MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAM: The House g adjourned for lunch far ane hour.

The House then adjourned for lunch at twenty minutes past one of the claock.
The House re-agsembled after lunch at twenty-one minutes past twa of the clock,
[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair. ]

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (RAILWAYS) 2009-10

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE): Sir, | beg to lay an the Table,
a statement (in English and Hindi’) showing the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for
the year 2009-10.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Statement by the Minister of External Affaire, Shri S. M. Krighna.

THE MINISTER CF EXTERMNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 8. M. KRISHNAY: Sir, | would like to make a

statement on the Prime Minister's recent visit to Saud Arabia.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: The coples are nat circulated.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Have not the copies been circulated 7

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karrataka): You are aware of the practice that before the
Minister makes a statement the copies have to be circulated.

SHRI 2. M. KRISHMNA! Ckay. | will make the statement after the copies are made available.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Have they not been circulated? 5D coples 271 3 97 &7 &7
statement & ST After the copies come you make the statement.

Now, we will continue with the discussion on the Motion of Tharnks on the President’s

Address. Shri Sitaram Yechury.

MOTION OF THANKS ON PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS - conid.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (\West Bengal): Thank yaou, Sir. | think, | have to change my
timetable. You always cal me just immedately after lunch when the hon. Members.

L (nterruptions ...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yaou will be fresh.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Not anly will | be fresh but also there is an advantage because not
many Members will be there to interrupt me. That is algo an advantage. | hope you would not

interrupt me for the Exterral Affairs Minister to make the statement.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It will be after your speech.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: It means that he will be a bonded slave waiting for me 1o finish.

So, eympathize with him.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAM: He ig duty-bound to be there.
SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: | sympathize with him. Please count my time from now.

Thark you, Sir, for calling me to speak on the Motion of Thanks to the President's Address
and | am participating in that. The President's Address is the customary annual Address. That is a
balance-sheet of the Government's work in the past year and what it intends to do in the future.
Befare | come to the main thrust of it, there are certain issues, which the hon. President raised, on

which there can't be any dispute.

In para 2 she talks about the congensus on terrorism and that is of extreme cancern for all of
us and, | think, in this Houge | must refterate that the fight against terror is non-negotiable and there
can be no compromise on it. But it should be a fight against all marifestations of terror. Terror can't
be bracketed with any one religion or arny one region or any one area. We had all these expressions
of terror from various angles in our country and all of them will have to be fought, and | would like the
Government to make sure that there is no discrimination between the various terrorist activities that
take place. Terror must be fought as terror. It 1= anti-national . Ag | have said, in para 2 it=elf the hon.
President has referred to a certain incident in West Bengal, an attack by the Maoists, and the need
for the country, as a whole, to rige to fight this menace. It iz very correct. | have heard the hon.
Member fram the principal opposition algo raising this concern and, | think, the House, on this
aspect, appears to be completely united. The Prime Minister has, repeatedly, stated that Macist
viclence is the single largest gravest threat to internal security in our country. But, Sir, what we now
want to know from the Government and what has not been referred to by the hon. President is the
fact that there are members aof the Union Cabinet themselves who have actually =aid that that
incident which the hon. President has referred to in her Speech, was not committed by the Maaoists.
They have gone on record to state that. They have gone on record to state that stop this military
cperation, not military but the operations against the Macists in our country and ask them to come
for talks even without abjuring violence. Now this discordant voice coming from within the Cabinet

itself does not augur well for the country. The hon. Prime Minister is nat pregent at the moment. But
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the Government will have to give an explanation to this country and to this House. How can this
Government survive with such a major contradiction, where the Prime Minister who heads the
Cabinet says that Maoist vidence is the gravest threat to India's internal security and you have a
memier of the Cabinet who actually denies that the Macists have perpetrated thig attack that the
hon. President refers to in para 27 Now this contradiction cannot coexist. This has to be settled and
we are walting for the Government to anewer how they are going to setile this contradiction and what
iz the explanation for this contradiction. That is something which the august House would like to
know 3 otherwise, the sincerity of the Government in fighting this Macist menace itself will come under

g guestion mark, which ig not good for the future of our country and our nation.

Having said this, Sir, | would like the Government to once again remember that you can't hunt
with the hounds and run with the hares. You can't do both. In this, what is the collective stand of the

Government 7 It must be brought out very clearly and we are expecting that answer.

There are many other aspects that the hon. President has covered, but because of lack of time
I 'may not be able to explain our position on all of them. | will mention some of the important issues

befare | come to the main thrust of the hon. President’s Address.

In para 16, for instance, the hon. President talks in terms of the Armed Forces, but there is no
mention of what progress has been made on this vexatious issue of 'one rank one pension’. This is
something all the palitical parties have espoused in the past. But on that issue, there has been no

clarity.

In para £5, the hon. President talks in terms of delivery of justice. A very impartant issue, Sir,
for the credikility of our nation rests on, the credibility which must be there in our people, that we
have a gystem that delivers justice. That has come under very, very severe guestion mark in our
country. In major disturbances and riots, whether it is anti-Sikh ricts, whether it is communal riots,
many of the perpetrators have gone unpunished; many of the Commission reports have gone
unimplemented. So, in this connection, | wish there was a mention, the concern expressed by the
hon. President should have been followed up with some plan of action by the Government, which
unfortunately we do not gee. There ig also not a mention of the fact that there ie & need for & MNational
Judicial Commission, which all of us have agreed at one point of time or the other. But why isn't the
MNaticnal Judicial Cammission being constituted which should take into account very important issues
concerning the integrity and independence of the judiciary, the appaintment of judges, the issues

of complaints that come against the hon. judges which need to be disposed of as sconas possible
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becalge the mare you keep them lingering, the greater are the doubts on the integrity of the judiciary
which we cannot afford? So, on these issues, | wonder why there was no mention of the National

Judicial Commission.

In para 71, the hon. President talks in terms of the contribution of the Non-Resident Indians to
our country. In that connection, unforturately, there is no reference, at all, to the problems being
faced by our NRs, particularly in the Gulf areas, particularly those who come from Kerala. There has
been a list of demands that they have raised with the Government for a number of years and the
money collected from them by the Central Government which should be used for their future and

their post-retirement benefits, that is not being done. There is no mention of that list either.

Likewise, Sir, there are many other issues that the hon. President has touched, which, if time
permite, | will get into. In para 73, Sir, the han. President talks about our space programme. All of
us, with pride, congratulate our scientists for the tremendoug achisverments that we have achieved.
But in that context, Sir, the achievements that we have achieved, | think, will need to be tempered
with a warning which the former President of India, Shri K.R. Narayanan, gave to us on the 50th
Anniversary of cur Republic. When he was addressing the Parliament in the Central Hall on that
anniversary, he made a very evocative speech. But | am reading out only that part which is
connected with our space scientists. | quote, and he said, "Our satellites shoat up from the midst of
the hovels of the poor™. And thig brings me to the thrust of the President's Address that we have all
these achievements but these satellites shoot up from the hovels of the poor'. And what is that main
thrust that the hon. President has made which | think we need to very deeply consider? That, | think,
comes in the end when she guotes Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. Sir, my generation has grown up watching
the jottings of Pt. Nehru and one of those was the famous one from Robert Frost's poem which he
had noted down on his desk, " The woods are lovely, dark and deep but | have miles to go before |
sleep” . We have all grown up reading those jottings. That was sixty vears ago. The miles have
become longer and before we go to sleep, we seem to be having langer and longer miles to cover.
And then, the President says, and | quote from her Address, "We have taken decisive strides
towards reaching these geals. Still, much remains to be done. The road is long but our journey ig in
progress” . The question is! in which direction is the journey in progress? Which direction are we

maoving in?

When the draft of the Congtitution was presented by Dr. B. B. Ambedkar on 25th November,
242, these were the words he used. | thought this is something that comes to our mind now, and

after all these years, since 1949, &0 years of our Republic, this iz still as relevant as it was then. |
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quote Dr. Ambedkar, "On January 26, 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In
palitice, we will have equality and in social and econamic life, we will have inequality. In politics, we
will be recogriging the principle of one man-one vote, one vote-one value; in our social and
economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue to deny the
principle of one man-one value. How long shall we continue to live this life of contradictions? How
long shall we continue to deny equality in our social and economic life? |f we continue to deny it for
long, we will do so only by putting our political democracy in peril. We must remove these
contradictions at the earliest moment, or elge, those who suffer from ineguality will blow up the
structure of palitical democracy which this Assembly has labariously built up” . This was said over &0
years ago and today, hearing the President's Address, we come back to this fundamental
contradiction, and this fundamental contradiction is: in which direction are we progressing 7 What we
have seen in these two decades of nec-liberal economic reforms, what we have been seeing, of late,
is essentially the creation of two Indias within cur Bharat - the illusion of a shining India which they
gave us, and the reality of g8 suffering India that they are giving us. and this is what | have been
repeating in this House. And it s this hiatus between the twa, the shining and suffering India that is
grawing. Now, we have gone through those figures earlier and | do not want to burden the House
with thase statistics. All of us know that while we have the largest number of billionaires taday in US
dallar terms in Asia, including Japan, in India, we also have 77 per cent of aur population living on
less than 20 rupees a day. You had various estimations of paverty that have come up. You had the
Suresh Tendulkar Committee's report, which has now given us the poverty figure of 37.2 per cent.
But it you compare it with 1991, the number of poor in our country - the statistics and percentages
are good for analysis but, in real life, you see absdute numbers - there are today 10 crore more
people below poverty line in India than there were 20 years ago in absolute numbers. These are

figures from the Planning Commissian.

The NSE latest round data has given us 3.9 crores or nearly 4 cores of people have slipped
into poverty. That was the latest figure we have for 2004-05. In that year alone, 4 crore people have
slipped under poverty only due to health expenditures. Because of privatisation of health services,
they cannot afford thelr health expenditures, 4 crare of people have gone inta poverty in one year
alone. This is the MNational Sample Survey, | am telling you, Sir. So, the creation of these two Indias,
Sir, and that is the reality that we have today, and we are moving in a direction where it is nat

my India i.e. Bharat as our Constitution says, but it is my India that i= divided into two Bharats ar my
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Bharat divided into two Indias, a 'shining India” and a 'suffering India’. And that the hon. President in
para 5, para 7 and para 3, in the initial lines, | mean, when she outlined the whale thing, she has
given the basic thrust of this UPA Government, and that basic thrust that has been given is, one, the
impact of the global recession, how to protect our people; and two, to work for inclusive growth and
in paragraph 7, she talks of the guestion of price rige. Now, the guestion again that comes up here ig
that in this Budget also, the direction of the progress | am talking about, ig the creation of two Indias.
And what have we done in this Budget, Sir? In this Budget, that was presented, you have given a
concession of Re.24,000 crores to the direct taxpayers, which is essentially the corporates and the
high-end income-tax payers, and you have collected Rs.46.500 crores through indirect taxes, which
is, what will be burdened on the common pecple. So, the shift of rescurces again continuausly
keeps taking place towards the rich, and the whole Budget has planned far a nominal increase in
expenditure of eight per cent. If you discounte the rate of inflation in real terms, the expenditure this
vear by the Government of India waould be less than what it was last year. And, ifitis going to beless
than what it was last year, where is the thrust for growth, where is the stimulus for growth? And
whatever growth you are giving, you are giving it through such lopsided palicies where the rich

become richer and the poor become poorer. And on top of that.

Sir, the question that does come up is, here is a Report which the hon. Finance Minister has
presented to the Budget, and this Report says Statement of Revenue Foregaone. Sir, the Statement
of Revenue Foregone saye Re.5,02,299 crores is tax foregone. This is the legitimate tax which could
have been collected. Okay, even if 'were to give the berefit of doubt and say the foregone taxes in
terms of indirect taxes were meant for economic stimulug given the global recession, it you minus
that, what is the tax foregone, as far as the corporate income tax is concerned? It is Re.79,564
crores, nearly Rs.80,000 crores has been foregone from the corporate sector. From the high-end
payers of the income tax what s foregone ig, Rs.40.929 cores. Put these fogether, you have
Rs.1,20,000-0dd crores of the legitimate tax that the Government could have collected, that was not
collected. If you had collected this amount and utilised this through public investment, building your
economic and sodclal infrastructure that is much needed in our country, we wolld have been able to
generate jobs at a very high level, and that, in turn, wolld have generated demand within the
economy, which, in turn, would have provided the impetug for manufacturing and industrial growth in
the country. But, instead of adopting that path, you adopt path of giving concessions to the rich, to
the corporates and impaverish the rest ar the suffering India, ag | have just explained to you. So,

thig direction, the direction in which we are progressing, like the hon. President has said, that is the
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direction which, we thirk, is not the direction which was envisaged at the time of Independence, at
the time of adoption of cur Constitution and the Repuklic. On top of thig, Sir, comes the very
unforturnate, | think, | have called this unfortunate, reference of the hon. President when she says
that this price rise i inevitable. | mean, we are told, "Sarry, you have to suffer. The price rise is
inevitable.” Why it is inevitable, she tries to explain it. But, Sir, we must understand what does the

price rise mean. The price rise normally means that there is a shift in income.

The mare expensive an item becomes, the consumer pays more; that is, the working people
who earn galaries pay mare; and, the people who produce these products earn the profits and they
gain greater profits. Sir, even the Prime Minister ance referred to it and what we call it crony
capitaliem. In India, when price rige takes place, it is not the producer who gaing, it is the middieman
who gaing. You have our peasantry being impovetished, you have the common peaple suffering fram
high prices. Who are the people who are making this money in between? We have been raising it and
many issues have contributed to the price rise that have been referred to by my colleagues from the
cther Oppaosition parties, so | am not repeating those points. One point we must understand, who
are these middiemen who are gaining? When we always raised this issue and say 1o stop this
speculation in commaodities exchanges on essential items, stop or ban this forward trading, futures
trading in these commodities, we were always told that that does not contribute to the rise in prices.

Then what is the reality, Sir?

Here iz from the Commodities Exchanges annual reports. The value of trade in agricultural
commodities during the fortnight ending January 31 was R=.52,313.43 crores. Compared 1o last
vear's, of the same period, it has gone up by &5 per cent. For the whole year from st April till 37t
January, it was Rs.10,13,379.97 crores. For the comparable period of the last year If you see, it has
gone up by & whapping 102.69 per cent! If the value in forward trading and futures trading goes up
by a 102.59 per cent, what-does it mean, Sir? There are profits there. How can forward trading give
you profits except when the prices rise? There is no other way forward trading can give you profits.
The prices have to rige. If the value of trading is going up go much, there is a natural pressure to
make the prices go up; otherwizse, they would not make the profits. If they do not make the profits,

they would not invest in such big numbers.

What is the other evidence that you have that they are making profits 7 Here is the report that |
am reading out to you. This ig from the media, but based on the reports by Investment Advisors and
the carporates engaged in commodity trading. It writes a very sarcastic comment, Sir. It cays,

"Investors in food stocks are laughing their way to the bank." | would not name the company because
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I do not think it is correct to name, the last year, there iz one company which made a net profit of Rs.
&7 crares for the guarter ending September 30, compared to a loss of Rs.87 crores it made for the
same period last year ! What are the ranges of profits ? Those involved in sugar have got a profit of
3471.62 per cent! Sugar profit was of the level of 347 per cent in this one year. Then, what else does
the Investor Advisars say, Sir? 'l am positive on sugar stocks. The best days are vet to come. There
ig & similar story in tea a= output in major tea producing countries like Sri Lanka and Kenya is
affected. It shoud not be a surprise if tea prices double from the current levels.” They are warning
you, they are telling you that they have made &l these profits, they made their killing, but it is the
people who have 1o pay the price with an inflation rate of more than 20 per cent. So, in thig
background, Sir, hon. President's reference to say that this is inevitable is actually very, very
tragically unfortunate. Sa, what needs to be done is ban the futures trading and forward trading in all

eazential commodities.

Secondly, Sir, we say that if the public distribution system can be impraved, you can actually
contain prices. It is not inevitable as the hon. President says. And, what is the state of your stocks,
Sir? Your Economic Survey tells you that as of January, 2010, as against the buffer norm that you
reguire, as against 200 lakh tonnes of buffer that you require, you have today 474.45 tonnes in your

godowns.

This is your Economic Survey. What are you doing sitting with this stock, Sir? Why don't you
release rice and wheat to the Public Distribution System so that prices can be controlled? Instead,
on the other hand, you have reduced your allocation for APL category by huge amaunt of nearly 7&
per cent. You have reduced by a huge amount your allocation for APL categories to the States when
you have all those buffer stock lving with you. So, what is this Government daoing, Sir? Why Is it
inevitable? Why = price rise inevitable? You release these stocks and on that basis let us see you
control these prices. But then that is something that is not being done. What | say here is that the
President talke of foad security, in fact, last year the hon. President spoke of many things that the
Government would initiate in the first 100 days. One of thoge initiatives was the Food Security Bill, we
have nct yet seen the shape of it, and the other one was reservation for women. You said within 100
days it would come. | remember the Leader of the Opposition and me both making the same mistake
when we talked of ingtead of 100 days, we talked of 100 years. It wasg last year on the Bill for
resenvation for women. By mistake, inadvertently, bath of us made the same mistake but somehow
now it appears, hopefully, that would not happen becauge the Government assurance for this has
come for March 8, on the Intermational Women's Day. So, let us wait for that. But the food security,

that promise was made last year, is repeated this year. Calculations have shown that if you give to all
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families in our country 35 kg per month per household of foodgrain, the extra amount that would be
required from the existing food subsidy which is of Re.52,4%90 crores, in addition, you would reguire
Re.84,399 crores to eliminate hunger from our country. What is the concession you have given to the
corporate sector last year in the form of tax forgone, it is Re. 80,000 crores. Instead of doing that, if
you had spent that for food security you would have diminated hunger in India. So, it s not
inevitable. People have to pay the price. It has become inevitable because of the palicies that are
being followed and it is these policies which are creating a situation in our country where there ig
plenty but that plenty s not being distributed and that is because of the priarities that thig
Government has. Therefore, | will only reguest them not to go back, harping back Pt. Nehru because

many priorities that Pt. Nehru set, they are dismantling today, Sir.

The President of India talks about disinvestment. In Para 38 talks of disinvestment and the
pretext is that it will give a higher manetization or a market value for your public sector enterprises.
The Budget has estimated a disinvestment of Re.40,000 crares plus. Now any economist worth the
salt will tell you Sir, gelling your assets to meet your expenditure makes neither economic senge nor
common gense. This s samething which defies logic. Ckay, even accepting the plea of the
Government, giving them the benefit of doubt, that we will use this money for social sector
expenditures, even then they are saying that we are going to allow people to become partners of the
public sectar by selling shares so that its market value will increase. When are these shares going to
ke sold? They are going to ke sold this year vide the Repart of the Public Enterprises. The Annual
Report of the Public Sector Enterprises, ite Performance Review of 2008-09, tells you that 41 public
gector companies listed in your stock exchange, every ane af them lost their value in market cap over
the last year. Every one of them ! All 41 put together have lost a minus 27.471 per cent of thelr market
cap last year, that i, when they are loging, when the shares are at a lower price, that is when you
are going to sell the shares in the market. What is the meaning, Sir? You are selling your public
sectar for a song. You are selling your public sector for a song to allow private capital and foreign
capital to gain from you. Don't sell our country's asset which is the property of the people of our
country. Please remember, public sector is not the Government's property. The Governments come
and Governments ga, the Governments anly are the managers. The public sectar is the property of
the Indian people and a manager cannat sell the property without the agreement of the people of our

country who are the owners of the public sector.

And if any manager wants to sell the public sector without the consent of the owner, i.e. the
people of India, then, the people of India will change the managers when the time comes. They will
get better managers. So, don't sell your public sector for a song to the private sector and to foreign

capital because that is not what Pandit Nehru said. So, don't go on invoking him and, then, demalish
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whatever he tried to build. We have our criticism of how he tried to build. That is a separate issue.
But, thig is something | think, which is a great disservice that the President of India is doing. She
should not go back to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to justity what they are planning to do now. But, Sir,
since we talked about the future of India and after sixty years that we are talking of, what sort of India
that our youth will inherit, please remember Sir, 54 per cent of Indians are below the age 25. Two-
thirds of India is below the age of 40. We are one of the youngest nations in the world. What are they
going to receive as a legacy s what we are defermining today by our policies and what are they
receiving? Today, it is & great pride and very justifiable pride amongst the Indian youth and Indian
intellectuals saying that they are dominating the world's knowledge society. It s very true. Whether it
is the IT industry, whether it is your software industry, yes, Indians dominate. Virtually in every field of
acience and advances, in every laboratary in the warld you will find at least one Indian who will be
one of the top people working. We are very proud of that. The whale of Eurcpe ig actually a little
afraid saying that if this continues, then, India is producing annually maore trained and educated
people than the whole of the European Union put together. That ig the reality. But, then, when ig thig
happening? This is happening when only nine per cent of my youth which is eligible to go to higher
education enter higher education. You increase this number to 25 per cent, Sir, then, you will see
that India will legitimately, rightfully, be the leaders of both the knowledge saciety and intellectual
development in the world. Are we capable of daing that? No. What is required is our pricrities and
where you will invest and that is where instead of giving these concessions you invest these
resources ina proper direction and that is when we can build a better India which is possible. Sa, the
result of theze policies today, iz neither are we gaining, neither are we able to reach and achieve aur
potential nor are we able to prevent the burdens on the people and it g thie direction that ig
something that needs to be reversed, and, | hope in the course of thig debate, if not in this debate, in
the course of the digcussions the Government will geriously reflect on some of these igsues. There

are some igslues of concern.

Sir, yes, with regard to the foreign policy. YWe have always explained. The President of India
has laid down through many paragraphs on the issue of our relations with other countries. Yes, India
has a pride of place in the world., That needs to be maintained and our independent farelgn policy
cannot and should not be compromized and there we have our apprehenzions in certain areas. Since
some changes are nat in the interest of our country, whether it is on the guestion of climate change,
whether it iz on the guestion of the Doha Bound of talks that are taking place in the WTO and on all
these issues, Sir, there is a certain shift, a direction that is changing, where | think, there is greater
and greater emphasis in cur strategic relationship with the United States of America. We want aur

country to have good relations with everybody, undoubtedly. But in para &4, the traditional fareign
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pdicy that the President invokes and talks about, there is unfortunately not even a reference to the
MNan-Aligned Movement. There is nat even a reference to the fact that the Group of 77 and India
moving towards the IB3A and that triangle-India, Russia, China, how are we going to bring these
two together into one BRIGS that we are talking about, Brazil, Bussia, India, China and South
Africa? If that is the thing that we are working out, unfortunately, that articulation is missing and that
ig why it makes us suspicious that there s greater emphasis on strategic relations with USA. | would
like to go on record that that is something that is not acceptable to any one of us that India's foreign
policy has to remain supremely independent in the interest of our country and not as a second fidde
of anybody else, particularly of the United States of America. Finally, Sir, since we talked of Baobert
Frast and Nehru, since we began and our President has alsa quoted from Nehru, of what he said in
the midnight of 14th August, 1247, | would only like to say that just before Robert Frost died he

philcsophically summed up his experiences of life.

He gaid, "You ask me what life iz, | will tell you in three words.” He said, "It goes on.” That is
life. It goes an. But, how it goes on? What is the quality of life? That is the important thing we nesd
to discuss. That is the important thing that we want to discuss. Mr. Venkaiah MNaidu is nat here. He
has quoted from a Telugu poet. There is a very famous Telugu nationalist poet called Gurajada Appa
Rao. He once said, 'A country does not mean its soil, its bricks or mortars; a country means its
people.’ Itis the quality of life of people that is the mast important aspect. If you meagure it from that
paint or yardstick or the Talisman that Mahatma Gandhi had given us that in the final analysis to wipe
every tear from every eye, | think, the President's Address does naot, in any way, give us the

confidence that India is moving in that direction.

Finally, Sir, | would anly like to conclude by asking the han. Prime Minister and the
Government o seriougly reflect upon some of these igsues and it is possible to have a course
correction and that course carrection should be daone in the interest of the people. Sa, let us not
widen this hiatus between the shining and suffering India. But, let us together build a better India
which iz possible, which is completely achievable and | hope this course correction will be done.
Therefore, we have moved some concrete amendments to the hon. President's Address and we will
take them up when the time comes. Therefore, we have these reservations on the President’s

Address that she has delivered thig time. Thank yau.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the hon. Minister has to make & statement on the Prime

Minister's visit to Saudi Arabia.
DR. (SHRIMATD) NAJMA A, HEPTULLA Sir, he can lay it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Ckay; if you want, you can lay it.
STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Prime Minister's visit to Saudi Arabia

THE MINISTER OF EXTERMNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S.M. KRISHNAY: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir,
with your permigsion, Sir, | lay the statement on the Table of the Houge.

"| rise to infarm this august House about the historic visit of the hon. Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from February 27 to March 1, 2010 at the invitation
of His Majesty King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud.

The Prime Minister's visit to Saudi Arabia took place 28 years after the last visit by an Indian
Prime Minister, that of late Smt. Indira Gandhi in 1282, Prime Minister was accompanied by a high-
powered delegation consigting of Ministers of Health and Family Welfare, Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Commerce and Industry and the Minister of State for External Affairs apart from senior officials.
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