() MNew trains services are introduced subject to operaticnal feasibility, availability of

resources and traffic justification.

(e) Reguests received from various quarters are examined and action taken thereupaon
keeping in view competing demands, infrastructural availability, operational feasibility and other

constraints.
New railway line in backward and remote areas
1805, DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the fact that backward and remote regicns of the
country are given priority while comgtructing new railway lines with the intention of providing

infrastructure to develop them; and

(b) if =0, what parameters would be adopted for balanced and equitable development of

railway lines and railway services in the country 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (&) and
(b)) There are 109 new line projects in progress in various States. Most of the new line projects have
been taken up primarily on socio-economic considerations for the speedy development of

econamically backward areas. The works are being progressed as per the availability of resources.

Train gervices are infroduced an the basis of demand pattern and traffic justification subject to

operational Teasibility and availability of resources.
Health care smart card scheme
T18046.SHRI BAJIV PRATAP BUDY: Wil the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleazed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Health Care Smart Card Scheme started by Rallways last

year has failed;
(b)  ifso, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government i considering to further extend the scheme that was started as a

pilct project; and
{d) ifso, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (&) No,
Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) The pilot project started by Northern Railway has been extended upto 21.08.2010

and it covers Railway beneficiaries residing at Gurgacn and Ghaziabad alzo.

TOriginal notice of the guestion was received in Hindi.
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