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PROF. C. LAKSHMANNA: That is not the

question.

MR. CHAIRMAN; What the hon. Member
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wants to know is who are the Persons who carried

out the tests. Have you that information?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH; The scientists of
the Indian Agricultural Research Institute in Delhi. -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Very good. Next question.
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*Th.difference between the past production cost
and the cost of input distribution to the consumer is
met by the Government as subsidy. The amount of
subsidy borne by the Government on indigenous
and imported fertilizer for the past five years is as
follows: 1979-80—the total subsidy given was Rs.
603 crores and today, 1984-85, Rs. 1800 crores.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, what he want,
is the price at which it was sold before and after.
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If he wants variety-wise prices, I can give the
same: urea in 1977 was Rs. 1650; now it is Rs.
2150; MOP in 1977 was Rs. 800; now it ig Rs.
1200; DAC in 1977 was Rs. 2210; now it is Rs.
3350. (Jnierrttptton) He has reminded me that there
is a production* reduction of 10 per cent in the old
stock.
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SHRI THANGABAALU: The honourable
Minister said that there was no proposal to
reduce the rates. In India today agriculturists are
buffering very much. They are not getting their
due or the actual price for their produce,
whether it is wheat or paddy or whatever
commodity. But at the same time they have to
pay higher prices for fertilizer and pesticides.
Will the honourable Minister tell us whether
there is any proposal to reduce the price of
fertilizer? Will the honourable Minister also tell
us whether he can increase the price for the
produce of the agriculturist, whether it is paddy
or wheat or other commodity?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: I just mentioned, it is a
very heavy subsidy on the inputs, specially the
fertilizer. Even at the moment we are feeling
that this subsidy i on a very liberal side. Of
course, [ agree with the honourable Member
that the prices of agricultural products should be
fixed keeping in view the cost of production.
But, sorry, at this moment it is not possible to
reduce further the prices of inputs, specially of
the fertilizer.

SHRI INDRADEEP SINHA; |
would ask the honourable Minister to
tell us what was the price of 50 kgs.
of paddy and 50 kgs. of urea in 1964-
65.

65. What was the price of 50 kg. of paddy in
1984 and what was the price of 50 kg. of urea,
in the same year I would also like to know whe-
ther it is a fact thaW fertilisers allocated for the
current rabi sowing have largely found their
way into the black market. I know from the
experience of Bihar that wherever I went in
North Bihar they have told us that 'we have to
go to Nepal to get fertilisers*. Indian fertilisers
have somehow travelled to Nepal and from
there they were being brought back to Bihar.
And when the official price is between Rs. 112
and Rs. 11,4 per bag, peasants have to pay upto
RS. 200 per hag. What is the system  of
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I distribution and will the Government take
appropriate measures to stop this black-
marketing in fertiliser so that peasants can get it
easily and at the price which has been fixed by
the Government?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: I can give you details of
how much nutrient is required to purchase 1 kg,
of paddy. The Hon'ble Member wanted the
information in terms of 50 kgs. 1 am sorry I do
not I have that. But I am prepared to give you
the information quantum-wise from 1979-80 till
date. In 1979.80 that i9 from 21-9-1979.

SHRI INDRADEEP SINGH: I am sorry the
Hon'ble Minister has not understood my
question. I have not asked about the quantum
of fertiliser needed for purchasing a specific
quantity of paddy. I was asking about the price
relationship between fertiliser and paddy in
1964 and 1984. He can give the information in
terms of quintals.

SHRI BUTA SINGH: If I tell you how much
fertiliser can purchase paddy of a specific
quantity, from that you can find out the price
relationship. In 1979 1 kg. of nitrogen could
buy 3.32 kg. of rice. In the case of DAI it'is
1.14 kg. Today the relationship j is that 1 kg.
of fertiliser can buy 3.54 kg. of rice and in the
case of DAP itis 1.52 kg.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You may pleasej send a
written reply to the  Hon'ble Member.

SHRI BUTA SINGH: The other part of the
question is about pilferage of fertiliser and
how it goes to other countries. I. have to
collect information and I propose to, write a
letter to the Hon'ble Mninister on this.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: We should purchase food grains
and store them in warehouse in this country.
Till today we could purchase only 12 per
cent of the tota
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foodgrains produced. So many times it has
been said that more foodgrains could not be
purchased because there is no storage capacity.
What is the capacity of the present storehouses
to preserve foodgrains and in the Seventh Plan
how many more warehouses will be available
so that we can purchase more foodgrains from
the producers?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: The present question
deals with supply of fertilisers. If you want to
know about storage and warehouses, 1 will
require separate notice and that notice has to
be directed to my colleague in charge who
looks after storage and upkeep of storage
places.

SHRI VITHALBHAI MOTIRAM PATEL:
Is it "a fact that the cost of indigenous fertiliser
production is much less, but the price fixed for
selling it is at international price? May I know
what is the cost of production of indigenous
fertiliser and what is its international price and
why we are selling it at international price
instead of at the indigenous cost of production?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: Cost of production of
fertiliser varies from plant to plant. It is based
on the foodstock, capital investment and also
how efficiently the plant is run. For instance,
ihe cost of production in Namrup plaint of the
HFC is Rs. 1,682 for urea and the cost of
production at Talcher plant of the FCI is Rs.
4,293. Similarly, the present level of ex-factory
price of DAP varies between Rs. 4,069 in
Gujarat State and Rs. 4,803 of Fertilizers and
Chemicals, Travancore, and this is excluding
the transportation cost and distribution margins.
So, Sir, they vary from plant to plant and
various factors go into the fixing of the cost
price. But the most important point is that the
consumer in India gets it at uniform price
wherever he is, wherever the farmer is, and he
is not to bother about the various varia-tions in
the cost price, transportation cost, etc. He is
delivered the fertilizer at a uniform price from
one end of the country to the other.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Rama-nand
Yadav
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no, Mr. Yadav.
You have already put a question.
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SHRI BUTA SINGH: Sir, it is a
suggestion for action.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.
Question No. 107.

*107. [The questioner (Shri R. Sam-
basiva Rao) was absent. For answer
vide cols infra.]

*108. [The questioner (Shri Hukmdeo,
Narayan Yadav) was absent. For answer vide
cols.. .infra.]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.
Question No. 108-A.
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SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Sir, the
investigations which are necessary in this
matter have been taken up by the experts. Two
engineers from the EEA undertook a 10 day
study tour to France and U.K. for studying the
various prob' ems connected with the Tidal
power.



