M Sater AE AEr ger wAnfga ¢
Fi adel &1 A OF ME | W0
q3 7 W 24 9 R gg=ar g Al
gl A AW § @ aE 98 7
qOY WA AW 10 T S0
fer g 1 M9 ouY oz # fEd
@y 6 §T 1% TH T T FIRHT
F 60 GOWX ¥ & AR WO A
YHIT IV X 6 q@wE § 60 ¥
W O | TWE ame W W A
;rmﬁ?ﬁaa% T W FT 9T
X g, 9€ gfitg ot qv W g9 R,
FrOiEiz § wete WY A& foromr € o
g 5 T F FWRHE W UR
Uaﬁﬂﬁzﬁ'%ﬂf{ 60 TGT d &
AR uF gea § ww Afew fx wgr
w fred S g, T ded Ad
oUE TN ST & |

U] Agred, AT A9 At
H AT & | ®wMW AR 9 AT 80
sfaga wed wiE & E WiT wiEt &
aIEHl GEE & AT BRE-BET
mifedi ¥ S 5, 15 20, 25 fFl-
HIET 9T 9d+ 3’ grar § 899 9%
wﬁsﬁmélsﬁﬁgaﬂmrﬁ
Y fr A gl *@T 1 TAR AT
graa § a1 ey 'y AEr g, |
SRET lrt%:r @Y ¥ g0 edl 2
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g, WOl 9T S & giast =& it
¥ dY =T ®I-BRE uwel §, 9dY,
AFF I qC S fage@m & wiat
] I9AT & BR-BR I I TAG ]
IT 9T AN qr ATy G faar g
& amw wfe dRw 5 W o qu
Z1C

[saawmszer (sftadl &qw Rt |
drardr g%)

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Madam, Vice-
Chairman, I extend my congratulations
for occupying the Chair.

off %< fag a9t © I8 99 &%
ae Al § fE g e e @
gafere gw QU wfa@q qgr FT 909
&, Tl ez aro oS 8 A §)
¥ fagdt 59 @ 913 FEAT | 380
FUT 0T T Srfasa adr oAt
& fou a1 marar | 3@ 380 FI0T
d ¥ AT 228 FAT WY F @Al
fEar T AR 152 FAT 9T a9
AT ) AT ST 152 IS WE AT
UF g1 § & @ FG7 | 99 380
FUT AT 5 qQ1F & far  fagr @
grar 152 ®IT AT OF  qIT A
T F97 | T/FT qaad (& QU agr &
a1 747 GEE A & 98 9§ afew
g ot & afws oemm arET Wi
¥ feam T 991 @9 537 ¥ [0 49
# gohfaadt 7 & ol soq REw
A GEAT W TINT werfA wAEe
T 74T § AV gIAr faguse qrd
qifafeag & confam FHEA 9T 29
SEET  FFO Wifgw fF ¥FF g4I
fafedls & mewr & 1 @ fafee-
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SHRI SUBAS MOHANTY (Orissa) :
Madam Vice-Chairnfan, T must thank you
for giving me this opportunity to take part
in this Budget discussion. The Railways
which is considered to be the largest pub-
lic undertaking in the country not only
constitutes the lifeline of the nation’s io-
land transport but also has become a
vital force in proomoting industry and
developing trade and commerce.

Much has been said about the increase
in freight charges and passenger fares.
And some have stated it to be a sick in-
dustry. 1 fully endorse that view and I
agree with what the Members have said.
But what for it is called sick? And why
the passenger fares and freight charges
have been increased? The simple reason
is that over the decade, the fares and
freights have not kept pace with the con-
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siderable rise in imput cost. And in the
name of subsidy in passenger fares and
freight charges, we have allowed ‘he
Indian railways to become physically and
financially sick. And those who admit
its sichness, must agree to get it cured at
one point. And that is what the present
Budget is. As a public utility service and
to discharge its social responsibility, tihe
Railways have to generate sufficient funds
within, And doing out subsidies and
ruining its entire economy is not at all
desirable. It is really commendable that
the Railways have desisled from automa-
tically escalating the cost every year,

Considering the increase in the cost of
the railway inputs for the fast two ycars,
the corresponding rise in freight and pas-
senger fares would have been 22 per cent
on an average which. however, is limited
to 10 per cent and 12} per cent in
freight and passenger traffic respectively.
Hence I compliment the hon. Railway
Minister and welcome his budget for hav-
ing the courage to realise the need of the
hour and present a budget having some

beneficial measures to set the Indian rail-
ways on the right track.
The hon. Railway Minister has given

due consideration to the needs of the com-
mon man by exempting from the increase
in fares the passengers tiavelling within 30
kilometres. which forms a substantial pro-
portion of. the railway passengers. It is
no mean concession. In fact, 55 per cent
of the total passengers travelling in 2nd
class do travel less than 50 Lkilometres. So,
it is the question of 45 per cent of 2nd
class passengers who are affected and not
the entire lot. But, in spite of all these
things, T would request hon. Minister to
extend this concession up to 100 kilomet-
res, which will benefit the common people
most,

Madam. it is appreciable that the far-
mers have been given the benefit of a
33 per cent reduction in the case of sugar-
cane traffic moving up to a distance of
100 kms. Moreover, T must congrawlate
the hon. Railway Minister who has also
given concession to the youth of the coun-
try in thix international year of the youth.
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1 wish the concession allowed for the dis-
tunce would have been move to facilitate
the youth to move to far off places of the
country,

Madam. so far as the safety perform-
ance is concerned, one showld not feel
complacent only because we have shown
considerable improvement in the univeisal-
ly accepled indev of safety peiformance.
All efforts should be made to see that no
precious human life is heing paid as the
cost of rail accidents, Various technologi-
cul safety devices should be provided and
the auxiliary warning system should be in-
stalled espeditiously. It is now necessaty
to maintain the opetational as sets at
desired level with the renewal of overaged
track, rep'acement of coaches, wagons and
other equipment, For this reason, I am
one with the Railway Minister in seeking
additional allo'ment in subsequent years
50 as to make up the shortfall in the allot-
ment of the very first year of the 7th Five
Year Plan, which is discouraging and will
not enable the Railways to gear up lo
meet the incieasing challenge of lhe day.

The hon. Railway Minister has rightly
concentrated on certain vital items like
track renewal, project oriented lines and
works which  are nearing completion.
While doing so, Orissa having vast rural
and tribal popu'ation has not been given
is due share in the present budget though
the State has developed an industrial in-
frastructure keeping in viesw the proposed
rail {inks. So, may I suggest that the on-
going projects for establishing new rail
links should be classified according to
their economic importance and  priority
should be given to complete the most
urgent and viable projects? The Talcher-
Sambalpur rail link, being one such de-
serving lo be given priority for it will give
an economic return of 13 per cent which
is much mote than the minimum for the
prescribed new rail links. This link will
not only shorten the distance of western
and coastal Orissa but also make a direct
access o Northern and Central India to
Talcher where FCI, coal fields, heavy
water plant, aluminium smelter and pro-
posed super thermal is coming wup. The
Jakhapura Banshapani rail link and Raya-
gada-Koraput rail link needs a time boand
programme to avoid serious constraints on
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the economy of the Stafe. 1 hope, hon'ble
Minister will give dug consideration ta it.

Madam, [ once
Thank you.

Belore [ conclude,
again welcome the Budget.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
KANAK MUKHERIJEE):
Yadav...Not here. Shri Dharam Chan-
der Prashant, Mr. Prashant, you have
seven minutes only.

{SHRIMATIL
Shri Ramanand

SHRI DHARAM CHANDER PRA-
SHANT (Jammu and Kashmir): Madam
Vice-Chairman, at the outset I thank you
for givnig me time for expressing my
views on the Railway Budget.

Madam, much has been said by the
hon. Members on the Railway Budget
and various suggestions have been ad-
vanced. I loo want to express my views
on certain issues pertaining to my State
of Jammu and Kashmir so far as the
railways are concerned. There is a long-
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standing demand for a daily day-time
train belween Delhi and Jammu. It is a
demand of the public and a demand of
the State Government because there is a
huge rush of passengers from various
parts of the country to Jammu from where
they proceed to Kashmir and  Vaishno-
devi. The number of pilgrims who visit
Vaishnodevi every year is 13 lakhs, and
four lakh tourists go to Kashmir every
year. Besides, such a day-time train will
benefit the State of Himachal Pradesh
also, which has sacred shrines and tour-
ist spots like Dalhousie fand Dharam-
shala. Further, since this train will have
to pass through Haryana and Punjab,
both these States also will be benefited.
Madam, such a day-time frain is needed
because it is a bit difficult for the passen-
gers to have reservations as the number
of passengers is very high and their
names are on the waiting list for 10, 12
or, sometimes, even 15 days. So, a day-
time train will avoid the problem of re-
servations, If my suggestion is not feasi-
ble, then I would suggest to the hon.
Minister of State for Railways that the
present train known as Shalimar Express
or Holiday Express should be converted
into a day-time frain, It will not involve
any extra expenditure but solve the prob-
lem of the people of Jammu and Kashmir
State and Himachal Pradesh.

The second issue I would like to place
before the hon, Minister is the Jammu-
Udhampur rail link which is under cons-
truction. The foundation stone of this
rail link was laid in 1983 in the month of
January by the late Prime Minister, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi. At that time the then
Minister of Railways announced that this
project would be completed in 1987. But,
after the lapse of two years and three
months, even one-fourth of the construc-
tion work has not been completed because
adequate funds are not allocated. This
year there is an allocation of only Rs.
1.07 crores for this huge project which
will involve, according to the present esti-
mates, Rs. 69 crores. If one crore of
rupees js sanclioned every year, the pro-
ject will then take sixty-nine years when
the cost will go up to hundreds and hun-
dreds of crores.
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So, this is penny-wise pound-foolislf
policy. So, this is my request that at
least Rs. 6 crores should be sanctioned
every year for the railway project linking
Udharmpur with Jammu, And I also re-
quest the hon. Minister to start survey
between Udhampur and Srinagar (Kash-
mir) for extension of the railway up to
Kashmir, Tt will not cost much. Only
Rs, 20 lakhs or Rs. 25 lakhs are needed.

About punctuality of the railways, the
railways are becoming punctual, but again
1 say that they are not punctual accord-
ing to the wishes of the people. Parli-
cularly the Jhelum Expres which c¢omes
from Pune to Jammu, is sometimes late
by nine hours, ten hours. On one day it
was late by 13 hours. So, punctuality
should be the watchword of the railways.

Then, the calering syslem at the rail-
way stalions and inside the trains is not
up to the standard. It should be impiov-
ed.

Another thing is that people drink in-
side the trains. It is not heard. 1 have
seen with my own eyes people taking
liquor in first class, second class and air-
conditioned coaches also. The railway
station has no authority to stop this evil
of drinking inside the trains. They should
be empowered, given more powers to sfop
the drinking habits in the trains. This is
nuisance for those who do not drink. I
remember, about a month back one man
was drinking. He offered me. I told
him, “I am a teetotaller.” Then he gave
it to a senior army officer, I asked him.
He said, “I cannot control it because 1
drink.” This evil should be checked ef-
fectively inside the trains.

With this, T conclude my speech.

SHRI BHUBANESWAR  KALITA
(Assamt) : Madam Vice-Chairman, [ rise
to support the Budget presented by the
hon, Minister of Railways. The Railway
Budget which has been introduced in this
House has generally to be welcomed.

The hon. Railway Minister has presen-
ted a pramgatic Budget by taking a realis-
tic approach. He was under certain cons-
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traints and had certain compulsions, The
financial health bequeathed by the hon.
Railway Minister would not have allowed
sufficient funds to replace the over-aged
tracks and rolling stocks. Fourteen thou-
sand kilometres of irack are overdue for
replacement. Coaches, locomotives, brid-
ges, signalling equipment need overhaul
and replacement. In fact, the Indian rail-
ways are almost sick, and, therefore, it is
necessary 1o raise further funds and in-
vest them for all these purposes.

Madam Vice-Chairman, the need of the
hour for the raliways is to modernise the
whole system. I am happy that in the
Budget top priority has been given to
itrack renewal, computerisationy, telecom-
munication and electrification, But my
suggestion to the hon. Minister is to give
priority to the improvement of the ser-
vices also. The Indian railways are poor
in both amenities to the passengers and
punctuality of the ftrains. Then, again,
these schemes for improvement and mod-
ernisation require heavy investments. So,
it is necessary for the railways to gene-
rate adequate internal resources, Instead
of being parasite on the general revenues,
it will have to mobilise its own internal
resources. Therefore, adequate attention
should be given to this aspect so that the
modernisation schemgs are not delayed
for want of resources.

| THE Vice-Chairman
krishnan) in the Chair].

(Shri R. Rama-

Mi Vice-Chairman, Sir, I take this op-
portunity to thank the Honourable Railway
Minister for being considerate towards
the needs of the common man by giving
exemption in passenger fares for a dis-
tance upto 50 kilometres, The fifty per
cent concession to the youth group upto
1000 kilometres is a laudable step parti-

cularly in the context of the “Interna-
tional Year of the Youth”. Similarly, the
concession of thirty-three per cent in

freight rates for sugarcane traffic moving
upto a distance of one hundred kilometres
is also a welcome step.

I would also like to take this opportu-
nity to draw the kind aftention of the
Honourable Railway Minister to some of
the burning problems faced by the passen-
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gers of my State in particular and the
North Eastern Region in general.

At the very outset, I would like to

congratulate the Railway Minister for ful-
fitling the long-standing demand for broad-
gauge line extension upto Assam complet-
ing upto Guwahati. At the same time, [
would request the Railway Minister to
extend it upto Dibrugarh.

Secondly, schemes should be taken up
for connmecting Dibrugarh with North bank
across Brahmaputra river. It is pertinent
to point out here that the people of Assam
are grateful to the present Railway Minis-
ter for his valuable contribution when he
was the Defence Minister,

The people of Assam are grateful to him
for connecting middle Assam with the
North bank by a road bridge at Silghat.

But the whole of Upper Assam is still
not connected with the North bank beyond
Guwahati by a railway line. Therefore,
I would request the Hon'ble Minister to
take up this project for construction of a
rail-cum-road bridge at Dibrugarh imme-
diately.

The work on Lanka-Badarpur alterna-
tive broadgauge line should be started im-
mediately as the survey has already been
completed.

The scheme for a new railway line
should also be taken up immediately to
connect Bathata Charali with Khoirabari
via: Mangaldoi which is a district head-
quarter,

We have also placed a demand before
the Railways to introduce a circular rail-
way for the city commuters of Guwahati.
1 request the Railway Minister to consi-
der it sympathetically.

Lastly, the passenger services should
be improved in order to attract more pas-
sengers. The movement of goods by
Railways should also be speeded up. The
seat reservation from Guwahati to New
Dethi by Tinsukia Mail should be in-
creased. The number of seat reservations
from Guwahati to Delhi by this Mail had
been reduced. I request the Minister to
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looh nto this matlter. The most impor-
tant thing is that allotment of wagons for
the movement of essential commodities o
Assam and North-East Region should be
increased. The public distribution system
Is virwally on the verge of collapse due
lo non-availability of sufficient wagons in
that region.

With these few woids, 1 suppoit the
Railway Budget.

SHRY V. GOPALSAMY : My, Vice-
Chairman, Sir, the hike in {reight and
fares has come down heavily upon the
commuters as well as all seclions. The
12.5 per cent increase on passenger fares
and the [0 per cent increase in freight
rates will definitely put a heavy burden on
all sections, particularly the tfarmers and
middle and Jlow income groups. The
prices of essential commodities like wheat,
rice, pulses and salt are bound to go up.
Sir, because of this hike, the net addi-
tion w0 the revenues 1is Rs. 495 crores.
But 1 am surprised that this exercise has
not led to a 1ise in the Plan outlay in
1985-86, which has been retained at the
previous level of Rs. 1,650 crores. So the
Plan a'location is very low, The Railways
are lhe infrastructure of our country's
economy. The Railways’ claim of Rs.
18.000 crores for the Seventh Plan will
never be met. The inadequate outlay of
Rs, 6,572 crores in the period 198085 has
been largely responsible for the heavy
back-log in respect of replucement of rail-
way track, and sick and overaged rolling
stoch.

Sir, though I want lo speak on many
aspects of the Railway Budget, the time
al my disposal is very short. So it is my
bounden duty to speak about the State of
Tamil Nadu, [ agree totally with my
hon. freind, Mr. Mohanarangam. Of
course, nowadays the Delhi bosses forget
the fact that Tamil Nadu also is still in
the map of India. We are trealed like a
colony, That is why you have totally
neglected the State of Tamil Nadu. I do
not blame you, Mr. Scindia. This is the
treatment we have been getting right from
the ‘fifties, If we go through the figures
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given in the Explanatory Memorandum
on the Railway Budget, we can see what
share we have got. We had been demand-
ing the Karui-Dindigul project for almos:
two decades. At last in 1981-82 this pro-
jeet was sanctioned, After repeated rep-
resentations from all  political parties,
from institutions like the Chambers of
Commerce. the project was sanctioned. This
project js the lifeline of the southern dis-
tricts of the State. And how much have
you  sanctioned for  this  project?
You sunctioned in  1981-82 Rs. 2 crores,
Then in 1982-83, a sum of Rs. 70 lakhs
was allotted. Then We, Members of Par-
liamenmt in both Houses from Tamil Nadu
raised our voice and because of our voice,
it was enhanced to Rs. 2.5 crores. Again
in 1983-84, the allocation was Rs. 1.75
vrores.  But the actual expenditure  was
Rs. 1.66 crores. Then in 1984-85, first
an amount of Rs. 4 crores was allotted.
Then we all represented and said, “This
is a very meagre amount; if you go on
allotting like this, it will take many years
to comp'ete this project.” When Mr.
Ghani Khan Choudhury paid a visit to
Muadurai, all representations came before
him and he announced there, “Definitely
we wifl allot more funds”. So an amount
of Rs. 10 crores was allotted last year. Now
you  have allotted in this bud-
get Rs, 3 crores, From your own figures,
the balance of sanctioned cost is Rs. 51.86
crores.  And this year you have allotted
Rs. 3 crores. It will take many years be-
cause even from your reply to my tues-
tion given on 13-3-1985 it is very clear—

“The parallel BG line is nearing
completion  between Milevittam and
Tirunelvelli. The overall progress of
the work on the new RG line between
Kurur and Dindigul is about 8 per cent.
The progress and completion of the re-
maining section will depend on avail-
ability of rewources in the coming
years."”

This is the reply you have given. Only
8 per cent of the work has been done. But
if you take into account the total project.
only 5 per cent of the work has been done
over the four years. Naturally it will take
decades at this rate. The balance cost is
nearly Rs. 52 crores and you have allotted
Rs..3 crores. You have almost shelved the
project, You are not going to implement
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the project. With all sincerity I lay this
charge because your purpose has Dbeen
achieved. You wanted to link Tuticorin
with the rest of India via Trivandrum.
There is a line from Tuticorin to Tirunel-
velli. You have done the work, You
have said it even in your Budget papers.
From Tuticorin to Tirunelvelli you have
constructed the BG line. From Tirunel-
velli via Nagercoil to Trivandrum the rest
of India is connected. That is the design.
Eatlier for the inaugural function of the
BG line betwen Nagercoil and Tirunel-
velli the great leader, Kamaraj, was theic;
Mrs. Gandhi came to the function. The
work started. The workers in our State
in our disfrict, with their sweat and with
their toil they started the work. The
BG line was constructed. T would like
to draw the attention of the Minister to
this particular point. This line was an-
nexed with the Trivandrum Division, We
demanded the line to be annexed with the
Madurai Division. At that time there was
an agitatian for seven days; trains never
moved from Tirunelvelli junction. Mr.
Kamalapati Tripathi was there. When we
represented, the Minister assured us that
because Madurai Division was a Metre
Gauge Division, we had annexed this line
with Trivandrum Division, but once it is
made a Broad Gauge Division, then this
line will be annexed with Madurai Division.
Now, of course. you have sanctioned the
Krur-Dindigul project which is a BG line.
Anyhow. according to your plan Madurai
Division is going to be a BG Division.
So you have to annex the line again with
Madurai Division. But what are you doing
now? You have completed the work bet-
ween Tirunelvelli and Tuticorin, but now
Trivandrum Division is enjoying the sur-
pius benefits. the profits, the freight piofit.
via Trivandrum. As far as Karur-Dindigu!
project is concerned. we have been totally
neglected. | can say the project itself is
shelved. One more point for the kind at-
tention of the Minister. You have slated
earlier there will be a parallel BG line con-
struction between Dindigul and Madurai,
but between Madurai and Tirunelvelli. There
won't be any parallel construction—only
conversion of MG line to BG line. I come
from Tirunelvelli. If 1 have to travel to
Madras, in that case, from Tirunelveili to
Madurai there will be only BG line because
you are going to convert the line, Then
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we will be coming by train on the Broad
G.auge but from Madurai to Madras there
Wi} be only Metre Gauge beyond Dindigul.
Then all the passengers will have to swilch
Over to the Metre Gauge line. So, this is
the problem. 1 am really surprised to sec
how the officials ignored this and failed to
lovk into this. That is why I want to draw
the attention of the Railway Minister to
this and T want to mention that there
should be a parallel construction betwesn
Mudurai and Tirunelvelli.

Now, Sir, T come to the question of alio-
cation of funds. The Railway Ministry allo-
Hed Rs. 4 crores for Kacur-Dindiga? fast
year. Mr. Ghani Khan Choudhury increas-
ed it to Rs. 10 crores. Now, [ would hike to
request the Minister to allot this time at
least Rs. 10 crores. He has allotted this
ime o1ly Rs. 3 crores. At least, you allow
the same amount of Rs. 10 crores as you
al ottec last year. Then, as far as the
Madra: Rapid Transit System is concerned,
how much have you allotted? You have
allotted only Rs. 2 crores. But the balance
of the sanctioned cost is nearly Rs. 48
crores. Qur West Bengal friends this time
have got Rs. 82 crores already. But, act-
ually, this project was considered first aud
the survey work was first done for Madras.
But, for so many reasons, the Calcutta pro-
ject was taken up and the work was started.
I do not grudge that and T do not have
any grudge against the West Bengal peopls,
But you should increase the allocation for
pioject also. As far as the Rapid Transit
Systemn for Madras is concerned, only Rs.
2 crores you have allotted. My friend, Shri
Mohanarangam, while he was speaking, said
that the people in Rameswaram are facing
attachs from the Sri Lankan people and
our fishermen are not able to go for their
fishering and they are suffering starvation on
account of this. But I would like to draw
the aitention of the Minister to one thing.
How much amount you have allotted for
the  Manamadurai/Rameswaram  section
and for the Pamban Bridge? You have all-
otted only one lakh of rupees. You have
allolted only one hundred lakhs of rupces.
But the total project cost Rs. 44 crores.
S0, the balance of money required to com-
plete the work is Rs. 43 crores and 99
Jakhs. You need Rs. 43 crores to complete
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the work. But you have allotted only one
lakh of rupees or a hundred thousand. Be-
ause of a cyclone some time back, the
oridge there totally collapsed and that was
the only link between the mainland and
Rameswaram. But there were some prob-
{fems with the contractors and in between
those problems also have been solved. Now
you have allotted only one lakh. The total
cost, the total estimated cost of the pro-
ject is Rs. 44 crores. So, this is the tre-
atment we are getling.

Again, [ come to the other works. Take
the case of the Parambur Loco Works. Mr.
Minister. it is the pride of Madras,

AN HON. MEMBER: It is the pride of
India.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Yes. I would
like to say that it is the pride of India. But,
for that pride, how much you have allo-
tted? My dear friend, you kindly listen to
me. For this project, they have allotted
only one thousand rupees. Just one thous-
and rupees only. But the total estimatc is
Rs. 334 lakhs. For a total project of Rs.
334 lakhs, you have allotted just a thous-
and rupees for the Perambur Loco Works
for undertaking periodic overhaul of loco-
motives, etc. The project is: “Proposed con-
version for undertaking POH of BG AC
electric locomotives and WDS 4B Diesel
Shunters.”™ You have allotted only a thous-
and rupecs for this work. That is why we
say that we have been totally neglected
and we are coming from such a far off
place, about 1,500 miles away, from this
place. But we do not see any reasonable
attitude on the parl of the Central Govern-
ment. We demanded a new coach factory,
another coach factory you need for Tamil
Nadu. In his reply to my demand, my sp-
cach on the Budget in 1983-84, the previous
hon, Minister for Railways, Shri Ghani
Khan Chaudhuri, stated in his letter that my
request for a new production unit either in
Madurai or in Ramanthapuranmt or in
Tirunelvelli would received due considera-
tion after the receipt of the Detailed Project
Report. This is the reply I got from you
predecessar. But 1 do not see any such
signal frem the Budget papers.
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Sir, as far as revenue is concerned, it is
my duty to draw the attention of the hon,
Minister to an important news-item app-
earing jn ihe Indian Express dated 6th
March, 1985, with the caption: Railway
lapse costs Government over 1 cr. T quote:

“The Indian Government has been
obliged to pay the World Bank about
Rs. 70,000 per day as ‘commitment
charges’ for an unavailed loan of Rs. 280
crore for the Indian Railways, the agree-
ment for which was signed in July last
year, Tt is learnt here the charges till
date amount to over Rs. 1.70 crore.

“In the agreement for the loan, which
is for the modernisation of railway work-
shops and railway electrification, it is sti-

pulateq that ‘commitment charge’-of 0.75
per cent would be levied till the time
the rajlways start availing of the loan.

“Another clause in the  agreement
makes finalisation of a foreign collabora-
tor by the Indian Railways for its Rs.
550-crores computerisation project a con-
dition for availing of the loan...”

(Time bell rings)

Sir, at one stage towards the end of last
year, the Union Finance Secretary is repor-
ted to have advised the Railway Board to
surrender the World Bank loan, but the
then Railway Board Chairman assured him
that the foreign collaborators would be
finalised shortly. T would like to know from
the hon. Minister what steps they are going
to take, because you are losing heavily cn
the one side and at the same time putting
the burden on the people.

Before, T conclude, I would draw  the
attention of the Minister to a serious mat-
ter. Pt. Nehru gave an assurance to the
non-Hindi speaking people that as loag as
is necessary English would continue. The
late Prime Mirdlgler Madam Indira Gandhi
also gave the same assurance. But I won-
der whether all the assurances have gone
with the wind, because our present Prime
Minister recently stated that the party to

which is ruling at the Centre, the same
party should rule the States also. They
want to bulldoze the States also. That is
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why again imposition is there, through the
backdoor. You are doing the same thing.
When you are giving the assurance, at the
same time your officials are thrusting it on
us. This is nothing but jingoism. There is
a circular issued by the Madurai Division
whereby the employees are compelled to
attend Hindi classes and to secure marks
more than 45 per cent. Otherwise as a
dereliction of duty they shall be punished.
This is a circular which has been sent to
the employees. They are compelled. You
are cowards. You don't have the guts to
say: that you have to earn our language.
But, at the same time, you give false pro-
mises. You say that there would be no

imposition, (Interruption) why do you
laugh?
SHRI KALPNATH RAI (Uttar #Pra-

desh):
laugh?

I do not laugh: Why should I

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: At the same
time, you are imposing it on people who
never accept your policy. So through the
Railways you are doing this things. It is
high time that the Minister intervened.
Such an order from a railway office, com-
pelling the employees to learn Hindi we
will never accept. (Time Bell Rings) we
have suffered detention in jails against
the imposition. We have shed our blood.
Do not think that our people could be
easily hoodwinked or could be easily taken
for a ride. So, as far as Tamil Nadu is
concerned, we have been totally neglected.
So when I speak on this Railway Budgct
with no uncertain terms I strongly condem
the attitude of the Central Government for
its partisan attitude, for its step-motherly
altitude, for its discriminatory attitude.
We will never learn Hindi. I do not have
hatred for Hindi, your language is the
national language and my language is also
the national language. Hindi is no more
there. But we do not accept your policy,
you may try to bulldoze but you will not
succeed. I request the hon. Minisier to
take into consideration my- points about
the allocation of funds as far as the pro-
jects for Tamil Nadu are concerned.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: Sir.
a number of hon. Members were very
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mueh exercised about the fact that they
wele unable to be accompanied by their
spouses. The Railway Minister, Mr. Bansi
Lal, has taken into consideration the views
of the Members of Parliament. In consul-
tation with the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs and the Ministry of Finance, he has
issued orders today restoring this facility.
I hope this will dispel fears in the minds of
Members about therr future domestic bliss.

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI R,
RAMAKRISHNAN): Such gestures shouid

be there in all matters:
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.

RAMAKRISHNAN)- Mr.

is no railway in Kashmir.

Matlo. Thore

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Never mind; somebody must speak. 1 weo-
uld like to bring to the kind attention of
the hon. Minister that a subject that has
not been touched in the speeches at least

which 1 have heard today is the
resource gap and nobody has said
what  we  should do  about it
In the short time at my disposal to

prepare my little speech, I find that our
gross traffic receipts for the year 1984-85
would come to about Rs. 5390 crores. Be-
ing a student of economics, I have roughly
calculated it that if you divide Rs. 5390
crores by 365 days, it comes to Rs. 14.76
crores per day. So the actual receipt
which is all cash. by the Railways per day,
according 1o their estimates, is Rs. 14.76
crores. 1 would, therefore, request the hon.
Minister to seriously consider issuing a
bond of Rs. 600 crores immediately which
he will be in a position to repay any time
because their daily income comes to Rs.
1476 crores which is to rise day
after day. Issue of this bond is all
the more essential because in the annual
plan for 1985-86, the amount has been
put at Rs 1650 crores and from internal re-
sources, an amount of Rs. 950 crores only
is available. So, there is a gap of Rs. 700
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crores which they feel could come from
general exchequer, Mr. Minister, the Fin-
ance Mimster will not oblige you by giv-
ing you Rs. 700 crores per year. You go
in for bonds exclusively for Railways and
these Railway bonds will be a good atiac-
tion becausc they will be readily payable
as vou have a daily income of Rs. 15
crores, as par my analysis and you are in
a position to repay the amount that you
get on these bonds. You must therefore go
in for bonds.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA. L 15
very doubtful whether . Finance Minister
will allow os,

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL.  MATTO.
No? Why? You can do that. If IDBI and
other financial institutions can go in for
bonds, if State Financial Corporations can
go in for public bonds, why should not
the Railways? My point is that, whatever
you have to get from the general reserves,
from the general exchequers, is very essen-
tial for expansion purposes. But if we are
left only with these resources, our ' =x
sion programme will be very small. This
is my humble submission.

The second point which T would like to
bring to your notice is that, out of hund-
red paise. 6577 paise comes from. fieight
alone ang only 26.60 paise from passenger
traffic. This 65.77 paise which you get out
of every rupee. from freight, could be
raised considerably if you have a general
outlook. T would soggest that a Committee
should be set up for rationalisation of
freight structure. 1 will give you an ex-
ample. 1 had some consignment of goods
to come from Bombay to Jammu Taw
It cost me less by lorry than by rail. But
it should have been the reverse. Then, I
went deep into it | found that there are
different classifications laid down by  the
Railways for different goods. This is very
old, laid down 1wenty-thirty years ago.
The reclassification will definitely help you
in getting more and more business. This
is very essential and you should go through
this exercise very earnestly.

I come to my touchy point. This is in
regard to the railway line from Jammu
Tawi to Udhamnur. This is a distance of
56.10 Kms only. This was started in
1981-82. The up to date expenditure on
this line is Rs, 5.24 crores. The total ex-

['19 MAR, 1985 |

. year again is Rs.

(Railways) 1985-86 294

pendituie duiing last year was Rs. 1 crore.
And to my surprise, Mr. Minister, the
amount which you have earmarked this
107 crore. This will
mean, il the next 50 years. (his line of
56 Kms. will not be completed. 1 wourd
eainestly request you to Kindly consider
this and see that Tore allocation ix made.
1 had the honour of listening to the I.n-
ance Minister’s specch the other day in
the Lok Sabha. when the presented tirz
Budget. when he said that the Prime
Minister is very ecager that on-going pro-
jects should be completed, before any new
projects are taken up. This is an on-going
project of 56 Kms. This is likely to take
50 years. I am afraid—of course, you are
young and may God bless you with long
life—you may not be there by the time
this railway line of 56 Kms. is completed.
1 would earnestly request you to recon-
sider this and increase this allocation of
Rs. 1.07 crore to 2 minimum of Rs. 5
crores during the current year. This
should be done and this is very essen.ial.

The other point which I would iikz to
make 1s that in the year 1905, under the
rule of Maharaja Pratap Singh, a survey
was made for a railway line from Rawal-
pindi to Srinagar. According to ‘'hat 1z-
port, which is in the archives of the
Jammu and Kashmir Government, only
Rs. 5 crores were (o be spent at that
time. The distance is 300 miles, between
Rawalpindi and Srinagar.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN) - You have missed the
bus,

SHRI MADHAVRAQ SCINDIA: He is
on the train.

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Times have changed. There is no doubt
about it. But at the same lime scientific
knowledge has also changed. Tt is not am~
possible. We have such railway  lines,
There is one in Switzerland. | do not re-
member the name, It is a tonguz-twister.
This is 16.000 feet above sea level, where
you cun go by ral It is not diﬁicu!t.
It is not impossible for you to iake rail-
way lines to any place. Now, when you
are taking this up to Udhampur, 1 would
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{Shri Ghulam, Rasoo! Malto]

earnestly request you to make a gestuie
of goodwill by earmarking Rs 25 lakhs
for survey to be made from Udhampur
to Kashmir for a railway line. At leust
we will come to know that Madhavraoji
considers Kashmir as good a part of India
as Gwalior and olher'places, so that we
will also come on the railway map of
India. This is all the more pertinent thag
during the Just year we had an output of
100 crores of apples but because of lack
of transport almost 50 per cent of that
got rotten. According to the survey that
we have conducted, in another 10 years
this figure will go up to 200 crores.

If the railways were there we could
load the apples right in the railway wa-
gons tight up to Bangalore. Madras and
other places where they could be processed
or stored, but now, as it is, they are rot-
ting due to lack of transport facilities. So,
priority has to be given {o railway line
in Kashmir and this is very cssengial.
Years ago, Mr. Minister, one of your pre-
decessors. who happened to be from Kash-
mir, had started an internal railway sur-
vey between Banihal and Baramulla. That
survey was completed, but nothing has
been done. 1 do not know whether it has
been scrapped or something is being done
for the internal railway in the Vallcy.
Something should be done about this thing
also.

Mr. Ministet. after a very very long time
I had the privilege of travelling by train
last night from Calcutta to Delhi. The
catering service is hopeless, My first ex-
perience is this. When T went to the Cal-
cutta railway station, when I entered the
small gate, [ found someonec asking me,
are you going by Rajdhani Express? Yes,
T said, and he asked. do you want a
ticket> He said that he can provide me a
ticket. Although T had my ticket, [ want
to know how is it that pcople are there
offering tickets even for Rajdhani Express?
When booking has already been done in
advance. how all these things are possi-
ble? This should be looked into.

The second point is, on this Rajdhani
Express, in the Second Class T tier, cater-
Ing service is hopeless. Tt js ridiculous to
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have such a bad catering in such a pres-
tigious train.  Although you have a lot
of idea of the Catering Corporation of
India, T would request you to Kindly see
that the Catering Corporation of India
comes inlo existence so that we can get
good food on the railways.

1 have to speak a lot but 1 would Lke
to end by saying that something is wrong
in the budgeting of the railways. The
ratio for railway revenue {o capital at
charge actuals for 1982-83 was 7.6 per
cent and the revised ratio for 1983-84 is
4.4 per cent, actuals of 5 per cent. This
needs to be looked into. Why should there
he deterioration? Why should not  the
ratio be 1aised? Why iy it getling worsg
year by year?

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA:
That is why they are raising fares year
after year.

SHRI GHULAM RASQOOL MATI1O:
The last point which T want to make is
about the passenger fare tax. Yon have
made a proposal that from Rs. 23.12
crores it should be raised to Rs. 95 crores
during the current year. This is a very
welcome step. T welcome it because it
goes 1o the State, but T am very sorry
to tell you that the State of Jammu and
Kashmir has not got a single pie so far
from this passenger fare tax. If it is
given, I stand corrected, but I may be
told what we will get this passenger fare
tax. What is due to us from this tax?

With this observation [ closc my
speech.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN) - Shri Ghulam Rascol
Kar.

SHRI S. W. DHABE (Maharashtra):
There is a function at 6,00 OQ’clock.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Yes, we will ads
journed before that.

ot A WA w7 (7 fdfag)
JRT IYTHT HIET, TAH TGA ATEA
¥ AL alg qH A7 $© 0w
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SHRI BISWA GOSWAMI (Assam): Mr.

Vice-Chanman, Sir, this Railway Budget
has not done any
areas. sl

justice to the backward

- TN



P
- 300 The Budget
Sir, I come [rom the North-Eastern re-
gion, the most neglected region *of the
country. That is the area of Seven Sisters,
and there, in most of the States, (hers
is no railway line at all. In Nagaland,
there are only 9 km. of Railway line. In
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram. Arunachal,
there is no railway line at all, and no
attempt has ever been made to link those
eas by railway lines, Sir. a number of
prognises, tall promises were made.
[N o - - s T N -

SHRI S. W. DHABE: We will continue
tomorrow.

-

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Let him finish. We
have still some more time. Please conlinue.

3

~ SHRI BISWA GOSWAMI: Am 1 to
continue tomorrow?

¢ - -
St ;

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: (SHRI R.
RAMAKRISHNAN)Y. No. You can con-
clude today. We have got another five
minutes more.

\
1 - .-

SHRI BISWA GOSWAMI: Sir. various
tall promises were made when the move-
ment against foreign nationals was being
launched in Assam, and during the peak
of the movement various tall promises
were made for the development of the
railways in that region. But, up till now,
nothing has been done, although somc
projects have been takem up.

I would like to refer to the step-
montherly way in which the Railway
Ministty is going to fulfil the targets al-
ready fixed and the projects already taken
up by the Railway Ministry.

For the construction of .rail-cum-road
bridge at Gogighopa and Brahmaputra the
eslimated cost is Rs. 485 crores. During
the last year only Rs. 165 crores were

sgnctioned; and for the next year only,

i
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- Rs. 1 ciore has been earmarked. | do

not know, with this meagre amount when
this project would be completed. The con-
version of  metergauge into broadgaug:
line from Guwahati to Dibrugarh, the
estimated cost is Rs. 10,000 crores. And
the amount sanctioned for the coming
year is only Rs. 1 lakh. If the funds are
allocated in this manner, 1 do not know
when these projects would be completed.
Besides these there were demands for con-
struction of train-citm-road bridge at Bho-
maraguri to Silghat: for construction of a
bridge at Dibrugarh; and for introduction -
of a fast moving passenger frain jn the
State of Assam, that is. from Dibrugarh to
Dhubri. But, so far no action has been
taken to expendite these projects.

[ _

.

In this connection I may also refer to
the trains running in the North-Eastern
Region. They do not cater to the needs
of the local people. Mostly these trains
are overcrowded by the Army personnel.

- We know that a large number of Army

personnel are stationed in that region. As
a result the local commuters are denied
the facility of travelling by trains. There-
fore, a fast moving passenger train should
be introduced forthwith between Dhubri
and Dibrugarh 10 cater to the needs of
the lacal people.

Then again a local train between Bon-
gaigaon and Guwahati should be intro-
duced for the. benefit of the office-goers
at Gaubati.

1t has been mentioned that conversion
of metergauge into broadgauge from New
Bongaigaon to Guwahati has been com-
pleted But as a matter of fact, it has not
yet been completed. Only the passenger
trains are running upto Guwahati, But
the goods trains are not running upto
‘Guwahati.

1 would also like to mention something
about truck owners lobby. They are very
powerful in that sggion, They do not want

LS . DR —



. glI The Budget
[Shri Biswa Goswami] L

the railway network to be spread in the
far-flug areas because they want to mint
money by runniny the trucks. In the
North-Eastern Region the bulk of goods
are carried by (rucks. We caanot travel
by the national highway routes after dusk,
because thousands and thousands of
trucks will be lined up. They move the
trucks only during the night time. In view
of this situation the prices of essential
commodities in that area are very high.
- 1 thiok. perhaps, the Railway Board is

influgnced by that lobby which is very -

powerful, because of this the things are
moving at a small speed in that region.

I would request the Railway Minister
to take up in right earnest the conversion
of meter gauge into broad gauge line ugio
Dibrugarh; the construction of rail-cum-
road bridge at Jogighopa; and the con-
sgruction of another broad gauge line
from Pancharatna (o Guwahati linking
Garo hills, as a top priority, ) these pro-
iects are implemented in right earnest we
can take the advantage of transporting
mineral gesources from Garo hills to other
places. By this not only Assam will be
benefited but the whole country can derive
benefit. i : c

~

One minute more. Sir, I would like to
say that things that happen in that part
of the region ar¢ not known in the rest
of the country. I would like to refer to
one matter. Aboyt 790 cundidates were
selected by the NF Railway Service Com-
mission under the popular category, but
arbitrarily the former Rajlway Minister
stopped the appointments, and the matter
was referred to the Vigilance Committee,
although we know that without following
any rules or any procedure, 1,500 per-
sops were apopinted at Malda. The matier
was referred in the Gauhati High Court
and the Gauhati High Court ordered that
/thé persons should be appointed. T do
not know what is the fate of the candi-
dates now selected by ‘the Railway Ser-
vice Commision after proper examination.

Then, '§ir. [ would like to refer to
@moother  thling. During the foreign

-
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nationals movement in  Assam, frequent
“handhs” were observed, as a result of
which the Railway employees could not
attend to their duties on certain occasions.
For this the Railway administration or-
dered breal in service affecting thousands
of employees. T would request the hon.
Railway Minister not to be vindictive be-
cause the Railway employees are not res-
ponsible for thg movement they are not
responsible for giving the “bandh” call.
So the order that was ijssued imposing
a break in service should be withdrawn
because thousands of emplovees are belng -
affected.

Sir, there were some other points, but
as there is no time, L would only... -

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRU R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Please cnclude.

» SHRI BISWA GOSWAMI: There are
$O many points. ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: (SHRT R.
RAMAKRISHNAN): Your party has al-
ready taken ijts time, 1 am just allowing
you. Please conclude, =

S

SHRI BISWA GOSWAMI: In five
mibutes justice cannot be done. However,
I would request the hon. Railway Minis-
ter not to shelve the projecys of the
north-eastern region. Most of these pro-
jects were taken up during the Janata
regime. So proper attention should be
given to the early completion of these
projegts—the construction of the bridge
at Jogighopa, the conversion of the railway
line from Gauhati to Dibrugarh and the
introduction of a fast passenger train.
(Time bell rings.) One minute. The Tinsu-
kia Mail is the only train by which we can
travel 1o Delhi. This time when I was
travelling by that train while commg to
attend the session, I found that all the
first clas bogies were overcrowded with
Army jawans. They had only second class
warrants. They simply jampacked the entire
corridor. When the rallway ticket collec-
tors- were told that they did not possess
any first class pass, they simply said, “They
belong 10 Defence; gtherefore, priordwy
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should be given,” Ag a resuly of that, the
first class passengers could not be served
food or breakfast. We were kept prisoners
inside our root. We could not go to thz
bathroom. This is the situation in the Tin-
sukia Mail. And that is the only train that
connects Dzthi with Gauohati.  Therefore,
steps shou.d be taken for ° giving special
accommodation to the Army men. They
should not be asked to travel in civilian
compartmenis If  they require more
compartments, the Railway authorities
should provide them more compartmenis.
The civilian passengers should not suffer.
Then the catering system in the Tinsukia
Mail,is the worst. The food served in the
oain S s €01 human consumpuion.
the catering arrangement should be taken
over by- the Department at the earliast

possible tine. With these words, I con-
clude.
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Now the discussion will continue tomor-
row. The House stands adjourned till

11 Ath. YWUITOIIUW .,

The House then adjourned at
six of the clock till eleven of the
clock on Wednesday, the 20th
March, 1985,
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