The Government of India has undertaken the task to infroduce a MNational Ambient MNoise
Monitoring Network for gystematic monitoring of ambient noise and creation of a baseline data for

pdicy makers and implementing agencies.
Moratorium on GM foods

1114, SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA:
SHRI N.KL.SINGH:
W the Minister of ENVIBONMEMNT AND FORBESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether noted scientists and experts have called for a moratorium of at least eight years

on GM food products in India;
(b) if so, Government's reaction thereto;

(o) whether Government proposes to have extensive research on GM products before

considering commercial production in the country; and
(d) ifso, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI
JAIRAM RAMESH): () Scme of the State Governments, NGOs and some sections of the scientific
and farming communities have expressed apprehensions on the safety of Bt brinjal and have called
far extreme caution ag Bt brinjal is the first Genetically Modified (GM) food crop to be introduced in

the country.

(b) The Government has impaosed & moratorium on commercialization of Bt brinal event
EE-I on February 07,2070 till such time independent scientific studies establish the safety of the
product fram the point of view of its long-term impact on human health and environment including

the rich genetic wealth existing in brinjal in the country.

() and (d) The Government of India is following a policy of case by case approval of GM
crops. In view of varioug concerms related to the safety, efficacy and agronomic performance of
fransgenic seeds, extensive evaluation and regulatory approval process takes place before any GM
crop Is approved for commercial cultivation. This includes generation of relevant bicsafety information
and its elaborate aralysis to ensure food, feed and erwironmental safety. The environmental safety
aggsesement includes studies an pallen escape out-crossing, aggressiveness and weediness, effect
of the gene on nan-target arganisms, presence of protein in soil and its effect on soil micro-flora,
confirmation of the absence of terminator gene and baseline susceptibility studies. The food and feed
safety studies include assessment on compaosition analysig, allergenicity and toxicological studies
and feeding studies on fish, chicken, cows and buffaloes. In case, the transgenic crop is not found
suitable for release in the environment or human consumption, the product is rejected during the trial
stage iteelf. A final view on the commercialization of GM plants ig taken anly when scientific studies

establish that it is safe for the human health and environment.
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