2} T UToh: VST ARBR TR RIT STHR 3T ARG ol ATed &, I8 T8 8l bdl &
...(TGT)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am sorry this is not correct. ... (Interruptions)...

7} AR T SATE: HE IS, H &1 WA o o7 ...(aem ). .

Y WHTIRY: WA U BT 2 ...(FGETH). .

i} N T IATER: HEIGY, HA g Bl WXIT &b IR H W} Yo] AT ...(FaLM)...
N} FO19 YIS H: HE1S Y ...(FGHH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | have already given a ruling on this. Now let the next question be
addressed. ...(Interruptions )..

AR T SATA: HE IS ... (ALTH)...
37} SOl UTed: HE IS ...(AYTH)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: | will examine the record and then decide. Thank you. Question No.504.
*504. [The questioner (Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad) was absent. ]
G @ 7 4 gfg
*504. 37t IfQ SiHR TS : T ST WA T8 IA BT T B [
(F) 91 I8 | & o fa7d ©: 7241 & SR <9 4 391d &1 917 4 gfg g 85
(@) afe &, @ fe™aR, 2000 | AT, 2010 B 37y & SR 39 71 H fova uforerd afE gs
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(3T) T S | DI GRT B ob [T <20 H ST b TR ATAT H SUTG bl & WA bl
g 8; 3R

() IS &, T SHTG -&Hd1 Ud AT b §19 BT 3ic_Tel fha- 272

T WA (3 IR RiR): (@) 9 (9) U fJavr 964 & Ued W 39 fear man gl
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(F) I H T @ AR IR ST B @Ud | IS g 71 A FIF Afifa
(SR ERT Aehferd A sfids T8 SR Hd & f 10 6 A8 3FITd 3rpar | AT, 2009-10
P SR IRARIT ST B 8¢ WU H I a¥ B FHH a1 BT 1 3 1.3 URrerd &1 gig
S B TS B

(@) fa™iaR, 2009 @1 =T ¥ A7, 2010 H IRATT SETT BT WG 19.4 =T 9¢1 B
T, g¥ard &) @ud &1 e gigedt aRad v fHR a2l

() 3R (&) g9 2009-10 F fIY SRR gRT SIRY T 3ffdel & SR AURHT gL
B 72.76 FAFTTT 7 G &9 B gl H TRARSTT S8 BT ITa 59.69 MAferam e ok
IR SWIT B8R, @I 56.48 HferaT €1 81 399 SR 811 8 &b <21 4 gurd &)
IRIHT AT 3 ST STUTGH D1 b & A B
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Increase in demand for Steel

t*504. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD : Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that demand for steel has increased in the country during last six
months;

(b) if so, the percentage increase in this demand during the period from December, 2009
to March, 2010;

(c) whether capacity to produce steel in huge quantity has been established in the
country to meet this demand; and

(d) if s0, the gap between production capacity and demand?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL (SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH) : (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on
the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) The demand for steel is characterized by consumption of finished steel in the country.
The provisional data compiled by the Joint Plant Committee (JPZ) indicate that during the last six
months /.e. October to March 2009-10, the domestic consumption of finished steel has recorded
a growth of 11.3% over the corresponding period of last year.

(b)  The consumption of finished steel in March, 2010 has increased 19.4% as compared
to December, 2009. However, the steel consumption pattern is dependent upon seasonal
variation.

(c) and (d) As per the provisional data released by the JPC for the year 2009-10, against
the domestic crude steel capacity of 72.76 million tonnes the production of finished steel is 59.69
million tonnes, and domestic consumption of finished steel is 56.48 million tonnes. It indicates
that the domestic steel production capacity is higher than the current demand for steel in the
country.

SHRI N.K. SINGH: Sir, | would just draw the attention of the hon. Minister to the last
sentence of his reply which has been laid on the Table of this House, which says that the
domestic steel production capacity is higher than the current demand of steel in this country.
Would the Minister like to comment on the anomaly that India has the lowest consumption of
steel? We have one of the highest prices of steel. And for an economy which is growing at about
8 per cent, with the objective of going at a higher rate, how is it that our demand is way below
acceptable international averages leading to the anomaly of domestic production being higher
than what really is the demand? Is it because productivity is low or because of cost of steel in
this country has kept the demand artificially suppressed?

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member has put a very
pertinent question. The figures that | have given pertain to the position as it prevails today. In

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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The last financial year, the production of steel was more than the demand in the
country.

But, | fully agree with him that the demand for steel is growing day-by-day by leaps and
bounds. Also, per capita consumption of steel, which is one of the lowest in the world today,
stands at only 34 kg. It is also going to grow. Keeping this in view, we have undertaken a
massive expansion of our steel making facilities in the country, both in the private and also in the
public sector. | would like to tell the hon. Member, at present, the domestic consumption of
finished steel is 56.48 million tones. We envisage a plan by which this production will go up to
120 million tones by the year 2011-12. While calculating this, we have not taken into consideration
the Greenfield projects. Sir, only the Brownfield projects and special programmes by the PSUs
and other companies which have Brownfield projects have been calculated and | am sanguine
that we will be able to achieve this goal.

it <ToTa 3[g: FHTIRT SfT, 3170 J1ed | § A HA1 S | SIE1 dredn g b R/ a8
el & fb 51 I & <™ 92 W2 8, SUb 1G9 H domestic steel manufacturers @1 RIdTad 872
ITHBT BEAT B T S iron ore%,wiﬁqwmﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁ[w@[@ﬁ@ﬁ?éﬁ?iron
ore AT AIHATST 59 ARE W Alshd € 6 ST g HE iron ore fetdT &, i@ avg 9 d
T 9T 8, STa(d St BiRAfee! 39 iron ore AT A1fthaTsT &1 <1 <11 8, S9 WX fohdt foos a1
PIs =01 21 &, W IR A ST b4+ quality iron ore &, ST oTb e SI1eT fad1e 31 a1 89
AT & H0 Sft BT T e 2

ot fxug R IR, 99 @ steel pricesiaﬁﬁmwaﬁﬁ:re)ﬁ?aﬁwﬁ,zﬁm
FaR 515, Ife AT AT <, AT H 571 A STA1E < Fhll gl

it TTofta g - &1, AR
oft QUTIRY ; 31T 59 ATl BT ST < IRTTI

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Sir, | was saying that there is similar question — Question No.
515 — slated for oral reply today regarding the steel prices.

7} XTSTE gF « 81, 1 1871 1Y 3741 A1 < Hehd

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. We are not clubbing the questions. You just reply to this
supplementary. Please do not go on to another question.

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Sir, | don’t know which mafia the hon. Member is talking about.

7} I7STa Y : IR, MY AT FaTel GHS a1 UTG| FT iron ore export TR a1 SIR & b Sl
domestic steel manufacturing industry %, ST AT iron ore et ERRIG %\', EN ?ﬂq steel
products % T G B &2

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Sir, he has also raised a good question.

We have a big store of iron ore reserves in the country. But, at the same time, the Ministry
of Steel is of the view that we should do everything possible to conserve our iron ore in the
country. At present, we are just exporting iron ore at a throw away prices. This will be having
impact on the prices of steel. So, it is better to export the finished products than exporting iron
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ore. We must export value added products instead of exporting iron ore. At the same time, |
am not aware of any mafia as such. | think, this question should be addressed to the Mines
Ministry.

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, exporting cannot be at a throwaway price.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, the hon. Minister’s reply reflects the complacency. When
the record says that in 2009-10, the finished steel capacity was 59.69 million tones, the domestic
demand was 56.48 million tones. The margin is very thin. Our country is also exporting steel to
outside. If the export is also taken into account, | think, we are in shortage of steel. Hon.
Minister himself has assured that 120 million tones capacity would be reached by 2020. My
question to the hon. Minister is: If that is the vision of production by 2020, the input requirement
within the country, particularly the precious iron ore, will also go up. So, will the Minister
seriously consider to put an absolute ban on export of all kinds of iron ore... which the hon.
Minister himself just now told, are being sold at throwaway prices. So, | would like to know
whether that ‘selling at throwaway prices’ requires a ban and whether the Steel Minister is going
to take a serious step in that direction.

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Sir, so far as | am concerned, as a Minister of Steel, | have a
considered view that there should be a total ban on the export of irone-ores so as to meet the
domestic requirement of the country. But, of course, the Government does not function only
with one Ministry. | will impress upon the Government, upon the Prime Minister and upon the
Finance Minister also to consider the proposal for a total ban on export of iron-ores. But it can
be achieved through other methods also. It can be achieved by some taxation measures also to
discourage the export of iron-ores.

Import of raw sugar

*505. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU : Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the quantity of sugar imported in the financial year 2009-10;

(b) whether there is any problem in processing of raw imported sugar in the country,
especially in Jharkhand; and

(c) if so, the steps taken to sort out the matter and also to increase the availability of
sugar in the domestic market in order to control the soaring prices of sugar?

THE MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRI SHARAD PAWAR) : (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a)  As per report dated 07.04.2010 of the Department of Revenue, the quantity of the
custom cleared imported raw sugar and white/refined sugar in financial year 2009-10 (from
17.4.2009 to 31.3.2010) is 26.84 lac tons and 12.64 lac tons respectively.
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