THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY CF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI JAIRAM
RAMESH): (a) to (g) Palyvinyl chloride (PVC) flex is synthetic polymer made from PVC compound,
additives, ccolours, plasticizers etc. Eco-flex is considered to be bio-degradable and compostable
plastic sand reported to be used intemationally for trash bags, disposable food packagings etc. The

Government is not considering a ban on use of flex material .
Decrease in population of sparrow

T4083. SHRI RAJIY PRATAP RUDY: Wil the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that the population of Goraiya sparrow found in the country has been

decreasing day by day;
(b)  ifso, the detalls thereof and the reasons therefor;

() whether Government has made any plan to save Goralya and to increase their population;

and
(d)  ifso,the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY CF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI JAIRAM
RAMESH): (&) to (d) Studies carried out by some organizations including Salim Ali Centre for
COrnithology, Coimbatore and Bombay National History Society, Mumbai indicate a decline in the
population of Goralya sparrow (Passer domesticus ). The decline in population may be attributed to a
rumber of factors including food scarcity, loss of preferred habitat, loss of nesting sites in big cities,
overuge of pesticides in agriculture, archards and gardens and uge of insecticides laden seeds. The
Miriatry has =anctioned a research project to Bombay MNatural History Society in 2009 for
“Investigation of causes of House Sparrow (Passar domesticus ) population decline in urban sub-

habitats of India’.
Project clean Ganga

4054. SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA: Will the Minister of ENVRIONMENT AND FORESTS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government plans to spend Rs. 15000 crore over the next 10 years to clean up

the Ganga;

tCriginal notice of the guestion was recaived in Hindi.
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(b)  ifso, whether projects worth Rs. 1400 crore have already been approved under this plan;

() whether the Ganga clean up project has yielded an significant results over the last 25

years;
(d) whether Government has been able to contral rising paollution levels in other rivers; and
(&) ifso,the detalls thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY CF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI JAIRAM
RAMESH): (a) and () The first meeting of the National Ganga River Basin Autherity (NGRBA) held
on &0 October, 2009 resclved that by the year 2020, it will be ensured that no untreated municipal
sewage or industrial effluent flows in to Ganga. Sewage treatment capacity of 1028 millian litres per
day (mid) has been created so far under Ganga Action Plan against about 3000 mid being generated
in the towns along Ganga. An estimated investment of Be. 18,000 craore over the next 10 years will be
reguired to create the necessary treatment and sewerage infrastructure, to be shared suitably

between Centre and States.

States have been reguested to prepare priorty projects for critical pollution hotspote and major
towne on Ganga and fast track the implementation of ongoing projects. In the first phase, project
propozgals of around Re. 1400 crores have been sanctioned under the NGREA, which include sewer
retworks, sewage treatment plants and sewage pumping stations, electric crematoria, dhobi ghats,
community tollets, development and beautification of river frant, etc. in the States of Uttar Pradesh,

BEihar, West Bengal and Uttarakhand.

() to (&) The Central Government inftiated the river conservation through launching of Ganga
Action Plan in 1985, The scope of the river cleaning programme was increased to all major rivers of
the country with the launching of National River Corservation Plan (NRCP) in 1995. NRCP now
covers 167 towns along polluted stretches of 38 rivers spread over 20 States. The cbjective of the
plan to improve the water quality of the major rivers in the country through implementation of various
pollution abatement works. Sewage treatment capacity of around 4000 mid has been created go far
under the Plan. Based on the independent water gquality monitoring undertaken by reputed
institutions, the water guality in terms of BOD (Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand) values is reported to
have improved In major rivers as compared to the water quality before taking up pollution abatement

works. For example, in respect of water guality of river Ganga, the BOD values in the year 2009
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ranged between 1.0 to 6.25 mg/litre In major monitoring locations as compared to BOD values
ranging between 1.7 ta 15.5 mg/litre in 1984, In respect of river Yamura, the water quality is within
the pregcribed limits except in the stretch of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. The deviation in water quality of
the river in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh is mainly because of large scale abstraction of fresh water for

drinking and other purposes.

Congervation of rivers is a collective effort of Central and State Governments. Creation of civic
infrastructure for sewage management and digposal are also being implemented under other Central
schemes, such a= Jawaharlal Nehru MNational Urban Renewal Migsion, Urban infrastructure

Development Scheme for Small and Medium Towns, as well as under State schemes.
Expanding dessrt in western part of the country

4055, SHRI VIJAYKUMAR RUPANI: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that deserts are expanding at higher pace in western part of the

cauntry;
(k) if so, whether Government is considering the proposal; and
(¢)  the present status on the isaue?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY CF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI JAIRAM
RAMESH): (a) As per the information provided by Central Arid Zone Research Institute, Jodhpur,
aralysis of climatic records for more than 100 years in the western part of India has not shown at

present any evidence of expansion of deserts for arid areas as they are scientifically called.

(b) and (c) In order to pre-empt any expansion of arid areas and also to address drought and
desertification in the arid and semi-arid zones, Government of India is continuing its efforts at efficient
utilization and congervation of land and water resources through & number of watershed development
programmes, afforestation programmes and National Bural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(NREGS).
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