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by about six-fold. While the world price will
be about Rs. 225 per kg., the product of this
company will cost about Rs. 1200 per kg.
Therefore, either from the cost point of view
or from the safety point of view, this is not
suitable. After using obsolete technology it
will take them about 3 years to expand by
which time the patent life of the technology
will be over and that too will become detri-
mental to the health of the people of Baroda.

Therefore, | plead with the Government to
look into this problem very seriously so that
such a tragedy does not recur in Baroda. One
may say that the things have always been
looked into but see what happened in
Madhya Pradesh Assembly when the issue
was raised, an effort was made to sidetrack
the issue and ultimately thousands of people
had to pay the penalty by losing their lives.
This is all due to the mistake committed by
the bureaucracy, by the Government.

Therefore, | request the Government to
look into this matter carefully and see that a
similar tragedy does not befall again as it
happened in the case of Bhopal.
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REFERENCE TO THE REPORTED
RETRENCHMENT IN THE BENGAL
POTTERIES LIMITED, CALCUTTA

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN (West Bengal):
Madam Deputy Chairman, | would like to
draw the attention of the Government to the
condition of a very important industrial unit
in West Bengal—the  Bengal Potteries Ltd.
It is one of the oldest units in the pottery
industry in India In fact, it is a pioneer in
that industry and the products of this unit are
appreciated all over the country. That
industry employs 3500 workers, all in Calcutta.
But this industry has fallen sick over the last
several years and after a prolonged trade union
movement the Government took over the
management. But the Government has
entrusted the management of this industry to
such persons as are again by their
mismanagement and inefficient financial
control leading the industry towards further
sickness. Now the condition is such that
at any moment the industry may be closed
down. If it is closed down, not only 3500
employees and workers will be thrown out of
job but a pioneer industry in the field of pottery
will be shut down. That  will be, a very sad
affair.

Madam, for a long time the workers of that
industry belonging to trade unions, affiliated to
various central trade unions are demanding
nationalisation of Bengal Potteries Ltd. This



