(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to the news published in the
"Hindustan Times" dated 10.9.2009 titled "Four States to get Cheetahs from Africa;”

(b) ifso, the detals thereof and Government's reaction thereto;

(c) whether it is a fact that the authorities are planning to bring Chestahs from Africa to

introcluce the animal cnce again in the country;
(d) ifso, the detalls thereof and the reasons therefor;
(e} the details of the animals brought during the last three years; and
() the details of such animals died during the above period and the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI
JAIRAM RAMESH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b)) to (d) No decision on reintroduction of Cheetah in India has been taken. However, a
consultative meeting on Cheetah reintroduction in India was held in Gajner, Rajasthan on the 9th &
0th September 2009, It was organized by Wildife Trust of India in collaboration with other
congervation arganizations including International Union far Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and
International Cheetah experts, apart from Central and State Government officials. The important
recommendation of the meeting was to conduct detailed surveys and analysis to ascertain habitat

auitability, etc. for Cheetah reintroduction.

(e) No Cheetahs have been imported fram any country for the purpose of reintroduction in
wild. However, four number of African Cheetahs (2 male and 2 female) were acquired by the
Sakkarbaug oo at Juragarh, Gujarat on 29th March 2009 from Singapore Zodogical Gardens,
Singapare, under the 'Zoo-to-Zoo Animal Exchange Programme’.

(f)  There are noreparts of death of Cheetah in Indian Zoos during the last three years.
Deplstion of forest cover

1090. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Wil the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether hiz Ministry is aware that despite its assertion that sizable effort is on towards

afforestation throughout the country, real forest cover is decreasing; and

(b) if =0, what measures his Ministry would take to arrest the trend of depletion of forest

cover?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI
JAIRANM RAMESHD: (a) and (b) As per the last repart of Forest Survey of India titled India States of
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Forest Report 2009 (ISFR 20090, the forest cover of the country has increased by 726 square
kilometer as compared to State of Forest Report, 2006. However the Ministry of Environment &
Forests has been extending financial assistance to States and Unicon Territories for afforestation with
the aim to enhance forest cover under various schemes of National Afforestation & Eco-

Development Board.
Setting up of National Bureau of Forest Genetics

1091. SHRI A. ELAVARASAN: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether Gavernment proposes 1o set up National Bureau of Forest Genetics under the
Indian Council of Forest Research and Education to protect country's diminishing forest resources;

and
(b) ifso, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI
JAIRAM RAMESHY: (&) Propesal to set up a National Bureau of Forest Genetics Rescurces is in
conceptual stage. However, Indian Council of Forest Research and Education has proposed an
institutional initiative for Forest Genetic Resources Management network which infer-afia envisages
seven components, carpus viz., for institutionalization of network at Dehradun and Coimbatare
including improvement of infrastructure, furnishing of laboratories, establishment of a seed centre

and a field research station.
Kyoto summit ws-a-vis gresn technology

1072. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Wil the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be

pleased o state:

(a) whether out of 15 European nations represented at the Kyoto Summit on carbon
emissions, 10 have still not met the targets agreed there and with the US never ratifying the

agreement, the world is likely to achieve barely & per cent of the promiged Kyato reduction;

(b) whether the country should invest in green technology that offers cheaper alternatives to

fossils fuel based ones ag emission reduction technaogy s expensive; and

(c)  whether the country should initiate & move to negotiate an agreement to increase
radlically spending on green-energy research and development to a total of 0.2 per cent of global
GDP or $ 100 killion a year ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI
JAIRANM RAMESHY: (a) As per Kyoto Protocol, Annex-| Parties agreed to reduce their overall

emissions by at least 5% below their 1990 levels by the end of first commitment period i.e. 2012. The
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