(b) the details of the mega projects announced for Bihar by the former Railways Minister

but the funding to which has now been discontinued;

(c) whether it is also a fact that these projects are at present undergoing a financial

crunch and have been put into cold storage;
(d) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(e) the steps Government proposes to take to implement these projects so that they
become vehicle of development?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)
to (d) No, Sir. The Funds are being provided to the ongoing projects as per the availability
of resources. There is huge throwforward of ongoing projects with limited availability of

resources.

(e) To expedite completion of projects, a number of initiatives have been taken to
generate additional resources through non-budgetary measures like Public-Private Partnership,
funding by State Governments and other beneficiaries. Besides, to reduce delays on account of
land availability, security issues and forestry clearances, etc. meetings with State Officials are
held from time to time. Contract conditions have been modified to bring in efficiency in contract

management, and field units have been further empowered.
Udhampur-Qazigund railway line
1044. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether her Ministry considers it desirable to extend the railway line from Udhampur

to Qazigund as early as possible; and
(b) if s0, the reasons for the construction work going on at a snail’s pace ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Udhampur-Katra-Qazigund section passes through one of the most difficult terrains
in the world. Himalayas being a young mountain range pose a number of geo-technical
problems like swelling and squeezing of soil, heavy inflow of water inside the tunnels etc. The
progress of the project had been affected and stopped for some time due to such problems. The
work on Udhampur-Katra and Katra-Qazigund sections have since recommenced.

Poor condition of railway stations in Orissa

1045. SHRI KISHORE KUMAR MOHANTY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government is aware that almost all railway stations in Orissa are lacking

vital infrastructural facilities;
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