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to think that English can become our 
national language. We cannot expect 
400 million people of India to be 
proficient in English to flourish in our 
country so that we can be in touch 
with the modern world. 

These were the views of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on the language issue. 
So, I also support the three-language 
formula of the Government. 

Sir, it is really very good that adult 
education has been included in I 20-point 
programme and also the minimum needs 
programme of the Sixth Plan. And it is 
expected that by the end of the Sixth Plan 
all the persong in the age group of 15 to 
35 years will become literate and it will 
be a very great achievement for our 
Government. Sir, emphasis, has been 
placed on the coverage of women. 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
people and other weaker sections. 
However, in this connection I would like 
to know from the hon. Minister how 
many adult men and women belonging to 
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes have been enrolled by the end of 
1983-84.. 

Sir, as regards reforms, I am of the 
opinion, as my colleague, hon Smt 
Pratibha Singh, was saying, that the 
course of study of the children at the 
primary stage ig very heavy. The 
children, of course, have to carry a 
donkey's load of books. So, instead of 
increasing it quantitatively, there should 
be a qualitative growth and, of course, the 
number of books, answer books and all 
those must be reduced. Ag regards 
examinations. I would suggest that after 
the school stage the help of books may be 
allowed to the examinees. This will of 
course make copying redundant. And I 
have been told that in so many other 
countries also students after the school 
stage are being allowed to use books even 
in examinations. 

Sir,, it is most strange that the UGC 
Report on the performance of the uni 
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It is to take 113 from darkness to light and to 
take us from evil to good In India today we 
have the problem of unemployment, we have 
the problem of low agricultural productio^ 
the problem of rural and urban un-
employment; there are so many problems. 
And the only answer to all these problems is 
education and spread of education. I would 
like to complement our Government for un-
derstanding and realising the importance of 
education. 

Tlig Vice-Chairman  (Shri    R.     Rama-
krishnan)      in the Chair) 

If we are to remove tears from every eye, if 
we are to make a Sonar Bharo then. we must 
give top priority 10 education. Our 
Government is well aware of the importance 
of education. It has evolved a very new stra-
tegy which deals with the crux of the problem. 
It has outlined what ane Jthe major problems 
of education. In our country the first priority 
is spread of literacy and secondly, 
uuiversalisaion of elemenary education. These 
two have been incorporated in the new twenty 
point programme. That they are included in 
the twenty point programme is a very salutary 
step. It is a right step taken in proper time. 
The target year of 1990 has also been 
mentioned for 'the achievement of these twin 
objectives. Government is aleo well aware 
that the existing LP schools are not sufficient 
to achieve these objectives and therefore 
Government have decided ,to give financial 
assistance to voluntary organisations without 
any communal bias and to non-formal 
Education centres. I would like to 
congratulate the Education Minister  for  this. 

The performance of NCERT ha» shown 
great improvement. I would compliment the 
Education Minister for that. I would like to 
make humble suggestion that the books 
published by NCERT should be introduced at 
State level also. This Will  inculcate   a 
feeling  of national 
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integration     in    the     minds    of  the 
people. 

I come from Cachar district and you would 
have seen from the newspapers that the 
students there have been agitating for the 
establisiiment of a Central university there. 
Students of all categories belonging to all 
political parties, Congress (I), BJP and others, 
and teachers belonging to all parties have 
been demanding the establishment of a 
Central university there. Siksha Sangathan 
Samiti a Teachers' Organisation consisting of 
teachers of L.P. schools, high schools and 
colleges is spearheading this agitation in a 
most peaceful manner. There is a general 
feeling that already much delay has already 
been incurred in procrastination of the 
inevitable i.e. the establishment of University. 
1 would like to request the Hon'ble Education 
Miinister to give her sharp and pointed 
attention to this matter: because the students 
are resorting only to peaceful and democratic 
methods. To sustain their faith in the useful-
ness and effectiveness of democratic means, 
proper step may be taken in this regard before 
it is too late 

Government has been trying to open 
polytechnics and regional engineering 
colleges all over so that development of such 
institutions will forge a useful linkage 
between technical education and industry. A 
regional engineering college was established 
in Silchar. In the other six regional engineer 
ing colleges established along with this the 
intake is about 250 whereas due to shortage 
of  facilities the intake of Silchar college is 
only around 120 or 125. This is a very serious 
matter and I would request the Hon' ble 
Education Minister to give her pointed 
attention to this matter. 

In his report it is mentioned that at the 
instance and directive of the Prime Minister, 
in order to defuse communal tension and 
foster    com- 
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(Shri Kamalendu Bhattacharjee] 
championing the cause of English 
language. Back in 1968 when I was a 
University student, J was once reading a 
magazine—Organiser—and in that 
magazine a point was raised and one 
columnist was writing about Neeraj 
Chaudhury for his championing the cause 
of English. He commented: 

 
I think if this columnist were present 

here, he would have commented the 
same thing about Miss Jayalalitha. 

Now, coming to my last point, Mrs. 
Kanak Mukherjee from the CPM levelled 
charge against the Union Government 
that this Government is evolving such 
educatitnal policy which will help the 
privileged and the common man will 
derive no benefits. Now, otur 
Government is committed to socialism 
and our party is following guch a 
programme which can only fulfill the 
socialist aspirations. Even if for the sake 
of argument I accept that this is a policy 
for the privileged she has no reason to 
mind it, because the CPM is a party of 
the privileged, for the privileged and by 
the privileged, (Time Bell rings) It is said 
about Mr. Jyoti Bosu: 
"Upare    bhara      neeche      bhara 
Majkhane neizibasu  Sarbahara" It  
means that he is  living in    a 3-storeyed 
building; the ground floor is occupied    
by tenants, the second floor is occupied 
by the  tenants and he lives only on the 
flrst floor. And what ia their educational 
policy they are following a very 
wonderful educational policy.    The 
Government is directly  encouraging  the  
University workers    to    stop    the   
payment   oi salary   to   the Vice-
Chancellor who wag    democratically    
elected. I      am constrained   to   say   
things   even   in ber absence, because she 
was saying so many things against the 
policy of the Union Government.   (Time 
Belt  

I would conclude my speech over here.     
Thank you, Sir. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN) Mr. Dhabe. Please 
be brief. We are getting late. 

SHRI S. W. DHABE: We are already 
late. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, It is very 
unfortunate that in the Business Advisory 
Committee we pressed that the Ministry 
should be discussed because for a long 
time we have not discussed the Education 
Ministry in our House. Sir, attendance in 
the house is their parliamentary etiquette 
requires that at least those who 
participated should be here to hear the 
Minister what she has to say on the 
various points raised by them. But we are 
following the practice of the House of 
Lords making a speech and going away. I 
think, Sir, it is very essential that parlia-
mentary etiquette be revived and, through 
310x1. Sir. I request this should be 
restored so that.   .  . 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): There is an 
Orientation Seminar for new Members 
tomorrow. Please advise them there  .   .   
. 

SHRI S. W. DHABE: I tell you, Sir, 
because you are the cliampion of 
democratic institutions, otherwise Sir, I 
want to restrict my observations on this 
Ministry to two aspects. physical 
education and sports. I find in the whole 
Report physical education has been given 
a very raw deal. Only one paragraph is 
there, that is at page 10: 

"Physical education and sports today 
are accepted as integral part of 
education all over, the world. The new 
national policy on sports and physical 
education is still under the 
consideration of the Government. 

What government is doing is not stated 
here. What is accepted in the world bas 
been stated in the report at page 10. 
Physical education and sports have got a 
very important role 
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allocated by the University Grants 
Commission is so meagre that nothing can he 
done. A massive effort is necessary at least in 
the Seventh Five Year Plan and a special pro-
gramme should be thera so that on a selective 
basis some universities in every State can be 
encouraged to have full facilities as 
recommended by the Deshmukh Committee 
and repeated in the National Policy on Sports. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRl R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN); Mr. Dhabe, don't you 
think that all this will form part of the 
Department of Sports and not Education 
Ministry? 

SHRI W. DHABE; Sir, the Depart 
ment of Sports have said—I am a 
Member of the Consultative Commit 
tee—that so far as sports in schools 
and colleges are concerned, the Edu- 
cation Ministry is concernes with it. 
Therefore, I am taking this opportu 
nity to emphasise that in the Natio- 
" nal Policy on Sports which is still 
under consideration, due provision 
should be made for the necessary faci- 
litiec required in different types of 
schools, and this should be done in 
consultation with the National Insti 
tute of Sports, Patiala. They have also 
given in paragraph 45 the various 
types of playfields and other things 
require- in the university and colle 
ges. I do not want to repeat all that 
because they are the same as given 
ln the Deshmukh Committee's Report. 
Therefore very great responsibility 
lies on the Education Ministry to pro 
mote sports and physical education in 
the universities and colleges at that 
level.  

Sir it is unfortunate that even though the 
Sports Authority of India is created, officers, 
are appointed but there is not yet the General 
Council even after one Year of its 
constitution. In 1382 we had the Asian Games 
and we had a promoting spirit and an 
atmosphere was created in the whole country 
but because of the inordinate 

delay, I am sorry to say that, that enthusiasm 
is diminishing now and the people are losing 
interest in organising tournaments, the 1992 
Olympics or the World Universities Tourna-
ments. So far as the basic facilities are 
concerned we are neglecting them. Therefore, 
I would request the Minister that at the time 
of the next report we should have and get full 
information as to what ig happening in dif-
ferent universities and what the University 
Grants Commission is doing in the matter and 
what facilities are available. If that picture is 
given us then we shall be able to give mo 
suggestions in the matter. (Time Bell Rings) 

Sir, I am sorry to say that the capitation fee 
colleges are mushrooming and they aie 
having a growth. Eighteen such engineering 
colleges have come up in my State. They 
charge Rs. 6000 from each student for admis-
sion. There are 52 polytechnics. I find that 
there is no need for such technical personnel 
in our country but 
' the Central Government is sleeping over it. 
They have also started the same experiment in 
medical colleges. This is one of the ways in 
whicii educational standards will go down. In 
this way the Government will have to share 
more responsibility because afterwards they 
have to take over sick units. Therefore the 
lacunae that I have pointed out  in    the 
regulations 

' should be removed. Sir, the All-India Medical 
Council has provided in their regulations that 
prior permission is necessary of the Central 
Government and the Council for starting a 
medical college. Similar provision is not 
found in the All-India Technical Education 
Council regulations. I urge upon the Minister 
to check this mushroom growth and amending 
the Act only wil] not be just sufficient; you 
will have to amend the regulations of the All-
India Technical Education Council so that 
prior permission is necessary for opening a 
technical college or an engineering college or 
a polytechnic. This is very 
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engaging the attention at least in my State and 
also the other States where private institutions 
are coming up in large numbers. 

It is very unfortunate that teachers have to 
go on strike. I invite the attention of the hon. 
Minister to the 12-day old strike which is 
going on in the Delhi College of Engineering 
run by Delhi Administration. Teachers are on 
indefinite strike and their demands are 
restructuring the posts, raising the retirement 
age from 58 to 60 years and so on. If the Delhi 
Administration cannot run it then some 
university should take over. Delhi 
Administration has taken a stand that they 
have made their recommendations to the 
Ministry and the Ministry is not yet replying 
and unless the Ministry replies, they cannot do 
anything in the matter. I would request the 
hon. Minister to immediately intervene. Sir, 
examinations have been postponed from lst of 
April; even the vacations have been 
postponed. If that is the position of an 
engineering college in Delhi, we can image 
what can be the position elsewhere. Delhi 
Administra. tion has taken a stand that they 
have sent the demands to the Ministry, T 
would request the hon. Minister to 
immediately intervene and see that the strike 
ends and their demands which are legitimate 
are accepted. The students should not suffer. 

Lastly, recreation is not made a part of the 
curriculam in our schools and colleges. In 
France, there as a Ministry of Leasure. 
Because of their having achieved industrial 
technological proficiency, working hours are 
reduced and people are without work for two 
days. Therefore, there is a Ministry of Leasure 
which chalks out programmes of healthy 
recreation including circus shows etc. which 
we have plenty in our country. But here, I 
think time has come when we must have not 
only physical education but also recreation 
should be made part 

of educational system so that besides physical 
fitness, recreation is also provided in our 
educational system. Unless educational 
system meets the needs of the modern society 
we will not be able to make progress. There-
tore, I request the hon. Minister to reorient the 
educational system to meet the needs of 
today's society. Thank you. 

SHRI. C HARIDAS (Keraia): Sir, the 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Social 
Welfare, especially the Ministers in charge, 
are very efficient, experienced and hard-
working. India is developing at ail levels 
under the leadership of our beloved leader, In-
diraj. Besides development that we find in 
various fields, Education Culture and Social 
Welfare Departments are also playing their 
part vary well. Even though there is 
improvement, we should not forget the 
problems faced by these departments. It is a 
very important Ministry and I am aware of the' 
problems that it has to face. We have got so 
many States', so many languages, so many 
castes and so many ideologies and systems. 
Even now there are children who are not 
getting even preliminary education. The 
reasons can be analysed. But I would say that 
many of our people are not yet serious to get 
at least preliminary education, even though all 
the State Governments .as well as the Central 
Government are making every effort to 
improve the educational facilities. 

Sir, I am coming from Kerala which has a 
high percentage of education, progressive 
culture and social welfare awareness. All 
children are getting fundamental education. 
And even though the educational status of the 
State is high, there are so many problems The 
main problem the Slate Government is facing 
is the shortage of money. The Government of 
Kerala is giving salary and other benefits to 
the teachers and all other staff including those 
of the private sector institutions. I am not sure 
about the other States.   Kerala is having 
several Cen- 
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tral schools and other necessary institutions. In some 
areas there is need for further schools and colleges. 
1 could understand that the educational problems 
are worse in other States. I would suggest the 
Government of India. 

All educational institutions should be under the 
State or Central Government. That is, clear 
nationalisation in this field is    highly essential. 

In such a developing country like India, the 
Government should take immediate steps to teach 
the students the technical subjects in which the 
children have special interests from the primary 
elass itself. 

The technical education should be given to the 
children after assessing their interest in the technical 
field. 

There should be special interest and necessary 
canvassing for attrating the children of the backward 
aress in education. 

Sir, in the social field, India is developed in all the 
sections up to a' good level. But I am much doubtful 
in the culture and social welfare areas how far we 
could achieve. There are several areas in which we 
did not take any interest to improve. For example, in 
Kerala, there are so many items, even items of 
interest world over, which are now going 
downwards; e.g. Kathakali, Mohiniyattam, 
Kodiyattam, Thheyyam, Thiruvathirakali etc. They 
are very attracting items which could reach even 
America and Britain, and foreign countries are now 
crying for their existence. I would request the 
Government to take immediate steps to save these 
arts from dying out. II know, in other States also 
there are several traditional items "Adikala's" which 
are now facing the above problem which I have 
stated earlier. The same is true about the social 
welfare also in this area. I would once again like to 
apprise the Minister and the Government that we 
could do several things in a very short time. There 
are so many social welfare items started in many 
areas like education, in- 

dustry, labour fields etc. Even though some 
steps have been achieved, there are many 
problems which have to be tackled without 
delay, j would suggest the Government to 
take urgent steps to give all possible helps 
for the social welfare of the areas which I 
have mentioned earlier. 
Thank you. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Mr. Prashant. Your 
group has already taken all the time. Do you 
still want to speak? Two minutes. The last 
speaker of the day. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 

RAMAKRISHNAN): Now, the Minister 
will reply. 

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL: 
Sir, it is very depressing to speak in a 

House like this and also as mentioned by 
hon. Member, Shri S. W. Dhabe that even 
parliamentary eti-quettes requires that if 
you put questions you should wait for the 
reply and here I notice 20 hon. Members 
have participated and I think only three or 
four of them gre here.    So, 



 

I am at a loss whether I should answer them or 
not because it is very essential that after so 
many years Education and Culture and Social 
Welfare is discussed in the Rajya Sabha—in 
the Upper House. And yet the interest that is 
shown is—I don't want to say what it is- But I 
feel really .very depressed and I am sure that 
ail those who are sitting here are feeling the 
same way. I would request. you to ask people 
here to find out if there are any Members 
about in Parliament so that they may come 
and listen to what they have asked me 1o say. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRl 
RAMAKRISHNAN): In the light of the 
observations of the hon- Minister, I would like 
to say something. In the past also it has been 
ruled from' the Chair that when some points 
are raised in a debate, parliamentary etiquette 
and courtesy demands that the Members who 
participated in the debate—though the quality 
of this debate was very high and generated a 
lot of heat and light—should remain present 
when the Minister replies. I can well 
understand the feelings of the hon. Minister. I 
think tor Parliament to be effective and to 
make parliamentary democracy more 
meaningful, it is necessary that both from the 
Government side and from the Opposition, all 
the Members who participated and others who 
are interested, should definitely remain 
present. I hope that this ruling of the Chair 
will be kept in mind. 

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL: Thank you 
very much. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I have 
heard with rapt attention the speeches made 
by hon. Members and I am grateful for their 
extremely useful suggestions and comments. 
The Ministry of Education and Culture :and 
also the Ministry of Social Welfare are 
engaged in dealing with the issues to which 
references have been made in these speeches. 

At the outset, let me assure the hon. 
Members that I am in full agreement with 
them on the goals  that have to 

be achieved and which have been emphasised 
by them. As far as the criticisms are 
concerned, some of them arise from 
inadequate information, while others stem 
from perfection that need exchange of ideas 
and a fresh appraisal of accumulated expe-
rience. 

Our basic objective is to reflect in our 
education the overriding concern for India, her 
development, integration and prosperity that 
can be shared by all equitably and by the 
criteria of social justice. We also need to pre-
pare our youth for an integral development of 
their personality, capable of imbibing great 
ideals and values, particularly those that came 
up in the forefront during our freedom 
struggle. India also needs to sustain her high 
status and standing among the comity of 
nations, contributing significantly to scientific 
advancement, international understanding, 
peace and human unity. We are also 
committed to the welfare of all sections of the 
people, particularly children, women, handi-
capped and other weaker sections. I would like 
to mention here that Shrimati Kanak 
Mukherjee and Miss Jayalalitha mentioned 
about the status of women and their develop-
ment and what we are doing in this regard. I 
would like to say that our Govern-ment is 
committed to raise the status of women. In the 
Sixth Plan, for the first time, a separate chapter 
on women's development was includ-ed to 
focus attention m issues concerning women. 
There has been an all-round improvement in 
the situation of women. In the area of 
education, the literacy rate amongst women 
has gone up from 18.7 per cent in 1971 to 
nearly 25 per cent in 1981. In the last 30 years, 
the life expectancy of women has gone up 
from 31.7 years to 55 years. The trend of a 
lower sex ratio for women as compared to men 
has also been reversed. It has increased from 
930 per thousand in 197l to 937 per thousand 
in 1981. And the main programmes in the 
health sector are being implemented through 
the infrastructure  of  child   and  maternal 
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health services as part of the primary health 
care approach both in the urban and rural 
areas. 

Several hon. Members have referred to the 
thrusts that the Ministry      of Education and 
Culture has endeavour-ed to give.    The basic 
thrust of    our efforts is in respect  of  
promotion of our vision envisaged during the 
freedom struggle and in particular putting on a 
sure basis the realisation of the goal of 
universalisation of elementary education and 
eradication of adult illiteracy.   At the same time 
the Ministry of Education is engaged in provid-
ing  further impetus  to  a  number  of schemes 
which include promotion a.nd quantitative    
expansion    and  qualitative improvement of 
school education. And you will recall that the 
honourable Dr. Sarojini Mahishi also suggested 
that there should be a qualitative improvement 
in school education, and we are doing  it.—
Accelerating      the base of education of girls 
and women, their orientation in education, to 
contain   flssiparous,   communal,   sectarian 
tendencies, promotion of national integration by 
preparing instruction  material and evolving 
methods of education      conducive to  
promoting       the objective of national 
integration.   The present performance in      
respect    of school  enrolment  indicates   that    
the phvsical targets of enrolment for the Sixth 
Plan      including the additional enrolment 
targets, that is, 108 million, will not only be 
achieved but exceeded.    According to a mid-
term appraisal 116 million children in     the age 
group 6—14 including  those  enrolled under 
the non-formal  education programmes, will be 
enrolled by the end of the Sixth Plan.   It is 
further indicated that 10 States and 8 Union 
Teritories   have   achieved  the  target   of 95 
per cent of enrolment at primary ge, clauses 1 to 
6, age group 6—11 13 States and 7 Union 
Territories have achieved  more  than  50  per 
cent enrolment at the middle stage, classes 6 to 
8, age group 11—14.    Whils       the situation 
may seem    satisfactory, the 

rate of dropouts from schools both at primary 
and middle stages causes  us considerable   
concern   and   our   effort will continue to be 
directed to bring down the rates of dropouts and 
retain more  children at school.    Honourable 
Members are aware of the high -orio-rity  
Government has  given to      the attainment of 
the      aim of universal elementary education.    
However, even after injecting massive resources 
into this    sector, the      goal of    universal 
coverage  has  still  not  been  reached. Socio-
economic factors and   growth in population 
make the task of attaining universal  coverage  
increasingly  more difficult.    The Government 
has, therefore, decided to give very high priority  
to    non-formal  education.     This strategy     
would      allow    population groups with  
special    problems which force them to     
remain out of     the school  system,  to  also  get 
education. My Ministry has been extending libe-
ral assistance in this sector to      the nine      
educationally backward States and as a 
consequence, the scale of assistance has    shot 
up from Rs.  61.38 lakhs, in 1980-81 to Rs. 
731.62 lakhs in 1983-84.    Honourable    
Members  have expressed  their concern on  the 
need for increased Central      assistance    to 
State Governments to      set up functional  
centres  with' a view  to check growing mass 
rate of adult illiteracy and also on the need to 
involve voluntary organisations in the literacy 
effort. Government   has   given  high  priority 
to the spread of literacy in the 15 to 35 age-
group which  is  included both in the minimum 
needs programme and the new  20-point - 
programme  as  one of the major strategies to 
achieve the objective of universalisation of 
education.    Of the Sixth Flan outlay      of Rs. 
128 crores, Rs. 60 crores is provided  in  the 
Central  sector   and  Rs.  68 crores in the State 
sector.   Neartv 14 dult illiterates    hare been 

enrolled under the programme in the first four 
years of the Sixth Plan. Our efforts during this 
year 1983-84 were directed to ensure an 
increased coverage of women and weaker 
sections of the community who constitute the 
spe. 

 



 

Some mention was made about imparting  
different  standards  of educa-in    the    
country.    Government schools have same 
type of education. Bal   some  voluntary 
organisations or people 'open private schools 
and  they can afford to have a standard of 
edu-on of their choice. We have Ccni-Schools 
spread  all  over  and  the Hon'ble  Members  
have  praised  their standards and 
performance. 

During 1933-84 there has been considerable 
expansion in the involvement of voluntary 
organisations in the literacy effort. About 264 
agencies were given financial assistance 
amounting to Rs. 2.01 crores for lun-ning 
10.965 adult education centres during the year 
as against 133 voluntary agencies assisted 
during the year 1982-83 for organising 6900 
adult education centres. The scheme of finan-
cial assistance provides necessary safeguards 
against any malpractice or misappropriation of 
funds. I would assure the Hon'ble Members 
that action will be taken if any such complaint 
is received. 

I would like to inform Hon'ble Members 
that with a view to ensure retention of literacy 
skill, priority has been attached to post-
literacy follow up programme for which 
assistance is provided by the Government of 
India. Hon'ble Members will be' pleased to 
know that the remuneration to instructors has 
been increased from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 per 
month during the year and the field cost on 
learning material and equipment has also been 
revised upwards. The revised rates have been 
implemented from 1-2-1984. 

Having identified that the growth of literacy 
and universalisation of elementary education is 
retarded due to the poor enrolment of girls and 
adult women, Government of India has 
increased the quantum of Central assistance to 
90 per cent for opening non-formal education 
centres exclusively for girls in the 9 
educationally, backward States. Financial 
assistance has been sanctioned to set up 
lO.OOO non-formal education centres at pri-
mary level in the educationally backward States 
during the year 1983-84. Under another 
scheme, also launched during 1983-84, 
Government of' India provides financial 
assistance to the 9 educationally backward 
States on 80— 20 sharing basis for 
appointment of 8,000 women teachers in 
primary schools. This is a new scheme that we 
have introduced ;'or the enhancement of girls 
education. 

Some of the important schemes and 
incentives being implemented by the State 
Governments to step up school , Rs. 50 to Rs. 
100/- per month during, enrolment are, free text 
books, free stationery, free uniforms specially 
for girls, attendance scholarships for girls only 
and mid-day meal programme. 

Here I would like to mention what the 
Hon'ble Member from Tamil Nadu has 
mentioned about the programme that is being 
carried in Tamil Nadu and which is very 
satisfactory. It is done with the help of the 
UNICEF Special Assistance for training about 
10,000 child welfare organisers approved in 
1982-83 for which about Rs. 60 laakhs were 
given, and the CARE also gives food to about 
11 lakhs of children. School feeding covers 
about 8 lakh children and preschool feeding 
covers about 3,27,000 children. All together in 
1983-34, 11 lakh children are given food by 
the CARE. Also through the Government 
World Bank aid was also given to the extent of 
Rs. 35 crores in 1981 for nutrition project in 
six districts. And, Sir, the Tamil Nadu 
Government also gave its share. The 
Government of India, Ministry of Social 
Welfare, is giving aid for 39 ICDS projects, 
incol- 
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that is for [CDS projects. As I said, in 1983-P-
4, 2,28,000 children got nutrition and 1,19,000 
children got nutrition at preschool level. The 
facility ol free textbooks is extended to about 
140 lakhs of children and I am sure the cover-
age under these schemes would further 
increase. 

There is another new scheme: It is the Central 
scheme of incentives and awards to States for 
excellence in performance in enrolment of 
girls and adult women. This scheme was 
launched for the first time during 1983-84. An 
amount of Rs. 7 crores was set apart for 
awards for best performance in enrolment of 
girls in the .6—14 age group in schools as 
well as non-formal education centres, simi-
larly, an amount of Rs. 3 crores was set apart 
for best performance in adult literacy in 
respect of women, state-level awards have 
been given to Ke-rala, Punjab, Maharashtra, in 
elementary education, and MP, Rajasthan and 
UP in non-formal education, and Tamil Nadu, 
Bihar, MP, Maharashtra and UP in adult 
education. Similarly, awards for best 
panchayat, block and district adult education 
centres have been given proportionately to all 
the States and Union territories. The most vital 
component in the improvement of the quality 
of education at all levels is the teacher. In 
February 1983, the Government appointed 
two National Commissions on teachers: One 
for school education and the other for higher 
education, to advise 'the Government on 
various aspects relevant to the teaching 
community. The two Commission have been 
very active during the year and have interacted 
with a large cross-section of the teaching 
community through institutional visits, 
seminars and conferences and also sample 
surveys, and are currently engaged in 
analysing the data and formulating their 
recommenations. 

While I am on this subject, I would like to 
refer to the demand made for the setting up of 
a National Commis- 

on School Education. This demand was 
made by Shri Sudhakar Pandey and Shrimati 
Pratibha Singh. The demand for setting up a 
National Commission on school Education 
has been made in recent months. The Na: 
tional Commission on Teachers has received 
this demand from several teachers' 
organisations. This demand was also 
discussed by the Parliamentary Consultative 
Committee attached to the Ministry of 
Education. It has sometimes been argued that 
the National Commission for School Educa-
tion should be like the UGC in the school 
sector. But, as against this, it has been pointed 
out by some experts that the model of UGC 
may not be practicable in the school sector. 
The question of the role of the proposed 
Commission with the NCERT is also being 
examined. However, since the National 
Commission on Teachers is examining this 
problem, we have decided to await the report 
of this Commission before arriving at any 
conclusion. 

Mrs. Pratibha Singh had mentioned about the 
curriculum load and some other honourable 
Members of the House also had expressed 
their concern about the curriculum load in 
schools. I fully share their concern. A 
Working Group under the chairmanship of the 
Director of the NCERT has been conducting a 
quick appraisal of the curriculum load in 
classes III to X in two phases. The first phase 
of the study in the Union territory of Delhi is 
nearing completion. The interim report 4s 
likely to be available in July 1984 soon after 
the data obtained from the field is analysed by 
computer and interpreted by a group of 
curriculum experts. The results of this survey 
conducted in the first phase would enable the 
Working Group to improve the methodology 
proposed for the all-India level. The report of 
the other curriculum load study in different 
expected to be available by the end of 1984. 
One of the distinguishing features of both the 
interim and final reports would be the inclu- 



 

sion of concrete recommendations for 
improvement in the school curriculum, class-
room teaching and the method of 
examination, for the reduction of avoidable 
load on students without adversely affecting 
the standards and their international compar-
ability. It is hop-ad that the report of the two 
Commissions would help in identifying the 
problems of the teachers and for devising 
ways and means for attracting the most talent-
ed people to the teaching profession, retaining 
them in the system and in upgrading their 
professional abilities at regular intervals. 

Obsolescence of equipment, teaching 
methodology, curriculam and teachers' 
competence continue to concern us on the 
entire education front. Efforts have been 
continued during the year to meet the 
challenge of obsolescence through increased 
grants for modernisation of laboratory 
equipment in universities and engineering 
institutions and offering large-scale teacher 
training programmes.    . 

A high priority is being given for use 'of 
radio and TV for supplementing the teaching 
programmes, and to cover educational needs of 
those who are not able to go to schools. An 
ambitious project involving extensive use of 
ilNSAT-I,B. through T.V. and Radio, for 
education purpose is under implementation. 
Under this project in the first phase six States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa are being 
covered. Temporary studios are being 
constructed in each of these States which are 
likeiy to be operational by the end of 1984. 
Full scale production of programmes and 
implementation would, however, take place 
from the end of 1986 when permanent studios 
would be completed in those States. For this 
purpose, the Ministry of Education hac, set up 
CIEF—Central Institute of Education 
Technology in Delhi to plan, control and 
coordinate the programme. 

The rapid advancement in the field of 
electronics nd microprocessors    is 

ushering in a new information society where 
computers are going to play a very major role. 
To make certain that India is not left behind in 
this information revolution, a computer 
literacy programme for school children is 
under preparation by the Ministry in close 
cooperation withe Department of Electronics. 
Computational facilities for education and 
research are progressively being increased in 
tertiary institutions. 

New programmes for computer education 
at the bachelor, post-graduate diploma and 
master's level have been introduced in several 
institutions. Under new schemes of technical 
education, support for improving courses in  
ectronics has been given to 23 ins. titutions. 
Support has also been given to several 
institutions in the fields of emerging 
technologies, e.g. Microprocessors, education, 
training and research, micro-electronics, bio-
conversion, lazer technology, atmospheric 
sciences, water resources engineering, etc. 
The Ministry is continuing its efforts in 
making education promote national 
integration. We have taken up the review of 
text books in use in schools all over the 
country, in first stage only Languages and 
History books, with a view to seeing that 
there is nothing in the textbooks which could 
militate against the spirit of national 
integration. Groups of experts in each State 
are reviewing the books and at the national 
level a similar group of experts has been 
constituted to review 
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covers exclusively publication of outstanding 
books of major Indian languages into other 
languages of the country, and 579 
translations were published up to the end of 
1982 in these series. 

The responsibility of promoting the 
regional languages rests with the 
State Governments. Still the Central 
Government looks after the interests 
of the regional languages through a 
number of schemes and institutions; 
particularly the one-crore scheme of 
university  books as also the 
Mysore Institute of Indian Langu 
ages.  also looks after the other 
Indian languages like Urdu, Sindhi 
whicii are not limited to any parti 
cular State. I may also inform the 
hon. Members' that the National 
Book Trust, the Sahitya Akademi, and 
NCERT are encouraged in pub 
lication of im works of renow 
ned authors and also contemporary 
creative works which are cheaply 
priced. ' The NET have compiled "A 
History of - Freedom Movement for 
Children". And some other books on 
the theme published by the NBT 
include "How India Won her Free 
dom and the "Life of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

 



 

[Smt. Sheila Kaul] 
over. A national survey of madras-
as

and maktabs... 
AN HON. MEMBER; Mr. Prashant is 

here. 
SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL: Thank you 

for taking this trouble. Now we give  grants  
to  State  Governments... 

MISS JAYALALITHA: Sir. I request your 
permission to seek seme clarifications from 
the hon. Minister. It is about the reply which 
the hon. Minister gave just now. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN):   If   I ister 
yields. 

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL- After I 
finish, you can ask. 

Sir, we give grants to the State Governments 
for Sanskrit and financial assistance to 
voluntary sanskrit organisations for the 
publication of books, rare manuscripts 

 
The National survey of madrasas and 

maktabs where Arabic and Persian are taught 
has been undertaken during 1983 and this task 
is expected to be completed in the middle of 
1984-85 About 140 voluntary organisations 
engaged in teaching     Arabic 

and Persian are also receiving financial 
assistance from the Government. Now a 
massive programme for collection of rare 
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Pali, Prakrit and old 
Tamil manuscripts has been initiated during 
the year 1983-84. Sixty-three out-of-poiut 
Sanskrit publications were brought out by 
photoset process at low prices with subsidy 
from Government. These include all the 
Vedas and rare Shakas of the Vedas, Puranas 
and classical works in different branches of 
sanskrit literature. 

The new hon. Member of the Rajya Sabha, 
Madam, here, I would like to inform her that 
under the scheme of financial assistance to 
voluntary organisations engaged in the 
promotion and propagation of classical things 
other than Sanskrit, Old Tamil is eligible for 
such assistance along with Arabic, Pursian, 
Pai; and Prakrit. Under the scheme financial 
assistance is given for salaries, scholarships, 
furniture, library and cultural activities. Nearly 
150 institutions are being assisted. Old Tamil 
institutions can apply for grant for production 
of university level books in modern Tamil. A 
grant of Rs. 1 crore has been given to the State 
Government of Tamil Nadu. The Southern 
Regional Language Centre at Mysore has 317 
teachers who teach, Tamil to those whose 
mother tongue is not Tamil. The teacher 
training programme covers those teachers 
whose mother tongue is not Tamil. Under the 
scheme of assistance the voluntary 
organisations for promotion of modern Indian 
Languages, modern Tamil is eligible for assis-
tance. A number of educational institutions 
and voluntary organisations' in Tamil Nadu 
have been assisted in projecting such as Tamil 
Encyclopaedia. Tamil dictionaries. Tr-mi! 
Bibliographies. Under the scheme of Inching 
Hindi by correspondence courses, Tamil is one 
of the areas apart, from Malayalam and 
Bengali. So. I hop? tint gives you some 
satisfaction. Research scholarships are also 
given to products  of  madrasas and     maktabs 
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and Rs. 200 per month for two years. Higher 
education in India has had phenomenal 
expansion after independence. Enrolment was 
about eight lakhs in 1962 and it has increased to 
32 lakhs in 1982. Growth rate of enrolment has 
been 3.8 per cent On an average in the last 
decade • but the same has increased to 6.3 per 
cent in 1982-83. Efforts of the Government and 
the U. G. C. have been to regulate the 
establishment of the institutions of full-time 
education, except in backward areas and to 
encourage students enrolment in non-formal 
channels of education, like correspondence 
courses ect. The Government is considering a 
proposal to establish a national university as a 
major facility for open university programme, 
with the involvement of mass media, like radio 
and television. 

Shri Bhattacharjee mentioned about a 
Central university in Cachar.    We have  
already  convoyed  to  the State Government 
that we have no objec tion to their opening a 
State university. He had also mentioned    
about Silchar Regional Engineering College 
which  was  the  last  of  the  regional colleges 
that was established in    the country and they    
started    teaching only in 1979. It is slowly 
being augmented and the intake will increase 
gradually to reach  the figure  of 250 pupils per 
year in the next few years." In  1984-85 
budget,  special funds for the construction- of 
staff quarters and hostel for Silchar   college 
are included. I would like to assure Shri Bhat-
tacharjee    that we    would    give all 
assistance to them  in  this  regard. 

There have been allegations that some 
universities are not getting adequate financial 
assistance from the UGC. During the Sixth 
Plan, the UGC classified all the universities 
on the basis of the type and nature of the 
programme offered by thenv. their size, their 
status and other factors, into three groups, 
each with an allocation of Rs. 1 crore, Rs. 75 
lakhs and Rs. 50 lakhs. For example, Calcutta 
University  comes  in  the  cate- 

gory of allocation of Rs. 1 crore; 
Mithila University comes in the cate 
gory of Rs. 75 lakhs allocation and 
Kerala University in the 
category       of       Rs.        50       lakhs. 
Under      the      provisions      of  UGC Act,   
a   university   established     after June, 1972, 
requires to be declared fit by the UGC to     
receive     assistance from the Central sources.   
Some declaration  of  fitness  is  made   by     r 
Commission as and   .vhen these universities 
fulfil     the     condition    laid down in the 
rules framed under sec-iton 12 of UGC Act.    
At present,    19 universities require to be 
declared fit for assistance by the UGC.   Tho 
UGC had appointed a committee  in January 
1982 to review the functioning of seven 
Central Universities.   The Committee has 
since submitted its report. In  this  report,  
large  number  of recommendations   have     
been      made. The Government has also to 
consider the report and take a view on those 
recommendations.    In  the  meantime the  
UGC has  circulated  the     repre-resentation 
of the Central University for discussion 
among the    academics within the university.    
The Commission has also requested Vice-
Chancellors of the Central    Universities     to 
suggest names of academics from the 
universities with whom the Commission can 
also discuss the recommendations made in 
this report. 

Hon. Members have expressed concern 
regarding the functioning of certain 
universities. Mention was made of the AMU. 
But things have improved and the university 
is working. Exams are going on and some of 
them have already finished. I am skipping 
over where I find the Members arc not there. 

The UGC has circulated detailed 
guidelines for restructuring the under-
gradaute courses to make these courses more 
relevant and to improve the employabillty of 
graduates. The specific suggestion made in 
the guidelines is that first degree course in 
Arts, Science and Commerce subjects should 
include an application-orient- 
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ed component to provide    practical/ work 
experience  to the  graduates. 

Then also the UGC has since 1974 been 
suggesting to all universities to introduce 
certain measures for impro • ving the 
reliability, objectivity and validity of 
university examinations. The specific 
measures of reforms suggested by the 
Commission include introductipn of 
continuous internal evaluation, adoption of 
the semester system, development of question 
banks and introduction of the grading system. 
These measures have b adopted by large 
number of universities. 

Recently, the Chairman, UGC had advised 
all vice-chancellors to adopt a minimum 
programme of exarfdna-tior. reforms from 
1983-84 examinations. These reforms include 
division of syllabi into well-defined unite, 
setting up question oapers from each unit of 
syllabus, reduction in choice in answering 
questions and proper arrangements for tho 
conduct of examinations. Government have 
also issue detailed guidelines regarding 
conduct of examinations and the 
arrangements to be made to prevent various 
malpractices connected with the 
examinations. 

Student indieipline is a. larger social 
problem which has several di-mensions. 
However, in most cases agitations and unrest 
among the students are caused by local issues 
which if tackled promptly and with an 
appropriat mix of firmness and sympathy 
need not escalate. Normally during the 
beginning of the academic session in most 
universities and colleges an inhuman practice 
of ragging is widely Drevalent. Durin? the 
beginning of the academic sessions in 1982-
83 and 1983-84, the Government issued 
defaced rmidelines to all educational 
institutions' to prevent this evil practice which 
contemplate expulsion of students indulging 
in it. These guidelines have had a salutary and 
perceptible  effect. 

The last revision of pay scales of university 
and college teachers was made effective from 
1-1-1973. The UGC has now appointed a 
Committee under the Chairmanship of Prof. 
R. C. Mehrotra to go into the question of pay-
scales of teachers of universities and colleges. 

Now Shri Sukal had mentioned about 
Physical Education teachers. These teachers 
were formerly serving under the National 
Discipline Scheme. This was wound up in 
early 1970s and transferred to State Gov-
ernments. Th remaining outstanding issues are 
now within the purview of the Department of 
Sports. I would like to assure him that I wi1! 
take up this matter with the Ministry of  
Sports. 

Government have decided to amend the UGC 
Act to make provision for regulation of tuition 
and other fees charged by institutions of 
higher education. This provision is intended to 
prevent the collection of capitation fees bv 
certain institutions, especially engineering 
colleges. The Bill to amend the UGC Act for 
this purpose was introduced in this House on 
March 22 1984, The amending Bill also 
includes a provision under which the UGC 
will be able to establish institutions to provide 
for common facilities, services and program-
mes for the benefit of groups of Univer ities 
and to finance them. To begin with. this 
amended provision will enable the 
Commission to establish a National Testing 
Service for determination of standards of 
university degree and to establish research 
facilites to be commonly utilised by several 
universities. The National Testing Service is 
pronescd to be imtiallv utilised for conducting 
an all-India  for     award   of     Junior 

Now I refer to the I.I.T. Review 
Committee. In meeting the challenges of 
advanced  technology     and their 
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use in Indian industry, the lndian Institute of 
Technology play an important role. Though no 
hon. Member has mentioned about it, since we are 
also engaged in this work, I would like that our 
hon. Members should have some light on this. The 
President of India, in his capacity as Visitor of all 
the UTs has appointed an academic Review 
Committee not only to review the working of the 
IITs but also to recommend the lines along which 
these institutions should be further developed for 
advanced studies and research. 

The report of tho Committee would help the 
Government to initiate steps to provide facilities 
for education training and research in new fron-
tiers of technology relevant to our own industrial 
development and in line with the technological 
policy statement  of  January,   1983. 

My Ministry is very keen that technical 
education should not only cater for problems of 
industry but a'so be relevant for the solution of the 
problems facing rural areas and the community in 
general. Thirty-six polytechnics are continuing to 
interact with the problems of rural areas, develop 
models for application of science and technology 
to rural patobjemsvadopt and transfer appropriate 
technological innovations, provide necessary 
technical training to rural manpower and 
coordinate with government/non-governmental 
agencies for integrated rural development. A 
national conference held at Srinagar in June, 1983, 
has reviewed the working of these polytechnics 
and has recommended further expansion of the 
scheme by developing more polytechnics as 
community polytechnics. 

During the year under review, the Government 
bas examined the report of the committee 
appointed to review the working of the Indian 
Institutes of Management at Ahmedabad, 
Bangalore and Calcutta, and accepted most of the 
recommendations. In fulfilment of one  of their  
maJOR  re- 
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launched in the Sixth Plan three fellowship 
schemes which envisage honouring of 
creative talent. During the year 1983-84, ten 
awards of the value of Rs. 2,000 have been 
given as Emeritus Fellowships. Besides. there 
are schemes of assistance to artists in indigent 
circumstances and to voluntary organisations 
engaged in  preservation of culture. 

House will be happy to know that the 
International Cultural Relations Programme of 
the Ministry has been further stepped up ring 
tht last year. We have concluded 64 
agreements. Today we have regular, 
programmes in diverse fields with 39 
countries including a large number of 
Socialist countries. 

One of the most important deve-op-ments 
in the field of culture is the setting up of the 
National Council ui Arts during 1983-84. This 
has been possible due to the initiative of the 
Prime Minister and her deep concern and 
commitment to culture. This Council will be 
responsible for coordination of activities of 
institutions of arts, archaeology and,' for 
providing guidelines for future plans and pro-
grammes of institutions and ageneies engaged 
in the preservation and conservation of 
cultural heritage. 

Members have desired that there should be 
an increased allocation for Education and that 
the percentage of budgeted expenditure on 
Education to the total budget should be .raised 
at least to 10 per cent. They have also spoken 
in favour of higher priority for Education in 
the framework of Plan priorities. I am 
thankful to hon. Members for highlighting the 
importance of education. Investment in 
Education and Culture has indeed been 
steadily increasing over the Plan periods. In 
the First Five Year Plan, it was Rs. 170 
crores. It was increased to Rs. 277 crores in 
the Second Plan, to Rs. 560 crores in the 
Third Plan, to Rs.  822 crore? in the Fourth 

Plan and to Rs. 1,285 crores in the Fifth Plan. 
In the Sixth Plan, provision has been made for 
Rs. 2,524 crores. Of this, the outlay on 
elementary education works out to 36 per cent 
of the total Plan outlay in the Sixth Plan. 
Allocations have been steadily increasing. 
There has substantial step-up in allocations on 
some crucial sectors of educational 
development. For instance, in the important 
area of expansion of facilities in Technical 
Education, the step-up has been from Rs. 2.38 
crores last year to Rs. 5 crores during 19B4-
35. Attaching importance to modernisation of 
engineering labs and workshops, we have 
provided Rs. 4 crores as against Rs. 2.4 crores 
during last year. Similarly recognising the im-
portance of community singing as a movement 
for national integration, we have provided Rs. 
40 lakhs during this year as against one-third 
of this outlay during the last year. In yet 
another area of induction of educational 
technology into the system of education, there 
is an all-time high provision of Rs. 5 crores 
this year as against just about onerfourth of 
this which was provided four years back. 

The annual expenditure on Edu- . cation has 
steadily increased from Rs. 144 crores in 1950-
51 to more than Rs. 6,000 crores in 1983-84: 
the percentage of budgeted expenditure on 
Education to the total budget of . the country 
(revenue account) works out to 13.4 per cent. 
Both Plan and non-Plan expenditure has 
increased substantially in successive Plan 
periods. Approximately 3.5 per cent of the 
national income is spent on Education and our 
aim is to reach a level of 6 per cent at the 
earliest in pursuance of the National Policy on 
Education. 

Investment of funds of an appreciable order 
is called for in the Seventh Plan itself in order 
to achieve the goal of universalisation of edu-
cation, universal retention in schools and 
removal of adult illiteracy, as also 
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of improvement in the quality of education . 

An important area in respect of provision of 
funds relates to clearance of backlog of 
investment on the educational infrastructure. 
This is very important and this includes 
buildings also. I may mention in this regard 
that my Ministry has submitted a me-
morandum' to the Eighth Finance Commission 
requesting the Commision to meet the backlog 
in respect of all States, in particular, the 
educationally bacward States. May I conclude 
by assuring the honourable Members that we 
are moving consistently and firmly towards 
the goal that you have set for us? Thank you 
very much. 

SHRl S. W. DHABE: What about physical 
education... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Mr. Dhabe, we must all 
thank the Minister for be very patient and 
exhaustive and elaborate reply she has given. 

I have an announcement to make now. 

REFERENCE TO THE DETTENTION AND 
RELEASE OF SHRI SHANKER SINH 
VAGHELA, MEMBER OF THE RAJYA 
SABHA 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN); I have to inform 
Members that the following communication 
dated May 5, 1984 has been received from the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
New Delhi District, New Deihi, regarding the 
detention and release of Shri Shankar Sing 
Vaghela:— 

"I have the honour to inform you that 
Shri, Shanker Sinh Vaghela, Hon'ble 
Member of Rajya Sabha, along with his 
other party workers was detained under 
Section 65 of Delhi Police Act, 1978 at 
about 2.15 p.m. today, for not obeying the 
lawful directions given by the Police. He 
along with others was let off at about 3.15 
p.m. today, the 5th May, 1984." 

The House now stands adjourned till 11 
a.m. on Monday the 7th May, 1984. 

The House then   adjourned 
at eleven minutes past    eight 
. of the clock till eleven of the 

clock     on Monday the      7th 
May,  1984. 


