subvention on export credit. Government also providing 90%% grant to the Handmade carpets
being cottage based rural industry under Focus Product for organizing India Carpet Expo
organized hy Carpet export Promotion Council where the small and medium scale Manufacturers
and Exporters are provided space on subsidized rates for displaying and marketing their
products. The carpet belt of Mirzapur—Bhadohi have been selected for implementation of Mega

Cluster Scheme for providing backward and forward linkages to the sector.
Tripartite Committee on jute
1510. SHRIR.C. SINGH : Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that most of the recommendations made in the Tripartite
Committee on Jute to enable a smooth run in the troubled industry relate to this Ministry;

and

(b) if so, the details thereof and what action has been taken to implement the

recommendations?

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE N THE  MINISTRY  OF  TEXTILES
(SHRIMATI PANABAKA L AKSHMI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) The majority of the recommendations made in the Tripartite Committee on Jute pertain
to the Government of West Bengal and Ministry of Labour and Employment. The
recommendations concerning Ministry of Textiles relate to skill development and analysis of
wage structure in the context of costing of various items of expenditure and profitability of jute

mills.

The Ministry is already implementing training programmes and schemes, which subsumes
what have been recommended by the Tripartite Committee. Regarding analysis of wage
structure, the calculation of price of B-Twill jute bags is through a dynamic formula, which takes
into account the escalation of prices of almost all the inputs. The prices of B-Twill jute bags are
revised every month, based on the prevailing input prices, wage structure, etc. The Government

is paying comparable, or even better, market prices to the jute industry.
Wellare measures for handloom weavers

1511. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Wil the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to

state:

(a) whether his Ministry has received any public representation from handloom co-
operative association of Assam for special intervention for boosting and promotion of Eri and

hMuga silk which is only available in North East India;
(b) ifso, the details of action taken thereon;

(c) ifnot, the reasons therefor;
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(d) whether any special welfare measures like providing assistance of basic inputs and
continuing the Government rebate scheme have been taken by the Ministry for the handloom
weavers of Assam so that long tradition of Assam handloom products could be retained even in

the present context of globalization; and

(e) it so, the details thereof so that comprehensive development of Assam handloom
sector could be ensured?

THE MINISTER OF STATE I THE MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
(SHRIMATI PANABAKA LAKSHMI): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The representation seeks special
intervention for Eri and Muga silk with regard to registration of Eri and Muga silk under the
Geographical Indication Act and establishment of Eri spinning Mills and Post Cocoon Resource
Centre. The Government of India through Central Silk Board (CSB), being a nodal agency for
the development of silk industry in the country has already obtained Geographical Indication (GI)
for Muga Silk of Assam during the year 200/. Gl for Eri silk could not be obtained, as Eri silk is
not to any particular geographical region/area. Two Eri Spun Silk mils have already heen
established at Kokrajhar and Guwahati in Assam. CSB has also taken initiative for the
establishment of a Regional Silk Technological Research Station (RSTRS) for post cocoon

activities at Guwahati (Assam).
(c) Does not arise.

(d) and (e) To meet the challenges of a globalize environment, Government of India is
providing assistance for hasic inputs such as yarn, margin money, nevw looms, dobhy, jacquard,
accessories and marketing incentive under Integrated Handlooms Development Scheme
(IHDS). In addition, the Government of India is implementing Mill Gate Price Scheme, Marketing
and Export Promotion Scheme, Handloom VWeavers Comprehensive VWelfare Scheme and
Diversified Handloom Development Scheme for Welfare of handloom weavers and development
of handloom sector. 15 clusters and 14 Group Approach Projects have been sanctioned for the
comprehensive development of handloom Sector in Assam. In addition, a Mega Handloom
cluster is also being developed at Sibsagar in Assam with project cost of Rs. 70.00 crore, which
shall benefit more then 2500 handloom weavers and ancillary workers.

Steps for protection and production of Eri-Muga silk

1512. SHRI BIREMNDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government has taken steps to increase production and protection of
Muga and Eri silk which is only available in Morth East India and not produced elsewhere in the

world;
(b) if so, the steps taken thereon;

(c) whether immediate steps are taken to include Muga-Eri products under Geographical
Indication Act, establishment of Eri spinning mills at Muga-Eri dominant areas like Kokrajhar,
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