T Under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme - 'Integrated Development of Wildlife Hakitats', a new
component has been added for inftiating 'Recovery Programme for oritically endangered

species and thair habitats™ during the llth Five Year plan period.
Maating at Prime Minister's Office an Bt. brinjal

1852, SHRI S.ANBALAGAN: Will the Mirister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to
state:

(&) whether any meeting was convened by the Prime Minister's Office on Bt. brinjal;
()  ifso, the detalls of the agenda and its participants;
(c) the outcome of the mesting;

() whether the experts, agriculturiste and people have expressed their apprehensions

about the ill-effects of such genstically modified food items to the health of consumers;
(e) if so, the detalls thereof; and

(f)  the steps proposed to be taken to conduct wide range of trial and tests before taking

any decision in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE CF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHR
JAIRAM RAMESH): (&) to (o) The Prime Minister held cansultations on 24.02.2010 to discuss the
recent decision on Bt brinjal and the role of biotechnology in food security. The meeting was attended
by Shri Sharad Pawar, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Civil Supplies, Congumer Affairs and Public
Distribution; Shri Prithviraj Chauhan, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science and
Technology; Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Human Resource Development; and Shri Jairam Bamesh,
Minister of Environment and Forests (Independent Charge). It was agreed that bictechnology is an
important option for higher agricultural productivity and ensuring food security. At the same time, it
must be ensured that it has no adverse effects an human and animal health, and bio-diversity. It was
also agreed that the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee will address the concerns for resolving

all ecientific lssues relating to Bt brinjal.

() and (&) Some of the State Governments, NGOs and some sections of the scientific and
farming communities have expressed appreherzions on the safety of Bt brinjal for itg long-term
impact on human health and environment; and have called for extreme caution as Bt brinjal is the Tfirst

genetically madified food crop to be intraduced in the country.

(f)  The Genetic Engineering Approval Committee in consultation with eminent scientists is
drawing draw Up fresh protocols for specific teste to establish the safety of Bt. Brinjal before

commercialization of Bt brinjal is allowed.
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