the international poverty line of U$ 1.25 per capita per day and on the basis of this definition
41.6% of Indian population was considered to be below the poverty line. The Planning
Commisgsion constituted an Expert Group under the chairmanship of
Prof. Suresh D. Tendulkar in the year 2005 to review the methodology for estimation of poverty. It
has submitted its report recently in December, 2009 and on the basis of the proposed revised
methodology, the committee indicated that 37.2%% population of the country was below the
poverty line in 2004-05.

Share of agricultural produce

T4545. SHRIRAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWVARI:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether itis a fact that various schemes are officially under implementation since the
year 2004-05 for all-round development of the rural areas in the country;

(b) if so, the quantum of total fund actually spent on these schemes till March, 2010;
and

(c) whether it is also a fact that the share of agricultural produce in the Gross Domestic
Product has diminished in the period between 2004-05 and March, 2010;

(d) it so, whether Government schemes have played a limited role in the process of
development; and

(e) it so, the reaction of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLAMMING (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY):
(a) and (b) MNumber of schemes are under implementation for the development of rural areas of
the country. The major schemes implemented in the rural areas since 2004-05 by the Department
of Rural Development are Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana, Indira Awaas Yojana,
Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana. & new scheme entitled
tMahatma Gandhi MNational Rural Employment Guarantee scheme was launched in year 2006-07
and Sampoorna Gramin Hozgar Yojana was merged into it.

The total central funds utilised for the plan schemes being implemented by the Department of
Rural Development from 2004-05 to 2009-10 is Rs. 201/13.34 crore.

(c) to (&) The share from agriculture and allied sectors (at constant prices ) in the GDP of the
total economy during 2004-05 and 2002-10 was 18.2 per cent and 14.6 percent respectively. The
overall economy has been growing at a much faster rate than the agriculture sector resulting into
decline of share of agriculture and allied sectors in the economy. The Government schemes and
policies have played their part in increasing diversification of agriculture sector into high value
segments such as horticulture, livestock, higher productivity of fibres, increasing food grains
production and higher investment in agriculture.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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