In accordance with Vision 2015, it is proposed to raise the LPG population coverage from
50% to 75% by releasing 5.5 crore new LPG connections till 2015 especially in rural areas and
uncovered areas and also examine the possibility of providing more Retail Outlet/Kisan Seva
Kendra (KSK).

In order to increase rural penetration and to cover remote as well as low potential areas, a
new scheme namely, “Rajiv Gandhi Gramin LPG Vitrak “Yojana” (RGGLW) for establishing small
size LPG distribution agencies for locations having potential of 600 or more réfill sales per month

has been formulated.

The scheme has been launched on 16.10.200¢ and subsequently advertisement inviting
applications for distributors under the scheme have been released by OMCs in 8 States where
the reach of LPG is very low namely, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and YWest Bengal covering 1215 locations.

(b) and (c) During the year 2008-09, OMCs have commissioned 11 LPG distributors and
16 ROs in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

OMCs have proposed to open a total of 183 LPG distributors and 1863 ROs in the country
including 14 LPG distributors and 163 ROs in the State of Uttar Pradesh during the current
financial year (2000-10).

OMCs have reported that they have planned to set up 624 LPG distributors and 860 ROs
(except HPCL) in the country including 51 LPG distributors and 69 ROs (except HPCL) in the
State of Uttar Pradesh during the yvear 2010-11.

Sub-sea pipeline

123. SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA:
SHRI N.K., SINGH:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is considering a proposal to bring the gas from the Middle East

through the deep sea;

(b) it so, whether Government has also directed Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) to

pursue a sub-sea pipeline to import gas from Iran and Qatar; and

(c) if so, the present status of the deal and under what terms and conditions the deal is
likely to he held?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI MURLIDEORA): (a)to (c) In
recent years, there have been significant technological advancements in the field of Deep Sea
Gas transportation technology. Accordingly, for the last few years, interest has been revived in
deep sea gas pipeline route from Middle-East to India. Gas supplies from several gas rich
countries of Middle East through Gas Gathering pipeline with hub in Oman (or its proximity)

have been proposed, so as to supply gas to Indian Coast through the said Deep Sea Pipeline.
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GAIL (India) Ltd. has entered into a Principles of Cooperation in the month of July, 2009 for
developing the pipeline Project. As such, the proposal is at its initial stage.

Proposal to increase prices of pefroleum products

124. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUMTIA: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND MNATURAL
GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is going to increase the price of cooking gas,
petrol and diesel as per the recommendations of Kirit Parikh Committee Report; and

(b) it so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI MURLI DEORA): (a) and (b)
The Expert Group constituted by the Government on “A Viable and Sustainable System of
Pricing of Petroleum Products” under the Chairmanship of Dr. Kirit Parikh has submitted its
Report on 3rd February, 2010. The Government has not taken a decision on the implementation
of the Expert Groups’ recommendations.

Agreement between ONGC and Hinduja Group

1125, SHRILALIT KISHORE CHATURVEDI:
DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANMIA:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Oil and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) and Hinduja Group have done any
agreement with Iran for extraction of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from the Persian gulf;

(b) ifso, the details of the major features of the agreement; and
(c) the benefits to India from this agreement?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI MURLI DEORA): (a) to (c)
The Iranian side has offered certain participation interest to Indian side in the proposed Liquefied
MNatural Gas (LNG) project based on commercial considerations. Qil and Matural Gas
Corporation Limited (ONGC)/ONGC Videsh Limited (OvL) is presently preparing to carry out
due diligence of the Project.

Laying of new gas pipelines

126. SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: Wil the Minister of PETROLEUM AND MATURAL
GAS be pleased to state;

(a) whether there is any progress made with respect to the proposal for laying the gas

pipeline passing through Belgaum to Goa;
(b) if so, the details of the survey done, estimates made and work done, if any;
(c) if s0, the details of the estimated length of the pipeline passing through Goa;

(d) the total cost involved and whether the estimate has been revised;

1Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.

119



