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SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS 
FOR GRANTS   (RAIILWAYS)   

1983-84 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI C. 
K. JAFFAR SHARIEF): Sir, I lay on the 
Table a statement showing the 
Supplementary Demands for Grants   
(Railways)   for 1983-84. 

THF-  BUDGET   (RAILWAYS),   
1984-85 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now we 
take up the Railway Budget. There are a 
number of speakers. I would request 
Members to be quite relevant and brief 
and also sit a bit late today itself, say, up 
to 7 O'clock, so that we can complete the 
business. Those Members wanting to 
speak please stay on, don't go home. 

Now, Shri Ladli Mohan Nigam. 
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SHRI DIPEN GHOSH (West 
Benga]).- After election, he may not 
remain a Minister. 

SHRI LADLI MOHAN NIGAM: I 
would like him to be a Minister. 
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SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 

JADHAV (Maharashtra) i Madam Vice-
Chairman, j am very glad that you have given 
me the opportunity to speak on this Railway 
Budget. 

Just now, my friend from the Opposition 
Benches, Mr. Ladli Mohan Nigam, said 
before starting his speech that dirt was 
hidden. So, I think that they have got the sight 
of seeing everything dirty. When the sight is 
coloured, what can he see more than that? 
But, inspite of what he has said, I have got the 
habit of 'seeing everything good and 
beautiful. So, Madam, I support this Budget. 
He is too old to see beautiful things. He is 
habituated to see dirty things. 

Second thing, Madarn Vice-Chairman, he 
said that modernisation was artificial. I do not 
know what is artificiality in modernisation. If 
there is anything artificial in modernisation, if 
there is anything artificial in creation of new 
order, new machine, then, I do not know what 
the meaning of modernisation is. 

Another point he has raised is that 
everything was coming from the election 
point of view Previously they were saying 
that we were going to hold  general elections.      
For the last 
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his speech, "Every tomorrow a better 
tomorrow". I am convinced by studying this 
Railway Budget that our hon. Railway 
Minister has tried to bring the Indian 
Railways on the proper track. He has tried his 
level best to improve the health of the Indian 
Railways. I am proud that Mr, Ghani Khan 
Choudhury who has germinated from the 
revolutionary fertile land of West Bengal has 
tried to improve the age-old railways. Madam, 
the budget system has taken 60 years. The 
railway is more than 60 years old. After 60 
years the railways must be re-born. What I 
mean to say is that there, should be mode-
rnisation, re-laying of tracks and replacement 
of old tracks. So it is a vast challenge, a vast 
work and he is doing it very efficiently. 

Madam, while presenting the Railway 
Budget, he has mentioned in his speech that 
the gross traffic receipts at current fares and 
freight rates are estimated Rs. 5,342.78 
crores, which is Rs. 344.78 crores more than 
the Revised Estimates for the current financial 
year. The total working expenses add up to 
Rs. 5,037 crores. The net revenue is Rs. 
305.78 crores. He has said: "This is not 
adequate to meet the dividend liability of Rs. 
490 crores and the Development Fund 
expenditure  of  Rs.  58.36  crores." 

Madam, Vice-Chairman, a very small 
increase in fares has been proposed in the 
Railway Budget. They have made a surcharge 
of Rs. 2 on II Class Mail/Express and AC 
chair car tickets above the value of Rs. 10... 

SHRI SHRIDHAR WASUDEO DHABE 
(Maharashtra): Is it small for the poverty-line 
worker? 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV: I will come to that. I will suggest 
as to what should be done for the poverty-line 
workers. Now I am dealing with what he has 
done. On First Class and II Class AC sleeper 
tickets, the surcharge \s Rs. 3 and on AC First 
Class tickets, the surcharge is Rs.  5.      On 
season 
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[Shri Vithalrao Madhavrao Jadhav] 
tickets, the surcharge will be Re. 1 and 
Rs. 3 per ticket in Second Class and First 
Class respectively. But one thing I do not 
understand, and I wiH make a request to 
the hon. Railway Minister about it. The 
price of the platform ticket is being raised 
from 50 paise to one rupee. I request the 
hon. Minister that it should Be main-
tained at 50 paise because it will become 
very difficult for the persons who ha^e to 
go to the railway station to give a send-
off to their relatives. So I request the hon. 
Railway Minister to reduce it to 50 paise. 

Then he has reduced the freight rates 
and the reduction ranges between 5 p°r 
cent and 33 per cent. So the additional 
annual revenue from Passenger and 
Coaching traffic will be Rs. 104.22 
crores and from goods traffic Rs. 10 
crores, making a total of Rs. 114.22 
crores, leaving an uncovered balance of 
Rs. 70 crores. He has, however, balanced 
the budget by carrying th;

s over to the 
deferred dividend liability account 

The second thing, Madam, is that by the 
introduction of new science and 
technology, our hon. Railway Minister 
ha? made a lot of progress. Well, I do not 
say it is a lot of progress, but the process 
of progress has been started. There is .fast 
electrification on the railways. So there is 
introduction of new science and tec-
hnology. Then the microwave system is 
a1 so being introduced very fast. Then 
there is the introduction of new coaches 
and wagons. In the Sixth Plan about one 
Iakh wagons were to be manufactured. 
Now they have changed the target and it 
has come to 77.000 wagons. But we ex-
pect that 72,000" wagons will be 
manufactured in the Sixth Five Year Plan. 
Then there is introduction of fast trains on 
routes like Bombay-Calcutta, Delhi-
Madras and so on. Madam, with the 
introduction of these fast trains', we can 
very well say that the distance between 
the large cities has been reduced.      And 

so  the  cultural  bonds  are becoming 
more and more powerful. 

Considering the results of 1982-83, the 
year closed with a surplus of Es. 118.31 
crores as against the anticipated surplus 
of Rs. 75.10 crores, or what was 
envisaged in the Revised Estimates. We 
have stepped up the contribution from 
vevenue to Depricia-tion Reserve Fund 
from the low level of Rs. 350 crores in 
the previous year to Rs. 556 crores. Then 
there is a terrific improvement in 
passenger facilities. In freight operations 
the railways have attained a peak 16ading 
of 228.78 million tonnes • of revenue 
earning traffic. In terms of net tonne-kms 
the total tally of freight will >se 167.78 
billion, and passenger kms 226.9 billion, 
that is marginally higher than the 226.12 
billion anticipated at our revised es-
timates stage. Then the railways have 
given a concession in freight charges to 
the extent of 10 per cent for the fertilizer 
traffic between 300 and 500 kms. Now 
after the reassessment the surplus 
revenue earning traffic is proposed to be 
fixed at 230 million tonnes. This is still 
higher than the best ever loading 
achieved last year. There has been a drop 
in passenger traffic; passenger numbers 
have dropped but passenger kms have not 
gone down. The decline in the traffic has 
depressed our earnings substantially from 
Rs. 517.5 crores to  Rs.   5024  crores. 

Of this the drop in goods earning. will 
be Rs. 114.19 crores and in passenger 
earnings Rs. 38.45 crores. Making 
allowance for Rs. 30 crores, the value of 
concessions announced, the drop in 
passenger earnings wiH be Rs. 10.95 
crores an^ the net drop in earnings from 
goods traffic will be Rs. 84.19 crores. The 
drop both in the earning of passenger 
traffic as well a* i;oods, traffic is due to 
the social-economic aspects such as the 
grant of interim relief to staff, sanctioning 
additional instalments of dearness 
allowance, increase in prices of fuel, 
upgradation of posts, more than the 
normal breakages due to floods, etc., more 
intensive patrolling 
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of tracks, and in trains s<> ori. totalling 
about Rs.     292.50     crores    and pushed    
up our   working   expenses from Rs. 
3488.27 erores to Rs. 3676.00 crores even 
after applying a cut    of 3 per cent over 
the budget estimates. Though a drop    /as 
shown in earn-JLngs   they  Wave  keptl  
up  thet  extra expenditure on various 
facilities and concessions     to    the    
railway    staff: otherwise, before the 
declaration    ol concessions  the   Irop     
would    have come to    only E bout Rs. 
112 crores. Considering  the  extra  
facilities  and the expenditure  ot Rs. 
292.50 crores, the railway mig it have 
earned    Rs. £80.81  crores  su1 plus     
over  the  last year.   It ia a tribute to the 
resiliency of the system that in spite of 
these severe adverse t ends the operational 
results show  a   let  revenue of    Rs. 
338.50  crores.   V e  have     introduced 
this year 100 mw    trains, 12 longdistance 
trains,   !2 trains  diesellised, 237 trains 
speed'd up, 40 new trains in the suburban 
areas have been introduced.     Is  this  a  
small   achievement?   My friei d, said, 
nothing has been  done. Is t lis  a small 
achievement?   And it   5 done for the con-
venience of the   people.   Then,      18 
new   electrical   multiple    units    are 
being   put    inf"      service   Tha    fly-
over between  Landra  and  Khar  on ihe    
Western     Railway     connecting Central  
and W astern     Railwa-s Ws been opened 
th s year.,   There is    a considerable rec 
uction in the number of accidents.   L^st 
year, in 1982,   the number of accit ents 
was 645 and this year, in 1983. il was 539. 
The decrease in accidents is 82 per cent 
Then there is a ver?   important    
question. I want to sug ;est what new 
things should  be  don;.   There   are   19  
new conversion  projects  going  on  in  
our country and  4<i  new  lines  are being 
laid; i6 broad gauge lines are being 
constructed.   T lere are 19 conversion 
projects.   For   these proiects Rs.  648 
crores  are  required     and  for laving new 
lines Rs, 1000 crores are required.   But 
due   o the constraints     of funds we did   
iot take up those lines. Then,   a  very  
important  problem  of my area comes.   
So far, In the     ka* Iwo years, In every 
Budget speech-1 

1907 RS-9 

demanded that. That is about tlie> 
conversion of Manmad-Parbhani-Purli 
metre gauge into broad gauge. For four or 
five years this project 'te going on. Last 
year a very meagre amount of Rs. 1 crore 
was provided. Now, this year there is no 
mention "dr: our demand about Adilabad-
Mudr khed-Parbhani. But for the project 
originally sanctioned for Manmadr 
Parbhani-Purli they have provided Rs. 4 
crores. I would like to state in this House 
that in the month of November 1983, the 
hon. Planning Minister and the hon. 
Railway Minis^ ter were there at 
Mudkhed. They have opened a new office 
and they have publicly stated now that 
thfe line is sanctioned and this work wiH 
go 0n. But when we saw this year's 
Budget, there is no provision for that* 

AN HON. MEMBER: Now, you re-* 
alise how... (Interruptions) 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAQ 
JADHAV: Let me complete. You can1 

take your turn. 

Madam, there is very great unreal in the 
region. It is not a question oi Manmad or 
Mudkhed or Adilabad ot Parbhani It is a 
question relating* to 8 million people of 
this backward area, the Marathwada 
region. I have' demanded in this House 
that thlf work should be speeded up and 
ijjf this year's Budget Rs. 10 crores 
should be provided. I again requeift the 
hon. Railway Minister to increas^ this 
provision from Rs. 4 crores to R$t 10 
crores, and to include the projeci of 
Adilabad-Mudkhed-Parbhani as thi*, hon. 
Railway Minister and Planning Minister 
have publicly declared. $| that place. 

Another thing is that though I belong -
to Maharashtra, I would also life to refer 
to a demand in Uttar PradesJi. I have 
learnt that the -Varanasl-Bhjf tni. metre 
gauge conversion to broaj^ gauge was 
sanctioned and budgeted in 1980. 
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[Shri Vithalrao Madhavrao Jadhav] Uttar 
Pradesh, being the biggest State of India, 
which has provided leadership for the 
national freedom struggle and for the 
development of this under developed 
country in the lorm of late Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru 3nd our esteemed Prime Minister, 
Smt. Indira Gandhi. (Interruptions) 
Eastern U.P. is as backward as Ma-
rathwada region of Maharashtra Slate. It is 
the land of freedom fighters and hutatmas. 
Gorakhpur division consisting of four 
districts, Varanasi division five districts, 
Faiza-&ad division 6 districts including 
Sultanpur. It constitutes 15 most backward 
districts of Eastern U.P. Saving population 
of 5 crores, equivalent to the size of 
Maharashtra's population. Due to the 
severe pov-exty the population is being 
transferred to Bombay, Calcutta and other 
parts of the world like Singapore and Fizi 
and to the developed coun--tries of the 
world. The fertile land «f Eastern U.P. is 
in need of communication network for its 
development. 

Prom that point of view, under the 
leadership of Smt. Indira Gandhi the 
Baranasi-Bhatni metre guage conversion 
to broad gauge, this project is sanctioned 
and budgeted in 1980. This will join 
Gorakhpur and Varanasi division by 
converting 162 km. metre gauge into 
broad gauge by Which 9 districts of 
Eastern UP. will |)B benefited. It requires 
Rs. 15 (Scores of budget provision. The 
people of the region and the eminent 
Congress leaders demanded Rs. 18 stores 
for this project's work for 1983-84. The 
conversion work was fo be completed up 
to 1984, but yet ably Rs. 8.76 erores was 
spent till today and there iR a lacuna of Rs. 
7 crores for this project. If the remaining 
amount would have been spent an this 
conversion project of metre S&uge to 
broad gauge, the people of tne backward 
region would have been benefited and the 
new potential would havc obtained for its 
industrial and agricultural development. 
Unfortunately,  it is not done so    far. 

Therefore, it is requested to increas* the 
amount On this work and give justice for 
the development of this economically 
backward area of Uttar Pradesh. 

Coming to the problems of my region, 
Madam, as I have been demanding in this 
House for the last two years, there is the 
Ahmadnagar-Purli-Nanded project. There 
is no railway communication between the 
two districts, neither metre gauge nor 
narrow gauge nor broad gauge. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRJ DIPEN GHOSH: What has the 
leadership done for that area? 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV: I am demanding from my 
leadership and not from you. There is a 
demand for Ahmed-nagar-Puruli-Nanded 
line. There is another demand for 
Rwingmdan-Nizamabad-Karurwadi line. 
This i{S the line which was sanctioned at 
the time of the Nizam Government. After 
Independence, that line has been put up to 
Nizamabad. I draw the attention of the 
Railway Minister to please at least 
sanction the survey of that iline, i.e. 
Ramagundam-Mukhed-Par-li-Karurwadi 
line. There is no bre— adaauge in 
Marathwada region. There are no 
communication facilities, such as roads. 
There is a demand for a line from 
Sholapuar-Usmanabad, Aurangabad and 
Jalgaon 

There is a big temple of Lord Vithala in 
Pandarpur. My name is also Vithala. I 
was born on the same day as Lo-d Vithala 
ic born. About 10 lakh people from 
different parts of the country come to 
visit this temple. There is no communi-
cation. The Chief Minister has stated two 
days back at Sangli that Miraj-Latur 
Road-Nanded-Nagpur line should be 
convered into broad-gauge. It should go 
via Nanded and Nagpur so that the people 
from all over the country who go to 
Pandarpur might get this facility. Our 
Prime Minister, Madam Indira Gandhi,  
also visited Pandarpur to wor- 
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ship Lord Vitttfla. At that time, she also 
assured th it this conversion to broad 
gauge wil I take place. No action has 
been taken up to now. 

From my region, now I come to the 
progress of the Railway in our country.   
There    is the microwave communication    
system    in      India and 13,725 route 
kilometres of this    line have been 
supp'ied by the microwave system of eom 
nunication. I am sure that it is  a bi* 
achievement of our Railway Minigl .-y.   
The second thing is that there ere some 
new projects of electrification.   In all the 
9 zones of our Railwa; -s  4095 route 
kilometres are now   inder the process    of 
electrification.   I am  very proud  tb say 
that the Indian Railway* is Asia's largest 
railways.   It has  got a total length of     
61.J85     kilometres.   It is next to the SCA 
iet Union in the world. It has got 15.8:  
lakh permanent employees.   At the time 
of Independence, we had  52,000 
kilometres of railway line.   Addition, a 
8000 kilometres have been added.   1 /lien 
we see the progress in other fields, it is not 
much. For example,   agricultural 
production is three times more.   In    
industries, the production     has gone up 
by 10 limes or by 100 times in certain 
cases. In the case of railways, only 16   
per cent new line   have    been laid out, 
This is a very slow progress. I would like 
to sugges   that we must have a separate 
plan for the railways.    We must find out 
the economically backward and rur il 
areac which do    not have communication 
facilities and lay new railway  lines there.   
(Time  bell rings,).    We    BttiS'i have a 
permanent communicatioi      system.    
Unless we have commui ication facilities 
in the rural areas, we cannot progress fur-
ther. We cannot    bring   our   people 
from the rura! areas above the poverty 
line. 

There is only one Research and 
Development Wing at Lucknow. 
Railways is a very big concern. There are 
9 separaia zones in it and there is only 
one ttesearch and Development Wing. I 
suggest in this House that each ioi e 
should have; one Research and 
De/elopment Wing BO   that 

the modernisation of our railwavs can take 
place. I have seen 1a Japan that there is 
the fastest train,, the Bullet train. We have 
got ih& Rajdhani^ here. Our Research 
am* Development Wing has made somei 
progress to design the coaches whichi can 
sustain to the speed of 132 KRfo for the 
braad-gauge and 124 KMs for the metre-
gauge. And again it ls neeessary that we 
must speed up our trains. We must reduce 
the time-. By increasing the speed we can 
reduce the time and we can save inv 
portant manhours which are being wasted 
in the Railways. Anothfl»" thing is that 
there ig a line of 81,0tJft KMs; With 
double lines, side-lines and yard-lines, the 
total route kilometres are 1,05,106. And 
about eleo trification, by 1955, only 388 
KMs lino was electrified. But today we 
can. find that the total electrification ot 
lines, including double-lines, sidelines and 
yard-lines is 14,448 KMs. By the 
application of new science* and 
technology, we can increase ow speed and 
we can have better rail*-ways. I hope that 
I have covera* most of the points on the 
Railways. I will say, as our esteemed 
frienfl, the Defence Minister of the Soviet 
Union, Mr. Ustinov has come ariift there 
is a very famous Communist song, that 
'we shall overcome; we* shall overcome...'  
(Interruption) 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: This w&t sung 
by... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI 
MARGARET ALVA): Everybody can 
sing it.   Don't worry. 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV: So, whate'ver diffi' cutties are 
there, a day will conii» when we shall 
overcome. We shaft put in all our efforts 
for the development of railways. And 
whatever ne& Enes and conversion 
projects I Tiavfc suggested, I hope they 
will be comp*-leted. And top priority 
should tsfr given for this Manmad-
MukheJtl railway line which goes 
through Thy area. And I have suggested 
broact gauge from Varanasi to Bhatni. 
Both 
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....   [Shri Vithalrao Madhavrao Jadhav] 
"these projects should be completed 

raa early as   possible.   I    am   again 
ijiankful to you, Madarn, for giving 

; me an opportunity to speak on this. 

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN (West Bengal):        
Madam      Viec-Chairperson, While I rise 
to speak on the Railway Budget 1984-85, I 
have a strong feeiing that whatever might 
be said by the hon. Railway Minister, 
whatever might be said by the speakers of 
the lading party, this Budget of 1984-85 
does not actually represent the intension of 
the Railway Minister or   the 
•<Jovernment because    the Minister's 
eye, the Government's eye is on   the next    
election.   So,    this Budget   is actually an 
election-oriented Budget. V?e know that 
they want votes.   But i&e real intention of 
the Government or   the Minister    wiH 
actually comp out after the election is 
over.   While J am saying so, I do not 
mean   that •Budget has not imposed any 
additional burden on the passengers and 
the public.   This    Budget itself has im-
'Ppsed a lot of burden on the passengers, 
on 'ihe poor people.   But I feel tfiat, 
maybe, comparatively the burden is lesser 
this time.   But why it ''; lesser,  what was 
the amount    of .jliyrden   during last  few  
years    and •.v«Jiat will come after the 
election is oper, that is my concern.   I feel 
that duTing the last three years, if I   do 
not take the figures ot the previous yjS&rs, 
even if we-compare this year's Budget 
with the last three years, we Ittd that fo.- 
tha last three years, the , ,<isengers of all 
classes have had to vjty more while 
travelling, particularly I am confining 
myself to the travelling public  and the 
second class. £ find that in 1980-81, a ten 
per cent .sOrcharge was    levied on the 
second r lass.   In the following year, in 
1982-{$3, the fare was increased by 2.5 
paise Ui 5 paise for every slab of 5   KMs 
ci    journey,    depending    upon    the 
•i.^tigth.   And the minimum fare   was 
*sised from 50 paise    to 70    paise. ,Then 
we come to 1982-83.   Here we find that 
the fare was again raised .{*i3# in the 
second class we find that 

the fare where it was Rs. 1950 for a 
journey of 400 k.ml it became Rs. 22.00 
for a journey of 400 k.m. and where the 
fare was previously Rs. 47, it was raised 
to Rs. 52. Last year also there was a 
severe hike in the fare structure of the 
Indian railways. Not only that, Sir. The 
minimum fare was also raised to Rs. 0.80. 
So, Sir, if you compare this Budget with 
the last two years' Budgets, you .will see 
that there has been a continuous process 
of hike in the railway fares and also in 
freight charges. Now, this year the 
Railway Minister has claimed that this is 
a balanced budged Balanced, yes, so far 
as the elections are concerned. But the 
balance will be tilted when the elections 
will be over. This is my assertion, if they 
come to power. 

Thenv Sir, in this Budget Speech the 
Minister has claimed that they are 
crusading for giving amenities to the 
travelling public, crusading against 
corruption. He has used*the word 
'crusading' and so many other strong 
words in order to show his intention that 
the Ministry is dedicated to the welfare of 
the travelling public. I will now deal with 
this point. 

Madam Vioe-Chairman, what are tlie 
benefits that have been extended to the 
travelling public, what are the amenities? 
I find that in this Booklet, Indian 
Railwavs Year Book 1982-83, it has been 
claimed that railways are concentrating 
more on long-distance passenger traffic 
as against short distance which latter can 
he more economically carried by road 
transport. To hide their own faulty 
policies now they say that the railways are 
more interested in longdistance 
passengers than in short distance 
passengers. Now, while this Is being 
asserted in the Year Book, I find that m 
the speech of the Railway Minister he 
says: "There has beep a drop in passenger 
traffic too. However, the fact, that the 
numbers have dropped more sharply than 
the passenger, kilometres indicates thaf 
the cuMp has been mainly in respect   of 
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If the Railways are not interested oi are 
less interested in short-dij:anoe passengers, 
where will these  people-go?   Road 
transport   i3    not   well-organised in our 
country; it do^s.not, have the capacity    to 
carry all thfe travelling public.   Rail travel 
is thfe, only means f°r the poor people and 
that is why everybody in the country 
tiravels by  the railway.   If yott go to the 
Western countries or   to any Asian 
country, you find rail  ravel is the cheapest    
means of goin£ from one place to another.   
But here, the things are going in the 
opposite direction.   Rail     travel is  
becoming costlier and at the same time 
there is no other alternative means which 
may be capable    of carrying all tht . 
passengers.   I   think it is    a wrong policy 
of the   Railway   Ministry   to follow. 

Now about freight.   The    Government 
claims that they have allowed concessions     
in freight  rates   on    a number of items.   If 
you take    last year's budget and     that  of  
earlier years, you find that freight charges 
have been increased.   By this increase of 
course, the Government has   lost some 
goods traffic and they say this1 loss is due to 
shortfall m goods tra- I flic in the  core    
sector,    like    iron and    steel,    coal    etc.      
And    this year     •they     have     allowed    
some relief, in    certain    items.   But    my 
point is,  while     this  concession    ir pome 
items is welcome, whether this relief will be 
passed on to the ultimate     consumer.   Our      
experience shows that the business 
community, the traders,  the  industrialists,    
wifl be pocketing these  concessions    and' 
will    not   allow   it to pass on    the 
consumers.   This    way, the ordinary : 

people, the consumers, are "losers. On the 
one hand you impose surcharge-on tax, on 
the other hand whatever concessions   you   
aliow    on   certain items, the ordinary 
consumer     does ■ not get the benefit and 
the relief goer ■ to the pockets of the 
business com-": munity.   That is why there 
is public resentment against this budget;   
but : 
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the trading community and their 
organisations, like the Federation af 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, have hailed this budget because 
it is in their interest. So, this budget 
serves the interest of monopoly traders 
and business community and not the poor 
or the common people. 

Now, I come to other amenities. Let <us 
take overcrowding in trains. There is need 
to reduce overcrowding    in the suburban 
trains.   But    in effect, we find that 
overcrowding is the perpetual phenomenon 
and the Government has not been able to 
reduce tt,  whether on the suburban trains    
or the long-distance     or  short-distance , 
trains.   But the Government    boasts in its 
report that for reducing overcrowding, they 
have   added   new 18 EME  coaches  and  
54  other  coaches have been replaced.   In 
such a vast, country, particularly in the 
metropolitan cities    like Bombay,    
Calcutta, Madras, where    lakhs of 
passengers travel daily in these trains like 
cattle,    what is this amenity you   are 
providing  by  adding     just   18  EME, 
coaches?   What is this     relief?      In •this 
connection,     various committees had been 
formed.   There was a committee on coach 
augmentation which recommended 
increase in the number of coaches on    the 
passenger trains, particularly the suburban 
trains. But ff find that the Railway Ministry 
does not pay any heed to the suggestions of 
this Committee.   They    are satis-with the 
addition of only eighteen coaches.   
Overcrowding in    the Railways    has    
become a    perennial problem.   I find from 
the last year's report that in the suburban 
section, in tlie    peak period, these    
coaches were carrying   passengers to the 
ex~ • tent of more than 500 per cent. This 
tis as.per last year's report. This year,, uve 
find that these coaches are carrying 
passengers    to the extent    oif enore than 
600 per cent of their capa-city.   It was 600 
per cent last year. It was expected to 
increase    to/571 

per cent. Now, this will be around 600 per 
cent. This is the extent to , which these 
coaches are carrying passengers more than 
their capacity. This is the position.   If    the 
office-  goers are to travel in such 
overcrow-    ded trains, you can    easily 
imagine  what type ot' amenities     
are  being 
provided to the ordinary passengers,what 
type of amenities are being dished ou,t.to 
these people. 

 
I      In the last year's report, we    find that 
whiJe the passenger km. has increased by 75 
per cent, the number of coache* has 
increased only by 7 per cent.   This year,     
we find that ;   thes?e is only a marginal 
increase in ,  the number of coaches.   The 
increase .   is not much.   Therefore, tlie gap 
bet- 
 ween the passenger Km. and the 

number of coaches remains almost at 
the same level, when compared with 
last year. In thi5 way, we find that 
in regard to even simple things like 
this, the passengers are not given any 
relief. 

Now, Madam, I come    to catering. 
 The Government is boasting about the 

catering, services. In regard to cate 
ring; I:find that the Railway Minister, 
in this House, for the last one year, 
has been saying that the Government 
is very much interested in improving 

!  the  catering  services.   And he    also 
said that they are going to set up a Catering    
Corporation,    so that   the \  responsibility 
in regard    to catering will be taken over by 
a Government j  Corporation and it will be 
efficiently ;  managed..   But I find that this 
Catering Corporation is yet to come. Now, 
they say that for     the Delhi Zone, !  they 
are setting up a, some sort of ;  a, central 
catering organisation, which \  will cater a 
certain trains and certain base kitchens.   
But what ls the position of catering    in our 
trains?    In fact, I do not know whether the 
hon. j Minister takes meals in the trains or 
not..   But we have to take meals   in '• 
the'.trains.   The poor people have to take 
meals in tlie trains.   The meals are actually 
something    which cannot  be., eaten.   
Inedible     things  are 
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per cent in the subsequent year and so on. 
How they calculate these. figures, 1 do not 
know. Take, foi example, the prestigious 
Rajdhani Express trains which run 
between Bombay and Delhi and between 
Oal-cutta and Delhi. What is the pun-
tuality ratio?   We often travel in thfe 

Rajdhani Express. Moat often, 4 
P.M. very often, these trains run late. 

So, if Rajdhani Express itself runs 
late, then how can yon-claim that other 
trains are running on time? In fact, pun-
ctuality remained a slogan only; it is not 
implemented. 

Now I will come to safety, security, etc. 
The Minister's speech and these . reports 
claim that accidents have come down. I 
also find from tl» report—A Review of 
Accidents (0* Indian Government 
Railways—and, in fact, the figures show, 
that the number of accidents have come 
down. But is it a matter for complacence— 
that accidents have come down? Now, even 
if they have come down, you will find that 
in 1982-83 the to*al number of railway 
accidents was 793, about 800. So, 800 
accidents occurred during last year. Is it a 
small number? It is not a small number. 
Our performance may be the worst 
previously, and if you compare it with the 
worst performance and claim that we can 
be complacent about accidente, then I think 
railway passengers wiD be waiting for 
something more disastrous. I find that most 
of the accidents took place due to 
derailment. Out of 797 accidents, 653 were 
due to derailment. Madam, this causes me 
much concern. Why these derailments? 
Derailment means that the entire system of 
the railways is going to derail because, if 
we look into the reports of the various 
committees set up for looking info the 
functions fif the railways—so many 
committees have been set up—anybody 
will be simply alarmed at how we are OPt 
meeting with death and it is sheer accident 
that we are not meeting death. The rolling 
stock position, the track position, the signal 
position—everything—ls"   in a  mess. So. 
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Madam, though the number of accidents 
have been reduced to a certain extent, there 
is no room ior compla-eance. I think two 
years back the Railway Reforms Committee 
published a report. Before this Committee, 
so many committees were set up—the 
Kunjru Committee, the Wanchoo 
Committee and so on—and •ali. these 
committees investigated into the causes of 
railway accidents and made 
recommendations as to how to mijiimise, 
reduce, the acicdents. But what has the 
Government done? The latest Railway 
Reforms Committee stated that "the 
Government has studied reports of the 
various Accident Inquiry Committees" asd 
con-—eluded that "the reebmmendations 
have not received the fullest attention they 
deserved." What a horrible "thing that so 
many committees were set up for 
investigating into the causes of accidents 
an<j the findings of the committees have not 
been implemented! Then where do we 
stand? So, the Government is not paying w 
atention to the recommendations of the 
committees but they are shouting the slogan 
"Punctuality, safety and security." Then the 
Committee goes on: "A number of 
recommendations OE£ the previous Inquiry 
Committees Haye remained 
unimplemented. In a number of cases 
directions have been issued by the Railway 
Board or the zonal headquarters but action 
has not been taken in the field." What an 
.alarming thing! Directions are being issued 
to the zonal railways but those are not being 
implemented by -the zonal railways, even 
direction of the Railway Board. It is 
something strange,   The. Committee again 
goes on: — 

.; "The Committee considered that 

.safety standards! cannot be improved 
unless a serious effort is made at all 
levels to implement the 
recommendations." 

Madarn, these are quotations from three 
reports—only a few quotations; I do not 
want to go into the entire <repirts: they 
are voluminous. I feel 

that unless these Committees' re-1 
commendations are implemented, we 
cannot claim that our railway journey is 
going to become safe. Now something 
about renewal and other things. Track 
renewal, replacement of coashes and other 
"things are pending. Now, Madam, the 
Railway Reforms Committee has 
calculated that even if the existing 
capacity of production of coaches is fully 
utilized, at the end of the Sixth Five-Year 
Plan it will leave a balance of 12,000. It 
means that 12,000 coaches are yet to be 
replaced or renewed. These are some of 
the salient features of the different 
Committee reports. I find that this 
Government does not pay attention to 
implementation of these reports. So we 
cannot be sure that the Railway Ministry is 
actually looking into the question of safety 
of the railway passengers seriously. 

Now Madam,  about the expansion 
programme. The    Railway    Ministry 
claims that they have undertaken an 
expansion programme. I will     come to 
that.   What is the expansion   pro-
gramme?   What   is the total outlay? 
What is the Plan outlay.   We    find that 
this year Rs. 1650   crores   have been 
earmarked as the Plan outlay. We find that 
this falls short of   what is needed.   For 
example,   in 1983-84, the Ministry asked 
for Rs. 1642 crores, but the actual was 
close to Rs. 1442 crores. Now    there has 
been across-the-board cut of    
expenditure of   $ per cent, as envisaged 
by the Centre. The allocation for 1984-
85,as per   Hie report, is Rs. 1650 crores.   
Madam, in terms of replacement of worn 
out as-sets.it     means    that    the   
shortfall in   target    is    1680    coaches, 
28,000 wagons.      5,000       kms.      of    
track renewal and 9,000 kms. of track 
electrification.   When these are the pend-
ing items, how can we feel that the 
Railway Ministry    is actually serious 
about the   expansion   programme?   I 
find that in respect' of expansion   the 
performance of ~the railways is getting 
poorer and for the next year the promise is 
very bleak.   So this Railway Budget is 
actually working to the disadvantage of 
the travelling people. 
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I find that even the existing capacity is 
remaining i( le. I can give you one 
example. If ; ou take the Chittaranjan 
Locomoth e Works, which produces 
electric Ic :omotive$, you will find a 
pitiable condition of the workshop. When 
it wa ; established, there were big promis 
a made. Now a few years back it stopped 
production of steam engines. It has 
started production of electric engines. 
What is the production? I1 you go through 
the report, you fb d that it is in a pitiable 
state.   I fi id from the report 
that CLW    is pre during ..............  I am 
not quoting becau: e it wiH take a long 
time. My po nt is that CLW is simply 
remaining die. Many of the workshops 
are no- working to their full capacity. In 
tlace of producing engines in that 
nstitution, we find that last year 16 e 
tgines the Government was going to 
import from other countries. So this ig 
the actual performance as we fin 1 in 
respect of our Railway Ministry. 

Another point—aid I will conclude —
is about some cf the projects in Bengal. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI 
MARGARET ALVA): You are leaving 
no time fc r your next speaker. 

SHRI SUKOMA, SEN: Madam, Mr. 
Ghani Khan CE -ne to power about a-
year-and-a-half jack, 18 months back, in 
the Railw; y Ministry, he announced very 
loudly that Calcutta could get the circular 
railway within six months. Tha,t vas the 
prime demand of the peopl of Calcutta. 
That was the announcei lent of the Rail-
way Minister. Thi n many people smiled 
and laughed. And one of the Ministers of 
the West Bengal Left Front Government 
very mildly told, "Within six month! it is 
not possible. It is welcome if tie Minister 
will do it. But within sir months it would 
not be possible." The next day Mr. Ghani 
Khan announced, "Why six months? I 
will d» it within three months." Three, si-
s eighteen months have elapsed.   Nov the 
Minister has 

revised his opinion. He says that by six 
months he meant that it would be six 
months from the day of the beginning of 
the project. How rediculous, is the position 
of the Government of India! Now in this 
Budget we find an amount of Rs. 5 crores 
earmarked , for the circular railway. So, 
Rs. 5 crores might be spent within six 
months. That is a different thing. But will 
he give the circular railway to the Calcutta 
people by that? Sor everything is  farce. 

I ask, "What is the necessity of the 
demagogy?" You place the plain facts to 
the people saying, "This ls-my capacity. I 
will do this or do that." But you are 
making a dama gogy and befooling the 
people. But the people are not so foolish 
to be fooled by the Minister in thia way. 
So, the circular railway has remained a 
dream for the Calcutta people. I do not 
know what these Rs. 5 crores are going to 
give to the people in the matter of the 
circular railway. 

Then the metro railway is in a horrible 
mess. I do not know what the Minister is 
thinking. Once upon a time we were told 
that the metro railway In the first phase 
would be opened from the Park Street to 
Rabindra Sadan. 

Then there was a great noise. What is 
the use of opening this one kilo-Metre? 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN ' (SHRI-
MATI MARGARET ALVA): You have 
exhausted half-an-hour. 

SHRI SUKOMAL SEN: In the last 
Consultative Committee meeting it was 
said that it will not be from Rabindra 
Sadan, but that it will be opened from 
Miadan to Bhawanipur. And then they 
say it will be from Esplanade to 
Bhawanipur. Which is correct? Is it a 
matter for joke? Wilt the people be taken 
f°r a ride? "What 
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is this? The Government should come out 
with the real state of affairs, saying that 
the metro is in such a condition, and that 
it will not be opened. But you are trying 
to joke with the people. It is a cruel joke 
with the people of Calcutta who are 
suffering from    great over-crowding. 
Now the last point about the staff 

relations.   What will the railways do if the 
staff relations are not good if you cannot 
maintain industrial peace? I will not go 
into many things of it. If 1 do so, it will 
take one of two hours.   What is your 
policy towards staff?   You  recognise   
certain  unions and  you  do   not     
recognise  certain others,  and you are 
going to victimise people and you retrench 
people. Last year, in 1981    the loco-
runninit staff were demanding    10-hour 
duty. But it was not implemented.  The 
railway    is     a    welfare    organisation. 
But    in the same    organisation you could 
not introduce 10-hour duty for the loco-
running staff.   For that they went on 
strike.   After the strike what is the result?   
Dismissals under rule 4(2)   are 610.   
Premature retirement, 532.   Break in  
service,   7,500   Reversions, 1050.   Other 
penalties, 601 cases, and major penalty 
charge-sheets, 401 cases. So, the lifeline of 
the railways, that  is,  the loco-running 
staff,  have been cowed down.   Hundreds 
of them are under dismissal, suspension; 
hundreds are being charge-sheeted.   And 
you are saying that you are maintaining 
industrial peace    in the railway 
administration and that you are doing so 
many things for the benefit of the staff.    
So,  I request the Ministry to think twice 
while they    claim about the success.   I 
nnd that the Railway Minister's speech, the 
entire budget is actually a hoax; it is 
nothing but a hoax. So I oppose this 
budget,    with these words, I thank you. 
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SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM (Tamil 

Nadu): Madam Vice-Chairman, I am very 
glad that you have given me this 
opportunity to speak on the Railway 
Budget sooner than I expected. I did not 
expect my predecessor-speaker to finish 
so soon. Madam, Indian Railways are the 
second largest railways in the world and it 
is one of the biggest public institutions in 
our country. We have 1461 thousand 
Kms. of railway route and more than 7000 
railway stations and millions, of people 
daily travelling on the railways. In spite of 
all these things so many of cur Members 
have spoken now criticising the railway 
administration and demanding this and 
that. While some have, of course, 
appreciated the railway administration, 
others have said that nothing has been 
sanctioned for their areas or for their 
States. As far as I am concerned, I am not 
going to charge th© administration with 
so many things. In fact, with the meagre 
income they have, we have to see what 
they are doing and how they are doing. 
For the past several years we have been 
demanding so many things and they are 
also meeting some. But if you take the 
railway map and see the spread of railway 
lines ort the map, on the southern side you 
will see only a small number of lines, laid 
sparsely, . while on the northern side the 
map is full of railway lines, thickly laid. 
Last week they wanted an underground 
railway for Delhi. When we ask for 
conversion of our metre gauge into broad 
gauge, when we from the south ask for 
additional stations to be constructed, when 
we from tlie south ask for additional lines 
to be laid, they gay they want an under- 

ground for the capital of this country. No 
doubt, for the capital city We can spend 
some money but not to this extent. Even our 
Finance Minister, when presenting the 
Budget, and the Railway Minister, when 
presenting the Budget, say we have got 
these constraints, we have ffiat# and so on. 
One thing I appreciate of the railway 
administration. When We write letters to the 
Railway Minister, within a week we get a 
reply saying we regret that we are not in a 
position to do it. In the past seven years we 
have been asking one thing; There are four 
main cities in the country including Madras. 
The population of Madras is increasing day 
by day. It was 20 lakh9 only 15 years 
before; now it is more than 65 lakhs. Of 
course, friends like Dr. Malcolm Adi-. 
seshiah may say, no, no, it is only 59.8 
lakhs. It is more than 65 lakhs now. I do 
congratulate you for having sanctioned two 
underground railways, one at Mambalam, in 
the heart of the Madras city, and one at 
Palvan-thangal, from where I am coming. 
This has So happened. We came to know 
out of this meagre experience that unless 
and until we cry for more grant, we will not 
be sanctioned. Un-less the child cries, the 
mother wont feed it. likewise,, we have 
learnt this and hereafter we are going to cry 
for this, that  and everything. 

Some Members have said that since 
there is going to be election by   the end 
of this year, we have got a very good 
Budget, both    Railway Budget and 
General Budget.   Of course, once in five 
years we are facing elections. And every 
time when you are going to face the 
election our   Budget    is good. But what 
is the guarantee that we are going to have 
elections? Nobody is aware of it.   Is it a 
fact or is it guaranteed that we are going 
to have election soon? I am not going to 
discuss all these maters. 

What now I want to say, Madam, is that 
they have sanctioned merely Rs.-8 crores 
for the Karur-Dindigul railway line for 
the last three years. Not even in a single 
year, whenever th* 
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Every three minutes a train is going from 
Madras Beach to Tambaram, from the 
sea-shore up to Tambaram. Unusually, 
and unfortunately, the railway line just 
divides Madras City into two parts as I 
have already told you on so many 
occasions. Persons staying in one part of 
Madras City have to cross the railway line 
only through railway gates, to go to the 
other part. E^jery one or two minutes we 
have a train. Fifty per cent of the total 
population of madras City cannot cross 
the railway tracjj so easily, because there 
is no other route for going from one place 
to the other. Almost all the offices are 
located in the northern part of Madras^ 
We cannot go from the southern part to 
the northern part until and unless we have 
proper access. Therefore, it should be 
converted into broad-gauge if it is 
possible or a new line shoul be provided. 

A Kerala Member wanted a coach 
factory to be set up in Kerala. I have gone 
through his speech. Since the Cabinet has 
Joint responsibility, I am mentioning this. 
They say that if we have to start one more 
industry in the same Place, then we will be 
expected to spend Rs. 40 to 45 crores. In 
some other place, the same industry will 
cost more than IOO crores of rupees. If 
thfe theory is applied to the Railways, 
there is already a coach factory there and 
if you want another coach factory in 
another part, why should you not start it 
just along with the existing coach factory 
at Pream-bur? You can provide 
employment for more than 5000 people 
with a meagre amount. We have asked for 
it' and you have said that you would 
definitely consider this matter. How long 
are you going to consider this matter? We 
will wait and see. I think you will consider 
it favourably. You say that you do not 
have funds. That is a verv Rood answer to 
tackle all the problems. I find that 7000 
acres of land belonging to Railways is 
lying vacant. If you go through the railway 
tracks, you will find that on both the sides 
the entire land belongs 
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Railways. You are not going to use this 
land even for 200 yeara. More than 500 
huts have been constructed on railway 
land in Madras city. If you sell this land, 
you can get more than Rs. 500 or 600 
crores. If you sell your land in Calcutta 
and other places, you can get Bs. 2000 to 
3000 crores easily, ou^t of which you can 
spend the money for development 
purposes. The land is lying vacant. It is 
not going to be used now. I suggest that 
you just have an enquiry into it in order 
to find out whether what I say is correct 
or not. 

[The     Vice-Chairman      (Shri    R. 
Ramakrishnan) in the Chair]. 

, I would like to say something about our 
employees in the Railways. I have got 
some of my classmates in the Railways. 
Some of my friends are working in the 
Railways. It is really a very good 
Department. There was a time 25 years 
age. If somebody said that he was 
working in the Railways, he had a good 
marriage market. "Oh! you are working in 
the Railways; then I will definitely give 
my daughter to you." Nowadays, if 
anybody says that he is working in the 
Railways, no father would come forward 
to give his daughter to him. If anybody 
enters the Railways as a clerk, then it is 
quite possible that he will retire as a 
clerk. In my State, if a person is a clerk 
and he reaches the maximum, then 
automatic promotion will be given to 
him. Here, even after reaching the 
maximum and having more than 25 years 
of service in the same category and 
spending most of his life for the benefit of 
your Railways' that person is not given his 
due benefit and prom<y i > 1 Is it not a 
shame on our part? The juniors get 
promotions because of so many 
references in the Railways. So, what I 
want to say is that even if you are not to 
provide promotion for the persons who 
have reached their maximum, at least you 
give the next scale erf pay for the persons 
who have reached their maximum. That 
matter will have to be considered. 

Then, Bir, whenever I go to the station, 
I see the porters. These porten are the 
condemned persons of the Railway 
society. There is no security, there is no 
increment and no scale of pay for those 
who work as porters. They have nothing. 
These porters, waiting for the trains to 
serve the passengers, are the last grade 
servants. They are the employees to the 
employees of the Railways. At least, Sir, 
devote some thought to these porters, and 
give some preference for their children 
whenever the children of these porters 
aPPly for posts in the Railways. Kindly 
provide some percentage of posts for the 
children of these porters. 

With regard to passengers, my friend 
has said that they have increased the fares 
and everything. Yes, they have increased 
the fare. If you travel in the first class, 
you will find that most of the seats are 
occupied by the Railway officers and 
persons with higher scales of pay. But 
they have increased the fares for the 
second class, the season ticket, etc. What 
I want to say is that you are not going to 
earn as much income just by raising the 
fares for the season tickets and the' 
second class tickets. So, I would request 
our hon. Minister to see what we can do 
for the benefit of these people who avail 
of the season tickets. 

Finally, Sir, in most of the States, I find 
that the bus fares are somewhat lesser 
than the train fares. Instead of going by 
train, they go by bus because the 
minimum rate here is one rupee. So, they 
prefer to go by bus. There is a theory in 
economics. I am not a genius in 
economics like our Prof. Adiseshiah or 
our Finance Minister. But I know 
something about the fundamental 
principles of economics. There is some 
theory of increasing returns and 
diminishing returns. By increasing the 
fares, you are getting on]v the 
diminishing returns. Our income is 
reduced because you have increased the 
rates. You are getting only low returns. 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: It i3 becoming 
counter-productive. 
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SHRI R. MOHAJ ARANGAM; Yes. 
That is why it is better to have a 
minimum of 50 pai; e instead of having 
one rupee f°r a rai way ticket, whereby w« 
can increase our income. 

Finally, Sir, the employees who are 
working in the catering establishments 
are very poor people. They are working 
there--some of them—for more than 20 
oi 25 years. Kindly have a thought foi 
them. Show some sympathy to then We 
should confirm them. They ;ay that they 
are not the employee; pf the Railways. 
They are the emp oyees of the cont-
ractors. They wo k for the contractors in 
the Railwi y canteens or catering 
establishmer ts. And they are given very 
meagre salary—Rs. 60 or Rs. IOO. 
Whenev< r you take these establishments 
u »der your control, you take these < 
mployees, confirm them and absorb them 
In your Railways. 

So, Sir, if you just do all these things, I 
think, w* can somewhat solve some of 
the probl ;ms in the Railways out of the 
measure income. Out of this money, only 
do that which is most important. 1 would 
request you to give some tho ight to what 
I suggested and get r ore money allotted 
for our Tamil N idu State, and you start 
new railwa Mines and convert the metre-
gauge into broad-gauge whereby we can 
do something good for the people who 
are completely dependent on th    
railways. 

With these wc rds, Sir, I conclude my 
speech. 
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SHRI A. G. KULKARNI; (Maha-

rashtra) : Sir, I want to draw the attention 
of the Minister of State to certain 
question's. Because I am not going to 
make any speech, I will finish within 
three to five minutes. Sir, discussion was 
held here about six months ago about 
adequate provision for development and 
realigning of Railways in Marathwada. 
We were assured about it and even the 
Chairman took interest. But this time it 
seems that only a sum of Rs. 3 crores has 
been provided, if I am right. Sir, the 
demand of the people on that side was for 
a provision of Rs. 10 crores. Is it not 
possible to add something more for that 
backward area of the Maharashtra State, 
so that the line work can be taken up 
expeditiously? 
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Then, Sir, par icularly the working of the South    
Central    Railway has much to be desiiad.   Sir, 
personally I have taken up    he working  of    
the South Central R ulway    with various 
Ministers, right   com Mr.    Kamlapati and even 
before him, up to Mr. Jaf-far Sharief who is now 
holding   the fort. One point  about which 1    
feel very sore is    tha promise given    by Mr. 
Jaffar Shari ;f    in the Consultative Committee,   
:arlier by Mr. Kedar Pandey when h    was the    
Minister, and by Mr.    Ka nlapati Tripathi and 
then  by Mr.  Se hi.   Every    Minister has given 
an assurance; and Mr. Jaffer Sharief sits on Lie 
file.   The point is that the railway line was 
broad-gauged between Koll apur and Pune.    
We deired that ic should be broad-gauged from 
Bangalore to Pune. We never said that the piece 
between Miraj and Bangalore should not be 
broad-gauged. Actually you an   at "fault. 
People are clamouring for b -oad-gauging the 
line right from Bang lore   to Pune so that it will 
be a one piece line and there will be no prob em.   
Sir,    there are two trains runnij g.   One is the 
Maha, laxmi which is a prestigious train. Mr. 
Jaffer Sharief, 1   do  not    know that happens to 
you  vhen you go -to office and do not sign  he 
file.   That is what . I. am worried a >out.   An    
assurance was given. Thej   assured me that as 
soon as the Gun ;akal-Bangalore piece is- done 
they wo ild do it. 

THE VICE-C1 AIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHN/ N): He is deeply studying 
the lim. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: That was done in 
January, inaugurated by tim or by some other 
Minister, I do not know. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI C. K. 
.JAFFAR" SHARIEF)-Prime Minister. 

SHRI A.. G. KULKARNI: ' Thank God.   
But  we,    he unfortunate peo- 

ple,  are still facing the problem. ->I 
requested him to join it to train 8 which gqes 
to Bombay, as promised, and put it in the time 
table. 

Then about allocation of quota 
Though I do not know properly. Mr. 
Jaffar Sharief, perhaps you come 
from Gulbarga; but you do not come 
from Hubri.  

SHRI C. K. JAFFAR SHARIEF: 
Devangore. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: He is 
mortally afraid of Hubri. He stop 
per our trains. Again we are goisg 
late. And more quotas are allotted, 
I Class, II Class, ACC, to Bangalore— 
a lion's share—though Bangalore has 
an outlet via Gundakal to Bombay. 
Before I retire from this House you 
implement your and your General 
Manager's promise. In Miraj a quota 
of two bogies is there, but that is en 
route quota. This is the problem. Sir, 
I hope Mr. Jaffar Sharief will be hon 
est in respect of his assurance and 
give it to us.  

SHRI C. K.    JAFFAR    SHARIEF:! 
Should I say______ ? 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Yes,   you 
say. 

SHRI      H.        HANUMANTHAPPA 
(Karnataka):   He will give a  reply I    after 
listening to me because we   are also      
interested      in      that  "    line. Shri A    G.    
KULKARNI:   '   Then, ',    Sir, the third point I 
want to make is about the Kalyan Station.   I 
think it is Mr. Jaffar Sharief himself   nflao has 
done this act.   I am very happy that he stopped 
the tea stall at the Kalyan Station.   Perhaps    
you W*fB in the train; Somebody told me 
thafra Minister had stopped this" stall In the 
Kalyan  Station.   There is no tea in the morning 
because the Mahalaxmi Express!  reaches  there 
between 6.30 and  7.00    in the morning.   The   
tea '   waa very   bad'." "But'It has nOt-yet V 
been replaced.   T am very much wor- '    ried.   
Two months    have g°ne smce |   your order     
has been implemented. 
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[Shri A. G. Kulkarni] There is no dam 
tea available at the Kalyan Station.   What 
should we do? What do you mean by 
that? 

SHRi C. K. JAFFAR SHARIEF: I am 
sorry. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN):  Drink coffee. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: There is 
neither tea nor coffee. I am not asking for 
idli or wada. I am only asking for tea or 
coffee. Mr. Jaffar Sharief, the Moghul 
Badshah, stopped this tea stall. There is 
nothing now. What is the matter? 
(Interruptions) 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Mrs. Das, please 
do not disturb. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, I agree 
with what my friend, Mr. Mohanarangam 
said about the people employed in the 
railways. Sir, I met one pooi- chap, Mr. 
Malidawale, who comes from Miraj. He 
belongs to a famous mosque in Miraj. He 
came to me and said, "I am a servant of 
the railways for the last 30 years." I 
asked, "Then, what happened? Are you 
retiring?" He replied, "No. I am still not 
confirmed." I do not understand this. He 
is a Coach Attendant. And tliat is why we 
meet him In the Mahalaxmi Express. I 
asked, "Why have you not been con-
firmed. He was interviewed seven times. 
There is some officer. I do not want to 
name him. It is very wrong on my part to 
name an officer. He was again 
interviewed and again selected. But 
ultimately, as Mr. Mohanarangam  aid, It 
seems that the poor chap could not 
produce the money which ia required. I 
say this with full responsibility because I 
know this chap, Malidawale. He belongs 
to our workers. He was working with us 
for the last 30 years. So, I am sorry, such 
people are not finding employment and 
not being confirmed. So, thfe is 
something which should be looked into. I 
have written to   you  a separate 

letter about Malidawale. There must be 
hundreds of Malidawales who have been, 
what you call, sacrificed to because they 
couldnot provide the favours which are 
required by the higher officers. 

Sir, the last point I want to make is 
about the Mahalaxmi which is a 
prestigious train. I am demanding that the 
South-Central Railway inclu. ding the 
Miraj-Pune Section should be withdrawn 
from that. This is because the 
Maharashtra side of the South-Central 
Railways is getting a stepmotherly 
treatment. All the bogies, particularly the 
bogies in the II Class, the A.C. Class and 
the I Class, are the worst. When they are 
to be thrown away from the Bangalore 
side, they are brought on the Miraj side. I 
will take every railway line and every 
division as our division. But if you cannot 
provide good coaches for the Mahalaxmi 
Express which is run as a prestigious 
train, put us in the Central Railway. We 
will have another type of coaches.   Do 
that. 

Thank you very much. 
SHRI M. M. JACOB (Keraia): Mr. Vice-

Chairman, Sir, I am very happy that I got an 
opportunity now to participate in the 
discussion on the Rail-j ways. Well, Sir, we 
are happy that the Indian Railways are by 
far one of the largest network of the railway 
system in the world, where you find more 
passenger traffic and freight movement. But, 
as I mentioned earlier on one or two 
occasions, I have a feeling that we, the 
Indian Railways, should give more priority 
to the passenger traffic than to the goods 
traffic. From the point of view of goods 
movement and earning income, well, the 
goods traffic is good. But goods— except 
the priority items, the other items—can be 
moved by other means of transport like lorry 
transport, water transport ann so on antf so 
forth But there is no other method, easier, 
more comfortable or attractive or agreeable 
to the common masses of the peoole In the 
country than the railways. That Ia one point 
which   I thought T must 
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bring to the notice of the hon. Minister 
because I f nd that every time promises are 
mace about new lines, increased -lines and 
comforts, but   the people do    nut feel the 
increase as much.    Even   in the  present  
budget proposals, I was lookng for one 
word about  the pre mise     of the Railway 
Minister and tlie Government of India to 
the Keraia State    for connecting 
Ernakulam to Quilon up to Kayanku-lam.   
Every  year when  the railway budget  
comes,  the people of Kerala State look up 
13 the budget to find out whether that   ine 
has come, but unfortunately ev;ry time they 
get disappointed.   Last time we thought 
that it was only bcause of the slogan ot 
"punctuality,     safety  and     security" that 
there wa    delay.   But this year also at the 
end  o'f the hon. Railway Minister's 
speech, we got a nice slogan.   I appreciate     
and congratulate the hon. Minis er fo.r the 
good slogan, but we are stil left where we 
were. Sir, the unfor unate  part is  that for a 
distance of 43 kilometres, from Al-leppey 
to Kaytnkulam, they have provided in the 
fc ldget Rs. 1 Iakh.   Is it not a disgrace to 
include Rs.  1 lakh for a line whic Ii people 
thought would be completed by 1984-85?   
Last year also one lakh of rupees was 
provided.   This    is  | new line.   And even 
for the trip fr< m Delhi or Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari,  hh ig the shortest route via 
Ernakularr, Alloppey and Kayan-kulam.   I 
request you to kindly see that some change 
is made in   the allocation this year and 
more funds are provided so tl at you may 
not withdraw the wort already started on 
the Kayankulam-A lleppey sector. 

Sir, in this budget I am sorry to note 
that one or two items in which my State 
is very much interested do not figure 
anvwhere. The total allocation for tre 
Kerala region is practically not much. I 
understand and appreciate tha' the 
Railway Minister has given gi od thought 
about the north-eastern region and also 
the central region. I have no grudge 
against it.   That     is     also    necessary.   
The 

much-negtected  north-eastevrn  sector 
has to be developed    and improved. 
But, Sir, the South as a whole,   and 
Kerala in particular, is neglected this 
time.   It  is  an irreparable loss to  a 
certain extent.   Regarding setting up 
of railway workshops, coach factories, 
etc.,   you  find  that  in  Tamil  Nadu, 
our   neighbouring    State—the   Vice- 
Chairman    knows it—there    are nve 

railway workshops, two in Karnataka 
and one in Andhra Pradesh. I thought 
that naturally this year's budget will 
bring a good announcement that their 
is going to be one workshop in Kerala 
State.   But that has also been a dis 
appointment.   So    I    think   perhaps 
when the Railway Minister winds up 
the discussion he may say that   the 
coach-building factory which is pro 
posed in this budget will be located 
in  Kerala.   I request  the hon.  Rail 
way Minister who is here..............  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Mr. Jacob, every 
State wants it. 

SHRI M. S. RAMACHANDRA 
(Tamil Nadu):  Every town wants it. 

SHRI M. M. JACOB: One important 
factor about Kerala is that it is a State 
where you find the maximum number of 
unemployed people. That is the State 
from where you are getting more foreign 
exchange by way of your commodities 
which are sent abroad. So it deserves a 
special consideration to reduce 
unemployment and also to get the finest 
variety of work produced, and a coach 
building factory in that State will be 
appropriate. 

Next, the railway line running from the 
northern end of Kerala State to the 
southern areas has a prestigeous train 
ealled the Parasuram Express. This is the 
only one train which is running from the 
northern side of Keraia connecting three 
regions, which is considered three 
regions, train, which can be used even by 
the t«urists because thi3 is the only train 
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[Shri M. M. Jacob] 
that runs during the day time conn 
ecting the Malabar region, the Cochin 
region and the Travancore region, 
bringing about a sort of integration 
in the entire State. This train is of 
tourist importance. For this train I 
would request you to introduc© AC 
first class so that people coming from 
outside can take advantage of it. This 
is of great value because people to 
and from Kanyakumari, from Manga 
lore or other places can very well use 
this Parasuram Express. Similarly, I 
do not know why the AC chair car is 
costing the first class fare in the 
Venad Express which ig also plying in 
Kerala. In other places the fare of 
the chair car is less than the first 
class fare, I am told. But here I find, 
on this dilapidated, outmoded, 
Venad      Express the      chair car 
fare is equivalent to the first class fare, 
and the comfort is practically nil. 
unfortunately. And when I describe this 
train as the dilapidated and outmoded, I 
do not mean the Railway Minister should 
withdraw it; no. I would request the 
Railway Minister not to withdraw it. 
Instead of two coaches We get only one 
and often many passengers stand and 
travel in the first class. This ig one of the 
difficulties we are facing. 

Apart from these things, generally I feel 
we should give priorty to renewal of 
tracks. I am coming now to the general 
issues. A good percentage of the 
accidents occur because of the non-
renewal of the tracks. I understand from 
the books that about 14,000 kms are to be 
renewed. This should be done at a faster 
speed. There are distress bridges, bridges 
which are almost on the verge of collapse. 
It is estimated that about 2000 to 3000 
bridges are there like this. Money has to 
be found somehow or other to repair these 
bridges and also ■see that they are well-
maintained. 

Then about manning level-crossings. 
SLeyel-ciossing should be invariably 
manned for safe passage of trains. 
Railway'did take care of the manning 

of level crossing last year by providing 
money, they have taken care of tlie 
telephones and signalling system on the 
railways by providing more money. Some 
improvements are there. I am very happy 
that some improvements have, taken 
place leading to manning of unmanned 
level-crossings- otherwise, if the level-
crossings are left unmanned it means you 
are allowing people to die. Therefore, all 
precautions should be taken. J would 
request that speedy efforts must be made 
for manning the unmanned level-
crossings in the entire country. 

Then trie Railway Protection Force is 
doing a good service. I am very happy 
about the role played by the Railway 
Protection Force. But some more 
vigilance is necessary, because passengers 
from the extreme south travel to the 
extreme north. I say this not because of 
parochialism of Kerala region, but it is a 
fact that people in large numbers travel 
from Kerala to north for employment, for 
jobs, for everything, they come to Delhi 
because Delhi is our capital. And they 
have to travel more than 2000 to 3000 
kms. So they need absolute security. 
Security is a very important aspect for us. 
Then, when you say or talk of tapering of 
fares and giving special concession to the 
north-eastern region for long distance 
travellers; why not you extend that 
facility and concession to the people who 
travel for more than 1000 kms on a pro-
rata basis give some proportional 
reduction in the fare so that the fare will 
not be so much for the Kanyakumari 
passenger to reach Delhi. It must be a 
different rate which must be lesser. 

Then I congratulate the railways in 
another respect, and that is for the 
encouragement given to the sports 
people. I have heard from the speech of 
the Hon. Minister and also from other 
informations and facts that the Railway 
are giving good recognition to sports. I 
am happy, even last year in the  ASIAD 
the Railway Ministry 
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was good enou ;h to give promotion to 
Valsamma, w io brought gold medal to 
India in spo: ts. The Railways are able to 
give rec ignition to the sportsmen. That is 
w ay today in this country and outsid; the 
Railways are able to fare better and well 
hi the field of sports. I feel and wish that 
the Railway M nistry will give more 
incentives and more support to the 
sportsmen and sportswomen of this 
country, so that our prestige is maintained 
as best ;,s possible. 

Before conch ding, I would like to 
make a request to the Railway Minister. 
The most .mportant point which I thought 
of t ie Budget provisions seemed to be 
the budget provision for the Kayam 
Kulam line. It is a burring issue in that 
area. It is very diffiojJt to go back to our 
State like this. It is a crying need of the 
people there for the last ten years. You 
have promise 1. Please see that something 
is d 'nd about rt. It is a  tcy important 
problem. Six- Thank rou. 

I wot Id congratulate the Railway 
Minister for presenting a Budget which 
gives us hope and also expectation. 
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SHRI AJIT KUMAR SHARMA (Assam): 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Railway 
administration is, in fact, a parellel 
Government, with its own independent 
Budget. But unfortunately this is a 
Government without management. In spite 
of all the statistics, given in the Railway 
Budget, tnere is a singular dack of 
perspective in the whole Budget. Railways 
have j developed in different ways. Many 
lines have been extended and new lines 
have been laid. And they have provided 
many facilities to the passengers. But the 
paint is, even jn the previous years, the 
Minister of Railways promised, on different 
occasions, in regard to travel specific points, 
that the trains will run in time, that the 
second class passengers will have 
reasonable comforts, that there wil] be no 
corruption in regard to reservations and the 
people will have easy, facilities of easy 
reservation of sea's in the trains. Also, there 
is a promise that there will be improvement 
in the goods traffic.. But on all these counts, 
the present Budget does not give us any 
assurance Or does not show that these 
promises have been fulfilled. What we find 
is that the second class passengers have still 
to go through a lot of harasments, 
difficulties and sufferings. As has been 
pointed out by hon. Members Shri Ladli 
Mohan Nigam. one basic fact is that the     
railways     do     not     care   for 

these illiterate and poor passengers who 
do not even understand how to reserve a 
seat. The result is that they suffer the 
most. When we find that in the vmg 
distance trains, there are only reset ved 
bogies and there is no scope for any 
ordinary passenger who has not reserved 
to get into it, then, either these poor 
people hav: to remain in tlje stations or 
they have Somehow *o bribe some 
officers Or ticket-checkers to get a seat. 
This s'ate of affairs should "• ended and 
the Rai'way Ministry should take special 
measures to help this section ot the 
people. In this respect, the Railway 
administration has a particular duty to see 
that, its own officers, the ticket-checkers 
and other officers, who are entrusted with 
tlie ta*k of looking into the comforts of 
thf» passengers and also to see that tickets 
are taken by the passengers, must not be 
corrupt. Thev should be he'p-ful to the 
passenger.: They should not only help 
Members of Parliament, but  also  the   
general  passengers. 

In this context, what do we find in the 
Delhi station itself in regard to 
reservations? For some time, there was 
some improvement. But again now, we 
find that there are so many complaints in 
regard to reservation of seats in the Delhi 
station itself. I would like to point out to 
the hon. Railway Minister that unless we 
succeed in effecting some improvements 
in regard to these simple things, other 
claims of the railways will all be 
meaningless. Regarding timely running 
of trains, the less said the better. If I can 
give you an example, the Tinsukia Mail 
has been running, for the last one month, 
on an average, late by ten hours. Now, if 
this be the state of affairs, people cannot 
travel in trains with any certainty about 
reaching their destnations. This matter 
has to be deeply gone into by the 
Administration and we hope that things 
will improve at least in the next year. 

About the development of railways 
also there is no perspective in the 
Railway   Administration.    As honou- 
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rable Shri    Ha? hmj has pointed out, the 
railways    still want  to    improve the system 
only in those areas where the system is 
already ahead of other places. Now if      refer 
to this northeastern region, i 'e find that we 
have been fed with  promises     only  since. 
1953.   For instal ce,  about    providing an 
alternative rati link in   the   south Of the 
Brahmapi tra    connecting Gauhati with 
DibruE Irh via all the towns which was made 
in 1953 and repeated every year, evei   today 
we find that the Railway Ministry has clearly 
point the whole schem:;    to ihe North-Eastern 
Council. Whenever 

ate,  whenev< go   to   jail, 
when they create a situation, -the Gov--lent 
come out with some proposal, but that is with 
all insincerity as'    is sound.    Regarding this 
alternate link -een Gauhati and Dibrugarh pro-
es have been made, but not only they remain    
unfulfilled but also - is an element of 
hypocrisy in the ray administration.   I would 
like to know from the Minister what actu-has 
been dec deci by the Ministry for the purpose 
"f providing tbig alternate  link.   Sir ply 
providing some 
tt we    have 
s  and territories 
in the N.E. Region does not do any good 
to  the     people.   Regarding     railway 
connection with ! . the people 
and    the   Goverr ment    of   Meghalya 
have rejected  tht    Railwav    Depart 
ment's plan  for    connecting Gauhati 
Burai.   So t lis matter of broken 
has to b(j looked into. I hope 
the Railway Mini; try and the Railway 
& will take ■ ..heme    nnd 
prove   its   sincerity   in   implementing its 
assurances giv ;n sin 

Now there is another point about the 
railway administration in the north-eastern 
region regarding appointment of local 
candidates of the region—Assam, Meghalya, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Ar inch al Pradesh. 
The NF Railway has systematically and in a 
planned way deprived the local candidates of 
employment in this particular area. Thf NF 
Railways has been turned into I kind of 
colony   of 

people from Bangladesh and other p aces. 
This ig systematic deprivation of tlie local 
people of Assam, Meghalya, Nagaland and 
Arunachal Pradesh. It must end. Tlie railways 
made a promise to end this State of affafrs 

I find that even today it ig conti 
nuing. Only three or four k. I 
received a letter saying that 200 can 
didates were interviewed and    medi 
cally examined, but they have not be:n 
given appointments.    There i; a 
conspiracy going on in the ad* 
tion of 'ihe a^ea. This must h 
I hope the Rai'wav Ministry aid    the 
Railway  Board  will take     immedi 'e 

s to remedy this situation. 

Now T- do not want to ad I many 
more things because every year we 
have been discussing the same issues. 
But I want the railway administra 
tion to take concrete measures to 
bring about improvement in 
way communication in this north-eas 
tern region so that people can tr 
with comfort from there to the rest 
of the country and within lin. 
Imm-oved arid expanded t bm- 
munication is also necessa pur- 
poses of integration which is a much talked  
about  subject  concerned. 

Thank you, Sir. 

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Thank you, 
Mr. Vice-Chairman, for the opportunity given 
to me. Our senior friend Mr Ladli Mohan 
Nigam while initiating the debate on the 
Railway Budget, called it a makhmali thaili ful! 
of gitnd. I will just try to show what makhmali 
thaili contains before I go over to the other 
aspects. Mr. Nigam pointed out that the Plan-
ning Commission is not fair in sanctioning the 
amounts to the Railways. Knowing this, I, will 
just go through the items of what the railways 
have given with the limited resource^ they 
Jiave. Sir, of course, the Minister's Budget 
speech gives details. Hundred new trains 
introduced, 12 long distance trains added, ?2 
trains dieselis-ed,  237  trains  speeaed  up,  40    
new 
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[Shri If. Hanumanthappa] suburban 
trains started_   In    addition to this, with 
tlie help o'f the Planning Commission,    
950 locomotives during the Sixth Plan,  
5000    coaches,  72000 wagons, and 
renewal of 9150 kms. and electrification   
of   1824   kms.   in  spite of a push up in 
the working expenses to \he extent  of    
Rs,    292.50 crores, Which includes relief 
to the staff, additional DA instalments, 
increase    io fuel cost, upgrading    thg. 
posts    and more breaches due to fioods 
and patrolling of tracks increased.   With 
all constraints on the    resources, as ad-
mitted by my friend Mr. Nigam who 
initiated     the discussion,      with    the 
scarce resources given by the Planning 
Commission, Railways have given a better 
picture.   No doubt, they have admitted  
lapses   where  they   are.   In revenue 
earning they could not reach the target.   
In     passenger-kilometres also, they could 
not reach the target. But still, with 
whatever money they had got, how far 
they are justified In managing the 
railways,  these figures speak for 
themselves. 

Sir, with this background, I come to the 
aspect of punctuality of trains. I request 
the Minister one thing. There was a time, 
then late K. Hanu-manthaiah was the 
Railway Minister, there was a lot of 
punctuality. That is still there in the minds 
of the railway passengers. He was able to 
bring punctuality in the running of the 
railways.   I request the Railway Minister 

529.    But, Sir, you have neglected to j'    
implement the recommendations given the 
Kunzru   Committee   and the Sikri  
Committee    which    are   10/15 years old. 
You have now looked in*0 them and you  
have  started gradual implementation of 
these recommendations,  and thereby. There 
is    gradual reduction of the accidents.    
Had tliev been    implemented     vigorously    
and ?eriously,   I think certain]y   the acci-
dents would have been reduced con-
siderably. 

Sir, I heard Mr. Mohanarangam and Mr. 
A. G. Kulkarni. Mr. Mohanarangam comes 
from Madras where he has got the Zonal 
Headquarters. And Mr. A.  G.  Kulkarni  
comes from    Maharashtra where we have 
got two Zonal. Headquarters, the 
Headquarters of the Cerrtral and the Western 
Railways.    I remember there  is a proverb. 
On a shanty   day   if  it  rains,   the   persons 
selling  salt  will   czy  that  their  salt will be 
washed away by the rains. But here are 
people who are selling coconuts.   They are 
also crying, with trie railway network in 
Madras with thg * Zonal Headquarters and 
Bombay with two '-Zonal  Headquarters.    
This  reminds me the story of Kisagauthami. 
.   When B.udha    asked he go to    each 
house and find out if there was any house in 
which nobody had died, she found that in 
every house somebody or other had died. So, 
her grief comes down. So, when I see that 
every person in this House is crying, I feel 
that my sorrow has become less" and that my 
crying will have no value at all before the 
Railway Minister. 
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Mjraj.   This is the heart-line of Karnataka 
which passes in between Karnataka.   So, the    
people of Shimoga, Hubli, Bidar, Chitradurg 
and Tumkur, to reach either Bombay or 
Delhi, have t0 go Bangalore,    the    State 
Capital and then take the long-distance train,. 
I aai told that the survey    between Miraj and 
Bangalore has been   completed. I request 
the Railway Minister at 'east to see that this 
is included in the (Seven th Plan to give 
justice   to   the people of Karnataka in the 
matter of railways.   About      the       
reservation point, the metre    gauge    train    
that starts from Bangalore    is   also called 
Mahalaxmi Express    and it    reaches Miraj 
around 7 o'clock in the morning. The 
Mahalaxmi Express to    Bombay would 
have left that place by then. You were kind 
enough to adjust the timetable so that a man 
who started from Tumkur,   Chitradurg,  
Davanagere    or Hubli, 300 to 400    
kilometres away,, qould got into the train at 
Miraj    to go to Bombay.    Now, if by 
listening to Mr. Kulkarni, you change the 
timetable, the people coming from Hubli, 
Tumkur,    Chitradurg and so on, will have to 
wait for hours together    or. days to get a 
direct train to Bombay. So  now,  before  
giving  an  assurance or  changing     the 
time-table, kindly keep  this  in  view  that  
people  from Hubli,  Sholapur,     Dharwar,  
Tumkur, Shimoga and Karwar will be 
affected if you agree to the suggestion of Mr. 
Kulkarni  to  re-schedule     the Maha- 
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[Shri H. Hanumanthappa] Now, you have 
taken over the Mysore State Railway which 
was earlier managed by the Mysore Maharaja. 
But unfortunately Mysore, the erstwhile State 
Capital, has not been given due consideration. 
For the Bangalore-Mysore conversion which is 
in progress, you have allotted only (Rs. 50 
lakhs, which is hardly sufficient to maintain 
the establishment That means, you do not want 
to take up the Mysore-Bangalore conversion at 
all during 1984-85. Sir, I have got a newspaper 
from Mysore today by name "Navadhwani" 
which has questioned the Minister of J3tate for 
Railways himself a5 to why he has not been 
ab!e to get-sufficient funds for the Bangalore-
Mysore conversion. Sir, this conversion was 
started lorrg back and it is taking a long 
number of years. After all, it is an old line 
which was built by the Maharajah. The 
Railways have not invested anything. It is the 
Mysore Maharaja's linP that you have taken 
.over. Mysore 

 
AN HON. MEMBER:  Your Minister 

'.ere. 

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: But he 
cannot be called a Rajdhani Express. Can he? 
Rajdhani Express .:eant for something. The 
Minister cannot be called a Rajdhani Express. 
It is your policy to link all the important eStleS 
by a Rajdhani Express. 'Bangalore is a State 
capital, if you really meant it is a State capital. 
Why don't you introduce a Rajdhani to 
Bangalore?   Is it wrong that we   are 

having a Minister from our State? I am sorry, 
what cornea in your way in-naming a 
Rajdhani Express? The injustice that you have 
done to Karnataka is indeed very much. Last 
October you announced a daily train from 
Bangalore to Delhi. Where is the train? We 
have to file a complaint before the police 
saying that one train is missing. . You have 
announced it. It is on record. And the train is 
not running, just because our friend, Mr. 
Satyanarayan Reddi came in the way, or Mr. 
N. T. Rama Rao came in way, you took it 
away. This is the way of your appeasement of 
the Opposition.. . 

v THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): It seems to be the  case 
of a missing train. 

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: I do not know. 
Kindly reintroduce that train. This gives the 
impression that. Karnataka is being neglected. . 
That is what the local paper 'Nava Luwani' 
from Mysore has written. Please don't give such 
impressions to .".   That will result 
in.'regionalism 

ional parties which will be the 
greatest danger to the integrity of this 
country.   I hope in  your    reply you 

.ire us a daily train—whether you 
link it with Andhra Pradesh or make it a direct 
train, we are not concerned with it. We want a 
daily Rajdhani Express from Bangalore to 
Delhi. 

' lice has been done to the 
Hospet-Bellary area because of .the Banga'ore-
Guntakal line. There is a . broad gauge line 
already existing between Hospet and Bellary. 
It is only to be tested for passenger traffic, and 
your Budget has provided sufficient funds for 
platforms also. Kindly see to it; three or four 
platforms are necessary in between Hospet and 
Bellary so that Hospet area will come to the 
main line. The track may be tested for 
passenger trains. Please construct some 
platforms in Hospet area so that in future the 
Vijayana- 
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should  feel that they  have got    an. 
involvement     in  the  administration, that   
they     have an  involvement    in shaping 
the future of this country. It is not a question 
of getting some job or money or some 
employment;    it is tbe question of 
involving people into the mainstream, 
involving these people in shaping their 
future.   They should not  become merely 
vote banks—vote and keep quiet.   They 
should have a feeling that V:ey have got a 
part to play in shaping    the future of    this 
eountry.   With this sense    of participation  
and involvement demands,  of reservations   
are   being voiced. After all, a man lives, as 
a coolie, as a clerk, 1 officer...   (Time bell 
rings) 

Now, Sir, I come to staff quarters. In his 
Budget speech the hon. Minis-let'  has said 
that 5.87 lakh quarters are there in the 
Railways.   .But pleaso go  to  the railway     
colonies  and  see 'i     Kindly do not boast 
that   you  have   constructed  so  many 
quarters.     They     were     constructed 
earlier.   They -vere built by the Britishers 
as well a", the successive Government.   
What     is  the  condition  of these colonies 
today.   And you    have added 6500 more 
quarters in 1983-84 and you have plans for 
6600 more in 1984-85.   But     all told,  it 
comes    to only around 6 lakhs,    whereas    
your population  of  employees is  18 
lakhs. Even then you are covering only   30 
per cent of the employees; the other 70 per 
cent of Ihe employees are left without 
quarters today. 

Sir, 1 Jo not know why they are not 
exploring the idea °f forming employees' 
cooperative societies and get money from 
the housing schemes like HUDCO. I do 
not know why the Railways have not 
tapped this source. They can form 
employees' cooperative societies. All 
Government employees and private and 
public undertakings employees are 
terming their own cooperative societies 
and approaching Housing Boards for 
housing facilities. 
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[Shri H. Hanumanthappa] Now, what 
we find is that when a railway employee 
retires hg gives an application for a job 
for his son so that he will not be shifted 
from his quarter, otherwise tomorrow he 
wiH be in the strests. You give a job to 
his son un humanitarian grounds. Thus 
Railway? have become a monopoly 
house. Ycu should break, this monopoly 
by encouraging them, by giving them 
hcus'ng loans or by organising them irito 
cooperative societies and by coordinating 
between HUDCO and the housing boards 
so that more quarters can come up. 

One more aspect. There is a dark spot 
below the lpjnp post. I want to bring to 
the nctice of the hon. Minister that here :n 
Parliament canteen, there is canteen sttif. 
Go-ernment have given uni'orms for the 
winter season to Class JV employee's. 
They are given woollen uniforms. But our 
caterers in the Pa/Iieroent canteen have 
not been given woollen uniforms. Per-
haps, every hon. Member hag noticed that 
during the winter months they are in their 
wh'.te uniforms when our hon. Members 
ate quite comfortable in their overcoats. 
They have given an application. T do not 
know whether it is with Mr. Jaffar Sharief 
or with Mr. Ghani Khan Choudhury. I 
don't know who is sitting over the file. 
Their application is net taken care of. This 
show^ the upathy and the attitude of the 
Railway Administration towards their 
employees. I do not want tQ dwell more 
on this aspect. 

 

tion for Scheduled Castes and Sche/-
duled Tribes. I do not know at what stage 
the brochure is, He has also said that no 
efforts will be spared rh the Indian 
Railways to complete to the maximum 
extent the percentage of reservation. I 
will only expeet the Minister to come out 
with a reply giving the results of his 
efforts in this respect. 

Before coming to a close, I want to say 
something about your kitchens. You have 
said thai 14 long distance trains are being 
covered by your 7 base kitchens. Kindly 
make an inspection of your base kitchens. If 
anybody goes to the base kitchen and looks 
at the atmosphere in the kitchen, • I bet that 
he wiH not take his food. This is the 
condition. You have no trained kitchen 
servants. You have no trained cooks. If the 
D.C.S. or the Catering Inspector wants to 
put his relatives there and whoever comes 
tt? him, he is put into the kitchen. This\ is 
also a monopoly. Kindly see that trained 
cooks are appointed. A time has come to 
review the working of the base kitchens. 
Kindly look at the capacity of the base 
kitchens. These base kitchens were started 
about 12 years ago. The number of trains 
has increased during these years. You have 
claimed that IOO trains have been added 
during this year. How will the base kitchens 
handle this traffic? Your cooks have got to 
be trained. The condition of your base 
kitchens has to be reviewed and given a 
new look.   (Time bell rings) 

Why do you form Committees at 
all if you do not respect.their recom 
mendations? Tlie F ' forms 
Committee ha aeh- 

the 
You 

a 
i da- 

form 
Committees?   If    you-    i their 
recommendations and you are not In a 
position to implement those recorrl- 
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cold storage. 1 len how. are you going to 
improve? If you are really interested in 
improvement and if you are really inter 'sted 
in the development of the rail' ''*ys> you have 
to give a serious thougit to the various re-
commendations and the criticism in the 
Public Accounts Committee, and the 
suggestions riven by the Members also. 

With these w )rds, I conclude my speech.   
Thank you, Sir. 

SHRIMATI M DNIKA DAS (Karnataka) : 
Mr. Vice Chairman, Sir, I fully agree. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R, 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Dr. Adiseshiah, let 
Mrs. Monika Das speak. Instead of 
interrupting .;very speaker, let her speak for 
two   r three minutes. 

SHRIMATI ft ONIKA DAS: Sir, I fully 
agree wi h my colleague, Mr. Hanumanthappa 
about the railwayline which he has mentioned. 
And it is very much a fact that the previous 
Railway Ministe" has given me a reply that 
the survey is over and that next 

 

he has given jobs to IOO peoplt, on my 
recommendation, he has given jobs. So, in this 
way, if one Chairman can do, the hon. 
Minister should know what the demand is of 
our State. That is not a major demand. It is a 
small demand. So, I request the hon. Minister 
to look into this matter very seriously, and see 
that our demand is fulfilled immediately. 
Otherwise, there will be a very dangerous-
situation after a few years or a few months, I 
may tell you. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN); Anything more you 
want to say/ 
   SHRIMATI    MONIKA    DAS:    No. 
Thank you, very much. 

DR. MALCOLM S. ADISESHIAH 
(Nominated): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir... 

SHRI LADLI MOHAN NIGAM: Sir, this 
speech of Mrs. Monika Das cannot be 
recorded because this was not spoken from 
her seat. I think, the Reporters cannot take it 
down because she has not spoken from her 
seat. 

DR. MALCOLM S. ADISESHIAH: Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, Sir, I rise to support 
somewhat reluctantly the Railway Budget 
presented by the Govem-ment for 1984-85. 
The Budget which has been presented for the 
next year follows very closely the Budget 
which was presented for the    current year 
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count.   I believe -hat this method of plan 
financing—flu y-fifty from the internal 
resources a ia general budget— will be re-
examine i.   I   am   in   fact for a 60-40 ratio. 

lAoa-.r.g at ths budget for 1984-85, may I 
say to 'h Minister that I think—ary in his heart 
of hearts he may also feel—h it in spite of 
what Mr. \Gl.ani Khan Choudhury said in his 
sT.cech, the b:- [gel for 1984-85 like 
theybudget for 1913-84, is totally un-
satisfactory. I wil) give you just three reiasons 
why I  sa; so.   First  of    all, 

-''most serious is he depreciation reserve fund 
which s described on page 97, annex. 12 of tl 
e explanatory document. The Sarin 
Committee had recommended that .'very 
year, the dep- 

. reciation reserve fund should have Rs. 1110 
crores. '.VhfU you have provided against that 
is Rs. 565 crores for 1982-83, Rs. 858 cr - ie r  
for 1983-84 and Rs. 861 crore; Ior 1P84-85. I 
am "noting from y >ur decument. The saran 
Committee had said that you must put Rs. 
1110 crores every year for ten -years in order 
to modernise the railways, to hav" coaches, 
locomotives, tracks and so on. But now we are 
putting : side something like 60 to~70 per cei t 
of what has been recommended / nd reasons 
for the revenue earning argot not being at-
tained is not or y what Mr. Ghani Khan 
Choidhmv bin" ft out steel and bulk items not 
b '.r.f carried, but because the railwa1 tracks 
and railway wagons are incnf abU cf carrying 
the traffic. Not provi ling in full for this 
depreciation rese ve f'jr.ds means we are going 
to hav more accidents; we are going tc be 
ncapable of carrying the commodities of the 
producers to consumers. 

The second ie son why I say so is that there 
is a \ ery serious—what J call—deficit finar 
tfng. You don't use the word 'deficit inancing' 
in the Railways; we use it in the General Bud-
get. But I find, tor instance, that your 
indebtedness to General Revenue   for 

1983-84 is Rs. 4)0 crtfes—correct me if I" am 
wrong; and yfu provided only Rs. 338 crores, 
so that there is a deficit of Rs. Ill crore?. 
Again, for 1984-' 85, your net indebtedness 
and your actual provision for it leaves a gap of 
Rs. 70 crores as I pointed out. 

Finally, I would say that in annexure 17 of 
the document you say that the deferred 
liability dividend upto 1982-83 is Rs. 486.32 
crores. Is that your dotal deferred liability 
dividend? This is what I call part 0f the deficit 
financing and by using the term deferred 
liability dividend, we are hiding the fact thar. 
Railways are being put into a position wher 
they are not able to pay as far a? tht dividend 
liability to the general reserve is concerned. 

Against this background, I have four 
suggestions to make. First I believe that the 
Kailway budget resources should be 
increased. Last year we made an effort to 
increase it by Rs. 160 crores ss a result of our 
pleadings. 

Then came the cut of 5 per cent an it 
became one hundred crores of rupees.. I think, 
instead of having these continuous accidents, 
and the fact that we are not able to deliver 
coal, which my State needs, th"at we are not 
able to deliver coal for hermal plants Or the 
cement plants, that we are not able to dsliver 
rice in time, that we are not able to deliver 
wheat in time and so on the only way to deal 
with this situation is that the Railways' 
Budget should be increased. My calculation is 
that we need an increase this year of at least 
two hundred crores of  rupees  from  the   
general  budget. 

Secondly may I say to the Railway 
Minister—my second suggestion—that I 
regret very much that the Government, the 
Ministry, have not raised revenues adequa-
tely? I think, there is no excuse for this. There 
is no excuse in this situation for the 
Government to come forward and say that we 
are not going to raise more than Rs. 114 
crores, that we are able to rai^e on]y thig 
much. I think, Government should have raised 
at least  the   same amount which I arn 
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[Dr.Malcolm S. Adiseshiah^ now 
requesting. At least two hundred crores of 
rupees should have been raised, if. not more, 
this year. I regret that the Railway Budget is 
very parsimonious in not raising revenues. 

My third suggestion is, there is need for 
increasing the productivity at every level 
in the Railways. We find that the staff 
costs are going up. We find that the Group 
C costs have increased during 1984-85 by 
nearly 14 per cent. Per capita staff costs 
generally go up. They have doubled in 
six years. Between 1978-79 and 1983-84, 
there has been doubling of staff costs dou 
bling of per capita staff costs. I am not 
surprised at this, because, with the 
inflation that has taken place, these 
increases are necessary. But there is no 
evidence that this is being accompanied by 
any kind of increase in productivity. There 
fore, my third suggestion is that while in 
ci easing funds for the Railways, both in the 
General Bdget and by the Railways ra 
ising mors resources, there is urgent 
need for ; creasing the productivity of 
the railways. '  \ 

Finally, Mr. Vice-Chairman, I come back to 
my constant plea. Here, I do not agree with 
my friends from Karnataka, I do not agree 
with my friends from Tamil Nadu and many 
of the people who have spoken. I think, the 
only th mg on which the Railways should 
spend its money is to ensure that its tracks are 
safe for tlie wagons to run on, that these 
wagons which carry coal, wheat, rice and 
various other essential commodities, as well 
as the coaches are not accident-prone. That is 
why, I do not agree with all this business of 
starting new lines, all these new requests, 
which are being made. When I read this, I was 
very sorry. I find that you are proposing new 
lines here, including the lines for Tamil Nadu. 
Instead of starting new lines, I wish, you 
could complete the long everdue Karur-
Dindigul line which is a long-standing 
demand, as has been pointed out by Mr. 
Mohanarangam. As I said, you should finish 
what is pending and you should not start new 
lines for which you do not have the money. 
These are the four suggestions. Thank you,  
Mr.  Vice-Chairman. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Mr. Ghulam Rasool 
Matto, you start your speech and then we will 
adjourn so that you will be the first speaker 
tomorrow. Just two lines. 

 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRl R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Hon. Members, I fully 
endorse the opinion expressed by the hon. 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs. In 
the interest of parliamentary democracy, 
when there is an agenda before the House pn 
all important issues, itary on th-; working of 
our Parliament itself that on very many 
important issues, sometimes the Opposition is 
not there... 

SHRI  KALP NATH  RAI:  Only      the 
Opposition. 

THE     VICE-CHAIRMAN      (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN):... or their attendance is 
very thin and sometimes the ruling party. . . 

SHRI KALP NATH RAI : Today it is 
the Opposition. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Today, it is the Opposition, 
I agree with you. So I fully support what you say. 
In the interest of effective functioning of 
Parliament and to make Parliament more 
meaningful—we have all heard how much it costs 
per minute -, of  running  it. .. 

SHRI KALP NATH RAI:  Of all the 
Opposition parties, nobody is present. You 
please point it out. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): Yes, I pointed out. 1 
agree with you. I fully agree with, ami 
endorse, what you  said. 

SHRI KALP NATH RAI: Of all the 
Opposition parties, nobody is present. 

THE     VICE-CHAIRMAN     (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): That has been noted. The 
point is well taken. Therefore, it is my nearest 
appeal so late in the day that it is necessary, for 
making Parliament more meaningful, that there 
should bo fuller participation on all subjects, 
particlarly on subjects like the General Budget 
and the Railway Budget which are • /ery 
important and where everybody want* 
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 io express something It is only fair that both 
sides should he ir each other and be fairly 
represented. 

Now, Mr.  Matto, please just start and then 
we will adjourn.. 

SHRI  GHULAM   RASOOL     MATTO: 
Mr.  Vice-Chairman.   Sir,  I  rise to  speak 
something on the Railway Budget. 

THE VICE-CHAIRM AN (SHRJ R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN You are from a State 
where there is not  much of railway. 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO: I 
come from a State which has a railway link in 
Jammu and also potential for railway to 
Srinagar, I will continue my speech 
tomorrow, 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI R. 
RAMAKRISHNAN): The House stands 
adjourned  till   11 A.M  . tomorrow. 

The House then adjourned at 
three minutes past seven of the 
clock till eleven of the clock on 
Wednesday, the 7th March, 1984. 

GMG1PND—L— T-»07 RS—570. 


