(d) the details of avenue likely to be generated with such activity ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a) to
(d) Indian Raitvays have been moving large volume of agricultural products like foodgrains,
vegetables, fruits etc. through its network in railway wagons and parcel vans etc. However, with
a view to encourage creation of facilities for setting up of cold storage and temperature
controlled cargo centres and its transportation, Railways have put in place a pilot project under
its Kisan Vision Scheme. After gaining experience from this pilot project a detailed policy will be
issued.

Change of colour of goods trains
3092. SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has contemplated to change the existing red colour of raitvay
stations and goods trains;

(b) it so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the expenditure so far incurred by Railways in this regard and the budgetary
provisions earmarked for this purpose?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)
and (b) Colour washing/painting of Railway stations and other buildings and structures is a
routine periodic maintenance exercise undertaken at Divisional and Zonal Railways, keeping in
view the local architecture and heritage themes. As regards goods trains, instructions were
issued in January, 2009 to colour higher axle load open and covered stainless steel wagons
differently, to distinguish them for technical and operational reasons.

(c) Mo additional expenditure has been incurred due to change in colour of Goods trains
or station buildings.

Increase in price of steel

13993. SHRIRAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:

Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whetheritis a fact that consumer sale price of steel have increased a great deal in the
country during last three vears;

(b) ifso, the increase registered in these prices;

(c) whether it is also a fact that reason for increase in these prices is due to increase in
prices of raw materials; and

(d) if so, the percentage increase in prices of raw materials along with names of such raw
materials and the effect of Government’s taxation system on increase in prices?

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)

and (b) During the last three vears, the retail market price of steel has undergone hoth decrease

and increase as per the details given on quarter-wise basis in the table below :-

Retail Price af Delhi on Quarterly Basis

Rs./Tonne
Month TMT HR Coils CR Coils GP Sheets
March 2007 20650 33275 38475 48750
June 2007 36925 35350 32000 48050
September 2007 20200 35500 39550 46750
December 2007 32200 34700 38000 42500
kMarch 2008 43775 43800 48000 56000
June 2008 47451 48083 49492 52086
September 2008 41034 44211 48792 51662
December 2008 36634 36174 36039 30158
kMarch 2009 34285 34818 36608 30628
June 2009 35479 33600 36568 38788
September 2009 32818 35608 30774 42128
December 2009 32220 35720 38620 41170
March 2010 35100 36810 41210 45720
April 2010 40820 45090 47580 52580

(Source: Joint Plant Committee, Economic Research Unit)
Mote: (l) Prices are inclusive of Excise Duty and Sales Tax.

(i) Al prices are indicative.

It can be seen from the above table that the prices of steel have not been rising steadily

during the past three years. The prices of steel started firming up in March, 2008 and peaked out

in June 2008. Steel prices started decreasing from September, 2008 onwards and have again

started rising from March, 2010 onwards.

(c)and (d) The rise in price of steel is attributable to various factors both in the supply side

as well as the demand side. On the supply side, rise in price of steel can be attributed to a steep

rise in the price of critical input materials such as iron ore, coking coal and met coke. There is

also a sudden rise in demand of steel in the international as well as domestic market. The table

below shows the rise in price of steel making raw materials during the past one year:-
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US Dollar/Tonne

Month Iron Ore Met Coke Scrap
April 09 63 425 208
May 09 68 390 220
June 09 78 30 210
July 09 o 320 230
August 09 90 300 285
September 09 87 305 303
October 09 @1 395 265
November 09 101 395 270
December 09 110 455 320
January 10 132 473 320
February 10 128 473 328
March 10 143 495 370
April 10 165 495 453

(Source : Economic Research Unit)

Presently, there is no import duty on import of coking coal, metallurgical coke (met coke)
and iron and steel scrap, three of the essential raw materials imported into the country.

Shortage of steel products
3094. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR : Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is shortage of steel products in several States including Gujarat and
there is vast gap between demand and supply in Surat, Mehsana, Rajkot, Bharuch and Amreli

districts;
(b) it so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether as a result of shortage of steel products hoarding and black-marketing of
such products have been resorted by the agencies/dealers;

(d) it so, the details of such cases; and

(e) the steps taken by Government to meet the demands of consumer and prevent black

marketing/hoarding of steel products?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI A. SAI PRATHAP): (a) to
(d) No report regarding shortage or hoarding and black marketing of steel products has been

received in Ministry of Steel.
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